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Family-Worfliip  recommended. 

By  Andrew  Hunter,  D.  D. 

Jos.  xxiv.  15. 

As  for  me  and  my  honfe^  we  will ferve  the  Lord* 

These  words  are  part  of  a  folemn  ad- 
drefs  to  God’s  ancient  people  Ifrael,  de¬ 
livered  by  Jofliua  at  the  clofe  of  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  ufeful  life  ;  and  could  not  fail  to  com¬ 
mand  attention,  as  they  proceeded  from  one 
no  lefs  venerable  for  age,  wifdom,  and  expe¬ 
rience,  than  for  his  unfhaken  integrity,  high 
rank,  and  illuftrious  deeds.  Verf.  14.  “Now 
♦*  therefore  fear  the  Lord,  and  ferve  him  in 
“  flncerity  and  truth,  and  put  away  the 
“  gods  which  your  fathers  ferved  on  the  o- 
“  ther  fide  of  the  flood,  and  in  Egypt  and 
“  ferve  ye  the  Lord.  And  if  it  feem  evil 
**  unto  you  to  ferve  the  Lord,  chufe  you  this 
day  whom  you  will  ferve,  whether  the  gods 
“  whom  your  fathers  ferved  that  were  on  the 
“  other  fide  of  the  flood,  fviz.  JordanJ,  or 
“  the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whofe  land 
ye  dwell.”  Then  he  adds  his  own  fixed  de¬ 
termination  :  “  But  as  for  me  and  my  houfe, 

yoL.iii.  A  1!  '^5 
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we  will  ferve  the  Lord  j”  that  is,  lam  re- 
Iblved  to  be  religious  myfelf  to  the  end  of  life, 
and  to  recommend  the  fervice  of  God  to  my 
relations,  and  all  under  my  roof,  by  my  ad- 
vicej  example,  and  influence  :  I  am  determi¬ 
ned  to  check  impiety  and  licentioufnefs,  and 
to  ufe  my  beft  endeavours  that  all  my  family 
join  me  in  the  worfiiip  and  obedience  of  the 
living  God.  Such  is  the  purport  of  the  refo- 
Jution  of  this  worthy  general. 

Imagine  not,  however,  that  Jofhua  thought 
5t  entirely  in  his  own  power,  or  in  the  powder 
of  any  mafter  of  a  family,  to  make  all  thofc 
who  dwell  in  his  houfe  lincerely  pious  and  ho¬ 
ly.  Many,  after  their  beft  endeavours,  have 
had  melancholy  experience  of  the  contrary. 
To  change  the  heart,  is  the  work  of  God, 
But  Jofhua  was  refolved,  that  nothing  fliould 
be  wanting  on  his  part  to  promote  the  fpiritual 
welfare  of  all  in  his  houfe  j  and  trufted,  that 
the  divine  bleffing  would  render  his  endea¬ 
vours  fuccefsful.  It  is  not  unlikely,  indeed, 
that  the  domeftics  of  this  good  man  v/ere 
pioufly  difpofed,  like  himfelf  j  and  that,  from 
his  knowledge  of  their  charafler,  he  might 
venture  to  promife  on  their  faithful  adherence 
to  the  duties  of  religion  :  ■“  As  for  me  and 

my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord.” 

Various  are  the  methods  by  which  the  head 
of  a  family  may  promote  the  religious  interefts 
cf  thofe  under  his  roof ;  by  inftru^ting  them 
}i\  the  principles  and  duties  of  religion,  join- 
^)g  with,  them  daily  in  the  exercifes  of  devo- 
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tion,  fi-equent  catechiilng  of  younger  perfon^, 
admonifhing  and  reproving  the  thoughtlefe 
and  vitious,  and  finally  exhibiting  in  his  own 
life  an  amiable  rcprefentation  of  religion,  a 
bright  pattern  of  every  Chriftian  virtue. 

To  no  caufe  can  the  prefent  declining  ftaCe 
of  piety,  and  growing  licentioufnefs  of  man¬ 
ners,  be  more  juftly  attributed,  than  to  the 
great  negleift  of  family-religion.  Were  heads 
of  families  at  due  pains  to  perform  the  im¬ 
portant  duties  now  fuggefted,  we  might  with 
reafon  indulge  the  pleafing  hope,  that  our 
Zion  would  yet  flouriih,  “  that  righteoufnt  fi 
“  would  run  dowm  our  fireets  as  a  fiream, 

and  judgement  like  a  mighty  current.”  To 
thofe  therefore  in  this  afTembly  who  are  pla¬ 
ced  in  that  chara<51er  or  relation  of  life,  would 
I  now  addrefs  myfelf  5  and  gladly  v/ould  I 
perfuade  them  to  adopt  and  effe<51:uate  the  re- 
folution  of  the  vidlorious  leader  of  Ifraei, 
“  As  for  me  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the 
“  Lord.” 

The  particular  branch  of  family-religlo-n 
which  I  propofe  to  recommend  at  prefent,  is 
family-worfhip :  A  very  important  duty;  arul 
which  I  am  peiTuaded  there  is  at  this  time  the 
greateft  need  to  inculcate  y  for  there  never  was 
a  period  in  which  it  was  more  generally  ne- 
gle£led.  Every  attentive  reader  of  the  context 
will  difcover,  that  ferving  the  Lord  means 
here,  paying  worfhip  or  homage  to  him,:  as 
exprefiTed  by  adoration,  thankfgiving,  and  fup- 
pUcation ;  for  it  is  put  in  oppolition  to  the 

A  2  neglect 
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neglcifl  of  religious  worfhlp,  or  grofs  miftakes 
as  to  the  objedl  of  it. 

It  fliall  be  my  endeavour,  in  dependence 
on  divine  grace,  i.  to  point  out  and  enforce 
the  obligations  to  the  daily  practice  of  family- 
worfhip  j  2.  To  examine  and  refute  apologies 
for  the  neglejit  of  it ;  and  conclude  with  an 
application  fuitable  to  my  fubje<5t. 

I.  Attend  then  to  the  reafonablenefs  of 
this  duty.  It  is  hardly  needful  to  obferve,  that 
the  difference  between  family-worfhip  and  the 
other  fpccies  of  devotion,  viz.  fecret  and  pu¬ 
blic  worihip,  is,  that  the  former  is  the  aft  of 
a  family,  and  fhould  have  a  reference  to  the 
flate  of  it  at  the  time  ;  the  latter  are  the  afts 
of  an  individual,  or  of  a  large  foclety,  and 
fhould  likewife  have  a  refpeft  to  their  particu¬ 
lar  circumftances.  Now  what  can  be  more 
fit,  than  that  a  family  fhould  unite  in  the  wor- 
fliip  of  the  living  God  ?  In  whatever  point 
of  view  we  confider  if,  this  will  appear  to  be 
a  reafonable  fervice.  Every  argument  that 
can  be  propofed  with  refpefl  to  the  obligations 
of  prayer  in  general,  might  be  urged  with 
flrength  in  fupport  of  this  branch  of  it ;  but 
we  fhall  confine  ourfelves  to  thofe  which  are 
more  Aricily  connefled  with  this  duty. 

I.  The  fupreme  Being  is  the  founder  of  fa-^ 
milieSt  and  therefore  fliould  be  acknowledged 
bv  them  as  fuch. 

It  is  a  clear  principle  of  reafon,  That  God 

lliould 
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ftiould  be  acknowledged  by  his  i-ational  crea¬ 
tures  in  every  relation  in  which  his  providence 
hath  placed  them.  Now,  if  this  is  unque- 
ftionably  one  of  the  mofl;  important  relations 
of  life,  it  is  obvioufly  fit,  that  thofe  who  are 
placed  in  it  Ihould  frequently  join  in  a  corre- 
fpondent  adf  of  homage  to  him  who  “  fettlerli 
“  the  bounds  of  their  habitations.”  If  fecret 
prayer  is  our  duty  as  individuals,  if  public 
worfliip  is  binding  on  men  as  members  of  a 
community  j  family-worfiiip  is  as  much  obli¬ 
gatory  on  us  as  members  of  families ;  for 
what  are  families  but  fmaller  focieties  ?■  It  is 
God  who  is  the  eliablilher  of  houfeholds ;  it 
is  he  who  formed  for  man  a  help  meet  for 
him,  and  who  appointed  the  facred  bond  of 
marriage  for  the  mutual  comfort  of  both  par- 
lies,  and  for  the  continuing  of  a  feed  to  ferve 
him.  It  is  the  Almighty  who  “  placeth  the 
“  foHtary  in  families  j  children  are  his  herl^ 
**  tage,  and  the  fruit  of  the  womb  his  re- 
“  ward.”  He  is  the  father  of  ail  the  families 
of  the  earth  *,  his  providence  continually  pre- 
fides  over  their  refpeillve  interefls,  and  di¬ 
rects  every  event  that  befals  them.  “  A  foil 
**  honoureth  his  father,  and  a  fervant  his 
**  mafter.”  The  fubordination  of  nature  and 
of  fociety  requires  it.  Should  not  then  our 
heavenly  Parent  and  Mafter  receive  the  ho¬ 
mage  of  every  family  of  reafonable  beings^ 
feeing  he  is  invefted  with  thefe  charaflers  in  a 
much  higher  degree  than  they  ever  obtain  a- 
jiiong  men  ? 

A  g  '  a.  If 
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2.  If  we  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  families, 
we  will  fee  the  peculiar  reafonablenefs  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  this  duty. 

Hath  not  every  family  many  fins  to  confefs  be¬ 
fore  God  ?  Is  not  every  member  chargeable  with 
adding  to  the  guilt  of  their  fmall  fociety,  by 
innumerable  omifiions  and  violations  of  duty  ? 
Are  not  many  families  apt  to  exceed  in  the 
ul'e  of  the  lawful  comforts  of  life,  or  deficient 
in  gratitude  to  the  beneficent  author  of  them  ? 
Are  not  the  heads  of  many  families  charge¬ 
able  with  idlenefs,  inactivity,  .and  prodigality, 
on  the  one  hand,  or  with  immoderate  folici- 
tude  and’  parfimony,  on  the  other,  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  their  fecular  afiairs  ?  Do  not  ma¬ 
ny  children  give  early  indications  of  perverfe 
tempers,  and  a  firong  tendency  to  do  what 
they  are  forbidden  ?  Are  they  not  often  guilty 
of  aCts  of  undutifulnefs  to  their  parents,  of  ly¬ 
ing,  the  contempt  of  good  advice  and  reproof, 
iibufe  of  the  means  of  their  education,  the 
difresard  or  neCTleCf  of  things  facred  ?  Do 
not  fervants  increafe  much  the  guilt  of  fami¬ 
lies,  both  by  frequent  inattention  to  religious 
obligations,  and  the  defective  performance  of 
the  duties  of  their  ftation  i  Is  it  not  thea 
highly  proper  that  family-fins,  whether  of  a 
more  or  lefs  aggravated  kind,  fliould  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  before  God  in  frequent  and  u- 
nited  aCts  of  humble  confeflion  ?  May  not 
judgements,  infiead  of  bleffings,  be  expected 
by  thofe  whofe  tranfgreffions  are  not  confcil- 

ed 
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cd  with,  contrition,  and  whofe  hearts  are 
hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  ? 

Further,  the  reafonablenefs  of  family  de¬ 
votion  appears  from  the  many  favours  we  are 
daily  receiving  from  the  hand  of  God.  It  is 
he  who  gives  us  food  and  raiment,  comfort¬ 
able  lodging,  and  refrefliing  deep  ;  it  is  he 
who  protcdts  us  from  innumerable  dangers, 
who  relVores  the  lick  to  health,  and  continues 
us  in  the  exercife  of  our  rational  powers  ;  it 
is  he  who  profpers  induftry,  and  crowns  ovir 
honeft  undertakings  with  fuccefs.  To  his 
good  providence  we  are  indebted  for  being 
born  in  a  land  of  liberty,  and  enjoying,  in  pu¬ 
rity  and  plenty,  the  light  and  ordinances  of 
tlie  gofpel.  Thefe  and  other  bleflings  are  fcat- 
.  tered  with  a  more  liberal  hand  upon  fome  fa¬ 
milies  than  on  others  ;  but  there  is  none  which 
doth  not  receive  various  proofs  of  the  divine 
benignity.  Should  not  thefe  be  devoutly  ac¬ 
knowledged  ?  Would  not  an  indigent  family, 
who  derived  their  fupport  from  fome  gene¬ 
rous  benefadlor,  be  jullly  deemed  mofl;  un¬ 
grateful  and  unworthy,  if  the  different  mem¬ 
bers,  or  the  head  of  it,  as  the  mouth  of  the 
reft,  did  not  exprefs  a  warm  fenfe  of  fuch  ob¬ 
ligations  ?  Is  it  not  then  unqueftionably  fit 
and  reafonable,  that  a  daily  facrihee  of  thankf- 
giving  and  praife  Ihould  be  offered  up  by  Chri- 
ftian  families  to  that  almighty  and  gracious 
being,  on  whom  they  continually  depend, 
and  from  whom  they  receive  every  enjoyment- 

Again,  as  v.'c  have  many  bleflings  to  afle  from 

God, 
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God,  for  ourfelves,  and  thofe  with  whom 
are  connefted,  it  is  evidently  proper  to  pour 
forth  united  fupplications  to  the  Hearer  of 
prayer,  and  Father  of  mercies.  We  fhould 
daily  implore  the  forgivenefs  of  thofe  fins  of 
which  every  member  of  the  family  hath  been 
guilty,  and  aflc  thofe  fupplies  of  grace  which 
are  fuited  to  our  different  circumftances  and 
occafions.  When  we  confider  to  what  duties 
we  are  called,  and  to  what  trials  we  are  ex- 
pofed,  in  this  probationary  ftate,  how  needful 
does  it  appear  for  the  head  of  a  family  to 
fupplicate,  in  behalf  of  himfelf,  and  thofe 
under  his  roof,  ftrength  to  refift  temptations 
to  intemperance,^  unlawful  gain,  or  any  for¬ 
bidden  pleafure ;  knowledge,  prudence,  and 
aftivity,  for  the  difcharge  of  their  refpe^tive 
duties  ;  fuccefs  to  their  different  ftudies  and 
worldly  purfuits  ;  patience  and  fortitude  of 
mind  under  the  afflictions  and  difappointments 
of  life  ?  How  proper  is  it  to  pray,  that  ungodly 
relations,  children,  or  other  domeftics,  may 
undergo  a  faring  change  of  nature  ;  and  that 
thofe  who  are  religioully  dlfpofed  may  go  on, 
with  increaling  ftrength,  in  the  ways  of  piety 
and  hoiinefs  ?  As  the  circumftances  of  fami¬ 
lies  are  various,  the  petitions  of  thofe  who 
prefide  in  thefe  united  aCb  of  devotion,  Qaould 
correfpond  to  their  diffeient  emergencies  and 
fituations. 

How  can  you  reafonably  expeCl  the  blefiT- 
ings  of  which  you  ftand  in  need,  if  you  are 
not  at  the  pains  to  aik  them  ?  Did  you  know 

cif 
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of  a  perfon  who  could  give  you  a  cure  for 
any  loathfome  and  dangerous  difeafe,  to  which 
your  families  were  liable,  would  you  not 
apply  for  it  with  the  moft  felicitous  importu¬ 
nity  ?  and  can  any  family  who  are  fenfible 
of  their  prefent  guilty  and  needy  condition, 
helitate  a  moment  about  joining  with  frequen¬ 
cy  and  united  ardour  in  imploring  bkflings 
much  more  important,  and  which,  we  are  af- 
fured,  the  great  objedl  of  prayer  is  both  able 
and  willing  to  beftow  on  every  fincere  fup- 
pliant  ?  for  if  earthly  parents,  “  being  evil, 
“  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  their 
“  children,  how  much  move  ihall  our  Father 
“  who  is  in  heaven  give  good  things  to  them, 
“  that  alk  him  ?’* 

Be  perfuaded,  then,  to  be  regular  in  your 
family-devotions.  It  is  a  reafonable  and  be¬ 
coming  fervice.  Even  the  Huathen  nations 
appear  to  have  been  fenhble  of  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  this  duty.  Though  their  no¬ 
tions  concerning  the  Deity  were  very  erro¬ 
neous,  and  their  worlhip  grofsly  faulty  ;  yet 
they  prefented  their  homage  in  a  relative  or 
family-capacity  as  well  as  individuals.  They 
had  their  penatesy  or  houfehold  gods,  to  whom 
families  addrefled  their  devotions.  Such  feems 
to  have  been  the  teraphim,  or  graven  image, 
which  Micah,  a  man  of  Mount  Ephraim,  had 
in  his  houfe  ;  and  on  account  of  which  he 
hired  a  prieft,  or  domeflic  chaplain.  Thefe 
deities  were  confidered  and  worlhipped  as  the 
guardians  of  their  habitations,  and  protedlors 
of  their  families.  The  profperity  of  their 

children. 
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children,  and  fuccefs  of  their  fecular  affairs, 
were  fuppofed  to  depend  as  much  on  their  be¬ 
nign  influence,  as  the  ilTue  of  battles,  and  o- 
ther  public  undertakings,  on  the  propitious 
countenance  of  the  objecls  of  their  public 
worfhip.  Though  we  acknowledge  the  mode 
of  their  worfliip  to  have  been  grofsly  fuperfti- 
tious,  the  praftice  itfelf  is  a  clear  proof  of 
their  convidfion  of  the  obligations  to  family- 
devotion.  Their  condudt  is  in  fome  meafure  a 
pattern,  I  wifli  I  had  not  reafon  to  fay,  that 
it  is  a  reproof,  to  many  families  in  Chriftian 
countries,  who  live  in  the  habitual  negledl:  of 
this  duty.  O  may  they  profit  by  the  admo¬ 
nition  !  for  it  fhall  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyre 
and  Sidon,  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  in  the 
'day  of  judgement,  than  for  thofe  who  coun- 
teradl  the  brighter  difeovevies  of  the  gofpel. 
The  Almighty  flaall  “  pour  out  his  fury  up- 

on  the  families  that  call  not  on  his  name.” 

3.  This  leads  me  to  point  out.  In  the  third 
place,  the  obligations  to  family-worfhip  from 
divine  revelation. 

Now  1  own,  that  I  know  of  no  clear  and 
exprefs  precept  in  the  feriptures  enjoining  this 
duty.  Indeed,  as  it  was  a  branch  of  natural 
religion,  it  was  not  to  be  expedfed  ;  for  it 
hath  been  often  and  juflly  remarked,  that 
revelation  does  not  diredlly  enunciate,  but 
proceeds  upon  a  fuppofed  previous  knowledge 
and  acknowledgement  of  fuch  truths  as  are 
difcoverable  by  the  hxtman  underftanding. 
This  duty,  however,  feems  to  be  implied  in 
'  fota.e 
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^  fome  of  the  general  exhortations  with  refpedt 
to  prayer  :  as  “  Pray  without  ceafing,”  and 
“  In  every  thing  give  thanks  j  for  this  is  the 
“  will  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  concerning  you. 
“  Praying  with  all  prayer  and  fupplication ‘in 
“  the  Spirit,  and  watching  thereunto  with  all 
perfeverance  and  fupplication  for  all  faints. 
Offer  the  facrifice  of  praife  to  God  conti- 
nually  ;  that  is,  the  fruit  of  your  lips,  gi- 
“  ving  thanks  to  his  name.”  As  frequency 
in  all  kinds  of  religious  addrefles  is  fo  ftrong- 
ly  recommended  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  the 
united  homage  of  families,  as  being  one  im¬ 
portant  fpecies  of*  prayer,  appears  to  be  com¬ 
prehended  in  thefe  exhortations.  The  words 
of  our  Saviour  are  remarkable  in  Matth.  xviii. 
19.  “I  fay  unto  you,  that  if  two  of  you  fhall 
“  agree  on  earth  as  touching  any  thing  that 
“  they  fhall  alk,  it  fliall  be  done  for  them  of 
“  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  For  where 
“  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
“  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them 
a  promife  which,  though  it  may  be  extended 
to  public  worfliip,  is  more  Immediately  appli¬ 
cable  to  focial  and  family  devotion.  That  ex¬ 
cellent  prayer  which  our  Lord  taught  his  dif- 
ciples,  is  exhibited  in  the  form  of  an  addrefs 
from  an  affociated  body  :  “  Our  Father  which 

“  art  in  heaven, - give  us  this  day  our  dai- 

“  ly  bread,”  &c.  It  is  w'ell  adapted  to  a  fa¬ 
mily  when  united  in  a6ls  of  adoration,  fuppli¬ 
cation,  and  thankfgiving,  to  their  commoji' 
Parent  and  Sovereign, 

But 
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But  this  duty  of  family-worfhip  is  clearly 
recommended  by  the  example  of  feveral  of  the 
faints  in  fcripture.  Their  conduct  is  declara¬ 
tive  of  the  genius  of  our  holy  religion,  and 
the  bell  commentary  on  its  inftitutions.  The 
true  character  of  its  profelTors  may  be  learn¬ 
ed  from  the  lives  of  thofc  whofe  virtues  are 
recorded  in  the  infpired  writings,,  as  pat¬ 
terns  of  piety  and  obedience  to  fucceeding  ge¬ 
nerations. 

Abraham,  who  was  diftinguiflred  by  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  Frknd  of  Cody  and  Father  cf 
the  faithfuly  is  juftly  celebrated  for  the  good 
government  of  his  family  ;  of  which  this  duty 
is  an  elTential  part.  How  honourable  is  that 
teftimony  concerning  him,  Gen.  xviii.  19.  “  I 
**  know  him,  (fays  the  Moft  High),  that  he 

will  command  his  children,  and  his  houfe- 
**  hold  after  him,  and  they  fhall  keep  the 
“  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  juftice  and  judge- 
**  ment.”  Similar  to  his  was  the  conduit  of 
Job;  to  whom  there  was  none  like  or  equal 
in  all  the  earth,  a  perfeit  and  upright  man, 
one  who  feared  God,  and  efchewed  evil. 
We  are  informed  how  careful  he  was,  in  his 
profperity,  to  temper  mirth  with  piety,  and 
attend  to  the  religious  interefts  of  his  family: 
“  His  fons  went  and  feafled  in  their  houfes, 
<<  every  one  his  day  ;  and  fent  and  called  for 

their  three  fitters  to  eat  and  drink  with 
“  them.  And  it  was  fo,  when  the  days  of 
“  their  feafting  were  gone  about,  that  Job 
^  fent,  and  fanitified  them,  and  rofe  up  ear- 
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ly  in  the  morning,  and  offered  burnt  of- 
“  ferings,  according  to  the  number  of  them 
“  all :  for  Job  faid,  It  may  be  that  my  fons 
“  have  finned,  and  curfed  God  in  their 
“  hearts.  Thus  did  Job  continually.”  Job,  i. 
4.5. 

Queen  Efther,  too,  is  famed  amongfi: 
thofe  devout  worthies  who  have  not  been  a- 
fhamed  to  honour  God  in  their  families. 
When  her  nation  was  threatened  with  deftruc- 
tion,  file  iffued  this  pious  and  fuitable  order  ; 
Go,  gather  together  all  the  Jews  that  arc 
in  Shuflian,  and  fall  ye  for  me,  and  nei- 
“  ther  eat  nor  drink  three  days,  night  or 
day.”  Obferve  her  own  refolution  :  “  1  alfo 
and  my  maidens  will  fail  likewife,  and  To  will 
“,1  go  in  unto  the  King,  which  is  not  accor- 
ding  to  the  law  ;  and  if  I  perilh,  I  periih.” 
King  David,  after  having  fixed  the  ark  in 
its  proper  place,  and  joined  in  the  public  de¬ 
votions  fuitable  to  that  folemnity,  i*eturned 
to  blefs  his  houfehold,  or  recommend  them 
to  the  divine  favour.  The  30th  pfalm  was 
probably  compofed  and  ufed  at  the  dedication 
of  his  houfe.  In  the  loift  pfalm,  he  lays 
down  a  plan  of  conduct  as  the  mafter  of  a 
family,  as  well  as  a -monarch. 

John  the  Baptift  taught  his  feleft  attendants 
to  pray.  , 

Our  blefied  Saviour,  whofe  life  is  the  only 
perfect  pattern  of  virtue,  was  likewife  emi¬ 
nent  tor  the  praflice  of  this  duty.  The  facred 
hifiorians  frequently  remark  nis  joining  with 
VoL.  III.  B  his 
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his  family  or  little  college  of  difciples  in  prayer 
to  God. 

Cornelius,  the  Roman  centurion,  is  defcri- 
bed  to  have  been  a  devout  man,  and  one  that 
feared  God  with  all  his  houfe,  who  gave 
much  alms  to  the  people,  and  prayed  to  God 
always. 

Other  fcripture -examples  might  be  men¬ 
tioned  ;  but  thefe  are  fufficient  for  evincing 
family-woi'Riip  to  have  been  the  praflice,  and 
of  courfe  to  be  the  duty,  of  the  faints.  A- 
greeably  to  thefe  excellent  patterns,  the  bulk 
of  devout  Chriftians,  in  every  age  and  coun¬ 
try,  have  afl'embled  their  families,  to  offer  up 
frequent  and  united  devotions  to  the  gi'eat 
founder  of  families.  Keep  then  habitually  in 
view  thefe  venerable  chara£lers,  and  be  ambi¬ 
tious  to  refemble  them.  Deem  it  your  ho¬ 
nour,  no  lefs  than  your  duty,  to  be  imitators 
of  the  bleffed  Jefus,  and  of  thofe  who,  through 
faith  and  patience,  are  now  inheriting  the 
promifes.  Paul,  in  the  conclufion  of  his  e- 
piftles,  often  falutes  the  faints  by  name,  with 
the  churches  or  focieties  of  worfhippers  in 
their  houfes.  Let  your  houfes  alfo  be  as 
temples  of  the  living  God  ;  let  your  fami¬ 
lies  be  nurferies  of  religion,  and  focieties  of 
devout  worflaippers. 

4.  Attend  to  the  obligations  of  family-wor- 
fltip,  from  intereft,  or  the  ufeful  purpofes  to 
which  it  is  fubfervient. 

dhefe  are  various,  both  with  refpefl  to  the 
body  and  the  foul,  time  and  eternity.  Were 
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they  confidered  with  ferlournefs  and  Impar¬ 
tiality,  they  would  prove  powerful  induce¬ 
ments  to  this  duty.  If  performed  with  fuit- 
able  difpofitions  of  mind,  it  will  draw  down 
the  bleffing  of  Heaven  upon  your  families,  and 
your  honeft  induftry.  True  piety  is  the  moil 
effe£lual  prefervative  from  dillioneily,  intem¬ 
perance,  and  debauchery,  which  ruin  at  once 
the  chara£ler,  fortune,  and  conflitution.  It 
affords  the  ftrongeft  excitements  to  induftry 
in  bulinefs,  and  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the 
relative  duties  of  life.  The  fear  of  God,  and 
the  fenfe  of  a  future  Judgement,  which  are 
the  principles  of  moif  powerful  operation  on 
human  condudt,  are  cheriflied  by  the  exercifes 
of  devotion.  With  what  propriety  can  that 
perfon  who  bath  implored,  in  the  prefence 
of  his  family,  the  divine  dire^^lion  and  bleff¬ 
ing  on  his  fecular  affairs,  negledi  his  bulinefs, 
and  fpend  his  time  and  fubftance  in  idlenefs 
and  riot  ?  How  can  he  acl  the  part  of  an  un¬ 
kind  hufband,  an  unfeeling  father,  a  feverc 
and  unreafonable  mafter,  or  an  unfaithful, 
friend,  after  having  made  a  folemn  approach 
to  a  God  of  love,  and  interceded  for  them 
and  hlmfelf  before  the  fearcher  of  hearts  ? 
Can  it  be  reafonably  fuppofed,  that  one  who 
acknowledges  God  regularly  in  his  houfe, 
v/ill  dare  to  profane  his  name,  and  deride  fa- 
cred  things,  in  the  very  prefence  of  thofe  who 
have  been  the  witneffes  of ‘his  religious  ad- 
dreffes  ?  A  regard  to  outward  profellion  and 
chara(fter  muff  powerfully  reftjrain  fromfuchin- 

B  2  decency 
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decency  and  inconfiftency  of  condudl'. - But 

higher  principles  may  be  expected  to  influence 
thofe  who  are  pundfual  in  family-devotion. 

True  godlinefs  is  profitable  for  the  life  which, 
now  is,  as  well  as  for  that  which  is  to  co^is. 
Befides  the  tendency  of  thofe  moral  virtues 
which  are  infeparably  connedled  with  and  che- 
riflied  by  piety,  to  promote  our  worldly  inte- 
reft,  may  it  not  reafonably  be  expected,  th'aj; 
the  divine  countenance  and  fuccefs  will  attend 
thofe  projects  which  have  been  formed  with 
a  fenfe  of  our  dependence  on  the  Almighty, 
and  accompanied  with  earneft  fupplications 
for  his  blcffing  ?  “  The  curfe  of  the  Lord  is 

‘‘  in  the  houfe  of  the  wicked,  but  he  blefleth 
“  the  habitation  of  the  juft.”  Confeious  of 
the  divine  favour  and  proteflion,  ye  who  are 
the  fincere  worlhippers  of  the  Moft  High, 
need  not  tremble  at  the  approach  of  dan¬ 
ger,  nor  fink  under  any  calamity  :  “  God 
“  is  your  refuge  and  ftrength  j  be  not  afraid 
“  then  for  the  terror  by  night,  nor  for  the 
“  arrow  that  fleeth  by  day,  nor  for  the  pe- 
**  flilence  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  nor  for 
the  deftrudlion  that  wafteth  at  noon-day. 
There  fhall  no  real  evil  befal  you,  nor  fhall 
any  plague  come  nigh  your  dwellings  :  for 
“  God  fliall  give  his  angels  charge  over  you, 
to  keep  you  in  all  your  ways.” 

Further  :  Confider  how  beneficial  focial  de¬ 
votion  is  to  the  members  of  your  families. 
If  you  are  in  the  married  ftate,  it  is  excellent¬ 
ly  calculated  to  procure  the  blefiingof  Heaven 

on 
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on  that  relation,  and  to  render  it  fubfervlent 
to  your  moft  valuable  interefls.  St  Peter, 
when  treating  of  the  duties  of  Chriftian  huf- 
bands  and  wives,  clearly  prefuppofes  joint 
prayer,  or  family- devotion,  to  be  a  part  of 
their  employment.  He  enjoins  them  to  “  live 
“  together  as  heirs  of  the  grace  of  life, 
‘‘  that  their  prayers  might  not  be  hindered  ’y* 
that  is,  that  the  whole  of  their  behaviour 
fhould  be  fuitable  to  their  religious  profeffion, 
and  hope  of  falvatlon  through  Jefus  Chrilf, 
that  fo  the  fuccefs  of  their  united  fupplications 
might  not  be  prevented. 

No  affedtion  can  be  fo  ffrong  and  Lifting 
as  that  which  hath  religion  for  its  balls,  or 
where  there  is  an  union  of  hearts  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  fame  mafter.  When  the  charms 
of  novelty  and  beauty  have  loll  their  power 
to  pleafe,  when  the  clouds  of  adverlity  have 
thickened  around,  this  principle  hath  difco- 
vered  its  energy  in  ftrengthening  the  mutual 
attachment  of  thofe  in  this  relation,  and  in 
reconciling  their  minds  to  their  condition. 
Joint  prayer  foftens  impetuolity  of  tempei-, 
and  difpofes  to  forbearance  and  forgivenefs  of 
injuries  :  it  blunts  the  edge  of  the  difappoint- 
ments,  alleviates  the  cares,  and  gives  double 
relifh  to  the  enjoyments  of  life.  It  is  not  to- 
be  fuppofed,  that  many  will  daily  approach 
a  God  of  love  in  united  adds  of  devotion, 
whilft  their  fpirits  are  rankled  with  jealoufy, 
hatred,  or  difgufl.  Family-prayer  may  be  the 
means  of  awakening,  an  unequal  ycke-feilow' 
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to  a  ferious  concern  about  her  eternal  interefts. 
In  this  rerpe(St  fometimes  hath  “  the  unbelie- 
“  ving  wife  been  fandlified  by  the  believing 
“  hulband  his  prayers  have  been  anfvvered, 
and  his  endeavours  for  her  falvation  crowned 
with  fuccefs. 

No  lefs  advantageous  Is  the  frequent  per¬ 
formance  of  this  duty  to  your  children.  It 
muft  naturally  ftrengthen  their  reverence  and 
affection  for  their  parents,  when  they  hear 
them  daily  pleading  with  earneftnefs  at  a 
throne  of  grace  in  their  behalf.  Its  influence 
is  powerful  in'  reflraining  them  from  vice. 
Pieverence  will  be  excited  betimes  in  their 
breafts  for  the  name  of  God,  and  the  inflitu- 
tions  of  religion.  A  principle  of  imitation  is 
natural  to  the  human  mind.  Young  people 
are  peculiarly  apt  to  imbibe  the  fentiments, 
and  learn  the  manners,  of  thofe  with  whom 
they  frequently  converfe,  and  are  intimately 
conne(d:ed.  Much  therefore  depends  on  the 
example  of  parents.  How  can  you  expedf, 
that  your  children  will  honour  God,  and  o- 
bey  his  laws,  if,  in  their  prefence,  or  with 
their  knowledge,  you  profane  his  holy  name, 
and  negleiTt  his  worfliip  ?  How  can  you  hope, 
that  they  will  pay  much  regard  to  their  earth¬ 
ly  parents,  whilft  you  flifle  in  them  a  fenfe 
of  duty  to  their  Father  in  heaven  ?  In  no 
wMy  can  you  fo  effectually  teach  them  to  pray, 
ns  by  praying  with  them,  and  accuftoming 
them  to  join  you  in  addreffing  the  Great 
Founder  of  families.  This  is  a  moff  likely 

method 
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inethod  of  fixing  on  their  minds  early  and 
deep  imprefiions  of  the  truth  and  importance 
of  religion,  and  raifing  their  thoughts  above 
this  world,  to  the  contemplation  of  God,  of 
Chrift,  and  heaven  ; '  It  will  prepare  them  for 
the  public  fervice  of  the  fantfluary,  and  for 
the  due  dlfcharge  of  the  active  duties  of  life. 
Family-devotion  will  glew  the  afiedlions  of 
children  one  to  another  j  a  principle  of  di¬ 
vine  love  will  ftrengthen  the  ties  of  natural 
connexion.  They  will  confider  themfelves 
as  united  much  more  clofely  by  being  joint 
fervants  of  the  fame  maficr,  and  expectants 
of  the  fame  heavenly  inheritance,  than  by 
their  bearing  the  fame  name,  or  partaking  of 
common  blood.  If  you  wifli  well  then,  pa¬ 
rents,  to  yourfelves  and  to  your  children,  do 
not  negleCt  this  reafonable  fervice.  Give  not 
your  children  caufe  to  afcribe  their  irreligious 
and  vitious  conduCl  to  their  living  in  your 
prayerlefs  houfes.  Speedily  fet  about  this 
important  duty  ;  you  will  never  have  reafon  to 
repent  the  performance  of  it. 

Equally  profitable  is  regular  family-devotion 
for  fervants  or  domeftics,  as  for  children. 
Pleading  felcCt  paflages  of  fcripture,  which 
ought  to  be  a  ftated  part  of  this  excrcife,  will 
awaken  their  attention  to  ferious  fubjeCls,  and 
inftruCt  them  in  the  leading  truths  and  duties 
of  religion.  It  is  likely  to  excite  them  to 
read  their  Bibles  in  fecret,  and  to  animate 
them  with  the  defire  of  fpincual  knowledge. 
Prayer  and  praife  may  prove  the  channels 

through 
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through  which  the  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  may  be  conveyed  to  their  fouls.  Many 
have  aferibed  their  converfion  to  family- 
prayer,  It  may  probably  introduce  a  fedate 
frame  of  mind,  check  the  levity  of  youth,  and 
impetuoflty  of  paflion,  and  put  them  in  a 
proper  frame  for  difeharging  the  duties  of 
the  day  ;  it  will  remind  tUetu  of  the  obliga¬ 
tions  to  fecret  prayer,  and  f’uggefl:  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  fbculd  be  performed. 

I  believe  it  will  be  found  on  inej^uiry,  that  the 
beft  fervantij  are  to  be  found  in  praying  fami¬ 
lies.  This  may  be  eafilv  accounted  for  from 
the  conne£lion  between  religious  and  relative 
duties.  A  reverence  muft  naturally  be  exci¬ 
ted  in  the  minds  of  fervau  s  for  thofe  mafters 
who  lead  their  devotions,  and  whom  they 
hear  interceding  with  earneftnefs  for  them  be¬ 
fore  God.  This  principle  will  reftrain  them 
from  offending  mafters  fo  tenderly  concerned 
for  their  intereft,  and  excite  them  to  recom¬ 
mend  themfelves  by  their  fidelity  and  dili¬ 
gence.  If  a  fpirit  of  unfeigned  piety,  which 
is  cherilhed  by  prayer,  del'cends  from  the 
head  to  the  members  of  the  family,  it  will  not 
fail  to  produce  this  effe(ft.  Ye  fervants  of 
praying  mafters,  flaow  that  you  “  count  them 
“  worthy  of  double  honour,  and  be  obedient 
to  them  in  finglenefs  of  heart  as  unto 
Chrift  :  not  with  eye-fervice,  as  men  plea- 
**  fers  j  but  as  the  fervants  of  Jefus,  doing 
the  will  of  God  from  the  heart,  with  good- 

“  will 
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will  doing  fervice  as  unto  tlie  Lord,  and  not 
“  unto  men.” 

Lajily  on  this  argument :  The  exercifes  of 
family-devotion  may  prove  greatly  beneficial 
to  your  friends,  vifitors,  or  thofe  who  may 
occafionally  join  you  in  this  duty.  A  favou- 
ry  and  lading  fenfe  of  divine  things  may 
thereby  be  px’oduced  in  their  minds ;  they  may 
have  caufe  to  look  on  your  Jaoufes  as  places 
where  they  became  firft  acquainted  with  God, 
and  your  devotions  as  the  happy  means  of 
communicating  fpiritual  life,  or  filling  them 
with  the  confolations  of  religion  :  “  He  that 

“  w'alketh  with  the  wife  fliall  become  wife, 
“  but  a  companion  of  fools  flaall  be  de- 
“  ftroyed.”  Let  a  regard  then  to  your  do- 
meftic  profperity  and  comfort  determine  you 
to  adopt,  and  put  in  practice,  the  refolution 
of  Jolhua,  “  As  for  me  and  my  houfe,  we  will 

ferve  the  Lord.” 

Confider,  further,  parents,  that  the  intc- 
reft  ot  your  country  will  be  highly  promoted 
by  fuch  a  conduct,  as  well  as  the  advantage 
of  your  families.  There  is  not  fo  true  a  pa¬ 
triot  as  the  man  who  is  uniformly  religious. 
The  city  or  country  which  contains  many  pious 
citizens,  hath  a  more  powerful  defence  than 
ramparts,  walls,  or  military  preparations,  can 
afford.  Had  there  been  even  five  righteous 
perfons  in  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  thefc  cities 
would  have  been  faved  from  deftru£lion.  It 
is  a  truth  abfolutely  certain,  though  little  at¬ 
tended  to  or  acknowledged,  that  the  prefent 

fafety 
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fafety  of  the  wicked  ihemfelves,  is  owing  to 
their  being  intermingled  in  fociety  with  the 
juft.  Their  prayers  avert  divine  judgements, 
and  draw  down  bleffings  upon  the  places  in 
which  they  refide,  and  the  communities  with 
which  they  are  connected  ;  their  authority, 
advice,  and  example,  reftrain  many  from 
grol’s  impiety  and  immorality.  Nothing  al- 
moft  can  contribute  fo  much  to  preferve  and 
increafe  a  holy  feed,  as  family-religion.  The 
devotional  exercifes  of  a  well-regulated  fami¬ 
ly,  and  the  inftrudling  of  children  and  fer- 
vants  in  Chriftian  principles  and  duties,  have 
an  evident  and  ftrong  tendency  to  promote 
their  growth  in  grace  and  religious  know¬ 
ledge.  Families  are,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
the  firft  of  focieties  j  out  of  them  larger  fo- 
cieties  are  formed,  or  rather  they  are  a  com¬ 
bination  of  them.  If  families,  therefore,  are 
under  due  government,  if  the  members  of 
them  are  well-difpofed,  the  church  and  ftate 
to  which  they  belong  mu  ft  be  in  a  flourifliing 
condition.  Thefe  are  nurferies  of  good  men, 
and  good  fuhjefls  ;  this  is  a  fountain  from 
whence  proceed  many  healing  ftreams  to  wa¬ 
ter  the  city  of  our  God,  and  to  enrich  the 
countries  through  which  they  flow. 

The  inftruilions  and  impreflions  received  in 
youth  are  generally  lafting,  and  influence  mens 
future  character  through  life.  None  will  be 
found  to  be  fo  honeft  and  induftrious  in  bufi- 
nefs,  fo  affectionate  and  faithful  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  relative  duties,  or  fo  zealous  and 

active 
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active  in  any  caufe  of  public  concern,  as  thofe 
who  have  been  educated  in  religious  fami¬ 
lies. 

Confider  the  extenflve  as  well  as  the  be¬ 
nign  influence  of  the  duty  now  recommend¬ 
ed.  Your  '  children,  trained  to  devotional 
cxercifes,  and  formed,  by  the  divine  blefling, 
to  the  love  of  piety  and  goodnefs  under  your 
care,  may  cftablilh  afterwards  families  of  their 
own,  and  fet  up  their  altars  to  God  there. 
They  may  probably  imitate  your  laudable  ex¬ 
ample,  in  praying  with  their  children  and  fer- 
vants,  and  in  teaching  them  carefully  thofe 
things  which  relate  either  to  faith  or  to  practice, 
to  their  prefent  comfort,  or  future  happinefs. 
They  again,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  be  equally 
attentive  to  the  religious  concerns  of  their  po- 
fterity.  By  thele  means  a  feed  {hall  be  pre- 
ferved,  and  multiplied,  to  ferve  God,  which 
fhall  be  accounted  to  him  for  a  generation  : 
“  One  generation  fliall  praife  his  works  to  an- 
other,  and  declare  his  mighty  a61s.  Even 
the  children  who  fhall  be  born,  fhall  arife 
“  and  declare  them  to  their  children,  that 
“  they  alfo  may  fet  their  hope  in  God,  and 
“  keep  his  commandments.” 

It  may  be  reafonably  expeiSied,  too,  that 
many  of  the  fervants  who  have  lived  in  your 
houfes,  and  have  been  accuflomed  to  prayer, 
will  carry  a  praying  fpirit  out  of  them  ;  and 
that  when  married,  or  when  they  have  got  fa¬ 
milies  of  their  own,  they  will  maintain  the 
worfliip  of  God,  and  educ.ate  their  children 

In 
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in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 
In  this  way  may  a  fpirit  of  piety  be  difFufed 
far  and  wide,  and  ti-anfmitted  perhaps  from 
age  to  age  as  long  as  the  world  lafts.  * 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  negledl  this 
duty,  how  pernicious  may  be  the  confequen- 
ces  to  your  country,  and  to  pofterity  ?  1  can¬ 

not  exprefs  my  fentiments  on  this  fubjeiSt  more 
flrongly  than  in  the  words  of  a  late  pious  wri¬ 
ter,  Orton’s  Difcourfes,  p.  130.  “  In  confe- 

“  quence  of  your  negledt  of  famlly-worthip, 
“  your  children  and  domelfics  may  omit  it  in 
“  their  families,  and  their  childrens  children 
may  omit  it  ;  fo  that  perhaps,  before  the 
“  end  of  the  world,  there  may  be  hundreds, 
“  and  even  thoufands,  defcended  from  you, 
who  have  in  efFedt  learned  irreliglon  and 
“  impiety  in  your  houfes,  and  from  your  ex- 
“  ample  ;  or  at  lead:  have  never  learned  reli- 
gion  there.  Their  wickednefs  and  mifery 
“  may  be  traced  up  as  high  as  your  negledt  of 
“  family-worlhip,  and  be  in  fome  degree 
“  charged  to  your  account.  .You  had  a  thou- 
“  fand  times  better  leave  your  families  beg- 
“  gars,  than  leave  them  enemies  to  God,  and 
“  ftrangers  to  prayer.  Whereas,  by  a  faith- 
“  ful  care  in  this  duty,  you  may  leave  a 
“  praying  feed,  that  fliall  be  the  lupport  of 
“  religion  in  every  future  age,  and  your  joy 
“  and  crown  of  rejoicing  at  the  appearance  of 
Jefus  Chrift.”  I  therefore  befeech  you  who 
are  heads  of  families,  if  you  love  your  coun¬ 
try,  and  have  a  regard  to  the  bell  intereds  of 
1  pofterity. 
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pofterity,  to  maintain  the  worfliip  of  God  in 
your  houfes. 

5.  The  laft  argument  by  which  I  fhall  brief¬ 
ly  urge  your  complying  with  the  refolution  of 
Jofluia,  “  As  for  me  and  my  houfe,  we  will 
“  ferve  the  Lord,”  is  the  pleafure  or  fatif- 
faction  attending  family-worfliip. 

What  unfpeakable  pleafure  muft  it  afford  to 
a  pious  man,  to  fee  his  family  united  in  the. 
worfhip  of  the  great  Father  of  all,  and  to  hear 
out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  fucklings  the 
high  praifes  of  God  ?  What  fatisfaflion  muff 
it  give  to  a  devout  and  affeflionate  parent,  to 
communicate  to  young  minds  fentimehts  of 
piety  and  virtue,  to  fee  them  receiving  with 
cagernefs  religious  inffrudlion,  and  profiting 
by  his  prayers  and  example  ?  What  joy  muff 
arife  from  the  profpe^l  of  their  becoming  ere 
long  pillars  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  bleff- 
ings  to  fociety  ?  What  pleafure  muft  it  yield 
to  a  mafter,  to  obferve  his  fervants  attending 
with  reverence  on  the  ftated  devotions  of  the 
family,  and  difcovering  the  beneficial  influence 
of  thefe  religious  exercifes,  by  their  piety,  di¬ 
ligence,  and  regularity  of  manners  ?  How 
pleafant  muft:  it  be  to  children  of  proper  dif- 
pofitions,  to  feel  the  watchful  and  tender  care 
of  their  parents  about  their  beft  interefts  ? 
how  agreeable  to  join  with  them  in  thankfgi- 
ving  to  their  heavenly  Father,  and  in  intercef- 
fions  for  the  divine  bleffing  ?  Nothing  can 
tend  more  to  increafe  the  joys  of  domeftic  life, 
VoL.  III.  C  the 
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the  endearing  attachment  between  hufband 
and  wife,  parent  and  child,  than  frequent  u- 
nion  in  ^iddrefles  at  a  throne  of  grace.  Ser¬ 
vants  too  muft  feel  much  fatisfadlion  from  the 
condefeenfion  of  their  mafters,  in  explaining 
to  them  the  principles  of  religion,  and  in  join¬ 
ing  with  them  in  religious  addrefles  which  re¬ 
late  to  every  member  of  the  family.  The  re- 
fle£lion,  parents,  on  the  regular  performance 
of  this  duty,  will  chear  your  minds  in  the  time 
of  licknefs,  and  at  the  approach  of  death, 
when  all  fublunary  enjoyments  are  unfatif- 
faftory. 


SERMON  ii; 
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As  for  me  and  my  houfcy  vje  'will ferve  the  Lords 
Aving,  in  the  former  difcourfe,  fhewn' 


jlU-  the  powerful  inducements  to  family- 
worlhip,  I  iliall  now  proceed  to  the  fecond 
head,  To  examine  the  apologies  for  the  ne- 
glefl  of  this  duty.  . 

Some  fecretly  imagine,  though  probably 
they  will  not  have  the  confidence  to  avow  it, 

,  that  thefe  religious  exercifes^  are  unfuitable  ta 
their  rank  and  dignity.  But  why  Ihould  you 
a£l  upon  an  idea  fo  abfurd  and  unworthy,, 
which  you  are  afliamed  even  to  exprefs  ?  Can 
any  rank  exempt  men  from  their  duty  to  the 
Supreme  Being  ?  Hath  not  he  appointed  our  . 
different  ftations  ?  is  not  the  higheft  monarch 
dependent  upon  him  ?  is  not  he  the  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  ?  It  can  be  no  de¬ 
gradation,  therefore,  of  the  nobleft  prince- 
vvho  fways  a  fceptre,  to  be  his  own  chaplain,, 
to  lead  the  devotions  of  his  family,  and  to  of¬ 
fer  up  his  tribute  of  humble  homage  to  hinu 
who  “  bringeth  princes  to  nothing,  and  count- 
eth  the  judges  of  the  earth  as  vanity.”' 
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External  diftinftlons  fhould,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  evanifli,  \vhen  creatures  fift  themfelves- 
before  tlieir  great  Creator  and  Lord.  The 
confciournefs  of  any  favourable  circumftances 
in  their  lot,  Ihould  lead  them  to  a  more  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgement  of  him  “  who  maketh 
“  them  to  differ.”  Should  our  Gracious 
Sovereign  invite  or  admit  any  family  in  this 
affembly  to  his  prefence* chamber,  and  to  a 
fvtll  audience,  would  any  difdain  the  privi¬ 
lege,  or  think  It  below  their  acceptance  ?  And 
^an  you  then  imagine,  that  any  dignity,  or 
affluence  of  fortune,  can  intitle  you  to  defpife 
or  decline  approaching,  in  a  family-capacity, 
to  Him  by  whom  kings  reign,  and  princes  de¬ 
cree  juftice  ?  Proud,  unreafonable  man,  be 
alhamed  of  thy  folly  !" 

Again  :  There  are  fome  female  heads  of  fa¬ 
milies,  who  plead  their  fex  as  an  apology  for 
not  maintaining  the  worfiiip  of  God  in  their 
houfes  Now,  though  it  be  more  proper  in 
moff:  cafes,  that  a  man  fhould  be  the  mouth 
of  a  family  to  God  ;  yet  when  there  is  no 
man  in  the  family,  or  when  he,  from  age  or 
other  circumffances,  is  unfit  for  or  difinclined 
to  the  duty,  it  appears  perfedtly  confident  with 
female  modeffy,  and  propriety,  for  a  mother 
to  join  with  her  children  and  domeftics  in  re¬ 
commending  them  to  the  divine  favour  and 
protection,  and  in  bleffing  the  Almighty  for 
his  innumerable  benefits  beftowed  on  them 
from  day  to  day.  Should  delicacy  reffrain 
women  in  the  prefence  of  their  male  fervants, 

they 
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they  may- at  leaft  aflemble  the  female  part  cf 
their  houl'ehold.  Queen  Efther,  you  knov.’'-, 
faded  with  her  maidens.  Tho’  women  are  not 
permitted  to  fpeak  in  church,  there  is  no  fcrip- 
tural  prohibition  to  prevent  them  from  fpeak- 
ing  on  divine  things  at  home.  Many  of  them 
poflefs  that  ftrength-of  devotion,  and  fluency 
of  expreffion,  which  qualify  them  for-preliding 
in  the  religious  exercifes  of  the  family.  What 
fpe(dacle  can  be  more  comely,  and  pleaflng  to 
a  ferious  mind,  than  a  venerable  matron,  with 
her  defcendents  around  her,  employed  in 
prayer,  and  hymns  of  praire,,to  him  who  is  the 
guide  of  youth  and  the  ftafF  of  age,  the  wh 
dow’s  hufband  and  the  orphan’s  day ! 

Mothers^  I  need  not  afk  you  if  you  love 
your  children,  and  defire  to  promote  their 
welfare  :  Can  a  mother  forget  her  fucking 

“  child,  that  die  diould  not  have  compaflion> 
“  on  the  fon  of  her  womb  ?  ”  Natural  affec¬ 
tion  prompts  you  to  do  every-  thing  which  can- 
preferve  the  health,  or  advance  the  worldly 
intered,  of  your  offspring.  But  do  not  you 
believe  that  they  have  fouls  alfo,  which  diall 
furvive  the  diffolution  of  their  bodies,  and  be 
happy  or  miferable  through  eternity  ?  And 
can  you  be  unconcerned  about  their  infinitely 
more  valuable  part  Your  children  are  more 
in  your  company  than  in  their,  father’s  at  that 
early  period  of  life  wlien  the  mind  is  mod 
fufceptible  of  imprefiions.  I  intreat  you  to» 
improve  this  precious  opportunity,  by  com¬ 
municating  religious  indrudion,  and-by  priiy^ 

C  3  iBg;, 
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ing  much  with  your  family.  Some  of  you 
perhaps  have  loft  worthy  hulbandsy  who  have 
left  you  with  a  numerous  and  young  charge. 
Accuftom  them  to  prayer.  If  you  train  them 
in  the  way  in  which  they  fhould  go,  they  will 
prove  comforts  to  you,  and  bleflings  to  focie- 
ty.  That  family  is  moft  likely  to  profper, 
where  God  is  daily  acknowledged.  Others 
of  you  are  connected  with  prayerlefs  huf- 
bands,  who  beftow  no  attention  upon  the  re- 
hVious  interefts  of  their  children.  Be  not 
partakers  with  them  in  this  criminal  negli¬ 
gence,  but  watch  over  the  fpiritual  welfare  of 
your  family  with  a  conftant  and  tender  anxie¬ 
ty.  Suffer  not  their  dear  fouls  to  pei  ilh  y 
ufe  your  beft  endeavours  to  counterad^t  and 
defeat  the  effects  of  the  negligence  and  bad 
example  of  their  fathers  •,  direct  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  divine  things  *,  teach  them  to  pray, 
and  join  with  them  frequently  in  this  duty  j 
let  the  danger  to  which  they  are  expofed  ex¬ 
cite  you  to  double  your  diligence  and  a<ftivity. 
Whatever  the  charafier  of  your  hufbands  may 
be,  your  piety  and  attention  to  the  eternal 
concerns  of  your  children  will  endear  you  to 
them  -,  and  your  labour  lhall  not  be  in  vain  in 
the  Lord. 

Again  :  There  are  others  who  urge  as  an 
excufe  for  their  negledf,  balhfulnefs,  and  in¬ 
ability  to  prefide  in  the  religious  exercifes  of 
the  family.  They  exprefs  their  approbation 
of  the  duty  itfelf,  and  regret  that  they  have 
not  courage  to  perform  it.  But  this,  my 

Friends^ 
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Friends,  is  a  falfe  fliame,  which  you  fhould 
endeavour  to  vanquhh.  By  frequent  and  re- 
folute  attempts  many  have  overcome  this  na¬ 
tural  infirmity  j  and  why  may  not  you  ?  Did 
you  cherifli  a  more  lively  fenfe  of  the  great 
nefs  of  that  Being  who  is  the  object  of  wor- 
Ihip,  it  would  deftroy,  in  a  great  meafure, 
fliame  and  timidity  on  account  of  the  prefence 
of  any  of  your  fellow-creatm*es  at  your  devo¬ 
tions.  Some  of  thofe  who  have  been  mofl: 
modeft  in  company,  have  been  fearlefs  of 
mart  when  addreffing  their- Maker,  or  when 
executing  a  divine  commiflion. 

But  perhaps  you  complain  of  a  want  of  ex- 
preffion,  or  of  a  ready  command  of  thought 
in  focial  prayer.  This  defedl,  however,  may 
ufually  be  remedied.  In  this,  as  in  other 
things,  facility  and  corre^tnefs  are  to  be  ac¬ 
quired  by  frequent  pradlice.  Some  who  have 
been  vei'y  hefitating  and  inaccurate  at  firff, 
h^^ve  attained  afterwards  much  propriety  of 
diffion  in  family-worfhip.  Thofe  who  hand 
in  need  of  affillance,  may  take  the  advantage 
of  compofed  forms  of  prayer,  to  fupply  their 
deficiencies  of  thought  or  language,  and  in¬ 
termingle  fuch  additions  as  are  fuitable  to  the 
particular  fituation  of  their  family.  Though 
I  approve  more  of  free  prayer,  yet  I  am  fen- 
lible,  that  well-chofen  forms  may  be  of  great 
help  to  beginners,  and  to  perfons  of  weak  con¬ 
ceptions,  or  in  a  deprefied  date  of  mind.  It 
is  furely  better  that  a  fet  form  fhould  be  ufed, 

than 


3^  Fa mily-worfliip  recommended.  Ser.  z; 

than  the  duty  be  neglected.  The  excufe  of 
inability,  therefore,,  cannot  be  fuftained. 

But  there  are  others  who  plead  the  hurry 
of  bulinefs  as  an  apology  for  the  negle<St  of 
family-worlhip  ;  as  if  this  were  an  exercife 
only  for  idle  people.  Allow  me  to  alk,  if  it 
is  reafonable  for  you  to  immerfe  yourfelves  fo 
deeply  in  the  cares  of  the  world,  as  to  exclude 
the  acknowledging  of  God  at  proper  fea- 
fons  and  intervals  ?  It  would  not  confume 
much  time,  nor  retard  greatly  your  fecular  af¬ 
fairs,  to  fpend  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  eve¬ 
ry  morning  and  evening  with  your  family,  in 
thanking  God  for  mercies  enjoyed,  and  in 
imploring  temporal  and  fpiritual  bleflings. 
The  advantages  attending  this  duty,  would 
much  overbalance  the  expence  of  time  ;  it 
would  prove  an  excellent  antidote  to  the  temp¬ 
tations  of  bufinefs  and.  of  pleafure,  a  ftrong 
excitement  to  duty,  and  a  powerful  fupport 
under  the  daily  trials  and  afflidlions  of  life. 
May  it  not  reafonably  be  expedled,  too,  that 
your  united  fupplications  will  promote  the 
fuccefs  of  your  worldly  employments,  and 
draw  down  the  blefling  of  Heaven  on  your  fa¬ 
milies  ?  “  The  lot  is  call  into  the  lap,  but  the 

“  difpofal  thereof  is  of  the  Lord.”  In  truth 
it  is  not  want  of  time,  but  want  of  inclination, 
which  is  the  melancholy  fource  of  the  negleci 
of  this  duty.  Dav>J,  though  much  engaged 
in  war,  as  well  as  occupied  by  the  cares  of  his 
family  and  kingdom,  found  leifure  for  prayer, 
thrke,  and  often  feven  times  a-day,  and  expe¬ 
rienced 
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rienced  its  utility  in  the  execution  of  his  im¬ 
portant  truft.  It  is  ftrongly  to  be  fufpe^led-, 
that  many  v/ho  urge  the  apology  of  bufinefs, 
fpend  much  more  time  at  the  card-table,  or  at 
their  bottle,  than  is  requihte  for  the  purpO- 
fes  of  devotion  5  and  1  leave  the  impartial 
to  judge,  which  of  them  will  be  moft  benefi¬ 
cial  in  the  end  to  themfelves  and  families. 

But  it  is  probable  there  are  fome  in  this  af- 
fembly  who  are  reludlant  to  comply  with  the 
prefent  exhortation,  from  the  fear  of  ridicule, 
or  being  marked  for  fingularity.  You  dread 
the  fneer  of  the  fcofi'er,  or  the  imputation  of 
enthufiarm,  hypocrify,  or  fuperflition.  Now, 
-my  friends,  if  you  are  confcious  of  the  injir- 
ftice  of  the  charge,  and  that  your  motives  are 
more  pure,  why  fhould  you  regard’  the  ceit- 
fures  of  the  world  Would  you  adt  thus  in 
your  worldly  affairs  ?  Would  a  wife  man  al¬ 
low  himfelf  to  be  laughed  or  frightened  out 
of  a  good'eftate,  or  a  profitable  employment  ? 
I  think  not.  How  comes  it,  then,  that  you 
fhould  be  fo  eafily  diverted  from  more  import¬ 
ant  objefts  of  attention,  from  the ‘concerns 
of  eternity,  which  are  incomparably  more  va¬ 
luable  than  the  fleeting  things  of  time  ?  What 
fignify  a  few  bad  names  and  fatirical  remarks, 
when  compared  with  the  approving  tefHmony 
of  your  own  minds,  and  the  welfare  of  your 
families  in  time  and  through  eternity  ?  E- 
ven  fome  pious  perfons  are  too  much  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  regard  to  fafhion,  and 
to  the  maxims  of  a  corrupt  age.  If  I'  am 
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not  miftaken,  there  are  fome  who  cut  off 
pfalmody,  which  is  an  eflential  and  pleafant 
part  of  worfhip,  from  the  religious  exercifes 
of  the  family,  for  no  other  reafon  but  to  con¬ 
ceal  from  their  neighbours  and  paflengers 
their  keeping  up  the  worfhip  of  God  in  their 
houfes.  But  why  do  you  affeif  this  conceal¬ 
ment  ?  Why  would  you  fmuggle  your  reli¬ 
gion  ?  Are  you  afhamed  of  your  mafter  ? 
You  are  not  averfe  that  it  fliould  be  known 
by  your  neighbours,  that  you  fit  down  re¬ 
gularly  to  meals  with  your  family,  at  leaflr 
you  would  not  refrain  though  it  were  known  : 
why  then  fhould  you  be  fo  anxious  to  con¬ 
ceal  from  your  neighbours,  that  you  celebrate 
the  praifes  of  God  with  your  family,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  prepare  them  and  yourfelves  for  a 
better  life  ?  Though  to  be  feen  or  praifed  of 
men,  fhould  not  be  the  motive  of  any  reli¬ 
gious  performance,  we  fliould  not  negledf  any 
duty  of  piety  for  fear  of  being  feen  by  rnen  ; 
efpecially  if  the  nature  of  the  duty  is  fuch, 
that  if  performed,  it  muft  be  known  by  thofe 
around  us.  By  fuch  a  concealment  you  dimi- 
nifh  the  influence  of  your  good  example, 
which  might  probably  excite  others  to  a  duty 
in  itfelf  reafonable  and  advantageous.  Boldly 
avow,  then,  your  attachment  to  religion ;  it 
is  your  duty  at  all  times,  and  never  was  it 
more  needful  than  at  prefent.  Remember  the 
declaration  of  our  divine  mafter :  “  Who- 

“  foever  fhall  be  afhamed  of  me  and  my  words 
“  in  an  adulterous  and  evil  generation,  of 

“  him 
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him  alfo  fhall  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamed 
when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father, 
**  with  the  holy  angels.”  Not  only  muft  we 
“  with  the  heart  believe  unto  righteoufnefs, 
“  but  with  the  mouth  make  confefllon  unto 
**  falvation.” 

There  is  only  another  apology  (if  it  deferves 
the  name)  to  which  we  would  requefl  your  at¬ 
tention,  namely,  that  of  thofe  who  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  reafonablenefs  of  thefe  religious  ex- 
ercifes,  but  after  a  long  negle<ft  cannot  pre¬ 
vail  on  themfelves  to  introduce  them  into 
their  family.  What  does  this  amount  to  ?  it 
is,  that  you  are  too  proud  to  confefs  a  fault. 
H  ow  unreafonable  for  perfons  who  have  fo 
great  caufe,  to  make  fuch  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment  !  The  longer  you  perfift  in  the  negleft 
of  known  duty,  your  guilt  is  the  more  aggra¬ 
vated.  Be  alTured  there  is  nothing  which  can 
put  you  in  a  more  honourable  and  advanta¬ 
geous  light  in  the  eftimation  of  your  family, 
than  to  acknowledge,  that  you  are  fenfiblc 
of  having  done  wrong  in  the  negledl  of  fa- 
mily-worfliip  in  time  paft,  and  that  you  are' 
refolved  to  be  punctual  in  the  performance 
of  it  for  the  future.  O  that  you  had  the  hu¬ 
mility  and  courage  to  adopt  and  effedluate  the 
refolution  of  Jolhua,  “  As  for  me  and  my 
**  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord.” 

It  is  not  enough  that  you  join  with  your 
families  in  religious  exercifes  on  the  Lord’s 
day  only,  as  is  the  pradice  of  many.  If  you 
ivilh  them  to  be  beneficial  to  your  children 

aad 
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and  domeftics,  they  muft  be  much  more  fre¬ 
quent.  There  are  fo  many  things  around  us 
to  cool  and  extinguifh  the  flame  of  piety,  that 
daily  feuel  is  requifite  to  preferve  and  cherifli 
it.  As  there  is  no  day  in  which  a  family  hath 
»ot  bleflings  to  afk  or  to  acknowledge,  this 
ought  to  be  a  ftated  employment  of  every 
day.  Some  clofe  the  day  with  family-devo-. 
tion.  So  far  they  do  well ;  but  if  they  would 
fee^in  the  day  in  the  fame  manner,  it  would 
Ipe  ftill  better.  It  is  highly  fit,  that  a  family 
cf  Chriftians  ihould  unite  in  acknowledging 
the  mercies  of  the  night,  and  in  imploring  the 
divine  guidance  and  protection  through  the 
day.  It  may  have  the  mofl;  powerful  influence 
in  blunting  the  edge  of  temptation,  in  giving 
a  .proper  direction  to  their  minds  under  the 
viciflitudes  of  life,  and  in  preparing  them  for 
a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  difeharge  of  the 
aCtive  duties,  for  which  the  day  is  intended. 
The  fame  reafons  which  eltablifli  the  proprie¬ 
ty  of  fecret  prayer  morning  and  evening, 
may  be  urged  for  equal  frequency  in  family- 
worfliip. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  intreat  all  maflers  of  fa¬ 
milies  in  this  aflembly,  to  comply  with  the  du¬ 
ty  now  recommended.  I  can  fuggeft  no  argu¬ 
ments  more  powerful  to  excite  you  to  the 
practice  of  it.  If  you  have  hitherto  negleCted 
this  duty,  *  and  are  now  fenfible  of  its  obliga¬ 
tions,  make  no  delay  in  aCting  fuitably  to  your 
convictions.  Pay  no  regard  to  the  maxims  or 
2.  '  cuftoms 
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cuftoms  of  the  world,  when  they  interfere  with 
the  dictates  of  religion,  and  the  eternal  inte- 
refls  of  your  family. 

As  for  you  who  worfliip  God  in  your  fami¬ 
lies,  I  befeech  you  to  perform  the  duties  of 
fuch  a  religious  profellion  with  frequency  and 
fcrioufnefs.  Do  not  conlider  them  merely  as 
decent  ufages,  recommended  by  the  advice  and 
example  of  your  parents,  but  as  a  reafonable 
and  profitable  fervice.  Above  all,  be  careful 
to  live  fuitably  to  your  high  charafter  and  pro- 
feflion  ;  wound  not  the  religion  you  profefs, 
by  inconfiftency  of  condudl ;  give  not  the 
world  occafion  to  reproach  you  with  intempe¬ 
rance,  dilhonefty  in  your  dealings,  or  any  fin- 
ful  indulgence,  though  a  worfliipper  of  Cod 
In  your  family  ;  remember  that  the  prayers  of 
the  wicked  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord, 
cfpecially  when  offered  with  a  wicked  mind, 
as  a  cloak  to  their  fins,  or  a  peace-offering  for 
the  omiflion  of  the  weightier  matters  of  the 
law,  judgement,  mercy,  and  faith.  There 
cannot  be  more  deliberate  impiety,  or  a  grofi- 
cr  perverlion  of  every  worthy  principle,  than 
fuch  a  conduct  indicates.  The  mofi:  awful 
judgements  are  threatened  in  the  word  of 
God,  and  fliall  certainly  be  infliffed,  on  thofe 
who  are  chargeable  with  fuch  prefumptuous 
guilt.  But  we  hope  better  things  of  you, 
“  and  things  that  accompany  falvation,  though 
“  we  thus  fpeak.”  Let  the  purity  of  your 
manners  recommend  you,  and  the  religion 
you  profefs,  to  all  around  you.  Strive  to  be 
Vot*  III'  D  equally 
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equally  exemplary  for  pious  and  focial  duties  ; 
there  is  an  infeparable  connedlion  between 
them  :  “  He  that  hath  clean  hands,  and  a 
pure  heart,  who  hath  not  lift  up  his  foul 
‘‘  unto  vanity,  nor  fworn  deceitfully ;  he  fhall 
*'*  receive  the  bleffing  from  the  Lord,  and 
5*  righteoufnefs  from  the  God  of  his  falvation.” 


SERMON  III. 


The  reafonablenefs  and  necelhty  of  Pu¬ 
blic  Worfhip. 

By  Robert  Petrie,  V.‘  D.  M. 

preached  before  the  fynod  of  Dumfries,  at  Dum-' 
fries,  0(Sobcr  ii.  1743. 


Heb.  xiii.  15.  16.  17. 

By  him  therefore  let  us  offer  the  facrifice  of 
praife  to  God  continually^  that  iSf  the  fruit 
of  our  lips,  giving  thanks  to  his  name.  But 
to  do  good,  and  to  communicate,  forget  not  ; 
for  uoith  fuch  facrifces  God  is  'ivell  pleafed. 
Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you,  and 
fubmit  yourfelves, 

LL  mankind  are  agreed  in  this  firfi  prin- 
ciple  of  natural  religion,  That  there  is  a 
God  -,  which  implies  not  only  the  notion  of 
exiftence,  but  alfo  of  intelligence,  power,  wif- 
doin,  and  efpecially  dominion.  For  if  God 
governs  not  the  world,  it  is  much  the  fame  to 
us  whether  he  exids  or  not  ;  but  if  our  lives 
are  in  his  hand  ;  if  he  upholds  all  things  by 
his  power,  and  exercifes  an  immediate  and 
abfolute  authority  over  all  nature  *,  it  is  of  the 
lad:  importance  to  us  to  know  what  regards- 

D  2  are 
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are  due  to  him  from  fuch  creatures  as  we  are, 
and  to  behave  towards  him  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  we  have  ground  to  believe  he  will  approve 
of. 

Now  when  we  conceive  God  as  a  being  of 
inSnite  perfection,  and  the  Sovereign  Lord  of 
the  univerfe,  we  are  naturally  infpired  with  e- 
fteem  and  reverence  ;  with  a  defire  of  his  fa¬ 
vour,  and  a  dread  of  his  difpleafure  :  and  to 
exprefs  thefe  fentiments  and  affeCtions  by  cer^ 
tain  actions  direCted  immediately  towards  him, 
is  divine  ivor/hip. 

That  we  fiiould  in  this  manner  acknowledge 
him,  and  own  our  dependence  upon  him, 
leems  to  be 'the  voice  of  the  whole  world  :  for 
there  fcarce  ever  was  a  nation,  where  men 
have  not,  fome  way  or  other,  declared  their 
fenfe  of  the  being  and  providence  of  God  ; 
and  where-ever  they  have  been  joined  toge¬ 
ther  in  a,  common  public  intereft,  there  alfo 
inftitutions  of  public  worfhip  have  b.een  efta- 
blifhed ;  and  therefore,  from  the  general  con- 
fent  and  praCtice  of  ail  men  in  all  ages,  we 
may  be  allowed  to  infer.  That,  to  'worjhip 
Cod  publicly i  together  ivith  the  fociety  to  'ivhich- 
ive  belongy  is  another  principle  of  natural  I'eli- 
gion. 

Before  life  and  immortality  were  brought  to 
light  by  the  Son  of  God,  public  worfliip  con- 
fifted  chiefly  in  certain  myflerious  rites,  but 
efpecially  in  offering  beafts  in  fiicrifice  ;  a  cu- 
flom  which  univerfally  prevailed  almofl:  over 
the  whole  earth,  and  which,  by  the  aftonifli- 

ing 
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mg  event  of  our  Saviour’s  fufferings,  appears 
to  have  proceeded  from  a  very  important 
caufe.  But  he  having,  by  one  offering,  per- 

fedfed  for  ever  them  that  are  fan£lified,”' 
thefe  rites  were  aboliflied  ;  and  a  reafonable 
fervice,  a  pure  fpiritual  worfliip,  was  introdu¬ 
ced  ;  according  to  which  we  are  required  to- 
offer  in  facrifice,  not  the  fruit  of  our  bodies^ 
fields,  or  flocks,  but  the  fruit  of  our  lips,  in 
adoration,  pi'ayer,  and  praife,  in  the  name 
of  our  great  High  Priefl:  Jefus  Chrift.  By 
him  thereforcy  fays  the  Apoftle,  let  iis  offer  the 
facrifice  of  praife  y  &c.. 

But  left  we  fhould  reft  in  fuch  a£ls  of  wor- 
fhip  as  the  end,  forgetting  than  it  is  a  moili 
acceptable  fervice,  and  one  main  defign  of  our 
prayers  and  praifes  being  injoined  us,  to  imi¬ 
tate  the  divine  Being  in  goodnefs,  love,  and 
benevolence  to  mankind,  it  is  added  in  the 
next  verfe,  But  to  do  goody  and  to  communicate, 
forget  not  ;  for  with  fuch  facrifices  God  is  well 
pleafed  The  end  we  q^ight  to  aim  at  in  all 
our  addreffes,  is  to  raife  our  minds  to  the 
admiration,  revei*ence,  and  love  of  God,  and 
to  engage  us  to  the  love  and  practice  of  good¬ 
nefs  to  one  another. 

Thus  the  light  of  nature  and  revelation  e- 
qually  teach  us,  firft.  That  God  is  to  be  wor- 
fliipped,  and  that  publicly,,  and  before  the 
world  j  for  of  fuch  worfliip,  it  is  evident  from 
the  context,  the  apoftle  is  fpeaking ;  befidesj 
that  it  is  the  doctrine  every  where  inculcated 
throughout  th'S  fcriptures.  Secondly y  That  pt> 
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blic  T^’'orfhIp  is  a  means  of  begetting  in  ns  fuch 
difpofitions  and  virtues  as  are  neceflary  to  the 
prel’cnt  happinefs  of  mankind  :  fo  the  apoftle 
Jvere  infinuates ;  and  fo  all  nations  have  un- 
derftood  it,  as  is  evident  from  their  religious 
inilituticns. 

Thei'e  is  this  alfo  in  public  religion,  con¬ 
firmed  both  by  general  pradlice  and  by  revela¬ 
tion,  that,  for  the  right  performance  of  di¬ 
vine  worlhip,  there  muft  be  an  order  of  men 
feparated  from  the  common  affairs  of  life, 
and  confecrated  to  this  fervice.  Thefe  a- 
mongft  all  nations  have  been  held  in  honour  j 
and  towards  thefe  the  text  recommends  a 
refpefiful  fubmillive  behaviour :  Obey  than 
that  have  the  rule  over  youy  and  Jubniit  your- 
/elves. 

But  here  it  may  be  fuggefted  by  fuch  as  difown 
divine  revelation.  That  all  this  matter  of  public 
religion  and  priefthood  has  no  other  founda¬ 
tion  than  ignorance,  fuperflition,  and  enthu- 
iiafm.  “  Does  not  true  worfliip  confill:,”  they 
will  a&,  “  in  our  having  right  notions  and  juli 
“  fentiments  ox  the  being  and  perfections  of 
‘‘  God,  in  fuitable  affeCtions  of  foul  towards 
“  him,  and  in  a  courfe  of  aClions  agreeable 
“  to  right  reafon  ?  If  he  knows  our  moft  fe- 

cret  thoughts  and  defires,  to  what  purpofe 
“  utter  words,  or  perform  external  aCts  of 
“  worlhip  ?  And  are  not  ail  aClions  of  this 
“  kind  expreffions  of  our  thoughts,  and  then 
“  only  neceffary  when  thefe  cannot  otherwdfe 
“  be  difeovered  ?  But  will  we  pretend  to  in- 

“  form 
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form  him  who  Is  omnifcient  •,  or  move  hirn 
**  with  our  cries  who  is  unchangeable  ?  Or 
“  will  we  think  to  gain  his  favour,  as  if  he 
“  were  an  earthly  monarch,  by  flattering 
“  fpeeches,  and  fubmiflive  proftrations  ?  Is 
“  not  religion  entirely  a  pcrfonal  thing  be- 
“  tween  God  and  a  man’s  own  confcience,  in 
“  which  the  reft  of  the  world  cannot  join, 
“  and  have  no  concern  ?  And  if  all  this  be 
“  fo,  why  the  inftitution  of  priefts  ?  Have 
“  they  not  in  all  ages  been  a  turbulent  fet  of 

men,  who  have  aimed  at  nothing  but  power, 

and  enflaving  mankind  ?  Nay,  is  not  all 
“  external  religion  an  encroachment  upon  na- 
“  tural  liberty,  and  deftrudtive  of  the  interefts 
“  of  fociety  ?  at  leaft,  is  it  any  further  ufeful, 
“  than  to  overawe  the  vulgar,  and  make  them 
“  obedient  to  government  ?” 

Now,  in  anfwer  to  thefe  queftions,  we  fliall 
endeavour  to  ftiew, 

1.  That  public  worfliip  is  reafonable  in  it- 
fclf. 

2.  'I'hat  it  is  necefliiry  to  the  well-being  of 
fociety.  And, 

3.  That  there  muft  be  an  order  of  men  to 
regulate  and  preflde  in  the  afiaii's  of  public 
worfliip  -,  to  whom,  upon  account  of  their 
oflice,  honour  and  refpedl  are  due. 

I.  First,  I  am  to  fhew,  that  public  wor- 
fliip  is  reafonable  in  itfelf.  And  as  my  bufine/s 
will  be  chiefly  with  thofe  who  may  refuft  to 
fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  iacred  ferip- 

tures. 
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tures,  I  fliall  not  urge  it  againft  them,  but 
fhall  reafon  from  fuch  principles  as  they  them- 
felves  do  not  controvert. 

We  lhall  take  it  for  granted,  that  man,  be¬ 
ing  endued  with  I'eafon,  is  capable  to  know 
that  he  is  a  creature  formed  by  an  infinitely 
powerful,  wife,  and  good  Being,  who  is  alfa 
the  preferver  and  governor  of  the  univerfe, 
and  who  is  intimately  prefent  with  him,  anct 
perfectly  knows  both  his  thoughts  and  temper, 
and  actions  •,  that  his  own  happinefs  depends^ 
upon  his  favour,  and  his  mifery  flows  fronr 
his  difpleafure ;  and  hence  that  certain  re¬ 
gards  are  due  from  him  to  this  being ;  parti¬ 
cularly  efteem,  reverence,  love,  and  grati¬ 
tude,  a  fenfe  of  his  precarious  neceffitous  con¬ 
dition,  and  of  his  ablolute  dependence  upon 
God  :  all  which  lays  a  fure  immoveable  foun¬ 
dation  for  private  perfonal  worfhip.  But  be- 
fides  this  relation,  which  evei'y  individual 
ftands  in  to  his  maker,  and  from  which  refult 
the  reafonablenefs  and  duty  of  fuch  worfhip  j- 
men  being  made  for  fotiety,  (at  leafl:  fociety 
being  neceflary  to  their  well-being,  and  man¬ 
kind  accordingly  being  every  where  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  bodies-politic,  and  united  together 
under  certain  forms  of  government),  there  a- 
rifes  from  hence  another  relation  between  God' 
and  them,  which  eftabliflies  a  like  reafonable¬ 
nefs  and  neceflity  of  external  public  worfhip. 
Thus  we  muft  confider  ourfelves  in  this  two¬ 
fold  capacity,  as  creatures  having  a  relation 
only  to  our  creatoi'  j  and  likewife  as  connefc- 
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ed  with  our  fellow- creatures,  and  fubje«n:  to 
the  laws  of  fociety.  In  the  former  view,  our 
worfhip,  and  our  whole  behaviour,  is  entire¬ 
ly  a  perfonal  thing  between  God  and  our  own 
confciences,  in  which  the  reft  of  the  woi'ld 
have  no  concern  ;  in  the  latter,  both  our  ac¬ 
tions  and  worfhip  regard  the  fociety  of  which 
we  are  members.  In  this  fenfe,  we  are  as  a 
family  of  children,  living  under  the  protection 
and  authority  of  a  common  father  ;  whom  it 
becomes  us  to  acknowledge  and  reverence  by 
oUr  outward  behaviour,  as  well  as  in  private, 
or  in  our  thoughts  and  fentiments :  and  as  it 
would  be  highly  abfurd  in  a  child  to  imagine, 
that  he  owed  his  parent  no  regard  unleft 
when  they  were  together  by  thcmfelves,  it  is 
no  lefs  abfurd  to  fay,  that  the  only  worfhip 
we  are  to  perform  to  God,  ought  to  be  per¬ 
fonal,  and  in  fecret ;  for  it  is  to  be  remember¬ 
ed,  that  we  have  no  other  way  of  acknowled¬ 
ging  him  publicly,  but  by  worfhipping  him  pu¬ 
blicly. 

Further,  is  it  not  reafonable  we  ftiould  pu¬ 
blicly  do  homage  to  the  Almighty  Lord  of  the 
univerfe  ?  We  will  not  fay  he  is  delighted 
with  our  homage,  or  that  there  is  any  worth 
in  external  aClions  *,  but  may  not  a  king  re¬ 
quire  public  homage  from  his  fubjecls  for  o- 
ther  purpofes  than  gratifying  his  own  ranity  ? 
May  he  not  juftly  demand  a  public  leftimony 
of  their  refpeCl  and  obedience  ;  whereby  they 
may  be  mutually  confirmed  in  their  efteem  of 
him,  in  their  zeal  for  his  honour,  and  in 

their 
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their  faithful  allegiance  and  fubmiffion  to 
his  government  ?  And  what  other  public  te- 
ftimony  is  it  poffible  for  men  to  give  of  their 
dependence  upon  God,  of  their  love  and 
obedience,  befides  public  worfhip  ?  So  that 
it  is  not  only  fit  in  itfelf  we  fhould  join  to¬ 
gether  in  worfhipping  the  Supreme  Being,  but 
likewife  reafonable,  and  of  the  greatefl:  advan¬ 
tage,  confidered  in  its  effedls  and  confequences. 
For, 

When  we  hear  Almighty  God  folemnly  in¬ 
voked,  when  we  ourfelves  join  in  the  invoca¬ 
tion,  does  not  this  ftrongly  imprefs  us  with 
a  fenfc  of  the  divine  perfections  and  prefence  ? 
When  the  glories  of  his  power,  and  majefty, 
and  grcatnefs,  are  reprefented  to  our  view, 
does  not  this  raife  our  efteem  and  admira¬ 
tion  ?  When  we  run  over  the  amazing  in- 
ftances  of  his  goodnefs  to  us,  and  to  the  reft 
of  mankind,  are  we  not  infphed  with  grati¬ 
tude  and  love  ?  When  we  humbly  confefs 
our  fins  before  him,  are  we  not  led  to  hate 
and  avoid  them  for  the  future  ?  When  we 
make  fupplication  to  him  for  what  we  need, 
does  not  this  teach  us  to  depend  upon  him  ? 
And  does  not  fuch  a  direct  and  immediate  ad- 
drefs  to  the  Divine  Being  leave  an  habitual 
feiife  upon  our  minds  of  his  all-ruling  provi¬ 
dence,  of  his  omnifcience  and  omniprefence, 
of  his  holinefs  and  goodnefs  ?  And  will  not 
fuch  a  fenfe  and  feeling  of  God  have  a  good 
effect  upon  our  behaviour  afterwards  ?  And 
being  trained  up  from  our  childhood  in  fuch 
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cxcrcifes  of  worfhip,  and  the  good  imprelfions 
we  thereby  receive  being  always  kept  alive  by 
the  returns  of  devotion,  when  we  are  intro¬ 
duced  again,  as  it  were,  into  the  prefence  of 
God,  and  our  thoughts  immediately  directed 
towards  him,  can  we  forget  our  dependence 
upon  him,  or  the  eftecm,  and  reverence,  and 
love  we  owe  him  ?  Can  we,  thus  habitually 
employed,  forget  the  exalted  dignity  of  our 
reafonable  nature,  and  that  we  live  and  adl  un¬ 
der  his  immediate  infpedlion  ? 

And  though  all  this  may  be  fald  to  hold  e- 
qually  true  of  public  and  private  worlhip,  yet 
it  is  from  the  former  alone  we  are  taught,  and 
kept  in  mind,  to  perform  the  latter.  Nor  could 
any  regard  to  a  fuperior  invilible  power  be  o- 
therwife  preferved  among  men  ;  for  let  us 
only  fuppofe  all  public  worfhip  is  laid  afide  ; 
by  what  means  fhall  the  knowledge  of  God, 
and  a  fenfe  of  his  government  and  providence, 
be  continued  in  the  world  ?  If  true,  perfo- 
nal  worfhip  confifts  in  having  right  apprehen- 
lions  and  fentiments  of  his  being  and  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  in  right  afiedlions  of  foul  towards 
him,  how  fhall  thefe  be  acquired  ?  If  the 
fear  of  the  Almighty  is  the  ftrongeft  reftraint 
upon  our  wrong  paffions,  and  the  moft  power¬ 
ful  motive  to  a  right  conduft,  who  fhall  in¬ 
culcate  this  fear  upon  us  ?  If  this  fchool 
of  divine  knowledge  were  fupprefledj  would 
not  a  few  years  wear  out  all  fenfe  of  religion 
from  the  minds  of  men,  and  fink  them  down 
into  lawlefs  ungovernable  fayages 
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But  if  they  are  made  to  know,  to  contem¬ 
plate,  imitate,  and  obey  their  great  creator, 
public  worftiip  muft  be  highly  reafonable,  and 
abfolutely  neceflary,  as  being  the  only  means 
©f  inftrudling  them  from  their  early  years, 
and  of  keeping  them  ever  after  in  mind. 
That  there  is  a  God  j  That  he  governs  the 
world  i  That  he  is  the  author  of  all  our  en- 
joyments  ;  That  he  diredls  every  event  by  his 
“  juft  and  wife  providence  i  and.  That  he  will 
finally  reward  or  puniih  us  according  to  our 
^  behaviour.”  Whoever  therefore  believes 
that  there  is  a  God,  muft  likewife  believe  that 
it  is  reafonable  and  necelTary  he  ftiould  be  pu¬ 
blicly  worlhipped  :  A  conclufion  acknowledged 
by  all  mankind  j  for  where-ever  fociety  and  go¬ 
vernment  have  obtained,  there  alfo  religious 
inftitutions  have  taken  place,  and  been  enfor¬ 
ced  by  exprefs  fanftions. 

But  perhaps  it  will  be  obje<fted.  That  public 
worftiip  does  not  in  reality  produce  fuch  ef¬ 
fects  as  thofe  above  mentioned  ;  and  that  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  who  duly  attend  upon 
it,  do  not  in  any  meafure  live  up  to  the  obli¬ 
gations  of  religion.  But  is  it  not  evident,  that 
its  natural  tendency  is  to  promote  religion  and 
virtue  ?  Certainly  it  does  it  in  fome  5  and,  if 
not  in  all,  the  fault  muft  be  charged  upon 
themfelves  ;  and  they  muft  be  wilfully  cul¬ 
pable.  Befides,  though  men  do  not  improve 
the  advantage  of  public  worfhip  as  they  might 
and  ought  to  do  j  yet  without  fuch  advan¬ 
tage,  would  they  not  be  far  worfe  than  they 

are  ? 
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ai*e  ?  Some  are  fincerely  religious ;  many  arc 
kept  within  the  bounds  of  decency  5  and  the 
wicked  and  immoral  are  under  fome  reftraints 
from  their  confciences,  which  otherwife  they 
would  not  be.  Few,  if  any,  who  frequent  the 
worfliip  of  God,  arrive  at  fuch  a  height  of  im¬ 
piety,  as  to  be  void  of  all  regard  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  pu¬ 
blic  worfhip  is  reafonable  in  itfelf  5  and  fhall 
now  proceed  to  fliow, 

II.  That  it  is  necelTary  to  the  v/ell-being  of 
fociety. 

I.  Without  honefty,  juftice,  and  veracity,' 
there  can  be  no  fafe  commerce  or  intercourfe, 
no  truft  or  confidence  among  men.  Now  vre 
muft  be  bound  to  the  praflice  of  thefe,  and 
the  like  focial  virtues,  either  by  a  moral  fenfe 
of  right  and  wrong  implanted  in  our  minds, 
like  our  natural  appetites  ;  or  by  the  exercife  . 
of  our  reafoning  faculties,  ti'acing  out  the  fit- 
nefs  of  things ;  or  by  both  *,  or  by  the  fear  of 
punifliment,  and  hope  of  reward.  As  to  the 
moral  fenfe,  and  even  the  deductions  of  rea- 
fon  fuperadded,  (let  them  be  imagined  ever 
fo  ftrong),  they  cannot  of  themfelves  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  obligation  to  moral  virtues  for  man¬ 
kind  in  general.  What  they  may  do  in  a  few 
of  a  refined  philofophic  tafte,  I  fhall  not  dif- 
pute  ;  but  the  bulk  of  men  never  were,  and 
never  will  be  philofophers.  It  is  the  profpeCt  of 
the  greateft  good,  and  the  fear  of  the  greateft 
Voi^.  III.  E  evil. 
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evil,  which  alone  can  command  their  paffions, 
and  determine  their  a£iions ;  and  this  fui'ely 
is  no  other  than  the  hope  of  the  divine  fa¬ 
vour,  and  the  fear  of  the  divine  difpleafure. 
When  men  confider  themfelves  as  bound  to 
truth,  juftice,  and  honefty,  by  the  authority 
of  that  being  who  perceives  even  their  moft 
fecret  thoughts,  and  is  able,  at  all  times,  to 
inflidt  fevere  punilhment  upon  the  tranfgref- 
fbrs  ;  if  any  thing  oblige  them  to  their  duty, 
this  will  do  it  j  and  that  public  worfhip  is  the 
moft  eftecftual,  the  only  effe£lual  means  of  im- 
preffing  them  with  thefe  regards  to  the  Deity, 
I  have  already  flaewed.  The  power  of  human 
Jaws  may  be  pretended  to  be  fufficient  for 
the  purpofbs  of  fociety  j  but  if  people  arc 
once  grown  irreligious,  the  beft  laws  that  e- 
ver  were  made  v.'ill  be  openly  violated,  or 
artfully  evaded.  Men  indeed  may,  in  fome 
inftanccs,  be  confined  by  external  force  cr 
terror,  like  wild  beafts  ;  but  they  will  be  no 
longer  confined  than  they  can  break  their 
chain  ;  and  no  chain  made  by  mortal  hands 
will  be  ftrong  enough  to  hold  them  faft. 

2.  The  only  fecurity  that,  in  many  cafes, 
can  be  exadled  of  men  for  their  fidelity  in  dif- 
charging  a  truft,  or  their  integrity  in  decla- 
i  lng  the  truth,  is  the  fandtion  of  an  oath.  If 
they  are  not  governed  by  the  fear  of  God, 
this  will  be  no  tie  upon  them  ;  and  what  pre¬ 
judice  the  want  of  fuch  an  obligation  would 
be  to  the  interefts  of  fociety,  needs  not  be  en¬ 
larged  upon.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  in¬ 
fluence 


of  public  worililp.  51 

fluence  of  religion  prevails  ;  where-evei'  the 
folemnity  of  an  oath  is  interpofed,  honehy, 
faith,  candour,  and  hncerity  will  be  invio¬ 
lable.  And  not  only  in  this  inftance,  but  in 
all  our  tranfadVions  with  one  another,  a  re* 
gard  to  the  Supreme  Being  will  dircdt  our 
conduct  :  and  if  any  thing  can  create  and 
preferve  upon  our  fpirits  fuch  regard,  it  muff 
be  the  exercifes  of  public  worlhip  :  for  the 
glorio-us  excellencies  of  the  perfedlions  of  God 
being  here  fo  frequently  fet  before  our  eyes  j 
his  power  and  providence,  his  love  of  right 
and  hatred  of  wrong,  being  made  fo  familiar 
to  our  thoughts,  it  cannot  but  often  occur 
to  us  in  the  affairs  of  life,  that  we  are  adling, 
under  his  eye,  though  no  doubt  fuch  reflec¬ 
tions  will  occur  oftener  to  fome  than  to  others, 
and  make  a  deeper  impreflion,  and  have  a 
better  effedl  itpon  them. 

3.  The  very  adls  of  public  worlhip  ferve  to 
form  us  to  right  difpofltions  towards  our  fel¬ 
low-creatures.  For  when,  laying  afide  the 
diftindlions  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
with  united  fupplications  we  addrefs  our  com¬ 
mon  Father,  who  regardeth  not  the  rich  more 
than  the  poor,  and  before  whom  all  the  dif- 
tlndlions  that  arife  from  external  circumflan- 
ces  vanifli  *,  wdien  thus  proftrated  In  the  fame 
condition  of  abafement,  want,  and  mifery, 
we  are  not  only  put  in  mind  to  imitate  him 
in  juftice,  mercy,  love,  and  benevolence,  but 
to  fupprefs  the  fvvellings  of  anger,  envy, 
pride,  malice,  and  difdain  •  and  to  cultivate 
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the  focial  affections  of  humanity,  kindncfs, 
and  coinpaflion. 

4.  It  is  generally  owned,  that  Athcifm  is 
inconiiftent  with  the  being  of  fociety  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  fociety  cannot  rublift  with¬ 
out  religion  ;  became  there  are  no  human  ties 
ftrong  enough  to  hold  men  togetlier,  and 
bind  them  to  a  mutual  right  beha’itmr,  if 
they  are  not  under  the  a  .^e  of  an  invifible  Su- 
pi’cme  Power.  But  as  we  cannot  difeern  the 
liearts  of  men,  we  have  no  other  wav  to  dif- 
cover  whether  they  are  Atheifts  or  not,  but 
by  their  worlliipping  God.  When,  therefore, 
thole  of  a  fociety  join  together  in  adoring  and 
invoking  the  Deity,  they  give  all  the  evidence 
aiul  fecurity  they  poffibly  can  give,  that  they 
acknowledge  the  Divine  Being  and  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  and  upon  the  matter  they  call  God  to 
witnefs,  and  plight  their  faith  to  one  another, 
that  they  will  be  juft,  and  honeft,  and  faith¬ 
ful  in  their  mutual  dealings.  There  may  in¬ 
deed  be  hypocrites,  who,  under  this  fpecious, 
Ihew,  cover  the  treachery  of  their  defigns ; 
but  it  is  evidently  not  the  genuine  tendency 
of  worfltip,  to  produce  or  encourage  hypo- 
crify  :  for  accidental  abufes  there  is  no  reme- 
dy. 

And  whatever  be  a  man’s  praCtice';  as  the 
fccret  motives  of  his  conduCt  cannot  be  difeo- 
vered  by  us,  if  he  does  not  acknowledge  God 
before  the  world,  by  worfhipping  him,  we 
muft  fuppofe  either  that  he  is  an  Atheift,  or 
that  he  cannot  in  confcience  tvorlhip  him  ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  that  form  which  obtains  in  his 
country  ;  which,  by  the  by,  is  an  unanfwer^ 
able  argument  for  tolerating  different  modes 
of  worfhip  ;  for  if  there  is  but  one  uniforn> 
method  in  foclety,  there  may  be  a  great  num- 
ber,  fome  from  principle,  and  others,  taking 
the  advantage  of  this  principle,  from  irreli" 
gion,  who  give  no  evidence  of  their  owning  » 
God,  and  confequently  no  fecurity  for  theii? 
faith  and  honefly  ;  and  as  the  one  cannot  be 
known  from  the  other,  diftruft,  injultice,  and 
confufion  muft  enfue*  And  if  penal  laws  are 
added,  the  beft  and  moft  confcientious  will 
be  puniHied,  while  Atheilfs  are  fiieltered,  anti 
hypocrites  encouraged  by  an  eafy  compliance. 
But  if  thofe  of  the  fame  perfuafion  in  reli- 
gious  matters  are  allowed  to  worlhip  God  af¬ 
ter  that  form  which  they  believe  to  be  moft 
agreeable  to  his  will  ;  then  all  have  it  in  their 

O'  ' 

power  to  give  a  public  declaration  of  their 
believing  in  God,  and  the  proper  a^^urance^^ 
of  their  honefty  to  men.  And,  therefore^^ 
thofe  who  fliew  a  contempt  of  all  public  wor¬ 
fhip,  muft  be  regardlefs  of  the  interefts  of  fo- 
ciety,  which  otherwife  cannot  be  fecured  5. 
and  give  too  great  evidence  of  their  being 
under  no  impreflions  of  a  divine  providence 
which  is  downright  Atheifin,  and  of  the  worft 
kind. 

1  am  far  from  thinking,  that  all  they  who; 
dlfregard  public  worfhip  are  Atheifts  from, 
principle  ;  but  I  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  the^ 
are  Atheifts  to  fociety,  and  their  example  pro- 
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duces  all  the  niifchievous  effe£ls  whicli  the 
rankeft  Atheifm  can  be  fuppofed  to  do.  It 
is  of  no  moment  whether  one  believes  there  is 
a  God  or  not,  if  he  does  not  acknowledge 
liim  in  his  aftions.  Atheiftical  principles  are 
vented,  at  word:,  only  in  a  corner  among  a 
fcle^St  number  of  friends  ;  nor  was  any  confi- 
derable  harm  ever  done  to  fociety  this  way. 
Eut  when  public  wordiip  is  defpifed,  efpecial- 
ly  by  fuch  as  are  in  elevated  ftations,  the  con¬ 
tagion  is  fure  to  fpread.  Such  force  has  ex¬ 
ample  j  and  fuch  is  our  propenhty  to  imita¬ 
tion,  that  the  adlions  of  a  fuperior  will  have 
infinitely  greater  weight  than  all  the  arguments 
he  can  ufe  to  determine  us. 

And  therefore,  as  it  is  againlf  the  intereft 
of  fociety  to  lay  reftraints  upon  mens  confeien- 
ces  in  their  ma*nner  of  worfhipping  God,  it 
is  much  more  fo,  to  fufrer  them  in  fociety 
who  worlhip  no  God  at  all,  when  fuch  ne- 
gle£t  is  known  to  proceed,  not  from  any 
fcruple  of  confcience,  but  from  irreligion. 
Accordingly,  in  every  civilized  nation,  A- 
theifts  have  been  extirpated,  as  enemies  to 
mankind,  not  becaufe  they  difbelieved  the  be¬ 
ing  of  God,  (for  that  is  an  a<Sl;  of  the.  mind, 
in  which  men  are  not  concerned),  but  left  the 
fociety  fhould  be  infeifted  with  Atheifm,  and 
thereby  the  ties  of  religion,  by  which  men 
are  held  together,  and  prevented  from  being 
hurtful  to  one  another,  fliould  be  diflblved. 
And  if  no  indulgence  ought  to  be  given  to 
I’uch  as  difowa  all  public  worfhip,  is  there  not 

the 
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the  fame  reafon  that  they  fliould  fuffer  In  pro¬ 
portion,  who,  by  a  frequent  negle£l  of  it,  or 
an  irreverent  behaviour  when  prefent,  fct  a 
public  example  of  irreligion  and  Atheifm  ? 
This  is  an  event  which  they  themfelves  would 
certainly  not  be  fond  of,  (for  even  an  Atheift 
would  not  chufe  to  live  among  Atheihs) ;  and 
yet  fuch  perfoi:is  are  fatally  inftrumental  in  pro¬ 
moting  it. 

Lajilyy  There  is  this  fingular  advantage  a- 
rlfing  to  fociety  from  the  public  worfliip  of 
Chriifians,  that,  at  the  fame  time  they  meet 
together  for  worlhipping  God,  all  the  duties 
they  owe  to  him,  and  to  one  another,  are  in¬ 
culcated  upon  them,  and  moft  ftriflly  enjoin¬ 
ed,  under  the  pain  of  his  eternal  difpleafure  ; 
fuch  as,  fubjcction  to  magiftrates,  honour  to 
Superiors,  honefty,  juftice,  and  fincerity  in  all 
our  dealings  ;  affability,  gentlcnefs,  meekncfs, 
forgivenefs  of  injuries,  provifion  for  the  poor, 
and  the  like.  Nay,  the  difpofition  of  the 
heart,  the  temper,  and  r;Se(5fions,  which  hu¬ 
man  laws  can  never  reach,  are  here  taken  in¬ 
to  confideration,  and  as  exprefsly  brought  un¬ 
der  rule  as  public  actions  :  and,  in  an  efpecial 
manner,  love,  benevolence,  pity,  and  com- 
paffion,  which  are  the  fource  and  foundation 
of  focial  happinefs,  are  recommended  as  in-  ' 
dlfpenfably  necelTary,  and  the  proper  princi¬ 
ples  by  which  our  behaviour  to  others  ought 
to  be  diredfed. 

I  think  none  will  deny,  that  n'.ankind  would 
be  happy  indeed,  if  thefe  divine  laws  were  u- 
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niverfally  obeyed.  The  only  motive  that  can 
enforce  obedience  to  them,  is  a  regard  to  God; 
the  only  means  of  impreffing  their  minds  with 
fuch  regard,  is  public  worfhip. 

This  is  fo  unqueftionably  true,  that  if  wc 
take  a  view  of  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  we 
fhall  find,  that  fiates  and  empires  have  always 
flouriOied  while  public  worfliip  was  maintain¬ 
ed  with  due  reverence,  and  have  been  brought 
to  ruin  by  irreligion  alone.  This  we  are  ex- 
prefsly  told  was  the  immediate  and  foie  occa- 
fion  of  the  grandeur  and  deftrudlion  of  the 
Jevvifh  flate.  So  it  happened  to  the  Egyp¬ 
tians,  the  wifefl;  and  mofi:  learned  nation  a- 
mong  the  ancients  *.  And  fo  it  happened  to 
the  Perfians  Upon  the  foundation  of  pu¬ 
blic  religion,  both  thefe  kingdoms  flood  firm 
and  profperous  for  many  ages,  till  the  negleci: 
of  it  introduced  luxury,  effeminacy,  and  im¬ 
piety,  which  rendered  the  firfl  an  eafy  prey 
to  the  other  ;  and  that  as  eafy  a  conquefl  to 
the  Grecians.  Under  thefe  feveral  great 
kingdoms  fprang  up,  which  appeared  fud- 
denly  like  fiery  meteors,  and  as  fuddeniy  e- 
vanifhed  ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  world  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  long  time  a  deplorable  fcene 
of  blood  and  maffacre :  and  no  wonder ; 
for  religion  was  in  thofe  days  utterly  loft, 
and  impiety  and  wickednefs  ruled  without 
controul. 


But 
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But  we  fliall  fee  this  truth  in  its  full  light 
in  the  inftance  of  the  Roman  empire.  Never 
was  there  a  ftate  in  which  the  inflitutions  of 
worlhip  were  more  folemnly  and  ftrl6lly  en¬ 
joined,  nor  more  relirioudy  obferved  •,  never 
was  religion  in  higher  efteem  ;  their  public 
and  private  a(Stions,  their  affairs  of  peace  and 
v.'ar  ;  every  thing  they  undertook  was  fanffi- 
fied,  as  it  were,  by  an  acl  of  worlhip.  Even 
their  magiftrates,  in  their  fpeeches  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  always  began  with  folemn  prayer.  And 
it  is  almoft  incredible  what  a  happy  influence 
this  regard  to  religion  had  upon  them.  The 
belief  of  a  divine  providence,  and  a  I'everence 
of  the  Deity,  were  to  them  in  place  of  all  o- 
ther  laws.  What  they  were  once  perfuaded 
was  acceptable  to  him,  that  no  danger  or 
teri'or  cpulU  hinder  them  to  perform  ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  no  perfuafion  or  threats 
could  induce  them  to  do  a  thing  which  they 
thought  he  difapproved  of.  An  inftance  of 
perjury  is  fcarce  to  be  found  in  their  hiftoryj 
and  but  few  of  prevarication  *,  and  thefe  fuch, 
as,  amongft  us,  would  perhaps  be  thought  in¬ 
nocent,  but  were  held  by  them  as  impious  and 
deteftable.  But  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  par¬ 
ticulars  ;  it  is  well  known  how  religious  a  peo¬ 
ple  they  were,  and  how  profperous  while  they 
continued  fo.  But  by  degrees  religion  became 
contemptible  ;  public  worlhip  began  to  be  ne- 
gleifted,  and  at  laft  to  be  ridiculed,  efpecially 
by  the  great  men,  (for  irreligion  for  the  moft 
part  begins  at  them)  ;  and  then  all  manner  of 
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vice  bi'ake  in  amongfl  them.  That  glorious 
love  of  the  public,  to  which  fo  many  of  them 
brave  men  had  facrificed  their  lives,  gave  vfay 
to  a  contracted  felfilh  fpirit ;  and  they  were 
reckoned  fools  amongfl:  them,  as  they  are  now 
amongfl:  us,  who  fhowed  any  diflnterefied 
concern  for  their  country.  Even  Atheifm  it- 
felf  became  faihionable  ;  and,  in  the  end,  li¬ 
berty  fell  a  facriflce  to  impiety.  After  this 
we  have  a  mournful  profpeft  of  a  hate  with¬ 
out  religion,  a  flate  of  lawlefs  power,  of  wan¬ 
ton  mercilefs  cruelty  on  the  one  hand,  of 
the  mofl:  abject  flavery  on  the  other,  and  of 
deteftable  wickednefs  on  both.  And  thou  eh 
it  maintained  for  fome  time  an  outward  hiew 
of  its  former  greatnefs,  yet  its  foundations 
were  Tapped.  Religion  being  thrown  out,  the 
foul  of  it  was  gone  ;  and  nothing  remained 
but  a  dead  carcafe,  which,  though  it  did  not 
immediately  putrify,  yet  was  gradually  cor¬ 
rupting,  till  at  lafl  it  fell  in  pieces,  and  moul¬ 
dered  into  dull. 

So  true  it  is  what  an  author,  who  had 
carefully  ftudied  the  nature  of  government, 
and  who  was  never  fufpecled  of  enthu- 
hafm,  fays  upon  this  fubjedf,  “  The  happinefs 
“  of  the  Romans  was  principally  owing  to 
“  the  religion  eftablilhcd  by  their  firfl:  kings. 

“  - For  as  the  oblervance  of  divine  wor- 

“  fliip  is  the  chief  caufe  of  the  greatnefs 
of  flates,  fo  the  contempt  of  it  brings 
‘‘  them  to  ruin  ;  for  where  the  fear  of  God 
is  wanting,  a  kingdom  cannot  be  fupport- 
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^  ed  And  the  fame  author  tells  us, 

“  That  princes  and  ftates  who  would  pre- 
ferve  themfelves,  ought,  above  all  things, 
to  maintain  what  belongs  to  religion  in 
the  higheft  veneration  ;  for  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  fign  of  the  ruin  of  a  ftate, 

“  than  to  fee  divine  worfliip  defpifed. - 

Thofe  therefore  who  are  in  power,  fliould 
“  take  care  to  keep  public  religion  invio- 
“  lable  ;  and  this  being  done,  it  will  be  eafy 
for  them  to  keep  the  people  religious,  and 
“  confequently  virtuous  and  united.”  And 
with  refpetSt  to  his  own  country,  he  fays. 
That  by  the  ill  example  of  the  court  of 
“  Rome,  this  province  has  loft  all  devotion 
“  and  religion,  which  draws  after  it  num- 
“  berlefs  inconveniencies  and  diforders  j  be- 
caufe,  where  religion  is,  there  you  may  ex- 
**  pedt  every  virtue  ;  and  where  it  is  not,  you 
“  may  be  fure  of  the  conti'ary.” 

I  am  fenfible,  that  what  I  have  faid  up¬ 
on  this  head  is  fomewhat  uncommon  in  a 
difcourfe  from  the  pulpit  j  but  as  I  under¬ 
took  to  prove,  that  the  happinefs  of  fo- 
ciety  depends  upon  the  regard  that  is  fhown 
to  public  worfliip  ;  and  as  abftradl  reafoning 
is  not  undcrftood  by  fome,  and  is  evaded  by 
others ;  I  thought  the  moft  dii'edt  and  con¬ 
vincing  proof  would  be,  an  appeal  to  facts  and 
authorities.  And  from  thofe  hints  I  have  given, 
jiay,  from  the  whole  hiftory  of  mankind,  it 

win 
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.will  appear,  that  a  fociety  cannot  fubfift, 
•where  the  worihip  of  God  comes  to  be  ne¬ 
glected  ;  and  that  our  interefts  and  liberties, 
our  happincfs  and  fafety,  immediately  depend 
wpon  it. 


SER- 


SERMON 


The  Subje£b  continued. 


Heb.  xiii.  15.  16.  17. 

ily  him  therefore  let  us  offer  the  facrifce  of 
praife  to  God  continually^  that  is,  the  fruit 
of  our  lips,  giving  thanks  to  his  name.  But 
to  do  good,  and  to  communicate,  forget  not  ; 
for  ivith  fuch  facrifce s  God  is  well  pleafed. 
Obey  them  that  haw  the  rule  over  you,  and 
fubmit  yoiirfelvC'S , 


I'll  T  now,  in  the  third  place,  that 

X  we  inquire,  What  regard  is  due  to  them 
who  minifter  in  the  facred  office. 

But  I  am  aware,  that  they  who  would  be 
thought  more  wife  than  the  reft:  of  mankind, 
will  I’eckon  it  great  Aveaknefs,  or  great  arro¬ 
gance,  to  undertake  the  defence  of  a  fet  of 
men  who  are  now  every  where  fpoken  againft. 
The  world  is  fo  ftrangely  changed  within  this 
laft  age,  that  that  charadler  which  has  ever 
been  held  facred  and  venerable,  is  at  laft  be¬ 
come  the  object  of  hatred  and  fcorn.  The 
priefs  are  reprefented  as  a  nuifance  to  focie- 
ty,  fpiritual  tyrants,  lording  it  over  the  con- 
fciences  of  men,  and  a<ftuated  by  nothing  but 
pride,  and  luft  of  power  j  and  hence  priefs 
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crafty  pricfly  pride  and  power y  and  fuch  ele¬ 
gant  terms  of  reproach,  are  thought  fufficient 
aufwers  to  the  moft  folid  reafons  in  defence 
of  religion.  Nay,  they  have  again  and  again 
been  brought  upon  the  very  ftage,  and  em¬ 
ployed  to  furnilh  out  the  moft  ludicrous  feenes 
in  our  dramatic  entertainments. 

No  doubt  there  have  been  bad  and  weak 
men  in  the  priefthood,  as  well  as  among  other 
orders  ;  and  it  is  a  pity  the  vices  of  fuch 
ihould  not  be  punhhed  with  exemplary  feve- 
rity.  But  is  it  juft,  for  the  faults  of  particu¬ 
lar  perfons,  to  throw  contempt  upon  the 
whole,  and  even  upon  the  office  itfelf?  Is 
magiftracy  contemptible,  becaufe  there  have 
been  wicked  and  foolifh  magiftrates  ?  But  I 
am  not  to  contend  for  their  power,  nor  even 
to  infift  upon  that  obedience  which  the  apoftle 
in  the  text  enjoins.  All  I  defign  is,  to  fhow, 
that  this  order,  as  it  is  both  venerable  in  itfelf, 
and  abfolutely  neceflary  in  fociety,  deferves  ho¬ 
nour  and  refpcift. 

And  here  again  I  own,  it  does  not  become 
.us,  either  in  prudence  or  duty,  to  feek  ho- 
•iiour  from  men  :  but  as  public  worfliip  necef- 
Jarily  fuppofes  fome  to  regulate  and  prefide  in 
it  •,  and  if  thefe  are  defpifed,  worfhip  cannot 
be  honoured,  nor  have  any  good  effeeft  upon 
the  worlhippers  *,  for  thefe  reafons,  if  we 
would  refeue  the  one  from  contempt,  we  muft 
refeue  the  other  alfo  -,  for  they  are  every  way 
jinfeparable. 

If  we  allow  public  worfhip  to  be  reafonable 
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In  Itfclf,  and  neceflary  for  the  good  of  focic- 
(as  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove  it  to  be), 
we  ought  likewife  to  allow,  that  there  muft 
be  an  order  of  men  intrufted  with  the  direc¬ 
tion  and  management  of  it.  The  former  as 
necefliirily  infers  the  latter,  as  an  action  does 
an  agent  •,  and  we  may  as  well  fuppofe,  that 
government  and  the  laws  can  be  maintained 
without  magiftrates,  as  that  public  worlhip- 
can  be  performed  without  priefls.  This  there¬ 
fore  being  felf-evident,  we  fitali  not  further 
infill:  upon  it. 

Now,  as  their  chief  bufinefs  is,  to  offer  up 
the  fpiritual  facrifice  of  praife  and  prayer  for 
the  people,  and  in  their  name,  thus  prefent- 
ing,  as  it  were,  their  addreffes  to  Almighty 
God,  one  fliould  think,  that  this  employment, 
of  all  others,  is  the  farthefi;  from  being  in  it- 
felf  contemptible.  I  will  not  mention  the  ho¬ 
nourable  names  which  upon  this  account  have 
been  given  them,  becaufe  the  w'orld  is  not  now 
difpofed  to  allow  them  titles  of  refpevft ;  only 
I  may  be  allowed  to  infinuate,  that  if  thofe 
who  ferve  in  a  prince’s  houfchold,  and  about 
his  perfon,  derive  honour  from  their  flation, 
and  are  defpifed  by  none  \vho  have  a  regard 
for  their  tnafter  ;  they  w'ho  are  employed  in 
laci'ed  things  ought  to  be  confidered,  by  all 
who  have  a  due  reverence  for  the  Supreme 
Being,  as  more  immediately  belonging  to  him. 
And  it  cannot  well  be  conceived  how  they 
fhould  be  defpifed  by  any,  unlefs  by  fuch  as 
have  a  fecrct  averfion  to  the  work  in  which 
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they  are  employed,  or  to  him  whom  they  ferve. 

And  if  we  confider  them  as  necelFary  for 
the  good  of  fociety,  (and  furely  they  are  as 
neceiiary  as  public  wordiip  itfelf),  that  fhould 
oblige  us  to  treat  them  with  honour  and  e- 
lleem.  If  they  are  appointed  to  inftrufl:  men 
in  their  duty  to  God  and  to  one  another,  anti 
it  it  is  neceflary  they  fliould  be  fo  inftriufted, 
will  not  this  end  be  wholly  defeated  if  they 
are  once  rendered  contemptible  ?  The  beft 
things  faid,  the  wifell:  admonitions  given,  by 
one  whom  we  dcfpife,  will  not  be  much  re¬ 
garded  :  it-  is  the  opinion  and  efleem  we  have 
of  the  perfon,  that  gives  weight  to  advice  j 
and  the  generality,  at  leaft,  will  fcarce  hear 
with  patience  what  they  are  taught  by  him 
whom  they  contemn.  If,  therefore,  they  who 
ferve  at  the  altar  are  vile  in  our  eyes,  the  altar 
itfelf  will  foon  become  defpicable.  But  there 
is  too  much  ground  to  fiifpefl,  that  the  fpite 
which  is  fhewn  againft  the  facred  charafler, 
arifes  from  a  contempt  of  the  office  ;  and  that 
priefts  are  hated,  becaufe  public  worfhip  is  firll 
tliiliked. 

As  to  their  enflaving  the  confciences  of  men, 
it  is  not  denied,  that  fome  of  them  have  at¬ 
tempted  it,  that  they  have  ffiamefully  corrupt¬ 
ed  the  Chriftian  revelation,  and  eredled  a  tem¬ 
poral  and  tyrannical  dominion  upon  fpiritual 
pretences.  But  as  thefe  kingdoms  are  hap¬ 
pily  and  entirely  delivered  from  that  yoke  of 
bondage,  and  no  authority  is  claimed  over  the 
confcience,  it  is  altogether  unfair  to  charge 
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tbe  crimes  of  a  particular  party  upon  thofe 
who  abhor  them,<  and  upon  all  occahons  have 
declared  and  exerted  themfelves  againft  them. 
And  is  not  every  perfon  amongft  us  provided 
with  a  divine  ftandard,  according  to  which  he 
k  allowed  to  meafure  their  conduct  I  and  is 
any  deference  required  to  their  deeds,  but  in 
as  far  as  they  agree  with  that  unerring  rule  ? 
Judges  are  every  where  interpreters  of  the 
laws ;  and  to  their  interpretations  we  mufl: 
fubmit.  But  no  fuch  power  is  pretended  to 
by  the  interpreters  of  the  facred  oracles  :  they 
appeal  to  every  man’s  reafon,  and  leave  his 
confcience  to  determine  him.  There  cannot, 
therefore,  be  a  charge  more  groundlefs,  than 
that  of  enflaving  mens  confciences  ;  nor  can 
there  be  a  more  unjuft  inference,  than  that, 
becaufe  the  Romifh  priefls  perverted  religion 
to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  their  ambition,  there^- 
fore  all  priefts  ought  to  be  detefled.  Would, 
not  this  be  the  fame  thing  as  to  declare  againft 
all  government,  becaufe  fome  governments 
have  been  tvrannical  ? 

But  as  thofe  who  fliow  the  greateft  zeal  in 
reviling  the  Chiiftiap  priedhood,  pretend  to 
be  great  admirers  of  the  cudoms  and  confti- 
tutions  of  the  ancients,  -we  diall  willingly  join 
iflue  with  them  upon  this  quedion  :  for  it  is* 
an  undeniable  faff,  that  in  almod  all  ancienf 
governments,  public  religion  and  a  public 
fpirit,  irreligion  and  feUlflmefs,  a  reverence 
for  things  facred  and  liberty,  a  contempt  of 
things  facred  and  davery,  went  hand  in  hand. 

F  3  And'. 
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And  as  to  the  priefts,  we  are  told,  that  a- 
mongfl  the  Egyptians,  in  the  moft  early  limes,^ 
they  were  judges  and  magiftrates  *  ;  that 
kings,  both  there,  and  generally  In  other 
countries  alfo,  were  chofen  out  of  their  num¬ 
ber  j  or  if  not,  they  were  confecrated  into 
the  prleftly  office  before  they  afcended  the 
throne  +  ;  and  there  was  a  kind  of  neceffity 
for  this  circumftance,  the  pi’iefts  being  the 
higheft  order  of  nobility.  In  the  moft  ancient 
authors  we  find  kings  and  generals  offering 
public  facrifices,  and  performing  other  func¬ 
tions  of  the  priefthood  ;  and  to  affront  or  in- 
fult  a  prieft,  was  reckoned  one  of  the  higheft 
acfs  of  impiety  1.  Among  the  ancient  Bri¬ 
tons  and  Gauls,  In  like  manner,  the  priefts 
v/ere  the  firft  in  rank  of  nobility  ;  they  were 
judges  of  all  controverfies  ;  they  appointed 
rewards  and  punifhments,  and  their  decrees 
in  all  cafes  were  final  ||.  If  we  look  to  the 
Homan  conftitution,  we  fhall  fee  fome  parts 
of  the  priefts  office  were  always  performed 
by  their  kings  ;  that  the  priefts  were  chofen 
from  amongft  the  nobility  j  and  the  whole 
order  enjoyed  particular  honours  and  privi¬ 
leges,  fome  of  which  extended  even  to  their 
families  **. 

None,  I  hope,  will  take  exception  at  thefe 
inftances  of  refpefl  which  I  have  noticed  to 
have  been  fliewn  to  priefts  in  former  ages.  I 

*  -Lilian  var.  hifl.  I.  14.  f  Plutarch,  de  Tf,  et  Ofir. 

I  Homei.  Ilia.  I.  i.  v.  1 1,  |  Ctcfar^  Dc  bcllo  Gall.  1.  6. 

Liv.  1.  I.  Aul.  Gcll. 
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mention  only  fadls ;  and  with  no  other  view, 
than  that  the  enemies  of  the  gofpel,  who  pay 
fo  much  deference  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Hea¬ 
thens,  may  fee,  that  in  the  beft  and  moft  free 
governments  among  them,  the  priefthood  was 
an  office  of  very  high  honour  :  and  all  I  would 
infer  from  it  is,  that,  in  order  to  preferve  a 
due  regard  for  divine  worlhip,  thofe  who  in 
a  peculiar  manner  are  concerned  in  it,  ought 
to  be  had  in  efteem  :  fo  the  nature  of  the  thing 
requires ;  and  fo  the  wifeft  nations  have  always 
done. 

Neither  have  T  given  any  ground  to  fufpecl, 
that  I  have  recommended  public  worffiip  only 
as  matter  of  good  policy  :  I  have  ffiewn  it  to 
be  reafonable  in  itfelf,  and  abfolurely  neceffii- 
ry,  as  we  are  rational  accountable  beings  : 
and  whereas  I  have  inffifed  upon  the  tempo¬ 
ral  advantages  that  flow  from  it,  my  reafon 
was,  that  as  thofe  who  ffiew  the  greateft  dif- 
regard  to  it,  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  mod;  af- 
fecTted  by  what  concerns  their  prefent  inte- 
refts  *,  fo  it  was  judged  the  mod:  likely  way  to 
gain  upon  them,  to  reprefent  it  in  this  light 
alfo,  and  to  endeavour  to  convince  them,  that 
their  condinft  is  deftruefive  of  every  thing  they 
themfelves  hold  moft  valuable.  It  is  no  ob- 
jeflion  againft  the  truth  of  religion,  but  ra¬ 
ther  a  very  ftrong  argument  for  it,  that  it 
contributes  to  the  prefent  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  is  necedary  to  the  well  being  of 
fociety  -,  for  fo  do  honedy,  judice,  truth,  and 
gratitude  :  and  as  thefe  virtues  were  not  in¬ 
vented 
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vented  by  ftatefmen,  but  are  founded  In  ths 
nature  and  unchangeable  relations  of  things  ; 
fo  public  worlhip,  as  it  ferves  the  fame  ends>. 
is  alfo  derived  from  the  fame  original. 

And  this  again  may  ferve  to  prevent  another 
fufpicion,  That  I  have  placed  the  Chriftiaa 
revelation  upon  the  lame  footing  with  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Heathens.  But  my  fubje<ft  did  not 
lead  me  to  fpeak  of  true  or  falfe  religions, 
but  of  public  religion,  or  public  worlhip  in 
general,  as  founded  upon  the  belief  of  a  fu- 
perior  invifible  Power,  who  governs  the  world,, 
in  which  all  religions  agree  :  the  neceflity  of 
which  worlliip  being  eftablilhed,  let  the  great* 
ell  enemies  of  Chriflianity  determine,  if  any 
form  ever  known  amongft  men  is  to  be  com¬ 
pared  with  that  which  the  New  Tehament  pre- 
fcribes  ;  and  if,  upon  this  very  account,  it 
does  not  claim  our  regard  as  a  revelation  from 
Heaven.  Let  its  internal  marks  be  examined  j 
let  it  be  tried  by  the  fevereft  rules ;  only  let 
it  be  tried  without  prejudice,  (which  indeed 
the  moll  part  who  engage  in  this  inquiry  feem 
not  to  be  free  from),  and  it  will  be  found  to  be 
a  religion  eveiy  way  worthy  of  God,  and  moll 
wonderfully  fuited  to  the  circumftances  and- 
neceffities  of  mankind  ;  nay,  further,  that  all 
the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  true  God,  which 
w'e  accultom  ourfelves  to  boall  of  as  natural 
notions,  are  really  derived  from  the  fcriptures, 
and  no  where  to  be  met  with,  except  in  thefe,. 
or  in  the  waitings  of  fuch  as  are  known  to 
Lave  copied  from  them.* 
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And  with  refpe^l  to  the  external  evidence, 
this  one  circumftance  is  unanfwerable,  That 
whereas  it  now  prevails  in  many  places  of  the 
earth,  by  the  concurring  teftimony  of  all  hi- 
ftories,  it  muft  have  had  a  beginning  much 
about  the  time  affigned  for  it  in  the  facred  re¬ 
cords  :  and  as  its  keenefb  adverfaries  are  not 
able  to  produce  any  account,  or  give  any  plau* 
fibl^  reafon,  of  its  rife  and  progrefs,  different 
from  what  is  contained  in  the  New  Teftament, 
does  it  not  follow,  by  all  the  rules  of  right 
reafoning,  that  that  account  muft  be  true, 
authentic,  and  genuine  ?  To  fay,  that  if  an¬ 
cient  books  and  hiftories  had  not  been  loft, 
the  falfehood  of  it  might  have  appeared,  is  no 
more  than  fimply  to  affert  a  bare  poflibility  of 
its  being  falfe.  But  all  external  evidence  in 
things  of  this  nature  being  founded  only  in 
probability,  and  not  in  demonftration,  a  high 
degree  of  probable  evidence  is  not  in  the  lead 
invalidated  by  a  poflibility  to  the  contrary. 
But  time  will  not  allow  to  infill  further  upon 
this  argument. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  they  who  have  any 
value  for  their  immortal  fouls,  who  w’ould  not 
chufe  tolive  and  die  like  beafts,  without  religion, 
without  any  hope  of  a  future  life  ;  they  who 
have  any  fear  of  Almighty  God,  or  any  fenl’e 
of  gratitude  for  the  bleflings  they  have  enjoyed, 
or  may  yet  expedl ;  they  who  have  any  com¬ 
panion  for  their  fellow-creatures,  who  wmuld 
cot  be  accefibry  to  their  eternal  ruin,  cannot 
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but  reckon  divine  worfhip  one  of  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  and  moft  indifpenfable  of  all  duties,  and 
the  contempt  of  it  impious  to  the  laft  degree. 
And  if  the  happinefs  of  fociety  depend  upon 
the  religious  obfervance  of  it,  every  one  who 
wiflies  well  to  fociety,  ought  to  contribute  his 
utmoft  endeavours  to  have  it  maintained  with 
all  pofSble  reverence,  and  confequently  to 
fhew  that  refpetfl;  to  thofe  who  are  employed 
in  divine  things  w^hich  is  iieceffary  to  preferve 
a  veneration  for  thefe  things.  If  kingdoms 
and  Hates  have  been  moft  profperous,  happy,, 
and  free,  while  worlhip  was  duly  reverenced  ; 
if  depravity  of  morals,  luxury,  avarice,  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  other  vices,  break  in  only  when 
it  comes  to  be  neglected  ;  if  public  religion  is 
the  beft  fence,  the  only  fecurity  of  public  li¬ 
berty  ;  if  they  who  have  attempted  to  rob 
mankind  of  this  ineftimable  bleffing,  have, 
for  the  moft  part,  begun  with  defpifing  fa- 
cred  thiiigs,  removing  the  reftraints  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  debauching,  by  their  example  and 
otherwife,  the  principles  and  manners  of  men ; 
we  may  conclude,  that  where-ever  public 
worlhip,  and  thofe  of  a  facred  charadler,  are 
brought  into  contempt,  that  ftate  is  tending 
to  ruin  ;  for,  as  this  has  always  been  the 
gradation  from  profpcrity  and  liberty,  to  mi- 
fery  and  flavcry,  we  may  be  confident  it  al¬ 
ways  will  be  fo. 

And  if  thofe  who  are  eminent  in  fociety,  e- 
fpecially  they  who  aft  in  a  public  charafter, 
Sire  feen  to  defpife  the  worfliip  of  God,  we 
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may  be  aflured,  that  they  are  not  only  void 
of  religion,  but  likevvife  that  they  are  either 
ignoi’ant  of  the  true  arts  of  government,  or 
have  no  regard  for  the  fociety,  or  have  a  de- 
fign  to  bring  it  into  flavery.  The  world,  as 
I  obferved  before,  have  always  been  led  by 
the  example  of  the  great :  it  may  indeed  be 
fome  time  before  irreligion  defeend  from  the 
higher  to  the  lower  ranks  ;  but  if  it  once  take 
place  among  the  former,  it  will  certainly 
reach  the  latter  at  lafl: :  and  then  all  the  ties 
that  can  hold  men  together  are  broken  ;  the 
fociety  muft  be  dilTolved,  and  fall  a  prey  to 
the  firft  invader,  or  to  the  ambition  of  fome 
of  its  own  members. 

The  greatefl  and  wifeft  men  in  former  times 
were  moft  eminent  for  piety :  they  fet  glorious 
examples  before  their  inferiors  of  devotion, 
and  a  flrift  regard  to  every  thing  that  was  ho¬ 
ly  ;  and  hence  religion  and  virtue  prevailed 
among  the  people  ;  and  peace,  good  order, 
and  profperity  were  the  happy  effefts.  They 
therefore  who  a(St  a  contrary  part,  and  coun¬ 
tenance  a  difregard  to  faci'cd  things,  (what¬ 
ever  they  ihemfelves  may  defign),  are  enemies 
to  their  country,  betrayers  of  public  liberty, 
abettors  of  impiety  and  immorality,  and,  as 
far  as  their  inflence  extends,  promote  univer- 
fal  confufion  and  defolation. 

It  is  but  a  poor  comfort,  that  the  ruin  of 
a  ftate  comes  on  but  by  flow  degrees ;  “  and 
**  therefore  we  may  in  the  mean  while  in- 
‘‘  dulge  our  own  inclinations  i  fuch  evils,  if 
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they  fhould  happen  at  all,  will  not  proba- 
“  bly  fall  out  till  long  after  our  time.”  But 
this  is  depending  too  much  on  uncertainty  ; 
the  fatal  period  may  ai'rive  fooner  than  we 
imagine  ;  and  though  it  fhould  not,  does  it 
give  us  no  pain  to  think,  that  we  are  helping 
forward  the  ruin  of  our  country,  and  entail¬ 
ing  mifery  and  flavery  upon  our  pofterity, 
when  we  ought  to  have  done  all  in  our  power 
tx)  prevent  it  ?  when  we  might  perhaps  have 
prevented  it  ? 

I  fhall  add  only  one  other  confideration  of 
the  fame  nature,  but  of  a  more  immediate 
influence.  If  a  perfon  who  is  a  father  or 
mafter  of  a  family,  fhews  a  contempt  of  pu¬ 
blic  worfliip,  perhaps  not  from, any  ill  prin¬ 
ciple,  but  merely  from  indolence,  or  becaufe  ^ 
it  is  faflrionable  ;  yet  will  not  his  children  and 
fervants  obferve  it  ?  and  will  they  not  there¬ 
by  learn  impiety  and  immorality  ?  He  may 
fay,  he  will  inftriuft  them  to  the  contrary.  But 
what  w’ill  his  inftrucflions  avail,  when  they 
are  contradidfed  by  his  own  pradlice  ?  Is  not 
this  the  direct  way  to  train  up  his  children 
to  a  contempt  of  religion,  and  to  teach  his 
fervants  to  be  unfaithful  and  diflioneft  to 
him  ?  for  what  elfe  can  be  expelled  from 
them  w'ho  have  fuch  a  pernicious  example  in 
their  eye  ? 

I  am  loth  to  make  any  particular  applica¬ 
tion,  but  it  is  in  vain  to  diflemble.  If  like 
caufcs  produce  like  eflefls,  there  is  too  much 
ground  to  dread  the  confe<iuence  of  the  man¬ 
ners 
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ners  of  this  age.  Every  thing  that  is  facred 
is  defpifed,  and  turned  into  ridicule  :  our  ho¬ 
ly  religion,  though  in  every  part  of  it  the 
marks  of  its  divine  original  are  confpicuous, 
is  infultcd  openly,  and  with  impunity.  Pu¬ 
blic  worfhip,  the  fource  of  religion,  and  the 
bond  and  cement  of  fociety,  is  fliamefully 
defected  and  contemned  j  fome  difdain  to 
be  prefent  when  it  is  performed,  or  are  pre- 
fent  only  as  it  fuits  their  humour,  as  if  it 
were  a  thing  altogether  indifferent ;  others, 
by  an  unbecoming  behaviour,  feem  to  take 
a  pride  in  fhowing  to  the  world,  that  they 
have  nothing  lefs  in  their  thoughts  than  to 
worfhip  their  Maker.  The  holy  fabbath,  mod: 
wifely  inftituted  for  the  purpofes  of  devo¬ 
tion,  is  vilely  and  audacioufly  profaned  by  all 
manner  of  abufe.  And  all  this  irreligion  a- 
bounds  chiefly  among  fuch,  whofe  example 
has  the  moft  extenflve  influence  ;  at  leaft  it 
flowed  from  them  at  flrfl  ;  and  a  vanity  of 
being  in  the  fafhion,  has  carried  away  mul¬ 
titudes,  who  can  give  no  other  reafon  for 
iTighting  public  worfliip,  but  becaufe  polite 
people  do  the  fame.  Thus  has  a>conternpt  of 
I’eligion,  and  hence  immoralities  of  every 
kind,  infedled  all  conditions  of  men  :  “  For 
“  what  can  curb  our  paflions  wlien  religion 
“  is  removed  ^  and  what  will  not  men  do 
“  when  they  have  fliaken  off  the  fear  of 
«  God  ?  ” 

Indeed  it  is  not  to  be  much  wondered  at, 
that  they  who  have  cafl:  off  all  other  regards 
Vo L.  III.  G  to 
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to  God  and  man,  fliould  make  light  of  divine 
wordiip  ;  but  that  Chriftlans  fhould  at  any 
time,  imlefs  upon  the  moft  urgent  neceffity, 
abfent  themfelves  from  Chrihian  worfhip,  is 
altogether  aftonifhlng  :  for  as  worfliip  in  ge¬ 
neral  is  really  a  teh  of  one’s  believing  an  all- 
ruling  Providence,  Chrifllan  worfhip  is  much 
more  fo  of  one’s  believing  the  gofpel  *,  and 
therefore  it  is  natural  to  think,  that  thofe 
who  negle«5i:  it  are  truly  unbelievers,  and  have 
denied  the  Lord  that  bought  them  ;  at  lead. 
If  they  have  not  rejedfed  the  principles  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  fpeculation,  they  have  renounced 
them  in  pradfice,  are  heedlefsly  carried  down 
the  dream  of  Atheifm  ;  and  though  perhaps 
they  intend  it  not,  yet  in  fadl  they  join  with 
Atheids  and  infidels,  to  extirpate  that  reli¬ 
gion  by  which  they  pretend  to  hope  for  eter¬ 
nal  life  ;  fo  that  they  are  extremely  inconfid- 
cnt  with  themfelves,  as  their  behaviour  evi¬ 
dently  gives  the  lie  to  their  faith. 

And  now,  my  Pveverend  Fathers  and  Bre¬ 
thren,  fince  we  live  in  thefe  melancholy  times, 
when  an  impious  difrcgard  is  avowed,  not 
only  to  revealed,  but  even  to  natural  religion  ; 
whereby  both  the  prefent,  and,  what  is  far 
more  lamentable,  the  eternal  intereds  of  men 
are  in  the  utmod  danger,  it  is  no  time  for  us 
to  be  unconcerned,  or  to  be  contending  a- 
gaind  fedls  and  parties  of  Chrldians  :  it  k 
high  time  for  all  who  have  any  concern  for 
the  falvation  of  fouls,  to  bedir  themfelves, 
j^nd  jinite  againd  the  moft  dreadful  of  all  ene¬ 
mies, 
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mles,  (compared  to  which  even  Popery  itfclf 
is  an  innocent  thing),  that  attacks  us  with  im¬ 
pudent  boldnefs,  while  we  have  few  to  hand 
by  us ;  and  it  is  too  much  to  be  rufpethed,  that 
our  own  divihons  have  in  part  occafioned,  and 
certainly  have  greatly  increafed  this  evil  •,  and  - 
while  we  have  been  hating  and  dihreiling  one 
another,  we  have  contributed  to  that  contempt 
which  is  fallen  upon  the  whole. 

It  is  far  above  my  capacity  to  think  of  an 
efTeflual  remedy,  or  how  this  torrent  of  im¬ 
piety  may  be  beh  flopped  ;  but  furcly  every 
one  of  us  is  bound  to  ufe  all  poflible  endea¬ 
vours  to  bring  men  back  to  the  knowledge 
and  fear  of  the  great  God,  and  to  a  facred 
regard  to  his  worffiip.  But  all  our  efibrts 
will  be  in  vain,  unlefs  our  own  condudi;  is 
fuitable  to  our  profeffion.  If  we  are  fecn  to 
be  fwayed  by  the  love  of  the  things  of  this 
world,  which  above  all  ethers  we  ought  to 
undervalue  ;  if  we  are  governed  bv  felfiflr  and 
angry  paflions  *,  if  we  endeavour  to  ralfe  our- 
felves  upon  the  ruin  of  our  brethren  j  if  we 
deviate  from  that  candour  and  integrity,  that 
fimplicity,  and  purity  of  manners,  which  be¬ 
comes  our  office  j  if,  to  gain  the  favour  or 
efteem  of  men,  we  in  the  lealf  proflitute  our 
charadler,  and  allow  ourfelves  in  any  liberties 
inconffilent  with  that  feveritv  of  life  which  is 
required  of  miniftex’S  of  the  gofpel  ;  in  a 
word,  if  it  is  not  our  conftant  care  “  to  ad- 
“  orn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  ia 
“  all  things,”  and  to  conform  ourfelves  to 
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thofe  divine  rules  of  conduct  which  are  pre- 
feribed  us  in  the  holy  feriptures,  and  by  which 
we  may,  be  alTured  the  world  will  judge  of  us  *, 
we  betray  the  interefts  of  religion,  we  put  a 
fword  into  the  hands  of  its  enemies,  and  con¬ 
tribute  more  than  all  others  to  expofe  it  to 
contempt  ■,  and  at  the  fame  time  wx  bring  juft 
difgrace  upon  ouiTelves  ;  fdr,  by  adting  un- 
fuitably  to  our  charadler,  vve  become  truly  ri¬ 
diculous,  and  deferve  to  be  infamous. 

And,  next  to  the  condudt  of  cur  own  lives, 
it  will  be  of  the  greateft  fervice  to  public  wor- 
Ibip,  that  we  reprefent  it,  as  indeed  it  is, 
highly  rational,  and  conducive  to  the  prefent, 
as  well  as  to  the  future  happinefs  of  men. 
AVhen  it  is  ihown  to  have  a  diredt  tendency 
to  infpire  us  wdth  worthy  fentiments  of  the 
IDivine  Being,  with  the  love,  reverence,  and 
fear  of  him  ;  to  lead  us  to  imitate  him  in  our 
lives ;  to  be  juft  and  merciful,  peaceable,  for¬ 
giving,  and  gentle  ;  to  promote  the  interefts 
of  our  fellow-creatures  ;  to  fubdue  our  un¬ 
ruly  pafllons  •,  when  it  is  fhewn  to  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  beget  and  pronaote  in  us  thofe  hea¬ 
venly  difpofitions  which  will  render  us  blelT- 
ings  to  one  another  in  this  world,  and  qualify 
us  for  the  happinefs  of  the  world  to  come  \ 
when  it  is  fhewn  in  this  light,  we  may  hope  it 
will  yet  again  force  its  wxy  into  the  hearts  and 
eonfciences  of  men.  Amen. 
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By  Thomas  Somerville. 

Matt,  xxvii.  54. 

JVoiv  ’when  the  centurion^  and  they  that  'werer 
with  him,  watching  Jefus,  faw  the  earth-- 
quake^  and  thofe  things  that  were  done,  they: 
feared  greatly,  faying.  Truly  this  was  the' 
Son  of  God. 

WE  inquu’e,  with  the  moft  eager  curiO"- 
fity,  concerning  the  circumftances  and 
behaviour  which  dole  the  hiftory  of  perfohs^ 
■who  have  been  great  and  diftinguiflied  througb 
life.  If  the  lall  fcene  has  been  marked  with 
dillrefs,  it  grows  more  powerfully  interehing 
and  inftrucltivc.  The  tendereft  feelings  of  the: 
heart  are  exercifed  j  the  nobleft  fatisfadion  is^ 
derived,  from  contemplating,  in  our  own  na¬ 
ture,  that  excellence  of  condud  which  fuffer- 
ing  goodnefs  only  can.  exhibit ;  we  are  pene¬ 
trated  with  the  virtues  which  we  admire,  and' 
retire  with  refolutions  which  have  a  promifing 
tendency  to  imprefs  and  to  elevate  the  whole 
tenor  of  future  adions. 

The  peculiar  duty  of  this  day  *  coincide^. 
*■  i’rcachcd  before  the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  fupper. 
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with  this  natural  propenhty  of  the  mind,  to 
direft  our  meditations  to  the  moft  important 
tircumftances  which  attended  the  death  of 
Chrid. 

Miracles  performed,  prophecies  fulfilled, 
virtues  diiplaycd,  in  the  clofing  fcenc  of  our 
Lord’s  life,  all  confpirc  to  enforce  the  conclu- 
hon  drawn  by  the  centurion,  Truly  this  luas  ihs^ 
Son  of  Gcd. 

Miracles  are  a  fpecies  of  evidence  which  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  fenfes,  and  produce  inflantaneous 
and  full  conviclion  in  the  mind  The  fun 
darkened,  the  earth  trembling,  the  vail  of  the 
temple  rent,  were,  to  thofe  who  beheld  them, 
awful  dcraonfrrations  of  the  dignity  of  the 
iufFeiing  Jefus.  To  the  imprefhon  of  thefe 
we  are  chiefly  to  aferibe  the  conclullon  of 
the  centuiion,  and  of  thofe  who  were  with 
him. 

The  Jews  fought  the  evidence  of  the  Mef- 
fiah’s  avtthority  in  the  books  of  the  Old  Tefla- 
ment.  Hence  the  facred  hiflorians  are  at 
pains  to  remark  the  correfpondence  of  every 
event  of  our  Lord’s  life  to  the  types  of  the 
law,  and  the  prediclions  of  the  prophets. 
That  Jefas  fliould  be  crucified ;  that  his  fide 
foould  be  pierced^  his  garments  divided  by  lot ; 
that  he  fiould  receive  vinegar  to  drinky  and 
make  his  grave  avith  the  rich  ;  what  but  di¬ 
vine  prefcience  could  fortell  ?  What  but  di¬ 
vine  power  could  accomplifh  the  fullilrnent  of 
a  icries  of  circumflances  fo  minute  and  contln- 
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I'he  evidence  of  divinity  drawn  from  the 
charaEler  or  virtues  ot  Jefus,  requires  the  de¬ 
liberate  attention  of  the  mind  ;  but  it  carries 
down  its  force  undiminiflied  to  the  remoteft 
ages,  and  terminates  in  con  vision  no  lef  s  firm 
and  pleafant.  With  thefe  advantages,  it  ex¬ 
cites  difpofitions  of  heart  pecidiarly  fuitable  to 
the  remembrance  of  the  death  of  Chrifi:. 

I.  Sensibility  and  fortitude  united  form 
a  rare  and  illuftrious  combination  of  virtues, 
and  proclaim  the  Son  of  Cod  through  the  dif- 
guife  of  external  humiliation,  with  which  he 
was  covered,  when  he  became  obedient  to  death. 
As  it  behoved  our  High  Prieft  to  be  made  in 
all  things  like  unto  his  brethren  ;  fo  we  find 
him  through  preceding  life,  and  particularly 
at  the  approach  of  death,  difplaying  that  fen- 
fibility  which  is  an  eflential  property  of  hu¬ 
man  nature.  Without  fenfibiiity,  courage  is 
no  more  than  brutal  ferocity  :  it  excites  the  a- 
verfion,  rather  than  the  approbation,  of  fpec* 
tators. 

W’ould  you  contemplate  the  mofi:  affe fling 
fenfe  of  fnffering,  fupported  by  the  nobleft 
fortitude  and  refignation  to  the  divine  will  ? 
RecoUecl  whar  Jefus  felt,  and  how  he  fubmit- 
ted  in  the  garden  of  Gethfeinane  :  “  He  be- 
“  gan  to  be  fore  amazed,  and  very  heavy. 
The  hour  of  approaching  danger  is  big  with 
anxiety  and  horror.  Though  death_  be  una¬ 
voidable,  yet  whilft  the  time  and  manner  of 
it  are  uncertain,  the  flattering  iihagination  of 
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the  individual  puts  it  at  a  diftance,  and  fond¬ 
ly  hopes  to  be  in  the  number  of  the  happy 
few,  who  may  evade  the  hcknefs,  the  groans, 
and  the  agonies,  which  exhibit  the  moft  for¬ 
midable  countenance  of  death.  But  when  the 
moment  of  fufFering  is  fixed  and  precife  j 
when  infamy  and  tortures  are  appointed  ;  eve¬ 
ry  hope  of  delay,  of  efcape,  fliut  out  what 
an  awful  interval  of  diftradlion  and  terror  ! 

Jefus  had  a  clear  forefight  and  apprehenfion 
of  his  fufferings.  The  treachery  of  Judas,  the 
denial  of  Peter,  the  bufietings  of  the  foldiers, 
the  fcourging,  and  the  crofs,  in  difmal  array, 
were  drawn  out  before  him.  Did  he  remain 
infenfible  to  thefe  evils  ?  He  furrendered  hira- 
felf  to  their  keeneft  impreflion,  and  nature 
recoiled.  “  He  faid.  My  foul  is  exceeding 
“  forrowful ;  and  prayed.  If  it  were  poffible,. 

Father,  take  away  this  cup  from  me.”  That 
fupreme  regard  to  the  will  of  God  which  re¬ 
gulated  all  his  actions,  refirained  the  natural 
reludlance  to  fufiering  ;  and  with  compofure,- 
and  yet  with  full  apprehenfion,  he  entered  in¬ 
to  the  field  of  combat ;  and  he  faid,  “  Never- 

thelefs  not  what  I  will,  but  what  thou  wilt.” 
Thus,  Vi^hilfi:  he  felt  as  a  man,  he  fuffered. 
with  the  dignity  which  became  the  Son  of 
God.  The  fame  amiable  conjun(5tion  of  fen- 
fibility  and  fortitude  illuftrioufly  flione  forth 
when  he  afterwards  hung  upon  the  crofs  *,  fuf- 
tained  with  patience  the  agonies  which  he  had 
before  apprehended  ;  and  attentively  difchar- 
ged  to  his  friends  and  his  enemies  thofe  duties; 

which. 
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which  are  rarely  attained  by  the  mo  ft  perfect 
human  characters,  in  the  calm  and  untroubled 
moments  of  life. 

2.  The  laft  fcene  of  our  Lord’s  life  is  flrong- 
ly  recommended  to  every  generous  heart,  by 
cxpreffions  of  the  moft  ardent  and  unabated 
affection  to  his  friends.  It  is  impoffible  to 
conceive  any  fituation  more  pitiable  and  for¬ 
lorn,  than  that  of  our  Lord’s  difciples,  from 
the  period  of  his  falling  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemies,  till  his  riling  again  from  the  dead. 
All  their  fondeft  hopes  blafted  ;  dangers  ga¬ 
thering  over  their  heads,  and  exaggerated  by 
the  horrors  of  a  defponding  imagination  j  their 
friend,  their  confolation,  taken  from  them  ! 
Their  fituation  was  anticipated  with  the  fen- 
dereji  fympathy  by  their  mafter.  His  firfl  and 
moft  anxious  concern,  was  to  prepare  and 
flrengthen  them  againfl  the  hour  of  approach¬ 
ing  trial.  Difappointments  altogether  fudden 
and  unexpected,  are  ready  to  plunge  the  mind 
into  defpair.  Jefus  gradually  opens  to  his 
difciples  the  profpeCl  of  fuffering.  In  their 
laft  journey  to  Jerufalem,  “  he  began  to  tell 

them,  that  the  Son  of  man  muft  fuffer  ma- 
“  ny  things  of  the  Jews,  and  be  killed.”  To 
countervail  the  fhock  of  this  fatal  prediction, 
in  the  fame  moment,  and  with  the  fame  breath, 
he  announces  his  fucceeding  triumph :  “  And 
“  he  fhall  rife  again  from  the  dead  on  the 
“  third  day,” 
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Upon  the  immediate  approach  of  fufFering, 
Jefus  devotes  himfelf  more  entirely  to  the  con- 
folation  of  his  difciples,  and  pours  out  his 
heart  in  the  fvvceteft  llrains  of  affedlion.  The 
perfedlions  of  God,  his  ovim  dignity,  and  in- 
tereft  with  the  Father,  the  happinefs  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  ftate,  are  all  recapitulated,  and  brought 
home  to  their  hearts,  as  fources  of  comfort. 
That  internal  unity  and  love  which  fecures 
independent  joys  to  thofe  who  are  affociated 
in  common  misfortunes,  are  now  prefled  with 
the  moft  earneft  recommendations,  and  be- 
queathq^j  as  the  lafb  legacy  of  the  dying  friend  : 
“  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  That 
ye  love  one  another ;  as  1  have  loved  you, 
“  that  ye  alfo  love  one  another.  By  this  fhall 
“  all  men  know,  that  ye  are  my  difciples,  if 
“  ye  have  love  one  to  another.  My  peace  I 
“  give  unto  you,  my  peace  I  leave  with  you  j 
“  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.” 
Their  own  intereft,  how  improbable  foever 
this  might  feem,  our  Lord  aflures  them, 
fliould  be  finally  promoted  by  his  departure  : 
“  Neverthelefs  I  tell  you,  that  it  is  expedient 
for  you  that  I  go  away  ;  for  if  I  go  not  a- 
wav,  the  Comforter  will  not  come.” 

But  it  were  harfli  to  fufpecl;,  that  the  anxie¬ 
ty  of  our  Lord’s  difciples  centred  entirely  in 
themjelves.  Concern  for  their  mafter  entered 
deep  into  their  hearts,  and  compofcd  a  great 
proportion  of  their  forrow.  In  this  view, 
how  fuitable  and  confolatory  the  aflurance  ? 
If  ye  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoice,  becaufe 
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I  faid,  I  go  unto  the  Father;  for  my  Fa- 
ther  is  greater  than  I.”  He  clofes  the  whole 
with  a  fervent  addrefs  to  Heaven,  formed  to 
convey  the  moft  exalted  and  encouraging  fen- 
timents  of  his  dignity,  and  to  engrave  upon 
their  hearts  memorials  of  the  ardour  and  con- 
ftancy  of  his  friendfhip,  which  would  prove 
refrefhing  under  every  future  perfecution,  to 
which  they  might  be  expofed  on  account  of 
their  attachment  to  him. 

Our  Lord  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
weaknefs  and  timidity  of  his  difciples.  He 
wanted  to  keep  them  at  a  diftance  from  dan¬ 
gers  which  they  were  not  able  to  withftand. 
Attending  to  this,  we  difeern  the  wifdom  and 
generohty  of  his  addrefs  to  the  foldiers  who 
came,  under  the  guidance  of  Judas,  to  appre¬ 
hend  him :  “  He  went  forth,  and  faid  unto 
“  them.  Whom  feek  ye  ?  They  anfwered 
him,  Jefus  of  Nazareth.  Jefus  faith  unto 
them,  I  am  he.”  Innocence  can  do  won¬ 
ders  :  “  One  fliall  chafe  a  thoufind,  and  ten 
put  ten  thoufand  to  flight.”  Innocence  a- 
ione  poflefles  in  itfelf  that  dignity  and  bold- 
nefs  which  confounds  a  mind  debafed  and 
troubled  with  the  confeioufnefs  of  guilt.  Arm¬ 
ed,  and  many,  “  they  went  backward,  and 
“  fell  to  the  ground.”  He  avails  himfelf  of 
their  terror,  to  procure  the  fafety  and  efcape 
of  his  difciples  :  “  If  therefore  ye  feek  me,  let 
“  thefe  go  their  way.” 

Our  Lord’s  tendernefs  to  his  difciples,  ap¬ 
pears  from  a  previous  care,  to  remove  all  thofe 
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circumftances  which  might  tend  to  fwell  the 
tide  of  forrow,  occafioned  by  his  fufrerings 
and  death.  In  the  fii'ft  flow  of  forrow  for 
the  lofs  of  a  friend,  its  greatefi:  mitigation  or 
increafe  is  derived  from  the  remembrance  of 
our  behaviour  in  the  days  of  enjoyment.  E- 
very  inftance  of  attachment,  of  duty,  and 
of  fervice,  is  now  recalled  with  approbation, 
and  gives  ample  reward  in  the  fweet  fenfations 
which  intermingle  with  our  fighs  and  our  tears. 
Every  failure  in  afFe£lion,  every  flight  and  ne¬ 
glect,  of  which  we  have  been  guilty  towards 
our  departed  friend,  now  Hand  up  in  judge¬ 
ment,  and  write  bitter  things  againft  us.  The 
apoftles  of  our  Lord  had  but  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  indulge,  upon  fuch  accounts,  the  harfh- 
eft  tone  of  forrow.  As  if  it  had  been  with  a 
View  to  check  this,  Jefus,  in  his  lafl;  interviews 
with  his  difciples,  is  at  pains  to  expi'efs  the 
fulleft  approbation  of  every  inftance  of  their 
fidelity ;  and  to  fuggeft  every  apology,  and 
alleviating  circumftance,  for  their  negledl, 
which  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  candour  and  ge- 
nerofity  could  devife.  If  the  difciples,  in  the 
feafon  of  calm  refledfion,  were  prone  to  la¬ 
ment,  that  they  had  fallen  ftiort  of  the  im¬ 
provements  which  they  might  have  attained, 
of  the  regard  and  gratitude  which  they  ought 
to  have  exprefled,  whilft  they  enjoyed  the 
perfonal  prefence  of  their  mafter,  it  would* 
be  fome  confolation  to  remember,  that  he 
himfelf  had  given  them  this  teftimony  :  “  Ye 
‘‘  are  they  which  have  continued  with  me  in 

“  my 


On  the  death  of  Chrlft.  S5 

my  temptations.  Ye  have  loved  me,  kept 
“  my  word,  believed  that  I  came  from  God. 
“  Henceforth  I  call  you  not  fcrvants,  I  have 
“  called  you  friends.”  If  Peter,  James,  and 
John,  were  cut  to  the  heart  when  they  recol- 
lefted  the  ftupidity  and  coldncfs  with  which 
they  had  fo  ill  repaid  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
honour  their  Mafter  had  conferred,  by  admit¬ 
ting  them  to  be  fpeflators  of  his  lowed:  hu¬ 
miliation  in  the  garden  of  Gethfemane  j  com¬ 
fort  and  joy  would  yet  revive,  when  they  re¬ 
membered,  that  he'himfclf  had  not  condemned 
them  *,  that  he  himfelf  had  pleaded  the  only 
extenuation  of  their  crime,  “  i  he  fpirit  is 
“  willing,  but  the  lleih  is  weak  had  plead¬ 
ed  this  at  a  feafon,  when  the  mind,  broken 
with  forrow,  diflates  the  fevereft  confhuclion 
of  the  conduct  of  friends.  Simon  Peter  wept 
bitterly,  but  could  not  defpair,  when  he  recall¬ 
ed  the  overflowing  compafilon  which  filled  the 
eye  of  Jefus,  when  at  one  glance  he  intimated 
his  guilt  and  forgivenefs. 

I  flaall  give  one  example  more  of  our  Lord’s 
attention  and  tendernefs  to  his  friends  in  the 
clofing  feene  of  his  life.  Among  the  few  who, 
with  unflaaken  attachment,  had  followed  him 
through  every  feene  of  danger,  and  who  now, 
overwhelmed  with  aftonilhment  and  grief,  be¬ 
hold  him  expiring  upon  the  crofs,  there  is 
me  whofe  diflinguiflaed  forrow  arrefls  the 
whole  attention  of  the  fympathifing  heart ! 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Jefus,  was  there.  What 
joys  had  often  thrilled  through  her  heart  whilfl: 
VoL.  III.  H  ihc 
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file  hung  upon  the  heavenly  inftrudtions  which 
dropped  from  the  mouth  of  her  Son  ;  when 
Ihe  beheld  the  innumerable  afls  of  goodnefs 
which  were  performed  by  his  beneficent  arm  ! 
What  high  expeflations  had  fhe  founded  upon 
thefe  !  What  a  contraft  to  all,  the  catajlrophe 
of  this  day  !  Now  did  flae  comprehend  the  full 
energy  of  the  prediction  of  Simeon  :  “  Yea,  a 
“  fword  fhall  pierce  through  thy  own  foul  al- 
“  fo.”  The  prefence  of  Mary,  we  may  be¬ 
lieve,  Avas  no  inconfiderable  aggravation  of 
the  fufferings  of  Jefus.  Amidfi;  the  agonies 
of  the  crofs,  he  does  not  forget  to  provide  for 
her  confolation  :  “  When  Jefus  therefore  faw 
“  his  mother,  and  the  difciple  {landing  by 
whom  he  loved,  he  faith  unto  his  mother, 
“  Woman,  behold  thy  fon  ;  then  faith  he 
“  to  the  difciple.  Behold  thy  mother.’^  But 
was  it  neceflary  that  the  beloved  difciple  Ihould 
be  prompted  to  a  duty  fo  obvious,  and  fo  con- 
fonant  to  that  tendernefs  of  heart,  which  ad¬ 
vanced  him  to  a  pi'eference  in  the  friendfliip 
of  Jefus?  Whilft  he  remembered  the  fon, 
could  he  forget  the  mother,  bereaved  of  that 
fon,  a  monument  of  forrow  ?  Might  it 
not  have  been  expeifted,  that  the  gratitude 
of  the  beloved  difciple  would  have  fully  an- 
I’wered  every  wilh  and  expeftation  of  jefus  ? 
Every  inftance  of  care  and  tendernefs  might 
indeed  have  been  expected  from  the  free  un- 
Iblicitcd  companion  of  John.  But  fiich  a  te- 
ftimony  of  affe^ion,  uttered  with  the  expiring 
breath  of  her  Lord,  was  a  confolation  which 
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liimfelf  only  could  befi;o^Y.  Ye  whofe  hearts 
are  moved  with  tender  feelings,  ye  can  teftify, 
that  the  broken  accents,  the  feeble  grafp,  the 
look  of  tendernefs,  which  conveyed  the  laft 
proofs  of  the  afFeefion  of  your  departing  friend, 
are  held  in  fweet  remembrance,  and.  efteemed 
the  beft  legacy  he  left  behind  him. 

3.  The  generosity  of  our  Lord  to  his  e- 
nemies,  I  mention  as  another  example  of  ^£,W- 
like  virtue  exhibited  in  his  laft  hours.  In  the 
condudt  of  our  Lord’s  enemies,  we  behold 
hurfian  nature  in  the  mo  ft  deformed  afpcih. 
Malice,  though  excited  by  high  provocation, 
and  threatening  the  moft  violent  purpofes  of 
revenge,  has  been  often  knowm  to  relent,  and 
even  to  change  into  comnafTion,  when  it  ha.s 
gained  its  effect,  and  wuought  the  dcftruction 
of  the  peiTon  againif  w'hom  it  was  bent.  Un' 
relenting  and  obdurate,  the  enemies  of  Jefu-s 
add  infult  to  cruelty,  and  contrive  every  cir- 
cumftance  that  might  tend  to  aggravate  the 
w'eight  of  forrow  which  he  undcfervedly  fuf- 
tained.  If  we  would  make  the  tranlltion  from 
what  is  moft  bafe  and  deteffable,  to  what  is 
moft  amiable  and  fublime,  in  condueft,  let  us 
turn  our  eyes  from  the  multitude  to  Jefus. 
No  wrath  appears  in  his  countenance ;  no  com¬ 
plaint  or  upbraiding  drops  from  his  mouth. 
He  who  wdth  a  word  might  have  poured  de- 
ftru6tion  upon  his  enemies,  intercedes  in  their 
behalf,  and  prays  to  Heaven  to  pity  and  for¬ 
give  them  :  “  Father,  forgive  them  ;  for  they 
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kno'v  not  what  they  do.”  I  fliall  not  defeend 
to  minute  criticifins,  propofed,  as  it  has  been 
pretended,  to  vindicate  the  fenfe  and  proprie¬ 
ty  of  this  petition.  It  is  evidently  the  eiFulloa 
of  a  heart  overflowing  with  benevolence.  It 
was  inofl:  excellently  calculated  to  remove  the 
impediments  which  before  intercepted  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  Heaven  j  and  to  mould  the  hearts  of 
his  enemies  into  a  frame  fufceptible  of  for- 
givenefs  by  the  Almighty.  Nor  are  we  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  prayer  of  Jefus  was  in  vain: 
“  Father,  forgive  them  ;  for  they  know  not 
“  what  they  do.”  The  unparallelled  genero- 
fity  of  the  deflre  would  fuddenly  av/aken  ful- 
picion  in  foine  of  thofe  who,  with  too  much 
precipitancy,  had  confented  to  the  death  of 
Chrift  :  “  They  know  not  what  they  do.”  I 
know  now  what  I  do,  re-echoed  every  relent¬ 
ing  heart ;  1  knetv  not  what  I  did  ;  I  never 
could  have  joined  in  the  accurfed  acclamation 
in  the  judgement-hall,  to  crucify  who  1 
believed  to  be  capable  of  praying  for  me^ 
Sometimes  the  heart  that  has  remained  flub- 
born  and  callous  againfl;  the  reiterated  alTaults. 
of  reproof  and  threatening,  has  quickly  diflbl- 
ved  under  the  more  gentle  impreflions  made 
by  charity  and  intcrceflion.  We  cannot  tell 
how  many  at  that  moment,  might  receive  thofe 
feeds  of  repentance  and  convidlion,  which  af¬ 
terwards  ripened  into  the  fruits  of  a  mature 
and  open  profeflion,  under  the  preaching  of 
the  aportles. 

If  there,  are  any  among  my  hearers  who  are 
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enemies  to  Cbrift,  I  would  intreat  them  to 
fonder  the  petition  which  he  offered  upon  the 
crofs  :  Forgive  them.  He  is  not  your  enemy, 
nnlefs  you  compel  him.  He  intercedes  for 
you.  If  you  perifli,  your  crime  is  ingratitude. 
You  have  extorted  condemnation  from  him 
who  died  to  fave  and  to  blefs  you.  Repent  of 
your  hard  fpeeches,  and  acknowledge  that  you 
knew  not  what  you  did.  Take  the  benefit  of 
his  prayei's,  and  accept  of  his  mercy  whilft  ye& 
it  may  be  found 

I  stTALL  now  clofe  this  difeourfe  with  a  itlf 
obfervations,  more  particularly  applied  to  the 
purpofe  of  improvement. 

I.  I  hope,  Chriftians,  that  your  own  hearts- 
have  prevented  the  neceflity  of  enlarging  up¬ 
on  the  truth  and  propriety  of  the  conclufioa 
of  the  centurion,  Truly  this  was  the  Son  cf 
God.  You  have  now  contemplated  a  feries  of 
fentiments  and  actions  exalted  above  the  reach.- 
of  human  nature.  They  were  exhibited  at  a 
period  the  moft  interefting  and  awful,  undef 
the  profpecl  and  amidft  the  agonies  of  death  s 
they  are  drawn  from  a  hilfory  characterized 
with  a  fimplicity  incompatible  with  fiClion  ;■ 
they  are  not  more  above  ordinary  life,  than 
they  are  above  the  invention  and  capacity  of 
the  authors  who  have  recited  them,  llliterate- 
filhermen,  who  dreamed  of  a  temporal  Mef- 
ftah,  and  fpurned  at  every  hint  of  perfecution, 
in  vain  would  have  had  recourfe  to  their  own 
inragination,  for  that  magaaiiimity  which  bor- 
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rowed  glory  from  fufferlng,  and  more  iignifi- 
cantly  than  ten  thoufand  triumphs,  proclaim¬ 
ed  tlie  crucified  Jefus  to  be  the  Son  of  God.  The 
character  was  real  :  they  have  drawn  it  from 
facVs  and  from  life. 

It  is  the  peculiar  advantage  of  that  fpecies 
of  evidence  which  1  have  now  infiftcd  upon, 
that  it  not  only  convinces  the  underflanding, 
but  interehs  the  heart  and  affeftions.  This 
gives  ftability,  and  vigour,  and  fruitfulnefs, 
to  faith.  The  heart,  fmitten  with  admiration 
of  the  jenfibility^  the  fortitude,  the  patienccy 
the  generofity,  difplayed  by  Jefus,  cannot  liften 
to  the  frivolous  cavils  and  objections  which 
embarrafs  the  underflanding  of  the  cold  and 
unfeeling  critic.  Imitation  of  Jefus,  and  o- 
bedience  to  his  laws,  are  now  purfued,  not 
with  a  fpirit  of  bondage,  as  a  protedlion  from 
the  wrath  of  Keaven,  but  with  the  inflamed 
deflre  of  the  heart,  as  leading  to  the  highefl: 
perfection  and  felicity  of  the  human  nature. 

2.  The  paflage  of  our  Lord’s  hiftory  which 
has  now  engaged  our  attention,  may  be  ufeful 
in  aflifting  and  raiflng  our  views,  concerning  the 
value  and  eifeCts  of  his  fuSbrings  and  death. 
If  the  righteous  Lord  loveth  righteoufnefs ; 
if  fuflering  be  the  fevereft  teft;  of  virtue  ;  if 
tlie  death  of  God’s  faints,  accompanied  with 
imperfect  meafures  of  humility,  and  patience, 
and  trufl,  be  precious  in  his  fight ;  with  what 
complacency  and  delight,  muit  he  have  beheld 
that  illuflrious  aflemblage  of  virtues  which 
‘  were  crouded  within  a  narrow  compafs,  and 
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crowned  a  life  of  perfect  goodnefs !  Fol¬ 
lowing  this  track  of  fentiinent,  we  eafily  enter 
into  the  propriety  and  force  of  thofe  expref- 
fions  which  the  fcripture  applies  to  the  death 
of  Chrift ;  that  it  was  precious  ;  that  it  was 
a  facrijice  and  offering  of  a  fweet-fmelling  fa- 
vour  to  God  j  that  the  Captain  of  our  falvation 
was  made  perfeFl  through  fuffering  ;  and  being 
made  perfe^,  he  became  the  author  of  eternal 
falvatioti  to  all  them  that  obey  him.  Mercy  e- 
redled  upon  the  meritorious  obedience  and  fif- 
ferings  of  Chrift,  inculcates  the  pureft  and 
mofl  worthy  fentiments  of  the  nature  and  per- 
fe«Slions  of  God  ;  draws  off  the  mind  from  at¬ 
tachment  to  vain  and  fuperftitious  fervices  ; 
and  lets  forth  the  intrinfic  excellence  of  good¬ 
nefs,  as  the  elTential  qualification  for  our  par¬ 
taking  of  the  divine  favour.  From  thefc 
views,  you  will  clearly  perceive  the  death  of 
Chrift  to  carry  the  moft  powerful  recom¬ 
mendation  to  perfonal  holinefs,  and  to  de- 
monftrate  the  indirpenfable  neceflity  of  being 
conformed  to  his  death,  ( to  the  virtues  of  his- 
death J,  in  order  finally  to  attain  the  benefits 
of  it,  the  refurredtion  of  the  juft,  and  the 
glories  of  a  future  life.  Which  leads  me  to 
obferve, 

3.  'lhat  the  part  of  our  Lord’s  hiftory  now 
recited,  may  ferve  as  a  model  of  the  temper 
and  duties  which  become  a  dying  Chrijlian. 
The  Chriltian  muft  not  be  alarmed,  as  if  any 
Jlrange  thing  had  happened  to  him,  though  hia 
heart  be  moved  with  reluctance  and  horror  at 
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the  approach  of  death.  Nor  Is  there  any  rca- 
fon  why  he  fhould  impute  this  to  weaknefs  of 
faith,  or  the  defertion  of  Heaven.  It  is 
the  law  of  human  nature  ;  a  law  from  which 
Jefus  was  not  exempted.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  after  the  example  of  Jefus,  it  is  the  du¬ 
ty  of  the  Chriftian,  to  call  in  fubmiffion  to 
the  will  of  God,  to  controul  and  to  regulate 
'the  fenfations  of  nature.  How  animating  the 
confideration,  that  our  glorious  Leader  has 
trod  before  us  in  the  path  of  death  !  He  te- 
flified,  that  it  was  a  rugged  and  a  gloomy 
path  :  he  is  now  exalted  to  glory  beyond  the 
tongue  or  conception  of  moi'tals,  and  has  left 
this  confolation  to  all  his  followers  :  “  1  go 
to  prepare  a  place  for  you  :  1  will  come  a- 
“  gain,  and  receive  you  unto  myfelf ;  that 
“  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo,” 

When  you  lie  down  in  the  bed  of  death, 
you  mull  not  think  that  you  have  done  with 
t/ns  world.  Ufefulnels  is  the  great  aim  of  the 
Chriftian  ;  and  whilft  he  breathes,  he  muft 
ftudy  to  be  ufeful.  Jefus,  upon  the  crofs,  re¬ 
commended  his  mother  to  the  beloved  dif- 
ciple,  and  prayed  for  the  pardon  of  his  ene¬ 
mies.  Thofe  whom  Providence  has  connect¬ 
ed  with  you  by  the  ties  of  blood,  demand 
your  firfl:  care  and  attention.  Think  it  not 
unworthy  of  a  dying  Chriftian,  to  remove  e- 
very  occafion  of  dilpute  and  animofity  among 
thofe  whom  ye  leave  behind  you  How  like 
Jelus  to  bequeath  the  legacy  of  peace  to  your 
family  !  Let  the  rule  of  equity  preferibed  by 
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Jefus,  direift  the  difpofal  of  your  effe£ls.  En¬ 
ter  into  the  various  relations  of  thofe  with 
whom  you  are  connected  ;  whatever  in  ju- 
Jiice  you  would  expedl  from  them,  that  do  ye 
alfo  to  them.  Maintain  to  the  laft  moment, 
the  meeknefs  and  compofure  of  the  Chriftian. 
Let  not  the  infirmities  of  nature  betray  you  in¬ 
to  that  peeviflinefs  and  complaint,  which  will 
imbitter  the  fortows  of  thofe  who  now  devote 
their  peace  to  your  comfort,  and  muft  foon 
deplore  your  fall  with  the  mofi:  fincere  affec¬ 
tion.  Remember  how  patient  and  tender  Jefus 
was  to  thofe  who  negle<Sted  him  in  the  hour  of 
his  agony. 

Now  is  the  happy  feafon  to  infufe  into  the 
hearts  of  thofe  who  ftand  around  you  thofe 
pious  admonitions,  which  will  fpeak  when  you 
are  dead,  and  render  your  memory  bleffed  in 
generations  to  come.  Now  Is  the  proper  feafon 
to  lift  up  your  foul  to  Heaven^  and  implore 
protection  and  blefiings  to  thofe  whom  ye 
leave  behind  you.  But  take  care  that  the  an¬ 
xiety  of  afl^e^tion  does  not  unhinge  that  con¬ 
fidence  v/ith  which  the  Chriftian  ought  to  re- 
pofe  upon  the  wife  and  good  providence  of 
God.  What  though  you  are  to  leave  an  aged 
parent,  w'hofe  fuftenance  and  comfort  feemed 
to  reft  upon  your  life  ?  What  though  you 
are  to  leave  your  children  poor,  deftitute,  and 
friendlefs  ?  Is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  fliorten- 
edj  that  he  cannot  help?  Is  his  ear  heavy,  that 
he  cannot  hear  ?  Yourfelf  hitherto  have  been 
no  more  than  an  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  his 
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goodnefs ;  and  is  his  goodnefs  bound  up  in 
youi'  feeble  arm  ?  How  often  has  a  family  of 
orphan  children,  left  upon  the  world  deflitute 
and  friendlefs,  been  all  along  fiipported,  and 
at  laft  reared  up  to  credit  and  profperity  in 
life,  by  the  friendfhip  of  thofe  with  whom  they 
had  the  fmalleft  connection,  and  who  mull: 
have  been  the  very  laft  from  whom  they  would 
have  expected  affiftance  ?  “  Blefled  is  the  man 
“  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  delighteth  great- 
“  lyin  his  commandments  ;  his  feed  fhall  be 
mighty  upon  the  earth.  The  generation  of 
the  juft  fhall  be  blefled.  The  Lord  flaows 
“  mercy  to  thoufands  of  thofe  that  love  him, 
and  keep  his  commandments.” 

At  this  interefting  period  your  enemies  inuft 
not  be  excluded.  Whilft  the  profpeCt  of  death 
and  judgement  was  remote,  revenge  might  ap¬ 
pear  grateful,  and  forgivenefs  a  hai’d  duty^ 
But  whilft  vou  tread  in  the  threfhold  of  the 
judgement-hall,  and  hold  in  your  eye  that  aw¬ 
ful  tribunal  where  you  muft  plead  for  mercy, 
and  be  ruined  by  juftice,  can  you  hefitate  a 
moment,  can  you  deny  the  moft  liberal  for¬ 
givenefs  ?  Look  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  be¬ 
hold  him  who  needed  not  forgivenefs,  inter¬ 
ceding  for  the  forgivenefs  of  his  enemies. 

Anticipate  this  day  the  dying  fcene  ;  re¬ 
commend  your  friends  to  God  j  pray  for  your 
enemies  ;  commit  your  fpirit  to  him  who  gave 
it ;  and  hope  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  your 
Lord. 


SER. 
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On  kind  Affedions. 

By  John  M‘Farlan,  D.  D. 


Rom.  xll.  10. 

Be  kindly  affeFtioned  one  to  another. 
Part  I. 

IT  is  one  of  ihe  excellencies  of  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion,  that  while  it  enforces  the  obfer- 
vation  of  every  politive  moral  duty,  it  alfo  re¬ 
commends,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the  ex- 
ercife  of  kind  and  benevolent  affections ;  while 
it  enjoins  obedience  to  the  law  of  God,  ju- 
ffice  towards  mankind,  and  temperance  with 
refpeCt  to  ourfelves,  it  teaches  us  to  cherifh 
all  the  finer  feelings  of  the  human  heart. 
Charity,  or  univerfal  good-will  to  our  fellow- 
creatures,  is  pofitively  required  of  every  per- 
ibn  who  profelles  Chriflianity  j  but  to  be  tru¬ 
ly  kindly  affeUioned  is  the  property  only  of  a 
few.  There  are  many  who  cannot  be  called 
bad  men,  that  have  no  juft  notion  of  what  is 
meant  by  it,  and  who  feem  to  regard  it  rather 
as  a  weaknefs  than  a  virtue.  By  due  atten¬ 
tion. 
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‘  tion,  however,  we  fliall  find  it  not  only  en¬ 
joined  by  the  precept  and  example  of  our  blelT-  - 
ed  Saviour ;  but  be  convinced,  that  it  is  this 
difpofition  of  mind  which  renders  the  per¬ 
formance  of  all  our  focial  duties  pleafing,  and 
enables  us  to  live  in  delightful  harmony  with 
one  another. 

It  is  difficult  minutely  to  deferibe  a  particu¬ 
lar  affeftion  of  the  mind  but  we  may  be  en¬ 
abled  to  form  a  conception  of  this  difpofition, 
by  fhowing  wherein  the  Chriftian  who  is  kind¬ 
ly  affe^lioned  differs  from  fome  other  charac¬ 
ters,  which,  though  not  immoral,  yet  arc 
wanting  in  that  benevolence  w'hich  the  gofpel 
requires.  Having  done  this,  I  fhall  endea¬ 
vour  to  ffiow,  that  it  is  our  intereft,  as  well 
as  our  duty,  to  cultivate  a  temper,  which, 
while  it  promotes  the  welfare  of  fociety,  is 
no  lefs  conducive  to  our  own  happinefs. 

I  RETURN  to  fliow  wherein  the  Chrifiian 
who  is  kindly  affe<hioned  differs  from  fome  o- 
ther  charadlers,  which,  though  not  immo¬ 
ral,  yet  are  wanting  in  that  benevolence  and 
generofity  of  difpofition  which  the  gofpei  re¬ 
quires. 

We  ffiall  noticontraft  him  with  thofe  who 
are  notorioufly  profane,  cruel,  vindidtive,  or 
malignant,  in  their  difpofitions  ;  fuch  charac¬ 
ters  we  hope,  for  the  honour  of  humanity, 
are  not  very  common  in  the  world  ;  but  he 
may  be  diftinguifhed  from  that  man  who  con¬ 
fines  himfelf  to  the  ftridl  letter  of  the  law, 

and 
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and  who,  having  no  confpicuous  infirmities 
of  his  own,  has  no  allowance  to  make  for 
the  weaknefihs  of  others  Though  fuch  a  per- 
fon  may  be  refpeftable  on  account  of  the  re¬ 
gularity  of  his  behaviour,  having  none  of 
thofe  keener  paffions  which  betray  others  in¬ 
to  follies  and  indifcretions,  yet  his  temper  is 
rigid  and  fevere.  While  he  is  blind  to  his 
own  failings,  he  requires  more  from  mankind 
than  human  nature  can  ealily  arrive  at.  Hence, 
void  of  pity,  he  is  flridl;  in  condemning  thofe 
who  have  come  fliort  of  that  flandard  of  du¬ 
ty  which  he  hath  propofcd  to  himklf.  If  he 
were  narrowly  to  examine  his  own  life,  or 
look  into  the  lives  of  thofe  whom  he  moft 
highly  edeems,  he  might  diicover  many  faults; 
but  thefe  pafs  unnoticed,  while  the  fl'ips  of 
youth  and  inexperience,  with  the  err^  -s  of 
thofe  who  are  formed  with  warmer  feelings, 
are  the  fubje<fl;s  of  ftcrn  reproof.  With  this 
temper  he  cannot  exercife  kind  alTtrrion.s  to- 
waids  thofe  who  are  the  proper  objefls  of 
them.  Deftitute  of  compaffion,  he  cannot 
admoniflt  or  reprove  v,dth  the  fpirit  of  meek- 
nefs,  but  renders  himfelf,  and  cvlii  his  prin¬ 
ciples,  difagreeable  to  the  young  and  \\  arni' 
hearted. 

Such  principles  do  not  appear  conformable 
to  the  mild  and  gentle  fpirit  of  the  gofpel. 
Though  it  holds  forth  perfecition  as  the  object; 
which  we  ought  to  drive  after,  yet  it  does  not 
reprobate  thofe  who  come  diort  of  it.  We 
mean  not  to  weaken  the  obligations  to  virtue, 
Yol.  III.  I  or 
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or  to  give  any  indulgence  to  fin.  A  Chriftian 
kindly  affectioned  maintains  as  notions 

of  duty  as  the  other  poflibly  can  ;  but  while 
he  regrets  his  own  inability  to  arrive  at  the 
perfefl  obfervance  of  it,  he  fympathifes  with 
his  brother  who  is  befet  with  the  fame  infir¬ 
mities.  He  does  not  call:  him  out  of  his  heart, 
becaufe  he  has  offended  ;  but  fondly  hopes, 
that  when  he  comes  to  himfelf,  he  v^ill  return 
to  the  way  of  duty.  As  a  tender  parent  bears 
with  the  fretfulnefs,  and  even  frowardnefs,  of 
a  favourite  child,  fo  he  learns  to  bear  with 
the  failings  of  his  brother.  In  this  he  imi¬ 
tates  the  greateft  of  all  examples.  Though 
our  Lord  was  perfedf,  yet  he  did  not  abfolute- 
ly  require  perfe^fion  from  his  followers.  When 
they  were  dull  to  the  apprehenfion  of  fpiri- 
tual  truths,  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe,  he 
compafiionately  bore  with  them  *,  when  he  did 
reprove  them,  it  was  not  in  anger  but  with 
mildnefs.  He  did  not  lofe  their  affedfion  by 
leverity,  but  engaged  them  to  love  him  by 
kindnefs.  We  have  not  in  him,  faith  the  a- 
pofile  to  the  Hebrews,  an  high  priefi:  who 
cannot  be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  in- 
firmities  ;  but  one  who,  being  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are,  can  have  compaflion 
on  the  ignorant,  and  them  that  are  out  of 
the  way.  It  furely  well  becomes  us  to  fhow  a 
like  companion  for  one  another. 

Again,  as  a  Chriflian  kindly  affedfioned  is 
diftinguiflied  from  a  man  of  a  fevere  and  ri¬ 
gid  difpofition,  he  is  no  lefs  did’erent  from  a 
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man  of  a  proud  and  overbearing  temper, 
God,  in  his  providence,  has  given  to  fome 
men  a  larger  portion  of  underftanding  than 
to  others  :  fome  are  eminent  by  fuperior  ta¬ 
lents,  by  -quicknefs  of  apprehenlion,  and 
foundnefs  of  judgement ;  others,  who  have 
had  great  opportunities  of  improvement,  are 
no  lefs  eminent  by  the  acquifition  of  know¬ 
ledge,  and  of  ufeful  accomplilhments.  It  is 
impoffible  for  fuch  perfons  to  be  altogether 
infenfible  of  their  fuperiority  over  the  bulk  of 
mankind.  It  is  however  but  too  common  for 
fuch  to  be  afluming  and  infolent  towards  tlicfe 
whom  they  regard  as  their  inferiors.  "While 
they  look  down  on  them,  they  alfo  defplfa 
them,  and  adl  as  if  they  feemed  to  think  them 
of  a  lower  fpecies,  who  had  not  the  fame 
claim  to  the  bleffings  of  life  witli  themfelvcs : 
they  not  only  refufe  them  refpeff  and  efteem, 
but  deny  them  that  fympathy  and  affefllon 
which  they  owe  their  brother  ;  they  have  no 
patience  with  their  ignorance,  no  compaffion 
for  their  weaknel's.  Such  perfons,  in  think¬ 
ing  thus  highly  of  themfelvcs,  do  not  ramem" 
ber  that  it  is  God  only  who  hath  made  them 
to  differ  from  another,  and  that  even  a  flight 
fhock  of  difeafe  may  reduce  all  their  fhining 
parts  to  mere  childilhnefs.  Neither  do  they 
confider,  in  thinking  fo  meanly  of  their  bro¬ 
ther,  that  though  he  may  not  be  diftinguifli- 
ed  by  bright  talents,  he  may  be  an  object  of 
affection  for  what  is  more  amiable,  integrity 
and  benevolence.  It  is  a  melancholy  obferva- 
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tion,  but  too  often  verified,  That  thofe  v/ho 
are  pofTefTed  of  the  greatefi:  parts,  often  want 
what  Is  of  infinitely  more  value,  a  fincere 
hear^  and  good  difpofitions. 

A  Chriflian  kindly  afftdioned,  however  e- 
minent  lie  may  be  for  talents,  either  natural 
or  acquired,  does  not  boaft  of  them,  but 
confiJers  them  as  given  him  by  God,  to  ren¬ 
der  him  more  ufeful  to  mankind  ;  he  is  not 
high-minded,  but  remembers  how  well  it  be¬ 
comes  him  to  be  humble,  who  has  nothing 
but  what  he  has  received  from  a  higher  hand  ; 
he  provokes  not  his  weaker  brother  by  an  o- 
verbearing  behaviour,  but  accommodates  him* 
felf  to  his  apprehenflons,  is  condefeending, 
courteous,  and  affable  j  he  confiders  how  he 
may  be  mofl  ufeful,  how  he  may  inftru«ft  or 
advife  wdthout  offending.  As  it  is  much  in 
the  power  of  fuch  a  man  to  do  good,  fo  by 
the  exercife  of  thefe  kind  affections,  he  ren¬ 
ders  himfelf  more  effe^ually  ferviceable.  AVhilc 
he  procures  that  refpedt  which  is  due  to  him, 
he  alfo  engages  the  good-will  of  thofe  v/ith 
whom  he  is  conveiTant.  Though  he  foon 
difeovers  their  vveaknelfcs  and  errors,  yet  he 
docs  not  delpife  them,  but  ftudies  how  lie 
may  help  and  correct  them  by  a  gentle  and  ten¬ 
der  hand.  Thus,  while  the  man  of  pride  and 
infolence  is  regarded  as  a  tyrant,  whom  men 
may  fear,  but  cannot  love,  the  other  is  re- 
fpected  as  a  father  and  a  friend,  who  is  kind¬ 
ly  affciStioned  to  all  within  the  circle  of  his 
power. 

Further,^ 
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Further,  while  a  Chriftian  kindly  afFe;n:ion-- 
ed  is  diftinguillied  from  a  man  of  a  proud  and 
overbearing  temper,  he  is  yet  more  diltin- 
guilhed  from  a  perfon  of  a  fthilh  and  a  cold 
heart.  There  are  numbers  who,  though  ihey 
will  not  be  guilty  of  diredl  fraud,  crueit)  o-r 
injuftice,  yet  confine  themfelves  to  mere  ne¬ 
gative  goodnefs,  and  I'atisfy  themfelves  by 
thinking,  ihit  if  they  have  done  no  wrongs 
to  another,  they  have  done  well.  Confulering 
that  a  man’s  firft  concern  is  for  himfelf,  they 
make  this  the  principal  and  ahholl:  foie  object 
of  their  attention  ;  they  feem  to  be  at  pains 
to  feclude  every  other  concern,  reckoning  no¬ 
thing  wrong  which  is  not  unjuil,  and  nothing 
Inquired  which  the  law  does  not  politively  de¬ 
mand  Perk  as  ot  this  unfeeling  temper  are 
at  pains  to  lortify  tuemleivcs  in  their  obdu¬ 
racy  and,  wrapped  up  in  the  cloak  of  I’cl- 
fiflrovfs,  are  regardlefs  of  the  happinefs  op 
miicry  of  their  lellow-creacures.  They  find 
many  arguments  by  which  they  haidea  their 
hearts,  and  aliedge  numberlefs  rcafons  as  ai> 
excufe  for  not  exerciiing  the  duties  of  huma- 
nity  :  they  turn  away  their  eyes  from  feenes 
of  dilfrefs,  even  though  the  afflitding  hand  of 
God  be  hretched  out,  not  becaufe  of  noto¬ 
rious  fin  and  folly,  but  for  the  confirmation! 
and  trial  of  the  luifercrs  ;  coldly  pretending,, 
that  they  are  not  concerned  :  hath  his  unhap¬ 
py  brother  Involved  himfelf  in  trouble  by  his 
own  fault,  they  immediately  conefude,  that 
he  ouglit  to  fuilcr  for  his  foily  }  and  that  o- 
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ihers,  more  prudent,  arc  neither  to  be  invol¬ 
ved  in  his  diftrefs,  nor  to  pity  his  misfortune. 
If  all  mankind  a£led  by  the  fame  rule,  hov/ 
miferable  ihould  we  be  in  fociety  ?  How  much 
do  we  all  ftand  in  need  of  fympathy  and  com- 
paffion  from  one  another  ?  The  moft  power¬ 
ful  and  the  moft  opulent  are,  on  many  occa- 
lions,  dependent  on  the  affe^fion  and  good¬ 
will  of  their  inferiors.  If  in  the  hour  of  lick* 
nefs,  and  day  of  adverfity,  we  had  only  fer- 
vile  hands  to  attend  us,  we  Ihould  then  know 
how  much  we  Hood  in  need  of  the  tender 
fympathy  and  lenient  hand  of  friendihip  ;  if, 
when  we  were  vilited  by  heavy  misfortunes 
and  fevere  trials,  we  had  none  to  comfort  us, 
we  Ihould  link  under  that  burden  which  our 
own  unallifted  ftrength  is  unable  to  bear  j  if 
when,  in  an  unguarded  hour,  we  commit  er¬ 
rors,  to  which  even  the  bell  are  fometimes 
liable,  and  then  met  with  nothing  but  that 
reproach  which,  in  ftridl  juftice,  we  have  de¬ 
ferred,  how  bitterly  Ihould  we  pafs  our  days 
of  repentance  ?  A  Chriftian  who  duly  conli- 
ders  thefe  things,  does  not  Ihut  up  his  bowels 
of  companion  againft  his  brother,  but  wdih 
an  open  heart  dii'charges  the  tender  duties  of 
humanity.  Remembering  that  he  is  in  the 
body  liable  to  diftrefs  and  weaknefs,  he  learns 
fympathy  ;  he  does  not  avoid  the  hour  of 
mourning,  but  enjoys  a  real  ratisfa«Slion  if  he 
can,  in  any  degree,  alleviate  forrow,  or  com* 
fort  the  afflufted  heart  ;  he  wilhes  to  convince 
lus  brother  of  error,  by  friendly  admonitions, 
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not  by  bitter  reproaches  j  and  where  he  dif- 
covers  fymptoms  of  repentance,  he  ftrives  to 
confirm  him  in  virtue,  and  reconcile  him  to 
the  world  and  to  himfelf.  No  tears  mingle 
fo  fweetly  as  thofe  of  mutual  fympathy  and 
afFe<5tion  ;  they  are  not  bitter,  but  more  fra¬ 
grant  to  the  feeling  heart  than  the  richeft  per¬ 
fumes  to  the  fenfes.  A  perfon  kindly  affec- 
tioncd  draws,  even  from  afilidlion,  fenfations 
moi'e  truly  pleafing  to  the  benevolent  mind, 
than  all  the  tumultuary  gladnefs  which  can 
arife  from  fenfual  joy. 

Again,  while  a  Chriftian  thus  kind  and  be¬ 
nevolent  is  a  contraft  to  a  man  of  a  cold  and 
felfifh  heart,  he  is  alfo  difiinguifhed  from  a 
perfon  of  mere  vanity  and  oftentation.  it  is 
fo  oi’dered,  that  our  weaknelTes  often  become 
fubfervient  to  duty,  and  lupply  the  place  of 
real  principle  In  confirmation  of  which  we 
may  obferve,  that  there  is  nothing  which  more 
frequently  anfwers  this  end  than  vanity,  by 
which  I  mean,  the  immoderate  love  of  praife 
and  admiration.  Thus  men  who  poflefs  no 
real  love  to  their  country,  will  often,  from 
vanity,  be  at  pains  to  qualify  themfelves  to  be 
ufeful  to  fociety,  and  exert  all  their  abilities 
to  be  diftinguilhed  in  the  public  fervice  :  a 
man  who  has  no  fincere  principle  of  virtue, 
will  often  profefs  great  zeal  for  it,  be  eloquent 
in  its  praife,  and  even  perfuade  others  that  he 
'is  poflefled  of  it.  A  man,  in  like  manner, 
who  is  deftitute  of  real  benevolence,  will  ex- 
prefs  affedionate  good-will  to  all  mankind  ; 
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and,  though  naturally  fordid,  may  part  with 
his  wealth  to  fupply  the  indigent,  providing  he 
think  that  his  benefactions  will  be  proclaim¬ 
ed  to  the  world.  Thus  alfo  he  affeCls  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  tender  concern  for  the  diftrefles 
of  others  j  tears  flow  from  his  eyes,  while  his 
heart  is  untouched ;  and  he  vifits  the  mourner 
with  no  other  view,  than  to  obtain  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  fympathy  and  compaffion.  It  is  againfl: 
fuch  perfons,  that  they  feldom  fully  obtain  the 
end  they  have  in  view,  becaufe  it  is  but  fel¬ 
dom  they  have  fufficient  art  to  conceal  the 
principle  from  which  they  act.  When  this  is 
difeovered,  they  are  fo  fitr  from  procuring 
our  praife,  that  they  excite  our  contempt. 
Befides,  though  they  may  fometimes  do  good, 
yet  their  fervices  rarely  produce  the  fame  good 
effect  with  thofe  which  proceed  from  real 
principles  of  virtue.  An  oftentatious  aCl  of 
beneficence  may  relieve,  but  it  -alfo  mortifies 
the  perfon  on  whom  it  is  conferred  ;  an  affeCt- 
ed  fympathy  will  not  comfort  the  afflicted  fpirit ; 
and  a  perfon  who  thruffs  himfelf  into  ftrvice  to 
be  feen,  commonly  doe?  more  harm  than  good.. 
Their  motive  is  all’o  bad  in  this  refpeCt,  that 
acting  with  a  view  merely  to  be  feen,  and  con- 
fidering  every  thing  as  loft  which  does  not  con¬ 
tribute  to  their  fame,  they  negleCt  many  op¬ 
portunities  of  doing  the  moft  effential  private 
fervice 

A  Chriftian  of  kind  difpofitions  aCts  from  a 
nobler  principle,  from  that  of  unfeigned  love 
and  affection  to  his  fellow- creatures.  Though 
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ihc  cffeem  of  the  world  is  never  to  be  defpifed, 
and  we  ought  at  all  times  to  fear  its  juft  re¬ 
proach,  yet  he  will  never  make  this  the  principal 
objeCl  of  his  aCtions.  If  he  enters  into  public 
office,  it  is  chiefly  with  the  view  of  being  really 
ufcful  to  fociety  ;  his  benevolent  aClions  flow 
fpontaneoufly  from  his  heart, .he  rejoices  in 
every  opportunity  of  exerciling  his  benefi¬ 
cence.  As  he  tenderly  feels  for  the  diftrefiTes 
of  others,  fo  his  expreflions  of  fympathy  are 
not  feigned,  but  the  language  of  nature.  In 
deeds  of  charity  he  knows  it  to  be  more  blefiT- 
ed  to  give  than  to  receive  ;  he  wilhes  them  to 
be  concealed,  and  to  hide  from  his  left  hand 
what  his  right  hand  beffows. 

Laffly,  While  the  Chriftian  kindly  affbc- 
tioned  aCts  from  a  principle  far  fuperior  to  that 
of  vanity  and  offentation,  he  is  alfo  diftin- 
gui filed  from  thofe  whofe  affeCtions  flow  chief¬ 
ly  from  prejudice  or  pafllon.  Perfons  of  this 
character  are  very  common  in  the  world,  and 
we  are  ready  to  fay  of  them,  if  our  friends, 
that  they  have  very  warm  and  afleCllonate 
hearts.  In  one  rerpt  Cl,  it  is  true,  they  deferve 
this  character  ;  they  are  poflefTed  of  an  en- 
thufiafm  of  friendfiiip  for  the  objeCts  of  their 
regard  ;  they  weep  with  them  when  they  weep, 
and  they  rejoice  with  them  when  they  rejoice, 
exerting  all  their  abilities  to  ferve  them.  Be¬ 
ing  eafily  affeCted,  every  tale  of  wo  brings 
tears  from  their  eyxs.  So  far  their  difpofition 
is  amiable  j  but  it  is  not  uniform.  The  fame 
keennefs  of  temper  renders  them  fufpicious* 
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jealous,  and  eafily  offended  It  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  fee  thofe  who  but  lately  were  the 
objects  of  their  warmeft  affections,  become, 
from  the  moft  trivial  quarrel,  the  objeCls  of 
their  bittereft  refentment.  Their  hatred  is  vio¬ 
lent  like  their  love,  and  the  fevereft  reproaches 
often  fucceed  to  tender  endearments. 

The  kind  affeClions  of  a  Chriftian  are  much 
more  fteady  :  they  proceed  from  principle,  and 
not  from  prejudice  or  paffion.  Though  they 
maintain  good-will  towards  all  mankind,  yet 
they  do  not  rafhly  chufe  a  bofom-friend.  They 
weigh  well  his  good  qualities  with  his  infirmities 
before  they  fix  •,  but  when  once  fixed,  they  arc 
not  foon  moved :  they  are  not  eafily  provoked, 
but  bear  long  before  they  break  the  ties  of  af- 
feClion  -,  and  however  warm  their  hearts  may 
be  to  their  friends,  yet  they  harbour  no  angry 
or  malevolent  pallion  towards  any  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race :  there  may  be  many  who,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  vices,  they  cannot  regard,  yet 
they  become  the  objeCts  of  their  pity  rather 
than  of  hatred  ;  they  wilh  for  their  reforma¬ 
tion,  and  pray  for  their  good. 

To  conclude,  at  this  time,  with  the  exhor¬ 
tation  of  the  apoflle  to  the  Ephelians  :  ‘‘  Let 

all  bitternefs,  and  wrath,  and  clamour,  and 
“  evil-fpeaking,  be  put  away  from  you,  with 
**  all  malice  ;  and  be  ye  kind  and  tender  heart- 
“  ed,  forgiving  one  another,  even-  as  God,^ 
^  **  for  Chr ill’s  fake,  forgave  you.” 

SER- 
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Rom.  XU.  lo. 

Be  kindly  affeFlioned  one  to  another* 

'  Part  II. 

IN  the  former  part  of  this  difcourfe  I  have 
endeavoured  to  dlfcriminate  the  character 
of  a  Chrillian  kindly  afFedioned  from  fome  o- 
ther  charaders  common  in  life,  which,  though 
they  cannot  be  termed  immoral,  yet  come  far 
fhort  of  that  benevolence  of  difpofition  which 
the  gofpel  recommends.  I  have  fhown  where¬ 
in  he  is  diftinguilhed  from  the  man  whofc 
principles  and  temper  are  rigid  and  fevere  j 
from  him  alfo  who  is  of  a  proud  and  ovei*- 
bearing  fpirit  *,  from  the  man  of  a  cold  and 
felfifli  heart ;  from  the  man  who  ads  from 
vanity  or  oftentation  ;  and  from  the  perfon 
whofe  affedions  flow  from  prejudice  or  paf- 
I  lion  :  his  difpohtion  is,  in  many  refpeds,  fu- 
perior  to  any  of  thefe. 

But  to  be  yet  more  particular  in  the  deli¬ 
neation  of  this  charader  which  we  mean  to 
defcribe. 

Let  us  further  obferve.  That  a  Chriftian 
kindly  affedioned  cultivates  a  difpofition  to 
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pleafe  and  to  be  pleafed.  While  he  endea¬ 
vours  to  live  happily  in  fociety,  he  ftrives,  to 
the  utmofl:  of  his  power,  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  others.  This  ferenity  of  mind  may 
be  fometimes  interrupted  by  fcenes  of  delibe¬ 
rate  wdckednefs  and  vice,  which  he  cannot 
tvitnefs  without  the  moft  fenhble  pain  j  and 
he  may  be  alfo  difquieted  by  conhdering  the 
deep  diftrefles  which  many  endure,  where  it 
is  beyond  his  power  to  relieve  or  to  comfort. 
Yet  thefe  do  not  materially  affedi  his  happi- 
nefs,  or  the  temper  of  his  mind  ;  which  will 
appear  by  remarking,  that  the  greater  part  of 
human  life  does  not  confifl:  in  deeds  which  are 
either  notorioufly  bad,  or  eminently  good  j 
but  in  actions  which  do  but  in  a  fmall  degree 
approach  either  to  the  one  or  the  other.  The 
happinefs,  therefore,  or  the  mifery  of  life, 
does  not  confifi;  in  tranfports  of  joy,  or  in  the 
anguifli  of  affli^Stion  5  but  in  feelings  of  an  in¬ 
ferior  kind,  which,  though  lefs  violent,  yet 
are  m.uch  more  frequent  than  thefe  poignant 
fenfations.  Hence  it  comes  to  be  in  our 
power  to  make  others  miferable  in  life,  not 
fo  much  by  deeds  of  cruelty  or  injufticc,  which 
we  dare  not  or  cannot  commit,  as  by  indul¬ 
ging  a  malevolent  or  uncharitable  difp  lition 
towards  them  ;  and  it  is  in  our  power  to  make 
them  happy,  not  fo  much  by  fignal  and  ma¬ 
terial  ferviccs,  which  are  feldom  in  our  power, 
as  Iv.  the  inferior  offices  of  kindnefs  and  be- 
nevolenr  ,  which  we  are  able  more  conflant- 
ly  to  cxercife.  Thus  a  man  who  gives  way  to 
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a  bad  temper,  though  he  may  not  be  charge¬ 
able  with  any  immoral  or  unjuft  action,  yet 
often  renders  every  one  around  him  unhap« 
py  :  he  banifhes  kind  and  chearful  looks  by 
the  fournefs  of  his  countenance,  and  excites 
m  others  difquieting  thoughts  in  place  of 
pleafing  emotions.  A  Chriffian  kindly  affec- 
tioned,  on  the  other  hand,  diffufes  chearful- 
nefs  and  complacency  5  he  is  on  his  guard,  left 
he  fhould  give  uneafinefs  even  to  the  meaneft, 
and  ftrives  to  make  the  hours  pafs  fweetly  on. 
—  In  like  manner,  a  perfon  of  an  invidious  dif- 
pofitidn,  though  his  confcience  may  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  do  an  aftual  injuiT-,  yet  being  dif- 
quieted  and  uneafy  at  the  happinefs  of  hrs 
neighbour,  he  fpeaks  flightingly  of  his  merit, 
and  doubtfully  of  his  good  qualities  ;  he  catch¬ 
es  every  opportunity  to  mortify  him  ;  he  miffes 
no  occalion  of  a  hitirical  remark  ;  and  by  thus 
hurting  a  tender  part,  may  often  render  him 
more  unhappy  than  he  could  have  done  by  an 
open  aft  of  injuftice.  A  Chriftian  of  kind 
affeftions  abhors  this  ill-natured  meannefs.  As 
he  wiflies  for  the  happinefs  of  others,  lo  he 
rejoices  in  their  profperity  ;  he  is  cautious  of 
faying  any  thing,  though  true,  which  may 
give  pain,  unlefs  he  hopes  to  do  a  greater 
good  *,  and  though  he  will  never  flatter,  yet 
■fludies  how  he  may  fay  or  do  what  is  pleaflng. 

- — Again,  a  perfon  of  a  fretful  and  difeontent- 
ccl  temper,  by  continual  peevifhnefs,  makes  all 
with  whom  he  is  nearly  connefted  uneafy. 
While  he  is  unthankful  for  many  blelEngs  he 
VoL.  HI.  K  enjoys, 
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enjoys,  he  is  conftantly  repining,  aggravating 
every  little  inconvenience  to  which  he  is  expo- 
fed,  complaining  of  all  that  he  wants,  as  if 
he  had  a  right  to  poflefs  every  good  thing. 
Such  a  man  is  not  only  unable  to  exercife  kind 
affedlions  in  himfelf,  but  by  his  prefence,  in 
a  great  meafure,  prevents  others  from  unfold¬ 
ing  theirs.  Though  he  be  an  object  of  pity, 
yet,  by  his  unreafonable  condudl,  he  precludes 
himfelf  from  fympathy.  The  Chriftian  dif- 
polition  is  the  reverfe  of  this.  While  he  is 
thankful  to  God  for  the  many  blefiings  he  has 
conferred,  he  fhows  that  he  is  grateful,  by 
maintaining  a  chearful  and  contented  mind. 
As  nature  has  but  few  real  wants,  fo  he  can 
make  himfelf  happy  on  very  fmall  things  ;  he 
does  not  repine  at  the  fuperior  wealth  of  o- 
thers,  but  is  pleafed  to  think,  that  he  can  be 
as  well  fatisfied  with  his  pittance  as  they  can 
be  with  their  abundance. — Yet  again,  a  man 
of  a  flothful  difpolition,  though  he  is  guilty 
of  no  aftual  injury,  yet  does  not  contribute  to 
the  happinefs  of  others.  Though  he  may  wilh 
well  to  mankind,  and  be  even  pleafed  to  fee 
them  happy,  yet  he  will  not  roufe  himlelf 
from  indolence  to  do  good  :  he  feems  to  fhun 
opportunities  of  being  ferviceable,  and  to  a- 
void  occafions  where  he  may  be  called  to  ac¬ 
tive  duty  ;  he  turns  away  from  the  houfc  of 
mourning,  and  is  unwillingly  prefent  at  any 
fcene  of  diftrefs  ;  he  flics  from  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  danger,  and  fludies  to  live  at  perfe(ft 
eafe.  If  fuch  a  perfon  poflefles  any  kind  af¬ 
fections. 
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feclions,  they  are  of  no  ufe  to  mankind  ;  he 
is  in  fome  refpeiSts  worfe  than  a  mere  blank 
in  creation,  becaufe  he  occupies  a  ftation  the 
duties  of  which  he  does  not  difeharge.  A 
man  truly  kindly  affe^tioned  gives  no  indul¬ 
gence  to  this  llothfui  difpofition,  but  is  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  warmth  of  his  affe(flions  to  em¬ 
brace  every  opportunity  of  exercihng  them  : 
he  will  rather  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning 
than  to  the  houfe  of  feafting,  and  would  ra¬ 
ther  comfort  the  afflicted  heart  than  He  on  a 
downy  pillow.  If  he  is  bleiTed  with  abun¬ 
dance,  he  rejoices  that  it  is  in  his  power  to 
feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  and 
take  in  the  ftranger. —  From  thefe  and  many 
other  inftances  which  might  be  given,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  make  our- 
felves  and  others  happy,  not  fo  much  by  fig- 
nal  and  material  fervices,  which  are  feldom 
within  our  reach,  as  by  cultivating  kind  affec¬ 
tions,  and  difeharging  the  inferior  offices  of 
benevolence,  which  we  may  almoft  conftantly 
exercife.  A  perfon  of  this  difpofition  muff 
a(ff  a  good  part  in  every  relation  of  life  ;  he 
will  be  a  kind  mafler  and  a  faithful  fervant, 
an  affectionate  parent  and  a  dutiful  child,  a 
warm  friend  and  an  ufeful  citizen 

From  what  has  been  already  faid,  it  is  fure- 
ly  our  intereff,  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  cherifh 
thefe  benevolent  affeCtions ;  becaufe,  while  we 
promote  the  happinefs  of  others,  we  moft 
effectually  promote  oUr  own.  —  But  this  will 
yet  more  fully  appear  by  obferving, 
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Tliat  this  difpofirion  renders  the  obfervation 
of  thofe  focial  duties  eafy  and  agreeable,  which 
the  want  of  it  renders  clifFicult,  and  even  im- 
poflible.  'I'hus,  forbearance  is  a  duty  which 
it  well  becomes  us  to  exerciie  towards  one  an¬ 
other,  conlidering  that  there  is  no  man  who 
has  not  feme  infirmities  and  faults.  But  a  man 
who  is  rigid  in  his  principles,  and  fevere  in 
his  temper,  cannot  make  that  allowance  which 
he  ought  for  thofe  weaknefles  in  others  to 
which  he  himfelf  is  not  liable.  —  When  we 
confider  how  little  we  are  in  the  fight  of  God, 
and  that  we  have  nothing  which  we  have  not 
received  from  him,  tve  ought  furely  to  be 
humble  in  his  fight,  and  condefeending  to  our 
fellow-creatures.  But  the  man  of  a  proud  and 
overbearing  fpirit,  while  he  is  pi'efumptuous  in 
the  fight  of  God,  difdains  to  demean  himfelf  by 
an  affable  or  courteous  behaviour  •,  he  cannot 
in  honour  prefer  his  brother  whom  in  his  heart 
he  defpifes.  —  When  God  of  his  bounty  has 
bcflowed  on  us  an  abundance  of  the  good 
things  of  life,  it  is  but  a  fmall  teftimony  of 
our  gratitude  to  him,  to  befiovv  feme  inconfi- 
derable  portion  of  thefe,  in  obedience  to  him, 
to  fupply  the  wants  of  our  indigent  brethren. 
But  the  man  of  a  felfifii  and  cold  heart  goes 
away  forrowful  when  this  is  required  of  him  ; 
if  he  part  with  anydhare  of  his  wealth  on  fuch 
an  occafion,  it  is  like  tearing  away  the  better 
part  of  himfelf.  —  Our  deeds  of  charity  ought 
idfo  to  flow  from  the  pure  principles  of  love 
10  God  and  love  to  our  fellow-creatures,  with¬ 
out 
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out  any  regard  to  the  unjuft  cenfure,  or  even 
merited  approbation,  of  the  world.  But  the 
man  of  vanity  and  oftentation  is,  in  all  his  ac¬ 
tions,  governed  only  by  woiddly  cenfure  and 
applaufe  :  he  is  at  the  utmoft  pains  to  make 
virtues  known,  to  have  his  good  proclaimed^ 
and  to  have  his  reward  from  men.  - —  It  is  ex- 
prefsly  required  of  us  to  love  even-  our  ene¬ 
mies  j  but  a  man  governed  by  prejudice,  and 
of  a  paffionate  temper,  finds  it  very  difficult- 
to  extend  his  affeftion  beyond  the  narrow 
circle  of  his  friends,  and  impoflible  to  exer» 
cife  any  kindnefs  to  thofe  whom  he  eonfiders 
as  the  objeifts  of  his  juft  refentment.  —  The 
commands  of  Jefus  are  to  fuch  chara<fters  hard 
fayings,  they  cannot  bear  them.  But  they  are 
not  fo  to  the  kindly-afteftioned  Chriftian  ;  to- 
him  the  yoke  of  his  Lord  is  eafy,  and  his 
burden  is  light  ;  he  can  tenderly  bear  with 
thofe  infirmities  in  others  which  are  commoix- 
to  men,  and  from  which  he  knows  he  is  not 
exempted  j  he  entertains  no  pride  of  heart, 
or  afluming  fuperiority  over  his  brother,  but 
is  willing  to  prefer  him  as  better  than  himfelL 
Defpiiing  fellilh  and  fordid  principles-,  he  re¬ 
joices  in  opportunities  of  exerciftng  his  bene¬ 
ficence  i  and,  unmindful  of  the  voice  of  the 
giddy  multitude,  he  defires  only  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  God,  and  the  leftimony  of  his  own# 
confcience.  Extending  his- benevoiense  to  the  - 
whole  human  race,  his  kind  aft'edtions  are  not 
limited  ;  but,  exerciftng  the  trueft  generoftty 
of  mind,  he  is  ready  to  blcfs  them  who  curie 
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him,  to  do  good  to  thofe  who  hate  him,  and 
to  pray  for  thofe  who  defpitefully  ufe  him 
and  perfecute  him.  While  a  Chriftian  thus 
lives  in  love  and  harmony  with  all  mankind, 
he  poiTefTes  that  inward  tranquil'ity  which  is 
the  trueft  foundation  of  happinefs  If  every 
man  were  at  pains  to  cherilh  the  fame  difpo- 
lition,  the  path  through  life  would  become 
fmooth  and  phafant. 

This  leads  me  further  to  obferve,  That  by 
the  exercife  of  kind  affections  we  prevent  all 
that  pain  and  difquietiide  which  arifes  from 
indulging  the  oppolite  difpolitinns.  This, 
we  may  venture  to  affirm,  is  a  fource  from 
which  our  moft  frequent  and  bittereft  di- 
ftreffes  flow.  The  man  who  exercifes  no 
kindly  forbearance,  expofes  himfelf  to  conti¬ 
nual  caufes  of  uneafinefs  and  provocation  ;  he 
is  not  only  irritated  by  the  vices  ot  the  world 
conftantly  before  his  eyes,  but  he  is  fenfibly 
hurt  by  the  imperfcsftions  oi  his  friends  ;  he 
cannot  pals  a  fevers  cenlure  on  their  infirmi¬ 
ties,  without  luffcring  within  himfelf.  The 
diflrefs  which  a  man  of  a  proud  and  overbear¬ 
ing  fplrit  fuffers  from  the  liings  of  mortifica¬ 
tion  is  yet  more  acute  The  world  is  not  in¬ 
clined  to  favour  the  pretenfions  of  overween¬ 
ing  pride,  but  ratiier  to  pull  down  the  man 
who  affumes  fuperiority  *,  they  not  only  pro¬ 
claim  his  faults  and  failings,  hut  deny  him 
that  merit  to  which  he  has  a  right.  All  the 
iatisfadfion  which  he  enjoys  in  the  confriouf- 
uefj  of  his  fuperiority,  will  not  balance  the 
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diftrefs  arifing  from  mortified  pride.  —  In  like 
manner,  a  perfon  of  a  cold  and  felfifh  heart, 
though  he  have  his  own  happinefs  always  in 
view,  yet,  by  grafping  at  too  much,  common- 
1)  defeats  his  own  purpofe  *,  he  foon  dil'covers 
his  difpufition,  and  fets  every  hand  againfi: 
him.  As  he  has  no  atfedlion  for  any  other 
perfon,  lb  he  has  no  friend  on  whom  he  can 
rely  ;  all  his  happinefs  is  centred  in  himfelf, 
and  in  what  he  pofiefles,  which  his  avarice 
will  not  fuffer  him  to  enjoy,  and  whofe  pre- 
fervaiion  creates  a  painful  and  anxious  folici- 
tude.  Such  a  man  is  much  to  be  pitied  :  by 
ftriving  to  be  happier  than  others,  he  makes 
himielr  more  miferable  ;  he  knows  none  of 
the  joys  of  mutual  aftedlion,  and  is  deprived 
of  all  that  pleafure  which  arifes  from  the  ex- 
ercile  of  benevolence. — To  how  much  diftrefs 
alio  does  the  man  who  gives  way  to  paffiora 
expofe  himfelf.  Though  he  may  be  fometimes 
happy  in  the  fociety  of  the  few  friends  towards 
whmn  his  heart  is  warm,  yet  how  much  oft- 
ener  is  his  breaft  torn  by  the  painful  feelings 
of  envy,  anger,  malice,  and  revenge.  Thefc 
are  as  thorns  in  his  pillow,  which  difturb  his 
repofe  j  he  cm  hardly  turn  himfelf,  but  he 
meets  with  objedfs  which  excite  painful  fenfa- 
tions.  A  man  who  exercifes  kindly  afteffions 
is  in  a  great  meafure  freed  from  all  thefe  dif- 
quietudes  :  he  may  be  forry  for  the  vices  and 
follies  of  mankind  •,  but  this  caufes  rather  a 
tender  regret,  than  a  painful  feeling,  for  the 
mfirmities  of  others.  By  a  humble  and  cour- 
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icons  behavioui',  he  engages  the  love  and  af» 
fedtion  of  mankind  ;  he  fufFers  not  the  pain 
of  mortification,  but  is  rather  the  objedl  of 
univerfal  good-will.  By  a  generous  and  friend¬ 
ly  condudf,  he  makes  others  happy,  and  is 
happy  in  receiving  the  returns  of  friendlhip  ; 
and  by  a  mild  and  gentle  fpirit,  he  conftantly 
maintains  the  tranquillity  of  his  own  mind. 

But  yet  again,  by  the  exercife  of  kind  af- 
fedlions,  we  lhall  not  only  prevent  thofe  dif» 
quietudes  to  which  otherwife  we  are  expo*- 
fed,  but  difcourage  to  the  utmofi:  that  fpirk 
of  flander  and  defamation  too  frequent  a- 
mongft  thofe  who  call  thcmfelves  Chrifiians. 
If  our  brother  have  offended,  the  rule  laid 
clown  for  our  conducf  is  plain  :  —  we  are  firft 
to  tell  him  his  fault  in  private  ;  if  he  rejedt 
our  repeated  admonitions,  we  are  then  to  tell 
it  to  the  church  :  it  is  not  until  he  is  found 
obfiinate  and  irreclaimable  that  we  are  to  re¬ 
gard  him  as  a  profane  perfon.  But  the  gene¬ 
ral  condudt  of  mankind  is  almoft  the  reverfe 
of  this.  The  flighteft  furmifes  are  made  the 
ground  of  defamation  •,  the  beft  charadters 
are  often  blackened  by  calumny  ;  the  infirmi¬ 
ties  of  our  brother  are  reprefented  with  all 
their  aggravations  ;  or,  becaufe  he  has  done 
wrong  in  a  few  inilances,  he  is  perfecuted 
with  unrelenting  reproach.  There  can  be 
nothing  more  oppofite  to  this  than  that  tem¬ 
per  and  fpirit  which  the  gofpel  recommends, 
which  enjoins  charity  as  the  bond  of  perfedf- 
nefs.  If  we  be  poflefied  of  kind  alFedfions, 
we  ihal!  give  no  harbour  to  this  malignant  dif- 
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poiitlon.  We  know  how  we  are  inclined  to 
adl:  towards  thofe  whom  we  love.  If  they 
have  infirmities,  we  bear  with  them  ;  if  they 
have  faults,  we  wifli  to  hide  and  correct  themj 
if  they  be  unjufily  accufed,  we  defend  them  ; 
and  if  they  have  eminent  good  qualities,  we 
honour  and  efleem  them.  Kind  affedtions 
will  teach  us  to  aft  with  the  fame  fpirit  to¬ 
wards  all  mankind,  to  live  in  love  and  peace 
with  every  one  of  our  fellow-creatures. 

To  conclude  :  Let  me  obferve,  that  to  be 
poffelTed  of  fuch  a  difpofition  as  I  have  now 
deferibed,  is  no  eafy  attainment.  It  is  even 
beyond  human  power  to  arrive  fully  at  it  j 
the  divine  grace  becomes  neceflitry  to  pro¬ 
duce  it  in  the  foul.  We  may  of  ourfelves 
fupprefs  malevolent  afleftions,  but  we  can¬ 
not  eradicate  them  ;  we  may  feel  occafional 
emotions  of  kindnefs,  but  they  are  not  uni¬ 
form  or  lafting  ;  and  we  may  by  conftraint 
appear  afleftionate,  but  we  fhall  ftill  want 
the  principle  of  true  benevolence.  Divine 
power  is  required  to  foften  the  hardnefs  of 
the  heart,  to  fweeten  the  fournefs  of  our 
temper,  to  bring  down  our  high  thoughts,  to 
moderate  our  pafiions,  and  to  regulate  our 
defires.  It  is  no  lefs  neceflary  to  implant  iu 
their  head  thofe  difpofitions  which  are  a- 
miable,  kind,  and  good.  This  wifdom  is 
therefore  declared  to  be  “  from  abovcy  which 
“  is  pure  and  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to 
**  be  intreated,  full  of  good  fruits,  without 
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“  hypocrlfy  and  without  partiality.”  To  Hea¬ 
ven  therefore  let  us  apply  by  fervent  and  ear¬ 
ned;  prayer,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  become  kindly  afFedlioned  one 
to  another.  Amen. 


SER- 


SERMON  Vm. 


Our  Saviour’s  prayer  for  the  union  of  his 
followers  confidered. 

By  William  Macgill,  A.  M. 


John  xvli.  20.  21. 


Neither  pray  J for  thefe  alone ^  but  for  them  al- 
fo  which  fhall  believe  on  me  through  their 
word :  that  they  all  may  be  one^  as  thou.  Fa- 
ther,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee ;  that  they 
alfo  may  be  one  in  us  :  that  the  world  may 
believe  that  thou  hajt  fent  me. 

His  is  the  folemn  and  earneft  requeft. 


JL  my  brethren,  which  our  divine  Mafter, 
now  about  to  leave  the  world,  addrelTed  to 
his  Father,  not  only  in  behalf  of  the  apoftles, 
whom  he  had  chofen  to  be  the  chief  Hiinifters 
of  his  kingdom  ;  but  likewife  in  behalf  of  all 
thofe  who  Ihould  be  brought  to  the  faith 
through  their  preaching  and  teflimony  ;  of 
which  number  we  ourfelves  are.  Of  how 
much  importance  the  union  here  mentioned 
was  in  his  eyes,  and  how  near  it  lay  to  his 
heart,  may  appear,  not  only  from  the  ardour 
of  his  expreffions,  but  from  the  diftinguiflted 
place  it  holds  in  this  intercelTory  prayer  *,  and, 
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above  all,  from  the  intimation  he  gives,  that 
the  belief  of  his  divine  million,  or,  which  is 
the  fame  thing,  the  progrefs  of  his  religion 
among  men,  was  to  have  an  eflential  depend¬ 
ence  on  it.  His  firft  requeft  for  the  apoflles 
is,  “  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine  own 
“  name  thofe  whom  thou  hall  given  me,  that 
“  they  may  be  as  we  are  •,  ”  and  his  firll 
requeft  for  other  believers  is,  “  That  they  all 
may  be  oney  as  thou.  Father,  art  in  me, 
“  and  I  in  thee  ;  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in 
ps  :  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou 
“  haft  lent  me.” 

Who  is  there  then,  brethren,  among  us, 
alTembled  as  we  are  this  day  *,  with  a  profelT- 
cd  delign  to  honour  the  memory  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  to  “  Ihew  his  death  tiil  he  come  j” 
who  i-.  there  of  us,  or  who  i.-  he  that  bears 
the  Chriftian  name,  and  does  not,  from  the 
bottom  of  his  foul,  join  in  this  prayer  of  the 
Son  of  God,  with  a  firm  refolution  to  exert 
hi^  utmoft  endeavours  that  it  may  be  anfwer- 
ed  and  fulfilled,  lb  far  a-  his  influence  can  ex¬ 
tend  ?  AlTuredly  every  one  will  do  fo  who 
ha''  any  fentimenr  of  lincere  love  and  refpeft 
for  the  Lord  Jefu  remaining  in  his  breaft,  or 
any  fuitable  concern  to  promote  his  intereft  in 
the  world. 

What  I  propofe,  through  divine  afliftance, 
in  difcourling  farther  on  this  interefting  fub- 
is  only, 
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1.  To  explain  the  union  which  Jefus  Chrifl: 
here  prays  for  in  behalf  of  his  followers  ;  or, 
To  inquire  in  what  refpects  he  delires  that  they 
may  be  one  ;  and  then, 

2.  To  fltew  the  importance  and  neceffity  of 
this  union  among  the  profefTed  followers  of 
Chrift,  for  bringing  the  world  to  the  faith  of 
his  divine  miilion  and  doftrine. 

That  we  may  be  in  abetter  condition  to  join 
our  prayers  and  labours  in  this  cafe,  to  tho/e  of 
our  blefled  Lord,  I  would  endeavour,  in  the 

I.  Firft  place,  To  explain  the  union  which 
he  here  alks  of  his  Father  in  our  behalf;  or. 
To  inquire  in  what  refpefls  he  defires  that  wc 
may  be  one. 

Men  may  be  one,  no  doubt,  and  often  are  fo, 
in  a  very  different  fenfe  from  what  is  here  in¬ 
tended.  They  maybe  one  in  nature,  in  blood, 
or  affinity  ;  they  may  be  one  in  their  love  and 
attachment  to  this  prefent  world,  in  their  de¬ 
fire  of  riches,  power,  or  pleafure  ;  they  may 
be  united  in  their  political  or  party  fehemes ; 
they  may  be  affociates  in  vice.  It  is  another 
fort  of  union  which  Jefus  Chrift  defires  for 
his  difciples  ;  a  higher  and  more  holy  union  ; 
an  union  refembling  that  which  fubfifts  be¬ 
tween  himfelf  and  his  Father  ;  nay,  an  union 
which  may  conned  them,  in  the  ftriifteft  man¬ 
ner,  with  his  Father  and  him  ;  and  finally, 
an  union,  the  effe<ft  of  .  which  would  be,  to 
convert  the  world  to  the  Chriftian  religion. 
Thefe  charaflers  of  it,  which  are  plainly  fug- 
gefted  in  the  text,  will  affift  us  to  difeover 
VoL.  III.  L  what 
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what  the  nature  of  it  is.  Now  this  bleffed  u- 
nion,  I  apprehend,  doth  principally  refpe<51: 
three  things,  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
followers  of  Jefus,  and,  through  them,  to  all 
mankind  ;  namely,  an  union  in  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  Divine  Spirit  ;  an  union  in 
the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  fame  gofpel ; 
and,  laflly,  an  union  of  love  and  concord  a- 
mong  themfelves.  I  do  not  mean,  that  thefe 
are  fo  many  diflinfl  parts  or  ingredients  of  the 
union  which  the  Saviour  of  the  world  here 
prays  for  *,  for  each  one  of  them  perhaps  may 
be  fo  taken  as  to  include  all  the  reft  j  but  I 
jnention  them  as  fo  many  different  views  un¬ 
der  which  this  facred  union  may  be  confidered, 
and  which  will  enable  us  more  fully  to  under- 
ffand  it.  Let  us  refume’  them  in  order  ;  and, 
1.  Let  us  confider  this  union,  which  is  the 
fubject  of  our  Saviour’s  interceffion  in  behalf 
of  Ills  followers,  as  it  refpedts  their  partaking 
in  common  of  the  fame  Divine  Spirit.  For  if 
the  Floly  Spirit  of  God,  which  dwelt  witliout 
meafure  in  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son,  was,  through 
him,  communicated,  in  due  proportion,  to 
ihofe  alfo  who  Ihould  believe  on  his  name,  it 
is  plain,  that  thefe  believers  would  be  united 
at  once  to  him  and  his  Father,  and  likewife  to 
one  another,  by  one  and  the  fame  Spirit  pof- 
idling  and  infpiring  them. 

Our  Lord  often  argues,  and  proves  the  u- 
nion  between  himfelf  and  his  Father,  from 
thofe  mighty  works  which  he  wrought 
“  through  the  Spirit  of  God,”  or  “  which 
God  did  by  him.” — “  If  I  do  not  the  works 
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of  my  Father,”  fays  he,  believe  me.  not ; 
“  but  if  I  do,  though  ye  believe  not  me,  be- 
lieve  the  works  ;  that  ye  may  know  I  be- 
lieve  that  the  Father  is  in  me,  and  I  in 
him.”  And  again,  “  The  words  that  I 
fpeak  unto  you,  I  fpeak  not  of  myfelf ;  hut 
the  Father  that  dwelleth  in  me,  he  doth 
“  the  works.  Believe  me,  that  I  am  in  the 
Father,  and  the  Father  in  me;  or  elfe  be* 
lieve  me  for  the  very  works  fake.”  And  to 
the  fame  purpofe  in  other  pafl'iges  :  the  plain 
import  of  which  is,  that  men  might  and  ought 
to  know,  and  be  pcrluadcJ,  that  the  Father, 
or  the  Spirit  of  the  Father,  was  in  him,  by  the 
words  which  he  fpake,  and  the  works  which 
he  did  ;  both  of  them  evident  clemonllrations 
of  divine  illumination  and  authority.  The 
truth  is,  Jefus  delivered  all  his  inflruclions, 
and  performed  all  his  w’orks,.  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  w’hich  was  not  given  by  meafure  unto 
him.  Hence  it  was  manifeft  to  all  candid  and 
unprejudiced  minds,  that  the  Father’s  power, 
wifdom,  holinefs,  and  benignity,  refided  in 
him  ;  that  he  was  “  the  brightnefs  of  the 
Father’s  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his 
perfon  or  ‘‘  God  maniferi:  in  the  flefli.” 
And  hence  be  could  truly  fay,  that  “  who- 
“  ever  had  feen  him,  had  feen  the  Father 
and  that  ‘‘he  that  hated  him,  hated  his  Father 
“  alfo.” 

Accordingly  the  union  of  Chriftlans,  by 
their  partaking  all  of  the  fame  fpirit,  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  is  often  inlift- 
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eel  on  throughout  the  New  Teftament.  “  Ye 
are  builded  together,”  fays  the  Apohle 
Paul,  “  For  an  habitation  of  God  through 
“  the  Sph'it.” —  “  There  is  one  body  and  one 
fpirit,.”  adds  he,  “  even  as  ye  are  called  in 
one  hope  of  your  calling.” — “  Endeavour  to 
•**  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
“  peace.” — “  For  by  one  Spirit  we  are  all 
“  baptized  into  one  body,  v/hether  we  be  Jews 
or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free ; 
and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one 
**  Spirit or  rather  at  one  Spirit,  as  a  well, 
or  copious  fountain. 

Now  this  communication  of  the  Divine  Spi¬ 
rit  to  the  naembers  of  Chrift’s  body,  includes, 
as  I  conceive  it,  both  thofe  miraculous  gifts 
and  powers  that  were  peculiar  to  the  firil 
Chrlflians,  and  likewife  thofe  moral  endow¬ 
ments,  thofe  faving  influences  from  above, 
which  have  been  in  fome  meafure  imparted  to 
good  men  in  all  ages,  efpecially  under  the 
gofpel,  and  which  are  common  to  the  firfl: 
Chriftians,  and  to  us  at  this  day.  Of  the  for¬ 
mer  I  lhall  fay  nothing  at  prefent ;  becaufe, 
however  proper  or  neceflary  they  might  be,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  gofpel,  for  vindicating 
the  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  convincing  the  world 
of  his  divine  million,  they  were  not  intended 
for  all  ages  of  the  church  ;  and  I  would  fpeak 
of  this  prayer  of  our  Lord  only  as  it  concerns 
Chriftians  of  every  age.  In  fadf,  my  bre¬ 
thren,  the  fupernatural  powers  and  gifts  that 
were  imparted  to  the  early  Chriftian  converts, 
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did  not,  of  themfelves  alone,  form  a  real  ot 
perfedl  union,  either  between  thofe  who  re^ 
ceived  them,  or  between  them  and  Chrift, 
For  he  exprefsly  fpeaks  of  fome  Avho  might 
prophefy,  and  call  out  devils,  and  do  many 
wonderful  works  in  his  name,  to  whom  ne* 
verthelefs  he  will  profels  that  he  never  knew 
them.  Nor  would  thefe  extraordinary  gifts 
have  been  fufficient  to  eflablifh  the  faith  of 
the  gofpel  among  unbelievers,  if  they  had  not 
been  attended,  in  the  new  converts,  with 
thofe  moral  efFefls  of  the  Divine  .Spirit,  which 
ought  alfo  to  be  in  us,  and  which  were  vifible 
in  their  good  tempers  and  lives. 

Our  Lord  affures  us,  from  the  afieiSlino'  ex- 
ample  of  an  earthly  parent,  Imvv  well  diipofeii 
our  heavenly  Father  is  to  “  give  the  Holy 
“  Spirit  to  them  that  alk  him  ”  St  Paul  prays- 
for  the  Ephelian  converts,  probably  after  they 
had  received  miraculous  gifts,  “  that  the  God 
“  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Father  of 
‘‘  glory,  would  give  unto  them  the  fpirit  of 
“  wifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of 
‘‘  him,  the  eves  of  their  underftanding  belntr 
“  enlightened  j  ”  —  and  “  that  he  would 
“  grant  them,  according  to-the  riches  cf  his 
“  glory,  to  be  ftrengthened  with  might  by 
“  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man  ”  He  exhorts 
them  to  “  walk  as  children,  of  light  ;  for  the 
“  fruit  of  the  Spirit,”  fays  he,  “  is  in  all 
goodnefs,  and  righteoiifners,  and  truth.’'' 
—  “  if  a  man  love  me,”  fays  Chrill,  “  he  will 
keep  my  words,  and  my  Father  will  love 
L  3  “  him  ^ 
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him  j  and  Ave  wiH  come  unto  him,  and 
make  our  abode  with  him.”  —  Ye  are 
**  not  in  the  flefli,  but  in  the  Spirit,”  fays  the 
apoftle  to  the  Romans,  “if  fo  be  that  the 
“  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  you.  Now  if  any 
“  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is 
none  of  his.”  And  in  innumerable  other 
palTages,  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  of  Chrift,  is 
fpoken  of  as  the  common  and  indifpenfable 
endowment  of  every  good  Chriftian.  It  is  by 
this  Divine  Spirit  reliding  in  us,  and  in  con¬ 
currence  with  the  right  exercife  of  our  rational 
faculties,  and  a  faithful  ufe  of  the  word  of 
God,  enlightening  our  underftandings,  fan^li- 
fying  our  hearts,  fupporting  our  weaknefs 
under  affli^lions  and  temptations,  and  caufing 
us  to  abound  in  all  the  virtues  of  a  Chriftian 
life  *,  it  is  by  this  Spirit  alone  that  we  can  be 
vitally  united  to  God  or  Chrifl:,  and  have  fel¬ 
low  Ihip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son.  In  pro¬ 
portion  as  we  lofe  this  Spirit,  we  languifii,  and 
die  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  ceafe  to  have  any 
real  or  folid  principle  of  union  either  with 
him  or  one  another.  But  were  we  all  polTelT- 
ed  of  a  fuitable  portion  of  this  celeftial  Spirit, 
(which  we  may  and  ought  to  be),  not  a  worldly, 
corrupt,  blind,  uncharitable  fpirit,  but  a  fpirit 
of  light,  of  wifdom,  of  holinefs,  and  joy  ; 
a  fpirit  of  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  found 
mind  :  then  our  whole  condu£f  would  be 
worthy  of  God^  and  agreeable  to  him  ;  we 
would  be  all  as  one  body,  animated  by  one 
foul  i  God  would  have  conftant  intercourfe 
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and  fociety  with  us  \  and  it  would  be  the  main 
ftudy  of  us  all,  to  fulfil  each  others  joy  in 
the  Lord.  And  this  is  the  firft  view  which  I 
mentioned  of  the  union  our  divine  Saviour 
prays  for  to  us.  Let  us  proceed  to  what  was 
obferved  in  the 

2.  Second  place,  as  the  fubje£t  of  this  ear- 
neft  interceffion  of  his  in  behalf  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers  i  I  mean,  that  they  might  be  one  in 
the  faith  and  obedience  of  his  dodfrine.  For 
fuch  muft  we  be,  my  brethren,  if  our  u- 
nion  is  to  bear  a  refemblance  to  that  of  Chrifi: 
and  his  Father,  and  if  we  would  be  one  in 
them. 

As  the  Father  dwelt  in  Jefus  Chrift,  by  the 
fulijefs  of  his  Spirit,  fo  Jefus  was  in  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  by  his  exadt  and  pundtual  obfervance  of 
the  Father’s  inftrudlions,  and  by  his  doing  al¬ 
ways  thofe  things  that  were  acceptable  in  his 
fight ;  fo  that  in  eftablilhing  the  law  or  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  accompliihing  the 
grand  fcheme  of  man’s  redemption  thereby j, 
he  and  his  Father  were,  and  ever  will  be,  one. 
Hence  we  find  fuch  declarations  as  thefe,  fo 
often,  and  fo  folemnly  repeated  by  our  Lord 
in  the  courfe  of  his  minifiry  ;  “  My  dodtrine 
“  is  not  mine,  but  his  that  fent  me.” — “  I, 
“  have  not  fpoken  of  myfelf,  but  the  Father 
“  which  fent  me.  He  gave  me  command- 
“  ment,  what  I  fhould  fay,  and  what  I  ihould 
“  fpeak.” — “Ido  nothing  of  myfelf;  but 
“  as  the  Father  hath  taught  me,  1  fpeak  thefe 
“  things.  And  he  that  fent  me,  is  with  me  : 

“  the 


I2S  Our  Saviour’s  prayer  for  the  Ser.8. 

the  Father  hath  not  left  me  alone  ;  for  I  do 
always  thofe  things  that  pleafe  him.” 

Jefus  therefore,  fo  faithful  himfelf  in  teach¬ 
ing  the  truth  which  he  had  received  from  his 
Father,  and  in  giving  teftimony  to  it  by  his 
whole  life  and  ailions,  and  even  by  his  blood, 
was  juftly  folicitous  that  his  followers  fhould 
be  united  in  the  profellion  and  pra<Stice  of  it 
adhering  to  it  with  unfliaken  conftancy,  what¬ 
ever  troubles  it  might  expofe  them  to  in  the 
W'orld,  and  preferving  this  precious  treafure, 
brought  them  from  above,  pure  and  uncor¬ 
rupted  by  any  foreign  mixtures.  Without 
this,  they  would  be  as  little  one  as  the  reft  of 
the  world,  of  whom  the  Jews  and  Gentiles 
were  at  irreconcileable  variance  ;  and  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  moreover  divided  among  themfclves  by 
innumerable  and  endlefs  fuperftitions.  Where¬ 
as  it  was  his  defign  to  bring  men  together  up¬ 
on  the  affair  of  religion  •,  and  to  give  them, 
at  the  fame  time,  one  fpirit  to  animate  them,, 
and  one  faith  to  enlighten  and  diredl  them  : 
and  by  uniting  in  the  obedience  of  this  faith, 
as  taught  by  him,  they  would  be  one  in  the 
Father  and  him. 

It  was  indeed  highly  defireable,  that  his  fol¬ 
lowers  fltould  all  concur  in  the  fame  views 
and  fentiments  concerning  his  doiftrine ;  and 
that,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  they  Ihould  be 
perfectly  joined  together  in  the  fame  mind, 
“  and  in  the  fame  judgement,”  upon  that 
head.  And  iince  the  infpired  apoftle  fo  oft¬ 
en  makes  this  unity  of  fentiment  in  religion 

tlxs 


union  of  his  followers  confideixd.  12$ 

the  fubjedl  of  his  precepts  and  exhortations,  it 
cannot  be  thought  a  thing  impraflicable  in  itfelf, 
however  much  It  may  be  fo  by  the  methods 
that  have  been  ufually  taken  to  promote  it. 
If  it  were  in  itfelf  impoflible  to  be  attained, 
how  could  fo  many  apoftles  and  prophets  have 
agreed  in  delivering  to  us  the  fame  doflrine  ? 
how  could  it  be  the  duty  of  Chriftians,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  be  agreed  In  the  belief  of  it  ?  and, 
let  me  add,  how  could  it  be  their  duty  to 
feek  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
fus  ?  For  whereas  there  are  a  thoufand  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  of  error,  the  truth,  as  all  muft 
allow,  lies  in  one  point  ;  and  therefore,  as 
far  as  men  are  in  polTeflion  of  the  truth,  fo 
far  they  are,  and  necelTarily  muft  be,  of  one 
mind.  Two  perfons  may  agree,  and  be  both 
wrong  ;  they  may  likewife  differ,  and  be  both 
wrong  ;  but  they  cannot  differ  upon  the  fame 
thing,  and  be  both  right.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  though  Chriftians  7nay  be  agreed  in  er¬ 
ror  ;  yet  in  the  truth  there  miiji  be  an  agree¬ 
ment  among  them  :  the  one  is  always  in  exa(5l 
proportion  to  the  other  ;  and  they  are  not 
more  obliged  to  underftand  their  religion,  or 
any  part  of  it  truly,  than  they  are  to  be  of  the 
fame  judgement  upon  it.  And  if  Chriftians 
were  always  to  keep  in  mind  one  great  prin¬ 
ciple,  which  they  all  profefs,  and  to  follow  it 
with  honefty,  humility,  and  candour,  in  all 
its  juft  and  obvious  confequences  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  if,  filled  with  the  love  of  truth  and  vir« 
tue  for  its  own  fake,  without  regard  to  any 
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worldly  conhderations,  or  felfifli  interefls, 
they  would  refolve  limply  to  learn  from  Jefus 
Chrift,  their  common  Lord  and  Mailer  j  and, 
letting  alide  all  other  authority  in  matters  of 
religion,  to  make  his  words,  and  thofe  of  his 
infpired  apoftles,  the  foie  rule  of  their 
thoughts  and  aflions  j  freely  communicating 
their  fentiments  to  each  other,  as  occahon  of¬ 
fered,  for  their  mutual  edification  ;  but  ne¬ 
ver  pretending  to  dictate  or  impofe  them  ;  per¬ 
haps  it  might  be  more  difficult  for  them  to 
differ,  in  any  material  point  of  Chriflianity, 
than  to  agree.  Some  of  them  might  have 
higher  meafures  of  knowledge  in  the  Chrifliaa 
doctrine  than  others  ;  but  it  is  probable  there 
would  be  no  confiderable  diverlity  or  oppoli- 
tion  amongfe  them,  even  as  to  fentiment  or  opi¬ 
nion.  Nor  do  thefe  prerequilites  to  union  of 
judgement  which  I  have  now  mentioned,  con¬ 
tain  any  thing  in  them  that  is  very  great  or 
extraordinary,  or  beyond  the  reach  of  huma¬ 
nity.  They  are  but  the  common  duties  of  our 
religion,  my  brethren  ;  nothing  more  than 
what  all  Chriflians  are  bound  to  every  day  of 
their  lives,  and  what  they  all  acknowledge  the 
obligation  of. 

However  it  be,  this  was  certainly  agreeable 
to  the  mind  and  will  of  Chrill,  and  this  no 
doubt  he  prayed  for,  as  far  as  the  darki^efs 
and  infirmity  of  our  prefent  ftate  might  admit 
of  it.  For  upon  this  depends,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  the  internal  ftrength  and  perfection  of 
the  Chrillian  church,  as  well  as  her  incrcafe 
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or  enlargement  without :  according  to  what 
the  great  apoftle  of  the  {Gentiles  teaches  us, 
when  he  fays,  that  Chrift,  after  his  afcenfion 
up  on  high,  diftributed  various  gifts  to  men, 
making  fome  apoftles,  feme  prophets,  fome 
evangelifts,  and  fome  paftors  and  teachers. 
For  what  end  ?  “  For  the  perfecting  of  the 
“  faints,  for  the  w'ork  of  the  miniftry,  for 
“  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift,  till  we 
“  all  come,  in  the  unity  of  the  faithy  and  of 

the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a 
“  perfe<5l  man,  unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftature 
“  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift.”  This  is  what  we 
fhould  all  feek  after. 

Neverthelefs  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected,  in 
this  ftate,  that  all  Chriftians  fhould  agree  ex¬ 
actly  in  every  point  and  principle  of  religious 
belief  ;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  it  is  not  to 
be  expected,  that  they  fliotild  all  attain  to  the 
precife  truth  in  every  thing,  and  be  abfolute- 
ly  free  from  error.  Wc  are  frail,  and  fhort- 
fighted,  and  liable  to  miftake,  the  beft  of  us, 
though  we  had  no  prejudices,  paffions,  or  in- 
terefts,  to  miftead  us.  Nor  are  all  mens 
minds  formed  alike,  any  more  than  their  bo¬ 
dies.  Difference  of  natural  capacity,  or  gifts, 
difference  of  education  and  habit,  difference 
of  opportunities  for  acquiring  knowledge,  dif¬ 
ference  of  ftudy  or  application,  all  thele,  and 
many  other  circumftances,  tvill  n.tturally  oc- 
cafion  a  diverfity  of  fentiments,  (fome  more, 
and  others  lefs  juft),  even  where  men  follow 
all  the  ftime  rule,  and  are  all  equally  flncerc. 

But 
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But  then  the  experience  of  all  ages  hath 
fliown,  that,  upon  the  fuppofition  mentioned, 
this  diverfity  is  apt  to  take  place  chiefly,  if 
not  wholly,  in  fuch  matters  as  are  lefs  clear, 
lefs  eafy  to  be  afeertained  with  precifion,  and 
therefore  comparatively  of  lefs  importance. 
Nor  Is  it  inconfiftent  with  the  unity  of  the  e- 
vangelical  faith,  while  men  remain  all  on  the 
fame  and  only  foundation,  which  is  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  all  hold  him  as  their  head  ;  uni¬ 
ted  in  a  due  refpedl:  to  his  divine  authority, 
fo  fully  manifefted,  and  proved,  by  his  life, 
preaching,  and  miracles,  his  death,  and  re- 
furreftlon  from  the  dead  j  while  they  are  all 
perfuaded  of  his  exaltation  to  power  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  and  that  he  will  come  a- 
gain  to  judge  the  woi'ld,  and  render  to  every 
man  according  to  his  works ;  I  add,  while 
they  are  all  perfuaded  of  the  mercy  of  God 
through  him,  and  that  he  wdll  give  eternal 
life  to  all  them,  and  them  only,  that  obey 
him.  This  faith  is  fufHcient  to  confiitute  men 
Chriflians,  and  to  intitle  them  to  all  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  Chriflians  j  as  may  evidently  appear 
from  all  the  converfions  which  the  feripture 
relates  to  have  been  made  by  the  apoftles  of 
our  Lord,  while  they  fpread  the  gofpel  through 
the  world.  And  in  this  faith  mofl  part,  if 
not  all  Chriflians,  at  leafl  in  the  Reformed 
churches,  do  at  this  day  profefs  unanimonfly  to 
agree.  The  grand  error,  and  the  fource  of 
endlefs  diviflons,  is,  when  Chriflians  profeiT- 
ing  this  faith  in  common,  do  not  a(fl:  conform- 
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ably  to  it,  or  will  not  fufFer  one  another  to  do 
lb  in  peace  ;  and  when  quarrelling  about  lefT- 
er  differences  of  opinion,  often  very  trifling, 
often  lying  rather  in  words  than  things,  they 
forget  to  concur  with  God,  with  Jefus  Chi'ift, 
and  with  one  another,  in  promoting,  to  the 
utmoff:  of  their  power,  that  holinefs,  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  folid  piety,  which  the  gofpel 
every  where  inculcates  in  the  cleareft  manner, 
and  under  the  moftfolemn  fanilions. — Vfhich 
brings  me  to  the 

3.  Third  and  laft  view  which  I  mentioned, 
of  the  union  fo  devoutly  prayed  for  by  Jefus 
Chrift  in  behalf  of  all  that  Ihould  at  any  time 
become  his  followers  ;  namely,  an  union  of 
concord  and  mutual  love  :  that  as  the  Father 
is  in  him,  and  he  in  the  Father  ;  and  as  he 
and  his  Father,  are  one,  by  the  ftrifteff:  and 
moft  perfect  love,  and  by  their  joint  endea¬ 
vours  (if  v/e  may  fay  fo)  to  carry  on  and  com¬ 
plete  the  grand  v/ork  of  man’s  eternal  falva- 
tion  ;  fo  we  Chriffians  alfo  might  be  one  in 
them,  by  a  charity  founded  on  the  pure  and 
fublime  principles  of  the  gofpel.  This  is  pro¬ 
perly  the  refult  and  fimit  of  all  that  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  difeourfed  of.  For  what  was  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  Almighty  Father  in  communicating 
his  Spirit  to  the  Son,  and  through  him  to  the 
difciples  of  the  Son  ?  what  was  his  intentio'ii 
in  calling  them  to  one  faith,  the  profefffon 
and  pra£lice  of  one  divine  religion,  putting 
them  under  the  condufi:  of  one  heavenly  Ma¬ 
iler,  and  giving  them  one  common  hope  of 
VoL.  III.  M  an 
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an  incorruptible  inheritance  ?  what  did  he 
intend  by  thefe  things,  but  that,  ftrife  and  dif- 
cord  ceahng  from  amongft  them,  and  the  o- 
dious  diftinflions'^which  had  formerly  kept 
ithem  at  variance  being  aboliflied,  “  there 
might  be  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  Barba- 
**  rian,  Scythian,  bond,  or  free,  but  all  might 
be  one  in  Chrift  Jefus  ?  ”  And  what  did  it 
profit  them  to  have  even  the  miraculous  gifts 
of  the  Spirit,  if  they  had  not  charity  ?  or 
what  availed  it  to  be  the  followers  of  one  holy 
doctrine,  if  this  doctrine,  inflead  of  uniting 

them,  was  to  be  the  fource  of  greater  diffen- 
iion  and  animoflty  between  them  than  they 
had  ever  known  before  ?  We  cannot  doubt, 

then,  but  it  was  the  aim  of  our  Saviour’s  in- 
-lerceflion  in  part  at  leaft,  if  not  principally,  that 
his  followers  might  be  one  in  mutual  love  to¬ 
wards  each  other.  For  without  this,  what- 
.ever  other  things  they  might  agree  in,  their 
union  could  by  no  means  be  complete,  fe- 
•cure,  or  lafting  ;  their  union,  I  mean,  either 
with  him  and  his  Father,  or  among  thcm- 
felves. 

Accordingly  the  Apoffle  Paul  teacheth  us, 
that  the  “  end  of  the  commandment  (the 
fcope  and  tendency,  the  fura  and  perfec- 
tion,  of  the  Chrifcian  inftitution)  is  chari- 
ty,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  con- 
fcience,  and  of  faith  unfeigned.”  Where 
thefe  are,  charity  can  never  be  wanting  ;  and 
where  charity  is  not,  there  can  neither  be 
^adifTembled  faith,  or  a  good  confcience,  or 
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a  pure  heart.  “  If  we  love  one  another,’^ 
fays  the  Apohk  John,  God  dwelleth  in  us, 
and  his  love  is  perfected  in  us.”  In  fl:iort, 
this  is  the  chara«fl:er  by  which  Jefus  would 
have  men  to  be  known  in  the  world  for  his 
difciples.  The  difciples  of  the  Pharifees 
W'ere  known  by  their  drefs,  their  extraordi¬ 
nary  devotions,  their  ruperclHoufners ;  the 
difciples  of  John  the  Baptift  were  known  by 
their  falling,  and  the  fingular  aufterity  of 
their  manners  ;  the  difciples  of  the  Heathen 
philofophcrs  were  known  by  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  oppofite  fyflems  and  fpecula- 
tive  opinions  of  their  refpcflive  mailers.  Je¬ 
fus  Chrifl  fixes  upon  nothing  of  tirat  kind 
for  the  diftindlive  badge  of  his  followers. 
He  affigns  fomething  for  it  that  is  more  ufe- 
ful  and  falutary,  more  agreeable  to  truth  and 
reafon,  and  more  conducive  to  the  real  per¬ 
fection  and  happinefs  of  human  nature  :  “  By 
this,”  fays  he,  “  lhall  all  men  know  that 
“  ye  are  my  difciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to 
“  another.” 

Our  Lord,  I  fay,  prayed  for  this  mofl;  ex¬ 
cellent  grace  to  his  followers  above  all  o- 
thers,  in  praying  for  their  union  ;  becaufe 
this  grace  alone  could  make  them  truly  and 
completely  o}2e.  This  would  prevent  or  re¬ 
move  every  poffible  caufe  of  difcord  or  dif- 
fenfion  that  might  arife  among  them  ;  it 
would  keep  them  conjoined  in  holy  com¬ 
munion  and  peace,  notwithftanding  unavoid¬ 
able  differences  of  fentiment  in  fome  things, 
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and  render  them  one  coinpa^l  and  firm  body, 
in  which  you  can  perceive  no  rent  or  fchifin, 
but  clofely  knit  together  in  all  its  parts,  and 
edifying  itfelf  in  love. 

But  w'e  have  now  feen,  according  to  the 
befl  account  that  I  am  able  to  give  of  it,  from 
the  feriptures  of  truth,  what  it  is  that  Jefus 
Chrifl  here  alks  in  behalf  of  thofe  who  fhould 
believe  on  his  name,  when  he  prays,  “  That 

they  ail  may  be  one,  as  thou.  Father,  art 
“  in  me,  and  I  in  thee ;  that  they  alfo  may 
“  be  one  in  us.”  Flow  far  this  prayer  has 
been  hitherto  anfwered  in  fa6l,  it  may  not 
become  us  to  fiiy,  though  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  appearances  in  the  world  at  this  day,  and 
for  many  ages  paft,  are  very  much  againfi:  it. 
But  one  thing  we  may  fay,  that  if  it  had  been 
anfwered  in  a  much  lefs  degree  than  it  has 
been,  this  would  be  no  juft  argument,  either 
againft  the  propriety  of  the  prayer  in  itfelf, 
or  againft  the  efficacy  of  our  Lord’s  intercefi* 
lion  with  his  Father.  For  it  is  with  the  an- 
fwer  of  this  prayer  in  us,  my  brethren,  as 
with  all  the  other  bleffings  which  the  gofpel 
propofeth  to  us  :  God  has  not  made  our  at-- 
tainment  of  them  to  depend  only  upon  him- 
felf,  or  the  mediation  of  his  Son  ;  were  that 
the  cafe,  v/e  would  have  nothing  to  fear, 
and  needed  not  give  ourfelves  any  trouble  a- 
bout  them  :  but  he  has  made  it  to  depend 
alfo,  and  elTentially,  upon  us  ;  infomuch  that 
without  the  concurrertce  of  our  defires,  our 
prayers,  and  eflorts  for  obtaining  them,  and 

making 
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making  them  ours,  we  can  reap  no  benefit 
from  them ;  and  they  are  as  vain  with  regard 
to  us  as  if  they  had  never  exifted,  except  only 
that  they  will  increafe  the  feverity  of  our  con^ 
demnation. 
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The  Subjed  continued. 


John  xvli.  20.  21. 

Neither  pray  I for  thefe  alone,  but  for  them  al- 
fo  ’which  fiall  believe  on  me  through  their 
'word:  that  they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou.  Fa¬ 
ther,  art  in  mcy  and  I  in  thee  ;  that  they 
alfo  may  be  one  in  its  :  that  the  ’world  may 
believe  that  thou  haji  fent  me. 

ought  powerfully  to  excite  our 
\  V  endeavours  in  the  prefent  cafe,  is  the 
confideratlon  of  the  importance  and  neceflity 
of  this  union  which  our  Saviour  prays  for  a- 
mong  his  profeffed  followers,  in  order  to  en¬ 
gage  the  x’.nbclieving  world  to  receive  the  faith, 
of  his  divine  miffion,  or  to  embrace  his  reli¬ 
gion  : —  “That  the  world  may  believe  that 
thou  haft  fent  rrie.”  This  was, 

II.  The  fccond  point  that  I  propofed  to 
confider.  I  fliall  fatisfy  myfelf  with  a  brief 
and  general  illuftration  of  this  :  “  That  the 
“  world  may  believe  that  thou  haft  fent  me.’^ 
Jt  is  our  Lord  that  fays  fo,  my  brethren  ; 
and  what  Chriftian,  what  lover  of  Jefus,  but 
muft  be  aftedled  with  this  motive  ?  BlefT- 
cd  Jefus  !  and  is  it  fo  indeed  ?  is  there  dan¬ 
ger 
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ger  that  the  world  will  not  believe  that  God 
hath  fent  thee  ?  that  after  all  the  glorious  at- 
teftations  that  have  been  given  to  thy  inno¬ 
cence  and  dignity,  both  from  heaven  and  on 
earth,  they  will  ftill  hold  thee  for  a  falfe  and 
wicked  impoftor  ?  that  they  will  approve  of 
the  council  which  condemned  thee  as  a  blaf- 
phemer,  and  blefs  the  wicked  hands  that  nail¬ 
ed  thee  to  the  crofs  ?  that  they  will  crucify 
thee  afrelh,  and  put  thee  to  open  flrame  ?  A- 
bove  all,  canft  thou  be  liable  to  fuch  treat¬ 
ment  on  account  of  any  thing  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  conduct  of  thy  profelTed  difciples  ? 
What  lhall  I  do,  O  my  Lord,  to  vindicate 
thy  honour  ?  to  refctie  thy  worthy  name,  in 
which  I  muft  for  ever  glory,  from  the  unjuft 
reproaches  of  infidels  ?  How  fiiall  I  take  away 
from  them  every  pretext  to  juftify  their  unbe¬ 
lief,  and  caufe  thee  to  be  thought  of,  where- 
ever  thy  name  is  heard,  with  that  relpedl  and 
veneration  which  is  due  to  thee  as  the  faithfvd 
“  Meflenger  of  the  Moil;  High,  and  the  Anoint¬ 
ed  Lord  and  King  of  his  people  You  know 
the  anfwer,  my  brethren,  that  Jeius  Chrift 
would  give  to  fuch  pious  inquirers.  The  text 
has  already  informed  you  of  it.  Would  it  net 
be  to  this  purpofe  ?  “  Be  careful,  my  dear 
“  friends,  to  live  as  becomes  my  difciples  ; 

and  let  the  diftinguiihing  mark  or  charac- 
“  teriftic  of  my  difciples  prevail,  and  be  con- 
fpicuous  in  you;  —  ftudy  to  be  oney  —  as 
‘‘  the  Father  is  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  — to  be 
one  in  us;  —  endeavour, —  firive,— -exhort ; 

“if 
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if  there  be  any  confolation  in  me,  if  any 

comfort  of  love,  if  any  fellowfliip  of  the 
“  Spirit,  if  any  bowels  and  mercies,  —  ex- 
“  hort  and  provoke  one  another  to  heavenly 
“  union  and  love  :  fo  fhall  you  perfuade  the 

world  that  I  am  the  faithful  and  true  wit- 
“  nefs,  and  that  my  religion  is  of  God.” 

But  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light,  it 
muft  be  owned,  Chriftians,  that  the  divinity 
of  our  religion  does  not  properly  depend  upon 
the  behaviour  of  its  profeffors.  Without  re¬ 
gard  to  that,  it  has  proofs  to  fupport  it  which 
are  abundantly  fufficient  to  convince  and  fa- 
tisfy  the  minds  of  all  impartial  perfons  who- 
know  and  conhder  them.  But  then,  let  the 
proofs  of  it  be  what  they  will,  it  is  impoffible 
they  can  produce  any  effect,  where  they  arc  not 
attended  to  and  examined  without  prejudice. 
Nor  can  it  be  reafonably  expecfed,  that  unbe¬ 
lievers  will  be  very  folicitous  to  know  the  e- 
vidences  of  a  religion  which  they  are  yet  ftran- 
gers  to,  and  which  they  perceive  to  have  few 
or  no  good  effecls  upon  thofe  who  have  alrea¬ 
dy  received  it,  and  profefs  to  be  governed  by 
it.  No.  On  the  contrary,  this  will  naturally 
fill  their  minds  with  the  ftrongefl  prejudices, 
and  will,  in  their  apprehenfion,  weaken,  or 
totally  deftroy,  the  force  of  all  the  arguments 
that  can  be  produced  in  favour  of  it.  In  this 
way  it  is  that  the  manners  of  profefied  Chri¬ 
ftians  come  to  be  of  fo  much  confequence  to 
others,  and  to  have  fuch  a  mighty  influence, 
cither  in  promoting  or  obftrudling  the  progrefs 

of 
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of  their  religion  among  men.  Our  Lord 
feems  to  intimate,  that  there  is  fomething 
eflential  in  this  matter.  He  had  already  preach¬ 
ed  an  excellent  and  heavenly  doftrine,  lived 
a  fpotlefs  and  exemplary  life,  and  wrought 
many  great  miracles  which  could  not  be  dil- 
puted  by  thofe  who  had  the  beft  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  examine  them  :  he  was,  in  a  little  time, 
to  feal  the  timth  with  his  blood  ;  to  rife  again 
from  the  dead,  according  to  his  promife  j  to 
lliew  himfelf  alive,  after  his  paffion,  to  his  a- 
poftles  and  followers,  who  were,  of  all  o- 
thers,  the  fitteft  to  judge  of  the  reality  of 
that  fa£l: ;  to  afeend  unto  heaven  in  their  pre¬ 
fence  *,  and  to  pour  down  upon  them  a  rich 
variety  of  the  moft  extraordinary  gifts  and 
powers,  enabling  them  to  fpeak  with  nevr 
tongues,  and  to  do  miraculous  works ;  all 
which  he  did  faithfully  perform  :  and  yet,  as 
if  all  thefe  things  would  of  themfelves  be  in- 
fufficient  to  convince  the  world  of  his  divine 
million,  he  prays  here  for  thofe  who  llaould 
believe  in  him,  That  they  may  be  one,  as 
“  thou.  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee  ; 
‘‘  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us  :  that  the 
world  may  believe  that  thou  haft  fent  me,” 
In  fa£l:,  my  brethren,  the  general  condufi 
and  deportment  of  thofe  who  make  profeftion 
of  the  Chriftian  religion,  is  naturally  the  firft 
point  relating  to  it  that  will  come  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  by  ftrangers  and  infidels  whom  it  is 
propofed  to.  This  is  an  obvious  thing,  and 
ftrikes  at  firft  fight,  and  nruft  always  give;, 

from 
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from  the  very  nature  of  man,  the  moft  obftl- 
natc  prepofTeffions,  either  for  or  againft  any 
dodlrine.  All  men  are  endowed  with  a  fenfe 
of  right  and  wrong  ;  and  it  is  from  the  known 
behaviour  of  Chriftians  that  the  Heathens 
will  form  their  judgement  both  of  them  and 
of  their  religion.  Many  men  alfo,  even  in  the 
midft  of  Pagan  fu perdition,  have  fo  much 
knowledge  of  the  divinity,  as  to  think,  that, 
if  he  is  at  all  to  reveal  his  will  to  men,  it  muft 
be  with  a  view  to  make  them  juft  and  faithful, 
not  falfe  and  cruel  ;  and  to  unite  and  cementj 
not  to  fet  them  at  variance. 

Now  let  us  fuppofe  there  is  fuch  an  one,  as 
yet  a  Heathen,  and  enemy  to  our  religion,  but 
whom  you  would  perfuade  to  receive  it  as 
true,  and  of  (lod.  He  opens  his  eyes  upon 
the  Chriftian  world,  and,  inftead  of  one  grand 
and  holy  fociety,  worthy  of  the  great  God 
to  form,  and  ftt  for  him  to  dwell  with,  be¬ 
holds  an  infinite  multitude  of  little  factions  and 
parties,  feparate  from  and  oppofite  to  each  o- 
ther,  all  claiming  to  be  the  only  true  Chri¬ 
ftians,  and  all  denying  that  charaffcr  to  every 
other  but  thcmfelves  ;  unwilling  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  each  other  for  the  followers  of  the  fame 
mafter  *,  unable  to  bear  with  one  another  in 
the  worfiiip  of  God,  the  common  Father  of 
all ;  full  of  rancour  and  animofity  in  their 
hearts,  and  reftrained  only  by  want  of  power 
from  perfecuting  each  other,  even  to  deftruc- 
lion.  — What  i-efieftions  do  you  imagine  would 
jaaturally  arife  in  his  breaft  concerning  the  re- 
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Ilgion  we  profefs,  and  the  mailer  whom  we 
ferve  ?  Ah  !  my  brethren,  it  mull  wound  e- 
very  Chriftian  heart  only  to  think  of  them. 
He  would  alk  you  with  difdain,  Which  of 
thefe  hollile  parties  he  is  to  inlill  himfelf  with  ? 
for  one  or  other  of  them,  he  will  think,  he 
mull  join,  if  he  is  to  be  a  Chrlllian.  But  ia 
his  prefent  difpolition,  as  a  Heathen,  he  wifh- 
es  no  ill  to  any  of  his  fellow-creatures  who 
do  not  invade  his  rights  ;  and  why  lliould  he 
involve  himfelf  in  unnecelTary  broils  and  quar¬ 
rels  ?  If  it  be  alledged,  that  thefe  wars  arc 
waged  and  carried  on  in  the  caufe  of  Heaven, 
he  will  wonder,  in  the  firll  place,  how  Hea¬ 
ven  Ihould  come  to  have  fo  many  oppolite 
and  contradicftory  caufes  to  maintain  at  once  ; 
and  then  how  it  lliould  come  to  Hand  in  need 
of  the  feeble  efforts  of  human  wrath  and  vio¬ 
lence  to  aliert  its  interefls.  He  would  alk 
you.  Whether  Jefus  Chrill  intended  to  ella- 
blilli  one  religion  for  his  difciplcs,  or  a  num¬ 
ber  of  difxerent  ones  ?  If  the  latter  was  his 
defign,  he  will  fay,  he  feems  to  have  fucceed- 
ed  *,  but  then,  what  is  it  you  call  the  Chrillian 
religion  ?  If  the  former,  how  comes  it  to 
pafs  that  his  followers  are  in  fafl  of  fo  many 
different  religions  ?  Did  he  himfelf  under- 
iland  what  he  intended  to  appoint  ?  and  did 
he  know  how  to  exprefs  it  ?  It  would  feem 
nor,  will  the  Heathen  fay,  fmee  his  difciples 
cannot  agree  in  faying  what  his  religion  is. 
You  call  the  church  of  Chrifl  his  kingdom  ; 
and  you  fay,  that  he  who  is  the  king  of  It 
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has  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  But 
while  I,  fays  the  infidel,  behold  this  kingdom 
fo  much  divided  againft  itfelf,  I  muft  con¬ 
clude,  that  it  is,  fome  how  or  other,  very  ill 
adminiftered  ;  and  that  the  head  of  it  wants 
either  the  power  or  the  will  to  reduce  it  to  or¬ 
der  and  peace.  Did  he  intend  to  fow  the 
feeds  of  eternal  ftrife  and  difcord  among  men  ? 
and  to  fet  up  a  kingdom,  wherein  his  fubjecfls 
{hould  always  purfue  oppofite  interefts  in  his 
name,  and  be  perpetually  hating  and  devour¬ 
ing  one  another  for  his  fake  *  ? 

I  forbear,  my  brethren,  to  exprefs  all  the 
reproaches  and  blafphemies  which  the  Heathen 
will  be  apt  to  pour  out  upon  our  holy  religion, 
and  its  founder,  while  they  fee  the  Chriflian 
.world  fplit  into  fuch  a  multitude  of  oppofite 
and  contending  parties,  all  intent  upon  each 
others  ruin ;  and  that,  in  thofe  places  f  where 
there  feems  to  be  the  greatefl;  uniformity  a- 
mong  them,  matters  are  ftill  a  great  deal 
worfe  ;  becaufe  it  is  not  a  real  uniformity, 
but  only  apparent ;  an  uniformity  not  owing 
to  choice  or  conviction,  but  to  the  grolTeft  ig¬ 
norance  and  hypocrify ;  fupported  only  by 
the  conftant  exertion  of  an  oppreffive  worldly 
power,  which  either  induftrioufly  keeps  them 
in  the  dark,  or  elfe  forces  them  to  dilTemble 
their  real  fentiments,  and  to  profefs  outwardly 
what  their  hearts  abhor. 

“  See  a  fermoa  of  the  Reverend  Mr  James  Peirce  of 
EiOn.  on  I  Cor.  i.  13.  f  In  Popifli  countries. 
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Upon  the  whole,  will  the  Heathen  fay, 
here  is  a  fet  of  men  who  all  profels  to  follow 
one  mafter  only  in  the  things  of  religion,  and 
yet  in  fa£l;  each  party  follows  another  of  their 
own  ;  a  fet  of  men  who  fay  they  belong  to 
one  body,  and  yet  are  formed  into  a  thou- 
fand  feparate  bodies,  which  all  difclaim  com¬ 
munion  with  one  another  ;  a  fet  of  men,  in 
fine,  whom  a  ftranger  would  take  to  be  all  of 
one  religion,  (for  they  all  call  themfelves  Chri- 
fiians),  and  yet  their  religions,  even  according 
to  their  own  accounts  of  them,  are  as  differ¬ 
ent  as  light  and  darknefs.  What  a  contradic¬ 
tion  mufl  thefe  Chriftians  be  !  and  what  mufl 
be  the  do£Vrine  that  infpires  them  with  fuch 
fentiments,  and  leads  them  to  fuch  a  conduct ! 
Is  it  poflible  that  it  can^defcend  from  above, 
as  they  pretend  ? 

But  an  intelligent  Heathen,  before  he  can 
be  brought  to  attend  without  prejudice  to  the 
nature  or  evidences  of  our  religion,  will  be 
apt  to  carry  his  inquiries  into  the  manners  of 
its  profefibrs  fomewhat  farther  flill ;  and  from 
this  general  view  of  the  Chriftian  world,  he 
will  turn  his  eyes  to  the  moral  conduct  and 
deportment  of  particular  perfons ;  and  when 
he  finds  that  great  numbers  at  leaft,  if  not  the 
bulk,  of  Chriftians  of  all  perfuafions,  and  e- 
ven  thofe  of  them  who  make  the  greateft  noifc 
about  their  I'eligion,  are  as  fenfual,  as  covet¬ 
ous,  as  revengeful,  as  treacherous  and  cruel, 
as  Heathens  themfelves,  he  will  afk,  why  he 
fhould  be  defired  to  embrace  a  religion  which, 
VoL.  III.  N  if 
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if  it  does  not  make  him  worTe,  is  not  likely 
to  make  him  any  better  than  he  is  already  ? 
Chriftians,  he  obfcrves,  profefs  mainly  to  feek 
the  happinefs  of  another  world  ;  yet  moft  of 
them  appear  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  in- 
terefls  and  pleafui'es  of  this.  If  any  are  o- 
therwife  minded,  they  are  but  few  in  compa- 
rifon,  and  are  generally  laughed  at  by  the  refir, 
as  fools  and  enthufiafls.  In  fliort,  they  do 
not  follow  the  principles  and  maxims  of  their 
own  religion,  which  is  an  argument  that  they 
themfelves  do  not  believe  it.  And  though 
they  alFe£t  to  have  great  zeal  for  bringing  o- 
thers  to  the  belief  of  it,  and  pretend  to  have 
no  other  view  in  this,  but  a  defire  of  promo¬ 
ting  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-creatures,  and 
of  making  them  eternally  happy  ;  yet  it  is  ma- 
nifeft  from  their  condu<rt,  that  religion  with 
them  is  nothing  but  a  mere  pretext  to  cover 
their  bafe  and  finifter  defigns  ;  and  that  they 
regard  it  no  farther  than  as  a  means  of  ex¬ 
tending  their  empire  over  others,  or  of  pof- 
fefling  themfelves  of  their  treafures. 

Thus,  I  fay,  will  Heathens  and  enemies 
argue  againft  our  religion  from  the  conduct 
of  its  profcflbrs  j  and  thefe  arguments  will  be 
fo  many  ftrong  and  invincible  prejudices  in 
their  minds,  fufiicient  to  make  them  defpife 
it,  and  refufe  to  take  any  further  trouble  in 
examining,  either  what  it  is  in  itfelf,  or  by  what 
jcvidences  its  divine  authority  is  fupported. 
There  have  been  many  attempts  made  by 
.Chrifiians  to  propagate  the  gofpel  in  foreign 
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parts,  and  many  fchemes  fet  on  foot  for  the 
converfion  of  Heathens  and  infidels ;  pious, 
I  doubt  not,  and  well  meant  ;  but,  for  my 
part,  the  more  I  confider  the  fubjedf  now  be¬ 
fore  us,  together  with  the  hiftory  of  paft  a* 
ges,  the  lefs  hope  am  I  allowed  to  entertain 
of  the  gofpel’s  being  propagated  with  any  great 
fuccefs  abroad,  till  once  it  be  better  propaga¬ 
ted  at 'home;  or  of  feeing  ftrangers  fubmit 
willingly  to  the  yoke  of  Jefus  Chrift,  whilfi:  it 
is  borne  with  fo  bad  a  grace  by  fo  many  of  his 
pretended  friends ;  and  particularly,  whilll 
there  is  fo  little  union  among  Chriflians  with 
s'egard  to  their  common  faith.  Chriftians 
ought  to  a(ft  with  fome  kind  of  confillency  t 
they  Ihould  firfi:  fettle  and  compofe  their  dif¬ 
ferences  amongfi;  themfclves,  before  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  fpread  that  “  gofpel  of  peace”  which 
they  profefs  among  foreigners  :  they  Ihould 
be  generally  agreed  what  their  religion  is,  be¬ 
fore  they  undertake  to  teach  it  to  thofe  who 
are  entirely  unacquainted  with  it  :  in  a  word, 
they  fltould  fiiew  by  their  aflions,  that  they 
themfelves  are  really  influenced  by  the  faith 
of  it,  before  they  attempt  to  make  others  be¬ 
lieve  it.  Then,  indeed,  we  might  juftly  hope 
for  the  happieft  fruits,  and  for  greater  tri¬ 
umphs  to  our  religion  than  it  hath  had  for 
many  ages,  but  not  fooner.  , 

If  all  that  call  themfelves  Chriflians  would 
agree  to  live  according  to  the  rules  of  their 
religion,  which  are  not  lefs  clear  than  excel¬ 
lent  y.  if  they  would  bend  their  chief  attention 
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to  the  things  In  which  they  all  agree,  and 
which  they  themfelves  muft  allow  to  be  of 
greateH:  importance,  rather  than  to  thofe 
in  which  they  happen  to  differ  ;  if,  inftead  of 
affefling  to  diftinguilh  themfelves  by  infolent 
pretenfions  to  orthodoxy  of  opinion,  (which 
is  only  paying  a  compliment  to  themfelves  at 
the  expence  of  their  brethren),  they  would 
rather  ftudy  to  be  known  by  the  principal  and 
leading  mark  which  Jefus  Chrlft  hath  affigned 
for  his  difciples,  their  love  one  to  another  j 
finally,  if  each  party  of  Chriftians,  inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  fwallow  up  and  deftroy  the 
reit,  by  means  of  the  power  and  policy  of  this 
world,  would  agree  to  lay  afide  the  little,  or, 
if  you  will,  the  great  peculiarities  by  which 
they  ftand  apart  from  each  other,  and  to  u- 
nitc  upon  the  broad  and  firm  bafis  of  the  “  e- 
verlafting  gofpel,”  contained  in  the  books 
of  the  New  Teftament,  the  only  records  of  it 
tvhich  they  allow  to  be  of  divine  authority  ; 
hearkening,  with  one  confent,  to  the  voice 
of  their  common  Mafter,  learning  of  him  who 
was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  fpeaking  the 
tjuth  to  one  another  in  love,  endeavouring 
kindly  to  fet  each  other  right  where  they 
think  they  are  wrong,  but  never  attempting 
to  force  from  others  a  fubmiflion  to  their  fen- 
liments  without  inward  conviflion  ;  not  jud¬ 
ging  or  cenfuring,  not  hurting  or  molefting, 
one  another  upon  account  of  mere  differences 
of  opinion,  which,  at  the  worft,  can  be  only 
errors  in  judgementj  from  which  no  man  is 
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entirely  exempted;  —  could  Vr-e  fee  this  temper 
and  fpirit  px'evailing  among  Chriftians,.  wc 
might  yet  hope,  that  the  gofpel  of  Chrift 
would  have  free  courfe,  and  be  glorified  in 
the  world  :  the  truth  would  get  fair  play;  the 
name  of  Chrift  would  be  no  longer  blafphc” 
med  among  infidels  on  account  of  the  fcanda-» 
lous  immoral  behaviour  of  his  profefTed  fol- 
lowers  ;  all  prejudices  againft  our  religion 
arifing  from  that  quarter  would  be  happily  re¬ 
moved  ;  the  light  of  genuine  Chriftianity,  fhi- 
ning  before  men  in  the  lives  of  its  profefibrs,. 
would  almofl:  irrefiftibly  invite  and  engage 
them  to  glorify  our  heavenly  Father  ;  the  blelF- 
ing  of  God  would  attend  their  endeavours  to 
propagate  it  ;  and  this  divine  religion,  feea 
in  its  native  unfullied  luflre,  and  in  its  moft 
falutary  and  beneficial  etFe^ls,  would  gradual¬ 
ly  prevail  over  the  whole  earth.  Then,  in 
.the  emphatic  language  of  the  prophet,  “  ten 
**  men  out  of  all  the  nations  would  take  hold 
of  the  £kirt  of  him  that  is  a  Chrifiian,  fay- 
ing,  We  will  go  with  you  ;  for  we  have- 
heard  that  God  is  with  you 
In  this  manner  was  the  Chrifila-n  religion- 
propagated  in  its  early  days  ;  and  if  fo,  we 
have  reafon  to  think  it  will  never  be  propa¬ 
gated  fuccefsfully  a-ny  other  way.  Whilft  be-- 
lievers  continued  ftedfafily  in  the  apofiles  doc¬ 
trine  and  fellowihip,  praifing  God,  and  ha¬ 
ving  favour  with  all  the  people  ;  whilfl  thej 

•  See  two  fermens  of  Dr  Oarke  ob  i  Cor.  iiii  '3,.  < 

N  3  '  w'e.e 


i"  Our  Saviour’s  prayer  for  the  •  Scr.  9. 

were  wont  to  aflemble  together  with  one  ac¬ 
cord,  being  of  one  heart  and  one  foul,  great 
grace  was  upon  them  all.  ‘  And  in  thofe  days 
the  churches  were  edified  in  themfelves  ;  and 
v/alking  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they  were  multi¬ 
plied  alfo,  by  a  numerous  acceflion  of  new 
converts  coming  in  every  day.  If  ftrifes  and 
contentions  arofe  in  fome  churches  *,  they 
never  carried  them  fo  far  as  to  renounce  com¬ 
munion  with  one  another  i  and  they  were  pre¬ 
vailed  upon,  by  farther  infiruclion  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Chrlhianity,  to  lay  them  afide.  If 
■fome  corruption  appeared  now  and  then  a- 
mong  them,  who,  for  worldly  ends,  endea- 
rvoured  to  fubvert  or  corrupt  the  Chrlftian 
faith,  “  and  would  not  confent  to  wholefome 
“  words,  even  the  worlds  of  our  Lord  Jefus 

Chrift,  and  the  doctrine  which  is  according 
“  to  godlinefe,”  they  were  prefently  diunned 
and  difcountenanced  by  all  the  friends  of  Je- 
iu3.  Chrifiianity  in  the  mean  time  fpread  and 
.fiourifhed  ;  and  Chriftians  were  every  where 
dillinguiflied  by  their  mutual  love,  by  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  their  worfliip,.)and  the  purity 
of  their  manners^  The* converts  Irom  among 
the  Gentiles  v/ere  generally  of  one  mind  in 
the  Chnftian  doffrine  *,  and  though  they  could 
not  but  have  very  different  fentiments  in  fome 
things  from  the  Jewifli  converts,  having  been 
at  fo  wide  a  difiaace  from  them  before  i  yet 

^  The  church  cf  Coxiatb,  for  example. 
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even  thefe  two  parties  united  in  one  body  un¬ 
der  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  main  controverfy 
of  them  all  was  only  with  Pagans  and  idola¬ 
ters.  -  '  ^  • 

But  when  Chriftians  became  lefs  apprehen- 
flve  of  the  common  enemy,  than  of  ,one  ano-» 
then  ;  vhen  they  began  (which  ,was  too  early 
indeed)  to  adulterate  the  pure  religion  of  .Je¬ 
fus  with  additions  and  inventions  of  their  own, 
on  which  they  laid  more  ftrefs  than  on  his 
words,  and  to  turn  the  gofpel  into  abdrufe 
and  barren  fpeculation,  inftead  of  regarding 
it  as  a  plain,  adefting,  and  edifying  rule  of 
life  j  when  the  churches  were  no  longer  known 
by  their  mutual  love,  but  by  loud  clamours 
about  herefy  and  orthodoxy  ;  when,  from 
perl'ccuted  ChriiVians,  the  world  tbegan  to  fee 
thofe  mondrous  things  called  Chrijtian  perfe- 
cutors  ;  when  human  force  and  violence  fuc- 
ceeded  to  reafon  and  argument,  in  the  pro¬ 
pagation  and  defence  of  the  truth,  and  were 
exerted  by  Chriftians,  not  only  againft  infi¬ 
dels,  but  againft  tffcir  fellow  Chriftians ;  when 
men  were  to  be  convinced  by  heavy  forfeit¬ 
ures,  and  by  bodily  pains  and  tortures,  in¬ 
ftead  of  meek  perfuafion  and  friendly  debate  j 
to  conclude,  when  Chriftians  would  no  long¬ 
er  allow  their  brethren  and  fellow-fervants  to 
be  fubjedf  to  the  authority  of  Chrift,  the  com¬ 
mon  Lord  of  them  all  *,  but  would  moreover 
compel  them,  by  the  terrors  of  this  world,  td 
be  fubje£l  alfo  to  their  authority  in  the  things  of 
religion :  — :  From  that  time,  my  brethren,  and 
‘  .  by 
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by  thefe  means,  the  body  of  Chrlft  being  no 
longer  one^  but  rent  In  a  thoufand  pieces,  his 
religion  declined  every  day.  Its  glory  was  de- 
bafed,  its  foixe  enervated,  its  very  light  al- 
moft  extingiiifhed.  Ignorance,  hypocrify,  and 
trifling  ceremonies  of  human  contrivance, 
came  to  take  place  of  honefty  and  underftand- 
ing,  of  folid  piety  and  undiflembled  love  *. 
Scarce  any  veftige  of  Chriftianity  remained  in 
the  world,  at  leaft  in  that  noble  fimplicity 
which  is  natural  to  it,  except  in  the  books  of 
facred  fcripture,  which  were  preferved  indeed, 
but  prohibited  from  common  ufe.  We  are, 
by  God’s  bleflang,  delivered  from  that  deplo¬ 
rable  darknefs  and  fervitude  j  but  are  ftill,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  a  great  way  from  Chrlflian 
perfeiflion. 

.  Thefe  things,  however,  may  ferve,  in  fome 
Hieafure,  to  convince  us  of  how  much  import¬ 
ance  it  is,  that  the  profefled  followers  of  Chrift 
be  in  order  that  the  world  may  be  per- 
fuaded  of  his  divine  million,  and  engaged  to 
embrace  his  religion.  And  we  may  now  per¬ 
ceive  how  neceflitry  a  connection  there  is  be¬ 
twixt  thefe  two  great  events. 

What  remains,  then,  Chrlftians,  but  that, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  ineftimable  benefit  which 
Jefus  Chrifl:  here  prays  for  to  us  ;  and  that  we 
may  not  counteract  his  blefled  interceifiion  in 
our  behalf,  and  deprive  ourfelves  of  all  the 

•  See*Dr  Lardner’s  obfervations  on  the  firft  council  of 
Nice,  ia  his  ciedibility  of  the  Gofpd  Hifiery. 
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fruits  of  his  mediation  ;  that  we  may  not  be 
the  occafion  of  caufing  him  to  be  regarded  by 
the  world  as  an  impoilorj  and  his  religion  as 
a  fiction  of  human  device  ;  what  remains,  I 
fay,  but  that  we  ftrive  to  be  like  minded,  and 
join  our  beft  endeavours  to  promote  all  Chri- 
ftian  holinefs  in  ourl'elves  and  others,  efpe- 
cially  union  and  love  ?  It  is  not  in  our  power 
indeed  to  unite  all  men,  or  to  reconcile  thena 
to  one  another,  any  more  than  to  the  truth’; 
but  let  us  lament  the  diforders  which  we  can¬ 
not  cure,  and  commend  the  cure  of  them  to 
the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  our  heavenly 
Father.  Who  knows  how  far  the  united 
prayers  and  tears  of  a  fingle  church,  anima¬ 
ted  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrilf,  may  go  towards 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  Cnrihian  world  ? 
Above  all,  let  us  be  examples  of  that  holy  u- 
nion  and  peace  which  ought  to  reign  among 
all  Chi’iltians  ;  ever  prtferving  and  cherilliing 
a  generous,  dilinterelled,  catholic  fpirit,  and 
abounding  in  love  one  towards  another,  and 
to  all  men.  Jf  others  dilFer  in  opinion  from 
us,  let  us  not  judge  or  delpife  them  merely  on 
that  account  ;  but  'whilft  they  walk  by  the 
fame  rule  that  we  do,  and  their  lives  appear 
to  be  Chriftian,  let  us  fay,  Peace  be  on 
them,  and  on  all  the  Ifrael  of  God  ”  If  they 
judge  or  condemn  us,  merely  becaufe  we  dif¬ 
fer  troni  them,  let  u  regard  them  rather  as 
obje<5fs  of  our  pity  than  of  our  refentment : 
they  and  we  both  muff  appear  one  day  before 
the  judgement-feat,  of  ChrUi.  •  ♦ 
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We  are  now  going  to  celebrate  that  ordi¬ 
nance  which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  inftituted  for 
the  remembrance  of  himfelf ;  and  which  he 
intended,  among  other  excellent  purpofes,  to 
be  an  external  token  of  the  inward  cordial  u* 
nion  and  fellowfliip  of  all  his  difciples  ;  “  For 
we  being  many,”  fays  the  apoftle,  “  are  one 
bread,  and  one  body  *,  for  we  are  all  par- 
takers  of  that  one  bread.’^  Let  us  perform 
this  fervice  with  Chriftian  difpofitions ;  and 
then,  though  we  may  appear  outwardly  to  be 
feparated  from  many  who  are  called  Chri- 
llians,  we  lhall  be  truly  one  with  all  thole  in 
every  communiem  whom  [efus  Chrift  will  ac¬ 
knowledge  for  his  difciples.  For  whatever 
multitude  of  feparate  churches  and  commu¬ 
nions  there  may  be  in  the  Chriftian  world,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  but  Jefus  hath  “  his 
fheep”  in  every  fold  *,  that  is,  men  of  a  tru¬ 
ly  Chriftian  temper  and  behaviour,  who, 
though  they  may  be  at  a  great  diftance  from 
one  another  with  regard  to  place,  and  often 
are  unknown  to  each  other,  are  nev'erthelefs 
W’ell  known  to  him  *,  and  wfto,  in  fa£t,  all 
think  the  fame  things  in  the  main,  and  are  all 
united  in  promoting  the  great  defign  of  the 
gofpel  ;  which  is,  the  knowledge  of  truth, 
and  the  pra£lice  of  righteoufnefs,  from  the 
hope  of  immortality,  without  regard  to  world¬ 
ly  interefts  All  thefe,  where-ever  they  are 
fcattered  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  how¬ 
ever  different  they  may  feem  in  their  outward 
forms  and  modes  of  worfhip,  belong  to  the 

“  general 


union  of  his  followers  coniidered.  155 

**  general  aflembly  and  church  of  the  firft 
born,  whofe  names  are  written  in  heaven 
and  they  will  all  be  brought  together  into  one 
bleflcd  fociety,  in  that  “  day  when  Jefus  Chrifl: 
“  fhall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and 
**  to  be  admired  of  all  them  that  believe.” 
With  thefe  men,  my  brethren,  and  like  thefc 
men,  let  us  communicate,  at  the  fame  time 
that  we  communicate  with  one  another  ;  and 
thus  truly  our  fellowfhip  fhall  be  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrifl.  To  whom 
be  blefling,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power^ 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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The  fuccefs  of  the  firfl  publifhers  of  the- 
gofpel  a  proof  of  its  truth. 

By  George  Campbell,  D.  D. 

Preached  before  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  pro¬ 
pagating  Chrlftlan  Knowledge,  at  Edinburgh, 
‘  June  6.  1777. 


I  Cor.  i.  25. 

—  The  fooUjbnefs  of  God  is  vjifer  than  meny 
eindthe  lueaknefs  of  God  is  ftronger  than  men. 

Part  I. 

IT  would  fcarccly  be  poffible  to  conceive  a 
new  religion  attended  with  more  difad van- 
tageous  circumftances,  than  was  the  Chrilllaa 
religion  on  its  firft  appearance  ;  and  of  which, 
confequently,  the  fuccefs  in  the  world,  would, 
humanly  fpeaking,  be  more  improbable.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  worfe  adapted  to  the  prejudices 
that  prevailed  among  Jews  and  Gentiles  than 
its  tenets  ;  nothing  could  be  lefs  accommoda¬ 
ted  to  the  univerfal  depravity  of  manners  than 
its  precepts.  Both  the  obfeurity  and  the  fate 
of  its  founder  feetned  alike  iafuperable  obita- 
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clcs  to  the  advancement  of  his  caufe.  And  as 
to  the  perfons  whom,  under  the  title  of  a- 
poftles,  he  feledled  to  be  the  Inhruments  of 
promulgating  his  doftrine,  they  were  fuch  as, 
in  the  judgement  of  all  reafonable  men,  would 
have  been  fufficient,  though  every  other  cir- 
cumftance  had  been  favourable,  to  render  the 
fcheme  abortive.  Truly,  therefore,  may  we 
fay,  that  if  this  counfel  or  this  work  had  been 
of  men,  it  muft  have  come  to  nought.  Any 
one  of  the  particulars  above  mentioned  would 
have  been  enough  to  flifle  it  in  the  birth  ; 
how  much  more  would  all  of  them  when  com¬ 
bined  together  ?  But  “  there  is  no  wifdom, 
“  nor  underftanding,  nor  counfel,  againft  the 
“  Lord  His  thoughts  are  not  our  thoughts^ 
neither  are  our  ivays  his  vjays.  Juftly  is  this 
divine  inftitution  reprefented  in  the  prophetic 
language  under  the  emblem  of  a  Jlone,  Ibme- 
thing  at  firft  to  appearance  inconliderable, 
cut  out  -eeithout  hands ^  not  by  human  fcill  or 
dexterity,  “  which  became  a  great'  mountain, 
‘‘  and  tilled  the  whole  earth  f.”  For  the 
foolijhnefs  of  God^  as  ye  have  it  in  the  palTag^ 
read  to  you  as  the  foundation  of  this  difeourfe, 
//  ivifer  than  meU)  and  the  iveaknefs  of  God  is 
fronger  than  men. 

.  The  apoltle,  in  thefe  words,  is  far  from  in- 
linuating  that  there  can  be  any  thing  in  the 
fupreme  all-perfect  mind,  analogous  to  what 
we  underhand  by  the  terms  folly  and  lueak* 

*  Prov.  xxi.  30.  f  Dan.  ii.  34.  35. 
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fie/s.  Cut,  by  an  ufual  figure,  he  confiders 
the  extraordinary  condiuft  of  Providence  ma- 
nifefted  in  this  new  infiitution,  under  the  de¬ 
nomination  which  the  adverfaries  were  plea- 
led  to  give  it ;  and  affirms,  that  the  meafures 
which  the  ruler  of  the  world  had  adopted, 
and  which  to  them  were  foolifhnefs,  would 
be  found  to  have  more  wifdom  in  them  than 
the  wifefi:  plans  of  human  contidvance  ;  and 
that  the  means  employed  by  Heaven,  how¬ 
ever  weak  they  might  be  reckoned,  would 
be  ftrong  enough  to  baffle  all  the  mod:  vigo¬ 
rous  efTorts  of  the  Tons  of  earth.  Nay  moi'e, 
however  fliallow  the  meafures,  and  however 
impotent  the  inflruments  may  be,  not  in  ap¬ 
pearance  but  in  reality,  when  attended  only 
by  natural  and  ordinary  means,  they  wnll 
prove  perfectly  efficacious  when  attended  by 
fuch  as  are  fupernatural  and  extraordinary. 
God,  when  he  is  pleafed  to  interpofe  miracu- 
loufly,  can  effe^l  his  purpofe,  not  only  with¬ 
out  the  intervention  of  man,  but  by  fuch  hu¬ 
man  agency  as  feems  better  calculated  to  de¬ 
feat  the  end  than  to  promote  it.  This,  we 
learn  from  the  context,  was,  in  feveral  im¬ 
portant  rel'pefls,  the  cafe  with  the  firfl  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  the  gofpel. 

To  throw  light  on  this  doflrinc,  and  to 
point  out  the  ufe  we  ought  to  make  of  it, 
ffiall,  with  the  aid  of  Heaven,  be  the  ultimate 
fcope  of  this  difcouiTe.  The  argument  couch¬ 
ed  in  my  text,  and  iliuflrated  in  the  conclu¬ 
ding  part  of  this  chapter,  and  the  beginning 
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of  the  next,  may  be  thus  exprefleJ  :  “  The 
human  and  natural  means  originally  employed 
for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  would, 
without  the  divine  interpofition,  have  proved 
both  foolifli  and  weak,  artd  therefore  utterly 
incapable  of  anfwering  the  purpofe.  The 
purpofe  was  neverthelefs  by  thefe  means  fully 
anfwered.  Confequently  they  muft  have  been 
accompanied  with  the  divine  interpofition, 
and  our  religion  is  of  God,  and  not  of  man.” 
1  fhall  firft  therefore  endeavour  to  evince  the 
truth  of  the  hrft  propofition,  and  fhow  the 
utter  inability  of  the  n.itural  means  employed 
in  promulgating  the  gofptl,  to  dFe6l'  the  end. 
I  fltall  next  evince  the  truth  of  the  fecond, 
pointing  out  the  rapid  and  unexampled  fac- 
cel's  of  the  means  that  were  employed  ;  — > 
and  fltall  conclude  with  obferving  the  in- 
fluence  which  the  obvious  confequence  of 
thefe  dedudions  ought  to  have  upon  us,  and 
the  improvement  we  ought  to  make  of  this' 
doftrine. 

T  BEGIN  with  the  unfitnefs  of  the  mcans^' 
that  is,  the  natural  and  ordinary  means  ad¬ 
mitted  by  infidels,  as  well  as  Chrihians,  to 
have  been  employed  ;  for  it  is  of  fuch  means 
only  I  am  here  fpeaking.  Let  it  be  obferved, 
that  under  this  1  comprehend  the  genius  of 
the  dodlrine  taught ;  becaufc,  whether  fuper- 
natural  in  its  origin  or  not,  it  may  have  in  it 
a  natural  fitnefs  for  engaging  attention  and 
regard  j  or,  on  the  contrary,  a  natural  ten- 
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dency  to  alienate  the  minds  of  men,  and  ren¬ 
der  them  inattentive  and  aveiTe.  In  this  view 
the  fpirit  and  character  of  the  inhitution  it- 
felf  ought  to  be  regarded  as  natural  means, 
either  of  promoting,  or  of  retarding,  its  pro¬ 
pagation.  Let  us  then  examine  briefly  the 
two  principal  circumftances  already  fuggeflcd, 
the  dofh'ine,  and  the  publifliers.  It  is  to  the 
former  that  the  term  foolijhnefs  is  more  efpe- 
cially  applied,  as  iveaknefs  is  to  the  latter. 

The  doftrine  of  the  crofs,  in  particular, 
the  great  hinge  of  all,  was,  in  every  view, 
expofed  to  univerfal  diflike  and  derillon. 
Confidered  as  an  article  of  faith  in  this  new 
religion,  as  exhibiting  the  expiation  of  fin, 
and  confequently  as  the  foundation  of  the 
finner’s  hope  of  divine  pardon  and  acceptance, 
to  men  principled  as  they  were,  it  both  Ihock- 
ed  their  underftanding,  and  was  humiliating 
to  their  pride.  Confidered  as  a  praclical  lef- 
fon,  and  a  warning  of  the  treatment  which 
the  difciples  might  expefl,  when  fuch  hor¬ 
rible  things  had  befallen  their  mafter,  to  fol¬ 
low  whom  in  fufl'ering  they  were  fpecially  call¬ 
ed,  nothing  could  tend  more  powerfully  to 
alienate  their  will,  being  oppofed  by  all  their 
moft  rooted  palfions,  love  of  life,  averfion 
to  pain,  and  horror  of  infamy.  And  even 
confidered  only  as  a  memorable  event  in  the 
hiftory  of  him  whom  all  the  profelytes  to  this 
inftitution  were  bound  to  acknowledge  as  their 
lawgiver  and  king,  it  was  exceedingly  difgufl- 
ful,  being  contradiilory  to  all  the  notions  to 

which 


3  proof  of  its  truth.  161 

which  from  infancy  they  had  been  habituated^ 
in  regard  to  the  proteftion  of  Providence, 
and  the  marks  whereby  Heaven  diftinguidies 
its  favourites  deftined  for  honour  and  autho¬ 
rity. 

Paul,  accordingly,  takes  particular  notice 
of  the  bad  reception  which  this  dodlrine  met 
with  from  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  inveterate  prejudices  entertain-' 
cd  againlt  it.  preaching,  of  the  crofs^  fays 

he,  is  to  them  that  perifi^  to  them  who  rejeft- 
and  defpife  the  gofpel,  foolifhnefs  ;  but  to  us 
ueho  are  faved,  who  by  faith  give  it  a  grateful 
reception,  it  is  the  power  of  God  *.  However' 
much  the  Jews  and  the  Greeks  differed  from' 
each  other,  in  their  religious  principles,  as- 
well  as  cuftoms,  they  concurred  in  a  moft' 
hearty  deteftation  of  this,  which  made  fo  fun¬ 
damental  an  article  of  the  Chriftian  difpenfa- 
tion.  They  viewed  it  differently,  accordingi 
to  their  different  national  charadters  j  but  the 
effe<ff,  an  indignant  rejection,  was  the  fame- 
in  both.  Our  apoltle,  who  perfeflly  under- 
ftood  the  difference,  has  marked  it  with  the 
greateft  accuracy.  The  Jews  require-  a  figny< 
an  evidence  of  the  intei-pofidon  of  omnipo¬ 
tence,  which  may  overpower  their  minds,.- 
and  command  an  unlimited  affent ;  and  the 
Greeks  feek  ajter  'wifdom,  the  elaborate  prc- 
duftions  of  oratory  and  ingenuity,  which  may 
at  once  convince  their  reafon,  and>  gratify 
their  curiofity  :  but  vje  preach  Chrif  crucified  \ 
*  I  Cor.  i.  18. 
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a  doftrine  fo  far  from  fultlng  the  inclinations 
of  either,  that  to  the  Jen.vs  it  is  a  fnimbling- 
block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolijhnefs  Both  agree 
to  reprobrate  this  doctrine  ;  they  differ  only 
in  the  manner.  To  the  Hebrew,  it  is  an  ob¬ 
ject:  of  abhorrence  ;  to  the  Grecian,  of  con¬ 
tempt.  He  adds,  but  to  them  luho  are  called'^ 
rhofe  who  are  divinely  inftnidted,  both  Jezvt 
and  G recks y  Chrijl  the  f'oxver  of  Gody  and  the 
nvifdom  of  God  *. 

Nor  can  we  juflly  wonder  that  fo  ftrange  z 
doffrine  as  this  of  the  crofs,  fo  repugnant  to 
iiefli  and  blood,  fltould,  upon  the  trial,  prove 
JO  unwelcome  to  carnal  men.  If  we  inquire 
but  ever  fo  little  into  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  we  fliall  find,  that  its  reception  could 
not  have  been  any  other  than  it  ^?as.  The 
fewifh  nation  was  at  that  time  fplit  into  fefl?,. 
which  in  many  things  entertained  opinions  o- 
pofite  to  one  another.  Neverthelefs,  all  who* 
cxpeTted  the  Mefliah,  of  ^whatever  fedt,  con¬ 
curred  in  the  belief  that  he  would  be,  vvhat 
fas  world  calls,  an  illuftrious  prince,  a  mighty- 
conqueror,.  W'ho  would  fubdue  kingdoms,  and 
cftabiilh  for  himfelf  a  new  xiniveiTal  monar- 
thy,  or  fecular  empire,  (for  of  a  fpiritual 
kingdom  they  had  no  idea),  wherein  his.  own, 
nation  would  be  exalted  above  all  the  nations 
lof  the  earth.  From.  thefeTentiments  the  Sa- 
i’iiaritans  (however  much  they  diirered  from 
fhe  Jews  in  other  reJpedts)  fsem  not  to  have 
cifented  ;  in  thefe  fentiments  all  our  Lord’s- 
"  i  Cor.  i,  7.Z.  23.  24, 
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difciples  had  been  brought  up ;  and  to  thefe 
fentiments,  in  fpite  of  the  manifeft  tendency 
of  his  inftrudfions  and  example,  they,  by- 
their  own  account,  firmly  adhered  during  his 
life,  and  even  for  fome  time  after  his  refur- 
reclion.  Nor  do  they  feem  ever  to  have  re- 
linquiflied  thefe  fentiments,  till  the  defeent 
of  the  Holy  Ghoff,  after  the  afeenfion,  on 
that  memorable  day  of  Pentecofi:,  on  which 
the  promulgation  of  the  evangelical  economy 
may  properly  be  faid  to  have  commenced. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  fay  that  the  Mefllah 
held  forth  to  this  people  in  the  gofpel,  and 
that  which  the  glofles  and  traditions  of  the 
rabbis  had  taught  them  to  expeft,  were  per- 
fonages  widely  different. '  They  were,  in  moft 
refpeffs,  the  reverfe  of  one  another.  The 
people  had  not  yet  learnt,  that  God,  though, 
not  in  the  tempeff,  the  earthquake,  nor  the 
thunder,  may  yet  be  found  in  the  fmall  and 
feeble  voice.  Their  heads  were  occupied  with 
ideas  of  grandeur  and  majefry  merely  human. 
When  they  were  thinking  of  the  royal  palace, 
their  attention  was  called  to  the  fliop  of  the 
artificer.  Is  not  this  the  carpenter  *  P  fay 
they,  with  a  mixture  of  aflonilhrnent  and  con¬ 
tempt.  Inftead  of  riches  and  fplenclor,  be¬ 
hold  poverty  and  humility;  for  a  potentate  and 
warrior,  they  had  only  a  peaceful  citizen.  In 
lieu  of  one  whofe  u.ndertakings  were,  in  the 
fight  of  all  mankind,  to  be  crowned  with  glor 
ry  and  fuccefs,  they  were  prefented  wdth  a 
*  Mark  \i,  3, 
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man  IncefTantly  haunted  by  misfortune  from 
his  cradle  to  his  grave  ;  whofe  friends  were 
few,  and  enemies  innumerable  ;  one  who  in 
their  eyes  had  nothing  defirable,  or,  to  adopt 
the  expreffion  of  the  prophet,  had  mform  nor 
comelinefs  *  j  one  who  accordingly,  fi-om  his 
firft  appearance  ifi  public,  was  by  all  the  men 
of  power  and  influence,  hated,  derided,  de¬ 
famed,  perfecuted,  diflaonoured,  and  at  lafl: 
cruelly  murdered.  But  the  ftone  which  the 
builders  reje£led,  foon  became  the  head  of  the 
corner. 

Profperlty  and  adverfity  have,  in  all  ages, 
and  in  all  nations,  had  fome  influence  on  the 
judgements  of  men,  in  regard  to  divine  fa¬ 
vour  and  averfion ;  but  on  no  nation  had 
thefe  external  things  a  greater  influence  than 
on  the  Jewifla  ;  and  under  no  difpenfation  or 
form  of  religion,  true  or  falfe,  more  glaring¬ 
ly  than  under  the  Mofaic.  There  was  fome- 
thing  in  that  inftitution,  it  muft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  which  naturally  led  the  attention  to 
thefe  outward  diflindlions  between  man  and 
man.  The  promifes  and  threatenings  of  the 
law,  interpreted  according  to  the  letter,  are 
of  things  merely  temporal.  That  under  thefe 
are  couched  the  eternal  things  of  the  gofpel, 
is  not  to  be  denied  ;  things  which  wei’e  alfo 
typified  by  the  eftablilhed  ceremonies  and  car¬ 
nal  ordinances.  But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
the  literal  is  the  moft  obvious  fenfe  ;  the  fpi- 
ritual  was  perceived  by  thofe  only  whofe  faith< 

*  Ifa.  liii.  a. 
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or  fpiritual  dlfcernment  put  them  in  a  capaci¬ 
ty  of  feeing  through  the  veil  of  fymbolical 
language  and  ritual  obfervances.  For  it  ever 
did,  and  ever  will  hold,  that  “  the  fecret  of 
“  the  Loi'd  is  with  them  that  fear  him 
But  in  I’egard  to  the  generality  of  the  people, 
(I  may  almoft  fay  the  whole,  the  exceptions 
are  fo  few),  that  outward  happinefs  or  mife- 
ry  were  the  ftandard  by  which  they  determi¬ 
ned  whether  a  perfon  were  the  object  of  the, 
love  or  of  the  hatred  of  Heaven,  is  a  fafl  that 
might  be  evinced,  if  neceflary,  from  num- 
berlefs  pafhtges,  both  of  the  Old  Teftament 
and  of  the  New.  And  if  this  holds  in  regard 
to  what  may  be  called  the  general  tenor  of  a 
man’s  life,  it  diolds  more  efpecially  of  his 
death.  To  be  adjudged  to  the  death  of  a  ma- 
lefaflor  by  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  the  cho- 
fen  people,  they  confidered  as  an  infallible 
mark  of  reprobation.  Flow  much  more, 
when  the  very  fort  of  death,  fufpenfion  upon 
a  tree,  had  a  fpecial  maledidtion  pronounced 
on  it,  which,  as  an  indelible  fligma,  had  been 
engrolTed  in  the  body  of  their  law  ?  “  He 

that  is  hanged  is  accurfed  of  God  f.”  The 
Jews,  accordingly,  to  this  day,  diftinguifh  our 
Saviour  by  the  name  of  the  hanged  man, 
as  the  moft  difgraceful  they  can  employ. 
We  cannot  then  wonder,  that  to  thofe  whofe 
minds  were  blinded  through  fenfual  afFeflion 
and  obdurate  prejudices,  and  in  refpedf  of 

*  Pfal.  XXV.  14.  I  Deut.  xxi.  23. 

whom. 


x66 


The  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  Ser.  lo. 

whom,  to  adopt  the  apoftle’s  fimilitude  *,  the 
veil  which  covered  the  face  of  Mofes,  too 
fplendid  for  their  weak  organs,  remained  un¬ 
removed,  (vve  cannot,  I  fay,  wonder,  that  to 
them)  the  Melliah’s  crofs  fliould  prove  a 
ftumbling-block.  It  in  reality  did  fo.  The 
undoubted  fadl  confirms  the  reafoning.  And 
the  reafoning  is,  from  their  avowed  pi'inciples, 
fo  unqueftionable,  as  to  be  equivalent  to  the 
clearefl  teftimony  of  the  faff. 

Nor  were  the  prepofiefiions  of  Pagans  lefs 
impregnable,  though  built  on  diflhrent  grounds. 
Of  all  nations  the  Jewifli  was  the  mofi:  con¬ 
temned  and  hated  by  both  Greeks  and  Ro¬ 
mans.  That  their  contempt  and  hatred  were 
unreafonable,  I  readily  allow.  But  it  is  only 
with  the  faff  I  am  here  concerned  ;  and  that 
is  incontrovertible.  It  were  eafy,  however, 
to  account  for  it,  from  fevcral  peculiarities  in 
the  Jewilh  conffitution,  which  made  them  be 
reckoned  by  others,  fuperftitious,  uufociable, 
intolerant,  felf-opinioned,  and  untraffable. 
Their  refufal  of  all  intercommunity  with  thofe 
of  other  nations  in  matters  of  religion,  a 
thing  unexampled  amongft  idolaters,  their 
difi-inflion  of  meats  unto  clean  and  unclean, 
and  their  laws  in  regard  to  ablutions,  which 
very  much  interrupted  even  their  civil  inter- 
courfe  with  Gentiles,  confpired  in  alienating 
the  minds  of  ftrangers.  Though  not  deficient 
in  courage  and  natural  fagacity,  their  being 
feut  little  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  war  and 
*  3  Cor.  iii,  14. 
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government,  made  them  appear  inconnderable 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Romans  ;  their  ignorance 
of  philofophy  and  the  fine  arts  rendered  them 
defpicable  to  the  Grecians.  It  would  not  have 
been  eafy  to  make  the  people  of  either  nation 
expe£l:  great  benefits  of  any  kind  fx'om  a  Jew, 
But  to  talk  to  them  of  fuch  a  one  as  their 
Mefilah  or  Saviour,  that  is,  as  the  terms  were 
explained  by  the  preachers,  the  purchafer  of 
the  remiffion  of  fins,  of  divine  favotir,  of  e- 
eternal  life  and  happinefs,  nay  as  the  perfon 
conflituted  by  the  Deity  judge  of  all  the  earth, 
could,  to  men  fo  ill  affedled  to  that  people, 
hardly  appear  otherwife  than  as  abfolutely  ri¬ 
diculous.  Blow  much  then  was  the  ridicule 
enhanced,  when  they  were  further  informed,  ' 
that  this  Meffiah,  this  man  of  circumcifion, 
of  the  race  of  Jacob,  had,  like  a  common  fe¬ 
lon,  and  in  company  with  common  felons, 
fufifered  under  a  Pvoman  procurator  the  infa¬ 
mous  death  of  crucifixion  ? 

It  is  not  eafy  for  us,  at  this  difiance,  to 
enter  perfedlly  into  the  fentiments  and  feelings 
of  men,  whofe  manners,  opinions,  education, 
and  cuftoms,  were  fo  totally  difterent  from 
ours.  It  is  more  difficult  on  this  lubjeft,  on 
which  oitr  minds  have  been  fo  long  pre-occu- 
pied,  than  on  any  other.  The  death  of 
Chrift,  whom  we  venerate  as  our  fovereign, 
our  high  prieft,  and  teacher  in  divine  things, 
hath,  to  us  Chrifiians,  ennobled  the  crofs, 
the  infirument  of  an  event  of  fuch  inefiable 
moment  to  the  human  race.  \Ye  can  no  long¬ 
er 
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cr  behold  it  with  the  fame  eyes.  It  is  for  this 
reafon,  that,  in  Chriftian  countries,  the  ufe 
of  it  in  punifliing  is  univerfally  abolifhed.  We 
are  inclined  to  conhder  it  as  too  honourable 
a  deftiny,  for  any  after  Jefus  Chrift,  of  the 
pofterity  of  Adam,  to  undergo.  But  in  or¬ 
der  to  judge  of  the  appeai-ance  and  elFefl  of  a 
new  doftrine,  publiflied  in  a  remote  period, 
we  muft,  as  much  as  poffible,  enter  into  the 
opinions  and  prepoflTeffions  that  prevailed  at 
the  time.  Conlidered  in  this  view,  it  is  but 
juft  to  obferve,  that  crucifixion  was  then,  in 
the  Roman  empire,  incomparably  more  dif- 
graceful  than  any  kind  of  death  known  in 
thefe  days  in  any  part  of  Chriftendoin.  No 
citizen  of  Rome,  how  atrocious  foever  were 
his  guilt,  how  mean  foever  were  his  ftation, 
though  the  loweft  mechanic,  or  the  pooreft 
peafant,  could  be  fubje(Sted  to  it.  If  a  man  was 
not  a  flave,  as  well  as  a  criminal,  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  any  magiftrate  to  diflionour 
him  fo  far  as  to  confign  him  to  fo  ignomi¬ 
nious  a  punilhment.  And  though  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  Romans  did  not  extend  to  every  free 
fubjeft  of  the  empire  ;  fo  far  did  the  Roman 
fentiments  prevail  in  regard  to  this  mode  of 
punifhing,  that  it  was  held  univerfally  as  in 
the  laft  degree  opprobrious.  Conceive  then 
the  emotions  which  would  naturally  arife  in 
the  minds  of  fuch  people,  when  a  man  (a 
miferable  culprit  in  their  account)  who  had 
been  compelled  publicly  to  fubmit  to  fo  vile 
an  execution,  fo  degrading,  fo  fliocking  to 
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humanity,  was  reprefented  to  them  as  the  Son 
of  the  Moft  High  God,  and  the  Redeemer  of 
the  world.  If  to  men  fo  prepoffelTcd  as  were 
the  Jews,  this  doflrine  could  not  fail  to  ap¬ 
pear  impious  and  execrable,  (and  for  a  time 
it  did  fo  even  to  the  apoftles)  ;  to  men  fo  pre- 
poflefTed  as  were  the  Gentiles  it  could  not  fail 
to  appear  nonfenfical  and  abfurd. 

Nay,  it  is  manifeft  from  the  writings  of  the 
early  apologifts  for  Chriftianity,  in  the  fecond 
and  third  centuries,  that  this  dotftrine  conti¬ 
nued  long  to  be  a  principal  matter  of  offence 
to  the  enemies  of  our  religion,  and  was  re¬ 
garded  by  fuch  as  an  infurmountable  objec¬ 
tion.  They  treated  it  as  no  better  than  mad- 
nefs,  to  place  confidence  in  a  man  v/hom  God 
had  abandoned  to  the  fcourge  of  the  execu¬ 
tioner,  and  the  indelible  reproach  of  the 
crofs.  Yet  this  doctrine  was,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  fo  far  from  being  taught  covertly  by 
the  apoftles,  as  one  would  have  thought  that 
a  fmall  lhare  of  political  wifdom  would  have 
fuggcfled  j  it  was  fo  far  from  being  diffem- 
bled,  and  palliated,  that  it  appeared  to  be  that 
particular  of  their  religion,  of  which,  in  fpite 
of  the  utter  abomination  it  raifed  in  others, 
in  fpite  of  all  the  obloquy  it  brought  upon 
ihemfelves,  they  were  chiefly  oflentatious. 
With  our  apoille  crofs  of  Chrift  is  a  phrafe 

in  familiar  ufe  for- denoting  the  whole  of  this 
new  economy.  The  foes  of  the  gofpel  he 
calls  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  C’.irifi  *.  To  the 
*■  Philip,  iii,  i8. 
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Corinthians,  he  fays,  he  determined  to  know 
nothing  among  them,  htve  Jefiis  Chrijly  and 
him  crucijied  *,  The  offence  taken  againfl: 
Chriftianity  he  ftyles,  the  offence  of  the  crofs  f. 
And  the  grand  objecl  of  his  glorying  was 
what  to  others  appeared  the  'greateft  fcan- 
dal,  the  crofs  of  Chrift  :j:.  So  much  in  general 
(for  your  time  does  not  admit  my  entering 
into  particulars)  of  tlie  foolifhnefs  of  the  doc¬ 
trine. 

Let  us  next  conffder  the  weaknefs  of  the 
anftruments,  the  firfl;  miffaonaries  of  this  new 
religion.  What  were  they  ?  We  Ihould  cer¬ 
tainly  think,  that  a  truft  of  this  kind,  requi¬ 
ring  the  moff;  confummate  Ikill  and  addrefs  to 
manage  properly,  could  not,  with  the  fmall- 
eff:  hope  of  fuccefs,  be  committed  to  any,  but 
men,  who  to  great  natural  llirewdnefs,  and 
acquired  knowledge,  had  all  the  advantages 
that  refult  from  being  acquainted  with  the 
xvorld,  and  converfant  in  public  life.  If  to 
rhefe,  wealth,  tiobility,  and  authority,  were 
added,  fo  much  the  better.  But  were  the  firfl: 
publifliers  of  the  gofpel  men  of  this  fort  I  No¬ 
thing  can  be  conceived  luore  oppofite.  A  few 
fifliermen  of  Galilee,  and  fome  others  of  the 
loweft  clafs  of  the  people,  poor,  ignorant, 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  world  ;  without 
any  vifible  advantages  natural  or  acquired  j 
pien  who,  before  they  received  this  exti'aor- 

I  Cor.  ii.  2.  'f  Gall.  v.  ii.  f  ~ —  vi.  14. 
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Jinnry  miflion,  had  been  obliged  to  drudge 
for  bread  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a  toil- 
fome  occupation,  and  had  probably  neveu 
dared  to  open  their  mouth  in  places  where 
men  of  condition  (their  betters,  as  we  fami¬ 
liarly  exprefs  it)  were  prefent.  Such  were 
the  agents  employed  in  effe^^ting  the  greatefb 
revolution  ever  produced  upon  the  earth» 
Was  it  in  a  rude  and  unlettered  age  that  this 
religion  was  lirft  broached  ?  or  was  it  only  to 
the  illiterate  that  its  promulgators  were  char¬ 
ged  to  communicate  it  ?  It  was  at  the  time 
when  Ptome  was  in  the  zenith  of  her  power  5 
it  was  at  the  time  when  all  the  Giecian  arta 
and  fciences  fhone  forth  in  their  meridian  glo¬ 
ry.  It  was  then  that  thefe  plain,  unexperien¬ 
ced  men,  were  commiffioned,  not  cautioufly 
to  impart  this  dodlrine  in  a  vvhifper,  to  per- 
fons  of  a  particular  ftamp,  but  to  proclaim  it; 
to  all  indifcrlminately,  as  from  the  liOufe- 
tops,  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature  *. 
Thefe  lowly  minifters  of  Jefus  did  according¬ 
ly  publifh  it  to  the  Jews  in  the  temple  and  in 
the  fynagogues,  and  to  the  Gentiles  in  the  fo¬ 
rums  of  their  cities,  and  in  other  places  of 
public  refort.  Their  undaunted  fpiiit  and 
freedom,  confida'ing  what  they  were,  did  in¬ 
deed  amaze  tlieir  fuperiors,  and  all  who  heaid 
them.  When  the  tiigh  Prieft,  and  othei; 
members  of  the  Sanhedrim,  fa^o  the  boldnefs 
of  Peter  and  John^  in  the  fpirited  and  perti  ? 

*  Mark  xvi.  15. 
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jient  I'cply  they  made,  and  perceived  that  they 
recre  unlearned  and  ignorant  7nen,  they  marvel’ 
isd 

How  different  Is  the  policy  of  Heaven,  par¬ 
don  the  exprefllon,  from  that  of  earth  !  How 
truly  is  the  matter  reprefented  in  my  context : 
“  God  hath  chofen  the  foolifh  things  of  the 
world,  to  confound  the  wife  *,  and  God  hath 
“  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the  world,  to 
confound  the  things  which  are  mighty  j 
“  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things 
“  which  are  defpifed,  hath  God  chofen,  yea, 
“  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to 
nought  things  that  are  *,  that  no  flefli  fhould 
glory  in  his  prefence  f.”  The  apoftles  were 
very  fenfible  of  their  defe£ls,  in  refpeft  of 
natural  talents,  rank,  and  education  ;  they 
kne;v  well,  that  by  men  of  falhion,  men  of 
the  world,  they  were  counted  “  as  the  filth 
“  of  the  world,  and  the  ofF-fcouring  of  all 
things  But  as  their  zeal  was  kindled 
folely  in  behalf  of  the  caufe  of  their  mafler, 
they  never  afFefted  to  conceal  or  extenuate 
thefe  defects.  They  neither  difdainfully  un¬ 
dervalued  thofc  acquired  advantages  w'hich 
they  had  not,  but  which  were  pofiefTed  by 
many  of  their  antagonifls,  nor  vainly  arroga¬ 
ted  to  therafelves  any  merit  from  the  fuccefs 
shat  attended  their  preaching.  Their  humble 
language  was,  We  have  this  treafiire^  the  doc-' 
trine  of  the  gofpel,  the  ineftimable  riches  of 

*  Ads  iv.  13.  +  I  Cor.  i.  zj,  28.  29. 
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Clirift,  in  earthen  ^vejfels  ;  not  veflels  of  gold 
or  fllver,  as  men  of  eminence  among  the 
great  and  learned  might  be  called,  but  veflels  of 
the  very  coarfefl:  materials,  thofe  denomina- 
ted  the  dregs  of  the  people,  “  that  the  excel- 
lency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and 
not  of  us 

We  are  apt  to  attend  but  carelefsly  to  the 
report  of  facts  to  which  our  ears  have  beea 
long  familiarized.  Such  is  that  of  the  low 
condition  of  thofe  who  were  the  flrft  heralds-' 
of  the  gofpel  of  peace.  Befides,  to  us  the 
very  title  apostles  conveys  certain  ideas  of 
refpect  and  dignity,  which,  as  it  were,  hide 
from  us  the  meannefs  and  obfcurity  of  their 
outward  flate.  In  order,  therefore,  to  roufe 
our  attention  to  this  circumltance,  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  the  right  underhand - 
ing  of  my  argument,  let  us  conflder  whac 
would  be,  I  fay  not  probably,  but  certainly,, 
the  effect  of  fuch  an  attempt  in  our  own  age 
and  nation,  made  by  fuch  ill-provided,  and,, 
as  we  Ihould  fay,  defpkabls  inftruments,  un¬ 
aided  from  above,  in  oppofltion  to  all  the  e- 
ftablifhed  powers,  religion,  laws,  and  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  country.  Yet  we  have  no  reafon 
to  believe,  that  our  flfliermen  are,  in  any  re- 
fpedt,  inferior  to  the  flihers  of  thofe  days  oa- 
the  lake  of  Gennefaret.  It  would  not  per¬ 
haps  be  difficult  to  prove,  that,  in  point  of 
education,  in  this  part  of  the  ifland  at  leah;,. 
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they  are  even  fuperior.  But  to  render  the  pa¬ 
rallel  complete,  and  to  make  it  tally  pex'fe<ftly 
with  the  infidel  hypothehs  about  the  promul¬ 
gation  of  the  gofpel,  we  muft  conceive  fome- 
ihing  ftill  more  marvellous;  namely,  that  a 
few  fuch  men  in  this  country,  fo  wretchedly 
accoutred,  fo  unfurnilhed  with  human  means, 
friendlefs  and  pennylefs,  unacquainted  with 
every  language  but  their  mother-tongue,  of 
which  they  can  fpcak  only  a  provincial  and. 
barbarous  dialefl,  form  the  vaft  projeeb  of  tra¬ 
velling  Holland,  France,  Germany,  and  the- 
other  countries  on  the  continent,  in  order  to? 
make  converts  abroad,  to  impofe  on  all  man¬ 
kind,  and  to  publiih  throughout  the  world,, 
a  I'cheme  of  doclrine  they  had  previoufly  con-- 
c  erred  among  tliemfelves.  With  the  leaf!  re- 
fieclion  we  fee  the  abfolute  impracticability  of' 
fuch  a  plan,  when  brought  home  to  ourfelves.. 
Indeed  it  is  fo  glaringly  impracticable,  that  it 
is  not  eafy  for  us  to  conceive  that  fuch  an  ex¬ 
travagance  could  ever  enter  into  the  heads  of 
men  in  their  fenfes.  Yet  not  one  jot  better 
equipped  were  the  apoftles,  if  we  abftraCt  from 
fupernatural  aid,  than  fuch  projectors  as  t 
have  now  fuppofed.  In  point  of  language,  a. 
moft  effential  circumftan.ce,  they  could  be  no-, 
way  fuperior 

Now- 

*  The  fpeec'd  of  the  common  people  has  al'vays  moft 
*f  ilie  peculuritics  of  the  province.  We  have  no  rcafoo 
to  ihink  that  the  dialect  of  any  of  the  twelve  was  prefer¬ 
able  ic  that  of  Peter.  Yet  he  was  dettd.cd  at  Jerufahm 
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Now  the  nature  of  things,  my  brethrenj 
was  the  fame  then  that  it  is  at  prefent,  and 
means  which  we  perceive  now  to  be  perfe<Slly 
inadequate,  muft  have  been  always  fo.  I  do 
not  talk  of  the  improbability  that  fuch  fort  of 
men  fhould,  at  the  riik  of  peace,  liberty,  life, 
and  every  thing  valuable,  and  without  any 
imaginable  motive,  have  conceived  a  projedf 
fo  fantaftic,  becaufe  fo  totally  beyond  their 
Iphei  e,  as  that  of  fubverting  all  the  religious 
eftablifhments  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  of  ex¬ 
tirpating  at  once  opinions,  ceremonies,  laws 
which  had  fubfifted  for  many  centuries,  and 
even  whole  orders  in  fockty,  by  fubllituting, 
in  lieu  of  all  thele,.  a  new  theory  of  theirs,  * 
founded  in  a  falfe  ftory  of  their  own  deviling. 
Noi  do  I  talk  of  the  abfurdity  of  imagining, 
as  lome  have  done,  that  men  who  were  nei¬ 
ther  fools  nor  mad  ^and  if  they  had  been  el- 
thei ,  their  fuccefs  w’ould  not  have  been  lels 
unaccountable)  fliould,  in  a  matter  entirely 
fubjetT:ed  to  the  teftimony  of  their  fenfes, 
have  impofed  upon,  themfelves,  and  thought 
they  were  promoting  truth,  if  it  was  not  fo. 
But  I  talk  at  prefent  of  the  impoffibility  of 
fuch  agents  fucceeding  by  natural  means,  in. 
fuch  a  defign,  however  formed.  To  account 
for  the  fuccefs  therefore,  we  mud  necelTari- 
ly  admit  the  divine  original  of  the  whole,  and 

ly  a  fervam-maid,  from  his  uncouth  idiom  and  accent, 
to  be  a  Galilean  ;  at  a  time  when,  we  may  believe,  he 
v-ould  gladly  have  concealed  his  country,  by  dirgudlng  his 
tongue,  if  it  had  been  in  his  power.  Mat.  xxvi.  73. 
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have  I'ecourfe  to  the  concurrence  of  him  who 
“  calleth  the  things  that  are  not,  as  though 

they  were  and  who  alone  can  “  deftroy 

the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  and  bring  to  no*- 
“  thing  the  underftanding  of  the  prudent.” 
"With  fuch  an  almighty  affiftant,  and  no¬ 
thing  lefs  will  account  for  it,  they  might  well 
be  fuperior  to  fear  and  apprehenhon,  and 
might  boldly  challenge  all  human  oppofition, 
and  fay,  “  Where  is  the  wife  ?  where  is  the 
“  feribe  ?  where  is  the  difputer  of  this  world  I 
“  Hath  not  God  made  foolifh  the  wifdom  of 
“  this  world  f  ?  ” 

But  it  will  perhaps  be  urged,  that  the  A- 
poftle  Paul  ought  to  be  confidered  as  an  ex¬ 
ception  from  the  general  remark.  I  have  been 
explaining.  Was  not  he  a  man  of  letters, 
bred  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  a  famous 
Jewifh  do(Etor,  and  inftrtidled  in  all  the  ferip- 
tural  and  traditional  learning  of  the  Jews  ? 
Nay,  does  it  not*  appear,  that  he  was  not 
altogether  unacquainted  with  the  writings  of 
the  Grecian  poets  ?  It  is  indeed  true  ;  and 
as  we  judge  of  every  thing  by  comparifon,  fo- 
when  he  is  compared  wdth  his  brethren  in 
the  apoftolate,  he  may  be  denominated  learn- 
ed.  But  It  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  as  his 
learning  conflfted  chiefly,  I  might  almofl  fay. 
fblely,  in  the  feriptures,  and  the  rabbinical 
doctrine  of  the  Pharlfees,  it  is  notorious  in 
how  little  efteem  that  kind  of  erudition  was 

*  Rom.  iv.  17.  '  •]-  I  Cor.  i.  19.  20. 
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among  the  Gentiles,  of  whom  he  was  emi¬ 
nently  the  apoftle.  Of  whatever  account, 
therefore,  this  knowledge  might  have  been, 
had  his  million  been  only  or  chiefly  to  the 
Jews  ;  I  muft  think,  it  was  of  very  little,  if 
any  at  all,  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  To 
them  all  Jewifli  literature  appeared  no  better 
than  unintelligible,  and  therefore  infignifi- 
cant,  jargon  j  or,  as  Gallio,  the  proconful 
of  Achaia,  contemptuoully  ftyled  it,  “  que- 
“  ftions  of  words  and  names,  and  of  their 
“  law  Whatever  ufe  Paul  might  have 
made  of  his  learning,  in  difputing  with  the 
Jewilh  doRors,  it  could  be  of  no  fervice  in 
his  difputes  with  the  philofophers  of  Greece, 
and  the  literati  of  Rome.  It  is  remarkable, 
therefore,  that  the  only  man  among  the  firfl: 
preachers  of  the  gofpel,  who  was  in  any  de¬ 
gree  qualified  to  cope  with  the  learned  men. 
of  Judea,  was  not  fent  to  them,  but  to  na¬ 
tions  amongfl  whom  his  Plebraiftic  knowledge 
could  give  him  no  advantage.  Whereas  Pe¬ 
ter,  who  is  by  way  of  eminence  ftyled  the  A- 
poftle  of  the  Circumcifion,  as  the  other  is  of 
the  Gentiles  f  ;  (Peter,  I  fay),  though  of 
their  own  country,  was  but  one  of  the  un¬ 
taught  rabble,  who,  on  account  of  the  mean- 
nefs  of  their  birth  and  ftation,  as  well  as  their 
ignorance,  were  by  the  haughty  fcribes  and 
rulers  accounted  the  ref  ufe  of  the  earth. 
“  This  people,”  fay  they',  “  who  know  not. 

f  Gal.  ii,  7.  8. 
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the  law,  are  cuiTed  Nor  could  Paul, 
in  refpedt  of  rank,  claim  great  fuperiority  o- 
ver  the  reft.  He  was  only  a  handicraftfman, 
having  bfeen  bred  a  tent-maker ;  a  bulincfs 
which  he  occafionally  exercifed,  for  the  fup** 
port  of  himfelf  and  his  attendants,  during  his 
apoftlefliip. 

Ay  but  had  not  this  man  all  the  advantage 
refulting  from  the  Grecian  arts  of  logic  and 
rhetoric  ?  Did  he  not  fpeak  their  language 
with  elegance  and  purity  ?  I  know  the  a* 
poftle  has  had  fome  ftrenuous  and  well-mean¬ 
ing  advocates,  efpecially  among  the  moderns, 
not  infidels,  but  Chriftians,  who,  with  more 
zeal  than  judgement,  have  maintained  the  af¬ 
firmative.  .  I  am  far  from  denying,,  that  this 
eminent  fervant  of  our  Lord  poflelTed  con- 
fiderable  talents,  in  refpeff  of  natural  elo¬ 
quence,  depth  of  thought,  ftrength  of  rea- 
foning,  and  nervoufnefs  of  expreffion.  But 
that  his  Greek  diflion  was  pure  and  clallical, 
or  that  in  compofing  he  followed  the  rules 
laid  down  by  rhetoricians,  we  have  the  great- 
eft  reafon  to  deny,  tiis  works  that  are  ex¬ 
tant,  do,  to  every  able  and  candid  judge  of 
thefe  matters,  fhow  the  contrary.  The  con¬ 
trary  was  admitted  by  the  beft  critics  and  c- 
rators  among  the  Greek  fathers,  who  muft 
be  allowed  more  capable  of  judging  of  pro¬ 
priety,  fluency,  and  harmony,  in  their  native 
tongue,  than  any  modern  can  be  in  a  dead 

^  John,  vii,.  49. 
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and  foreign  language  Further,  the  con¬ 
trary  Is  frankly  owned  by  the  apoftle  hlmfelf. 
Nay,  he  Infifts,  that  according  to  the  divine 
counfel  It  muft  be  fo,  this  being  of  a  piece 
with  all  the  other  natural  means  God  had 
employed  in  the  work.  Thus  he  was  “  fent 
to  preach  the  gofpel,”  as  he  tells  us  in  the 
context,  “  not  with  wifdom  of  words.”  Why  ? 
Left  the  crofs  of  Chrift  fhould  be  made  of 
none  effect  f Shall  we  then  maintain 
his  oratorical  talents  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  and 
in  fpite  of  the  irrefragable  reafon  he  adduces 
from  the  analogy  of  the  divine  procedure,  in 
this  whole  difpenfation  ?  It  would  be  paying 
him  but  a  bad  compliment,  to  extol  his  elocu¬ 
tion  at  the  expence  of  his  veracity ;  for  we 
are  under  a  neceffity  of  denying  one  or  other. 
It  appears,  that  his  enemies  made  a  handle  of 
the  rudenefs  and  inelegance  of  his  ftyle,  to 
injure  his  reputation,  efpecially  at  Corinth, 
v/here  oratory  was  much  in  vogue.  But 
though  he  vindicates  himfelf  from  their  other 
cenfures,  he  invariably  admits  the  truth  of 
tliis.  “  Though  rude  in  fpeech,”  fays  he, 
yet  not  in  knowledge  f.”  And,  “  I  came 
^  not  with  excellency  of  fpeech,  or  of  wif- 
“  dom  11.”  ’  And,  “  the  things  of  God  we 
**  fpeak,  not  in  the  words  which  man’s  wif- 
dom  teacheth  **.”  Again,  “  My  fpeech, 
and  my  preaching  was  not  with  enticing 

*  Such  were  Origen  and  ChTyfoftoin. 
f  I  Cor.  i.  17.  J  a  Cor.  xi.  6.  [1  i  Cor.  li.  i. 
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words  of  man’s  wifdom.”  He  affigns  the 
reafon,  the  fame  in  import  with  that  given 
formerly,  “  that  your  faith  Ihould  not  hand 
in  the  wifdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of 
God  Speaking  of  their  fentiments  con¬ 
cerning  him,  “  His  letters,  fay  they,  are 
weighty  and  powerful,  but  his  bodily  pre- 
**  fence  is  weak,  and  his  fpeech  contempt- 
ible  f.”  The  power  aferibed  to  his  letters 
undoubtedly  refers  to  the  fenfe  conveyed  in 
them,  and  the  ardour  of  fpirit  by  which  they 
are  animated.  That  they  did  not  conceive  a- 
ny  part  of  their  merit  to  be  the  purity  or  har¬ 
mony  of  the  ftyle,  is  manifeft  from  the  latter 
part  of  the  charadlcr,  efpecially  when  compa¬ 
red  with  v/hat  is  repeatedly  acknowledged  in 
other  places.  Paul  therefore  had  neither  the 
graces  of  perfon,  nor  the  ornaments  of  elo¬ 
cution,  to  recommend  or  enforce  his  doctrine. 
His  language  to  Greek  ears  muft  have  appear¬ 
ed  idlomatical,  not  to  fay  barbarous.  And  as 
his  fort  of  learning  was  but  ill  adapted  to  the 
people  of  Greece,  Italy,  or  Aha  Minor,  a- 
mongft  whom  his  million  chiefly  lay,  he  did 
not  polTefs  that  fuperiority  over  the  other  a- 
poftles  which  is  commonly  imagined.  Juftly 
therefore  might  wc  apply  to  a  Chrihian  who 
fliould  zealouhy  alTert  the  claffic  purity  of  our 
apoftle’s  ftyle,  the  rebuke  which  our  Lord 
once  gave  to  Peter,  on  an  occalion  not  unli- 
milar  :  “  Thou  favoureft  not  the  things  that 

f  l  Cor.  ii.  4,  5.  -J-  s  Cor,  x.  10. 
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“  be  of  God,  but  the  things  that  be  of  men 
The  weaknefs,  the  infirmity,  or,  if  you  will, 
the  infufficiency  of  thefe  meflengers  of  the 
new  covenant,  was  their  glory,  and  their  boaft. 
Their  motive  was,  ‘^jthat  the  power  of  Chrifi; 
“  might  reft  upon”  them  f,  and  be  majiifeft- 
ed  by  them.  To  men  of  the  world,  indeed, 
the  doftnne  appeared  not  more  foolifh,  than 
the  miniftry  vt^as  weak. 

Mat.  xvi,  .?,3.  >j-  3  Cor,  xii. 
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The  Subjed  continued. 

I  Cor.  I.  25. 

- - ^he  fooVi/hnefs  of  God  is  'wifer  than  meriy 

&nd  the  xveaknefs  of  God  is  Jironger  than  men. 

Part  II. 

IHave  now,  as  I  purpofed  in  the  firft  place, 
fliown  the  inability  of  the  natural  means 
employed  in  promulgating  the  gofpel,  to  effed 
the  end. 

I  PROCEED  to  confider,  fecondly,  the  rapid 
and  unexampled  fuccefs  of  the  means  that  were 
employed.  As  to  the  rapidity  of  the  fuccefs, 
need  I  ufe  many  words  to  evince  a  point  fo 
evident,  and  fo  univerfally  acknowledged  r 
The  canon  of  feripture  was  not  finilhed,  that 
generation  had  not  palTed,  when  Jefus  Chrilf 
had  difciples  and  churches  in  Judea,  Samaria, 
Syria,  Phenicia,  Mefopotamia,  Arabia,  the 
countries  of  Afia  Minor,  Greece,  Macedonia, 
Italy,  Egypt,  and  as  far  as  Ethiopia.  This 
we  learn,  partly  Irom  the  books  of  tlie  New 
Teflament,  partly  from  the  authentic  remains 
cf  the  apoflolic  fathers.  Whilll  the  faith  of 
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the  gofpel  was  deeply  rooted  in  all  thofe  who 
profeiTed  it  ;  whilft  nothing  but  faith  could 
induce  any  one  to  make  the  profeffion  ;  whillh 
the  profelTors  themfelves  were  haralTed  on 
every  lide  with  the  moft  violent  perfecutions, 
—  the  church  of  Chrift,  in  fpite  of  all  op- 
poiition,  and  every  fpecies  of  difcouragenient, 
increafed  daily.  In  lefs  than  three  centuries, 
for  I  reckon  not  from  the  birth  of  Chrift,  but 
as  in  a  computation  of  this  kind  we  ought  to 
reckon  from  the  firft  publication  of  the  go¬ 
fpel  at  Jernfalem  on  the  day  of  Pentecofr, 
(in  lefs  than  three  centuries),  Chriftianity  ha¬ 
ving  pierced  into  Gaul,  Spain,  iiritain,  and- 
the  African  countries  lying  on  the  hicditerra- 
nean,  became  the  predominant  religion  of  the 
Roman  empire,  which  comprehended  the  great¬ 
er  and  better  part  of  the  then  known  tvorld. 
Nor  was  its  extent  limited  by  the  empire.  It 
did  indeed,  with  wonderful  celerity,  over- 
fpread  the  moft  populous  countries  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  Alia,  and  Africa.  Since  its  eftablifli- 
ment  by  human  laws,  it  hath  been  put  on  fo 
different  a  footing,  and  the  methods  taken  for 
propagating  it,  have  been,  on  fome  occafions 
at  leaft,  fo  completely  altered,  and  fo  little 
warranted  by  the  fpirit  and  precepts  of  that 
religion,  that  the  fuccefs  or  want  of  fuccefs 
of  thefe  methods  can  hardly  affect  our  prefent 
argument. 

Now,  as  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that 
the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  preachers  of  the  gofpel 
was  great  and  rapid,  1  maintain  that  it  ftill 
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remains  unexampled.  I  do  not  mean  to  ftatc 
a  comparifon  between  converfion  and  con- 
queH: ;  between  fubduing  the  mind  by  perfua- 
lion,  by  what  our  apohle  emphatically  calls 
t/je  foolijhnejs  of  preaching  *,  and  conquering 
the  body  by  the  fword.  In  the  one,  both  the 
reafon  and  the  will  are  gained  by  teaching 
in  the  other,  a  feigned  alTent  is  fometimes  ex¬ 
torted  by  violence,  and  maintained  by  terror. 
It  does  not  therefore  in  the  leaft  concern  my 
argument,  what  the  fuccefs  was  of  the  Maho¬ 
metan,  1  fay  not  dodtrine,  but  arms.  Their 
engine  was  tvar,  not  preaching.  The  wea* 
pons  of  their  warfare  were  carnal,  thofe  of 
the  gofpel  fpiritual.  Their  aim  was  fubmif- 
hon,  not  belief ;  the  extei'nal  profeffion  of 
the  mouth,  not  the  internal  convidlion  of  the 
underftanding.  When  the  like  methods  came 
to  be  adopted  by  Chriftians,  (for  too  foon, 
alas  !  they  were  adopted,  a  fure  fign  that  the 
religion  of  Jefus  was  then  grofsly  corrupted 
and  debafed),  the  fuccefs  is  doubtlefs- to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  in  the  fame  manner.  Every  can¬ 
did  perfon  will  admit,  that  the  fuccefs  of^Char- 
iemaign  over  the  Saxons,  is  no  more  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  divine  favour,  than  that  of  Mahomet 
over  the  Arabs. 

Eut  when  all  attempts  of  this  kind  are  fet 
alide,  one  will  perhaps  be  at  a  lofs  what  to 
bring  into  comparifon  with  the  firft  promul¬ 
gation  of  the  gofpel.  It  is  not,  however,  for 
want  of  numerous  and  repeated  trials,  even 
*  1  Cor.  i.  ai- 
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in  the  way  of  preaching  ;  but  when  the 
fe£l;  is  inconhderable,  or  not  correfpondent 
to  the  expedtation  raifed,  the  attempt  itfelf 
eomes  gradually  to  be  either  quite  forgotten, 
or  little  minded.  Crufades,  wars,  and  maf- 
facres,  have  not  been  the  only  methods  em-- 
ployed  by  Rome,  not  over-fcrupulous  about 
the  means,  when  the  advancement  of  the  hie¬ 
rarchy,  that  is,  the  extenfion  of  her  empirCj,. 
is  the  end.  She  knows  how  to  employ  preach¬ 
ers,  as  well  as  inquifitors,  executioners,  and. 
foldiers.  Nay,  it  is  no  more  than  doing  her 
juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  no  church  what¬ 
ever,  no  Rate,  no  fociety,  hath  done  half  Icr 
much  in  this  way  as  Are  hath- done.  But  with' 
what  effect  ?  Has  there  appeared,  in  any' 
part  of  the  world,  even  where  her  niifhona-' 
ries  have  been  mofl  numerous,  any  fruits  of 
their  miffions  which  bear  a  refembfance  to 
the  fruits  fo  quickly  produced'  every  where 
by  the  apoRles  of  our  Lord  ?  Let  the  mofe 
fanguine  votaries  of  that  church,  who  know 
any  thing  of  the  matter,  fay  fo,  if  they  dare. 

What  then  is  the  reafon  of  the  diflbrence 
Had  the  latter,  the  apoflles  of  our  Lord,  a- 
ny  advantages  (obferve  I  fpeak  of  human  and 
natural  advantages)  which  the  former,  the: 
Popifh  miffionaries,  had  not  ?  Qiiite  the  re- 
verfe.  Every  fuch  advantage  has  been  on  the 
fide  of  the  mifiionary,  not  one  on  the  fide  of 
the  apoftle.  They  are  not  ignorant-  artifeers' 
ef  the  lowefi:  clafs  whom  Rome  engages  irv 
Rich  a  bufinefs.  She  hath  too  much  worldly- 
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vvlfdom  (notwithftanding  her  arrogant  and 
not  very  confident  pretence  to  miracles)  ever 
to  en.ploy  fuch  meiTcngers.  Neither  do  her 
apoftles  go  without  the  utmoft  preparation, 
that  not  only  a  learned  education,  according 
to  the  times,  can  give  them,  but  fuch  parti¬ 
cular  inftruidions,  ftudy,  and  difcipline,  as 
will  ferve  bed  to  qualify  them  to  accommo¬ 
date  themfelves  to.  tliofe  to  whonr  they  are 
fent,  to  gain  upon  the  people,  and  to  bear 
with  fortitude  the  dlthculties  and  hardfliips 
they  may  be  obliged  to  encounter.  It  is  plain, 
therefore,  that  (lie  puts  no  confidence  in  her 
fupernatural  powers,  and  adls  preciftly  as 
though  fire  were  confcious  fire  had  none.  In¬ 
deed,  fince  the  eftahliflrment  at  Rome  of  tire 
congregation  de  propaganda  Jide,  no  attention, 
no  pains,  no  expence,  have  been  fpared,  that 
could  ferve  for  procuring  all  necefiary  infor¬ 
mation,  in  regard  to  the  languages,  arts, 
manners,  and  cuftoms,  of  tire  different  na¬ 
tions  and  tribes  to  whom  it  is  judged  proper 
ao  fend  preachers  ;  that  they  may  be  furnilh- 
*;d,  as  much  as  pofiibie,  with  every  human 
and  natural  aflifiance  for  the  work  in  v/lrich- 
they  are  engaged.  Yet  what  has  been  the 
fuccefs  hitherto  ?  If  one  rvere  to  judge  by. 
tire  exaggerated  accounts  that  have  fome- 
times  been  given  by  the  nriflionaries  them- 
lelves,  we  fhould  think  them  wonderful  in¬ 
deed.  But  if  we  judge  by  the  more  impartial 
reprefentations  given  by  others,  or  by,  what 
is  ftill  a  better  criterion,  the  remaining  effeds 
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of  their  niiilions,  we  muft  pronounce  them 
inconfidcrable.  In  many  places  there  is  not 
now  a  veftige  of  their  laboui's.  In  other  pla¬ 
ces,  the  traces  that  have  been  left  are,  1  may 
fay,  equivocal,  as  well  as  few.  Father  Charle¬ 
voix,  one  of  their  own  people,  in  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  North-American  favages,  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  miffions  had  been  very  unfuc- 
cefsful  among  them  ;  and,  what  is  more  fur- 
prifmg,  mentions  one  millionary,  who  had 
ingratiated  himfelf  fo  far  with  one  of  their 
tribes,  that  they  would  even  have  chofen  him 
for  their  chief,  who  neverthelefs  had  not  been 
able  to  perfuade  one  lingle  perfon  among  them 
to  embrace  Chriftianity 

Well,  but  if  the  attempts  have  not  proved 
fo  fuccefsful  in  the  Weft,  what  wonders  in 
the  way  of  converfion  have  not  been  perform¬ 
ed  by  a  Saint  Francis  Xavier  and  his  aflbciates 
in  the  Eaft  ?  Indeed  there  is  no  man  in  thefe 
latter  ages  who  has  been  fo  much,,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  fo  defervedly,  celebrated  for  his  labours 
in  this  way,  as  this  friar,  whom  Pvome  hath 
dignified  with  the  title  of  the  Apcjlle  of  the 
Indies.  Fle  was  certainly  a  moft  zealous  pro¬ 
moter  of  a  caufe  which  he  dotibtlefs  believed 
to  be  the  caufe  of  God  His  pious  intentions 
deferve  the  commendation  of  thofe  who  can 
pity  his  errors’  and  abfurdities.  Pvegard  to 
the  voice  of  confcience,  even  though  a  mifin- 
.  formed  confcience,  is  ftiil  refpeftable.  But  is 
it  not  well  known,  that  this  famous  miffiona- 
*  Letter  xxxi. 
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ry  was  not  only  a  man  of  learning,  the  befir 
that  was  then  to  be  had,  but,  along  with  his 
companions,  acled  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
viceroy  of  Goa,  the  metropolis  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  fentlements  in  India  ?  and  where,  for 
the  greater  fecurity  of  the  faith,  they  foom 
thought  proper  to  eftablifli  the  inquhition. 
Is  it  not  evident,  that  in  moft  places  where 
the  miffionru'ies  exercifed  their  fundtion,  they 
were  under  the  protedfion  of  the  vidforious 
fleets  and  armies  of  the  King  of  Portugal  ? 
And  even  where  thefe  had  not  reached,  the 
terror  of  their  name  had  reached,  and  was  of 
no  little  fervke  to  thefe  itinerant  teachers. 
How  unlike  the  cafe  of  the  poor  fifliermen  of 
Galilee  '  Miracles  indeed,  ftupendous  mira¬ 
cles,  were  pretended  to  by  them,  and  thofe 
of  their  party.  For  we  have  only  the  repre- 
prefentations  of  one  fide.  It  is  furprifing  they 
were  fo  often  at  a  lofs  for  one  miraculous 
power,  the  gift  of  tongues,  fo  common  in- 
the  primitive  church,  which  would  have  been 
of  greater  fervice  to  them  than  all  the  red: 
together.  This  however  they  laudably  fup- 
plied  the  beft  way  they  could,  by  the  ufe  of 
interpreters,  as  well  as  by  ftudy  and  applica¬ 
tion. 

An  eminent  French  preacher  of  the  lafi:' 
century  has  affirmed,  in  a  panegyrical  fermon 
on  this  apofile  of  the  Pope,  that  he  fpread  the 
light  of  the  gofpel  through  more  than  three 
thoufand  leagues  of  country,  and  fubjedfed 
»o  led  than  fifty-two  kingdoms  to  Jefus 

Chril^< 


a  proof  of  Its  trutii.  iS^ 

Chrlft.  Thefe  are  big  words  ;  but  where,  I 
pray,  is  that  country  ?  and  where  are  thofe 
kingdoms  ?  This  is  rather  too  violent  an  hy¬ 
perbole,  even  for  an  orator.  The  conquefts 
made  by  the  Portuguefe  arms,  in  like  manner 
as  thofe  made  fince  by  other  European  powers, 
Proteftant  as  well  as  Popifh,  are  not  fiirely 
to  be  called  kingdoms  converted  by  preaching 
the  gofpel.  Yet,  abftracting  from  thefe  fettle- 
ments,  or,  if  ye  will,  ufurpations,  it  would, 
be  difficult  to  point  out  fo  much  as  one  of 
thofe  fifty-two  kingdoms  fubdued  to  Chriflr. 
Of  the  fame  kind  is  that  other  aflertion  in  the 
fame  difcourfe,  that  Xavier  has  more  than 
repaired  in  the  Eaft  all  the  hurt  done  to  Rome 
by  Luther,  and  Calvin,  and  the  other  re¬ 
formers  (herefiarchs,  as  he  terms  them)  in 
the  Weft.  Can  there  be  a  clearer  demonftra- 
tion  of  the  little  regard  that  is  due  to  the 
word  of  a  panegyrift  and  partyman  ?  At  this 
day,  even  in  the  'Eaft,  thofe  reformers  have 
more  difciples  than  Rome  has.  But,  alas  !  It 
is  not  by  what  the  apoftle  calls  the  fooHJIenefs 
of  preaching  that  difciples  have  been  gained 
there  to  either  fide.  The  greater  part  have 
been  tranf’planted  from  Europe,  or  are  the  de- 
feendents  of  thofe  who  were  firft  tranfplanted 
thither,  'i’he  reft  are  the  efi^’ecls  more  of  coa^- 
queft  than  of  converfion. 

But  what  lhall  be  faid  of  theYvonderful  fuc- 
cefs  of  Xavier  in  the  iflands  of  Japan  ?  It 
was  indeed  as  fignal  as  it  has  proved  tranfito- 
ry.  Nothing  could  he  more  promifing  than 
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the  appearances  were  for  fome  time.  But 
there  was  a  latent  feed  of  corruption  in  the 
doflrine  which  thofe  milTionaries  unknowing¬ 
ly  mifnamed  the  gofpel,  that,  fpringing  up, 
produced  a  plentiful  crop  of  its  ordinary 
fruits,  pride,  ambition,  violence,  and  faction. 
Thefe  provoked  a  perfecution,  which  quickly 
terminated  in  the  total  extinffion  of  that  in¬ 
fant  church.  Francis  Solier,  a  Jefuit,  who 
writes  the  ecclefiaflic  hiftory  of  Japan,  ex- 
prefles  his  aflonifliment,  that  God  fhould 
have  permitted  the  blood  of  fo  many  martyrs 
to  be  Ihed,  without  ferving  (as  in  the  firft  a* 
ges  of  Chrihianity)  as  a  fruitful  feed  for  pro¬ 
ducing  new  Chriftians.  But  this  can  be  no 
matter  of  wonder  to  the  intelllg'ent  believer. 
The  truth  is,  the  caufe  was  not  more  differ¬ 
ent  at  that  time,  (though  under  the  fame 
name),  from  what  it  had  been,  than  were  the 
ufual  methods  by  which  it  was  propagated. 
“  The  Chrlftianity  of  the  fixteenth  century,” 
fays  a  late  writer,  “  had  no  right  to  hope  for 
“  the  fame  favour  and  protection  from  God, 
“  as  the  Chrhlianity  of  the  three  frft  centu- 
ries.  The  latter  was  a  benign,  gentle,  and 
patient  religion,  which  recommended  to 
“  fubjedls  fiibmiffion  to  their  fovereign,  and 
“  did  not  endeavour  to  raife  itfelf  to  the 
throne  by  rebellion.  But  the  Chriftianity 
“  preached  to  the  infidels  of  the  fixteenth 
century  was  far  different.  It  was  a  bloody, 
“  murtherous  religion,  that  had  been  inured 
to  daughter  for  ffve  or  iix  hundred  years. 
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It  had  contracSled  a  very  long  habit  of  main- 

raining  and  aggrandizing  itfelf  by  plotting 
“  to  the  fword  all  that  refifted  it.  Fires,  ex- 
“  editions,  the  dreadful  tribunal  of  the  in- 
‘‘  quilition,  crufades,  bulls  exciting  fubjedls 
‘‘  to  I'ebellion,  feditious  preachers,  confpira- 
“  cies,  aflaffinations  of  princes,  were  the  or- 

dinary  methods  employed  againft  thofe  who 
“  refufed  fubmiffion  to  its  orders  The 

ingenuous  confeffion  of  a  Spaniard,  more  ho* 
nelh,  it  would  appear,  than  wife,  may  be 
pleaded  in  juftidcation  of  the  fanguinary  pre¬ 
cautions  taken  by  the  Emperor  of  Japan.  Be¬ 
ing  alked  by  the  King  ot  TolTa,  one  of  the 
Japancfe  ifles,  and  probably  one  of  the  fifty- 
two  kingdoms  mentioned  by  Eourdaloue,  Flow 
the  King  of  Spain  got  pofleffion  of  fo  great 
an  extent  of  country  in  both  hemifpheres  ? 
he  anfwered  frankly,  That  he  ufed  to  fend 
friars  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  foreign  nations  ; 
and  that,  after  having  converted  a  confider- 
able  number  of  Fleathens,  he  fent  his  forces, 
who,  joining  with  the  new  converts,  con¬ 
quered  the  country.  The  Chriftians  in  that 
ifland  (fuch  Chriftians  as  they  were)  paid  dear 
for  this  indifcreet  confcflion.  Poor  then,  if 
we  may  judge  by  the  prefent  effedls,  has  been 
the  fuccefs  of  their  miffions  among  barbarians. 
Have  they  fucceeded  better  in  civilized  na¬ 
tions  ?  Their  millions  in  China,  it  is  ti’ue, 
have  fubfifted  for  centuries.  But  will  the  can- 

'*  General  Diftionary,  Articl-e  Japan,  Note  E. 
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did  and  judicious,  even  of  that  communion, 
fay,  that  the  confequences  have  been  propor¬ 
tioned  to  what  might  have  been  expedted 
from  the  affiduity,  labour,  and  expence  be- 
beftovved  on  them  ?  Moft  Roman  Catholics 
themfelves  conlider  the  greater  part  of  the 
Chinefe  profelytes,  as  more  than  half  Pagans 
hill.  What  will  Proteftants  then  reckon 
them  ? 

I  know  not  any  thing  done  by  Romanifls  in 
modern  times,  that  appears  more  favourable, 
than  what  has  been  eSedted  by  fome  Jefuits 
in  the  inland  parts  of  South  America  in  the 
country  called  Paraguay.  But  of  this,  I  am 
afraid,  we  have  not  yet  fufficient  knowledge 
to  enable  us  to  form  a  judgement  that  can  be 
depended  on.  Some  things,  however,  will 
deferve  our  notice,  that  we  may  be  fatisfied 
that  there  is  no  fimiliarity  in  this  cafe  to  the 
primitive  publication  of  the  gofpel.  In  the 
hrfk  place,'  thofe  Jeftiits  are  to  be  confidered 
more  as  the  founders  of  a  polity  than  as  the 
publilliers  of  a  I'eligion.  Religion  Indeed 
makes  an  eflential  part  of  their  eftablilhment  j 
Rill  it  is  but  a  part.  Nothing  could  be  more 
oppofite  to  the  condudt  of  the  apoftles,  whofe 
foie  objedt  was  to  preach  the  dodlrine  and  law 
of  Chrift,  and,  without  interfering  in  the  lead: 
with  the  rights  of  civil  governors,  to  bring 
men  every  where  to  the  obedience  of  the 
faith.  I  obferve,  fecondly,  that  inflead  of 
thofe  poor,  illiterate,  and  obfeure  men,  who 
firft  promulged  to  the  world  the  everlafting 

gofpel 


a  proof  of  its  truth.  ip3 

gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God,  we  have  here  fome 
feledt  members  of  an  opulent,  learned,  and 
political  fociety,  who  were  cai'eful  to  be  pre- 
vioufly  inftrudted  in  the  language,  manners, 
and  religious  obfervanccs  of  the  people  whom 
they  were  to  teach  ;  men  who  had  mofl  at¬ 
tentively  fludied  the  policy  of  the  ancient 
South- American  flates,  particularly  of  the 
Incas  of  Peru,  and  the  arts  they  had  fuccefs- 
fully  employed  in  fubduing  the  ferocity  of 
their  neighbours.  I  obferve,  thirdly,  that  it 
was  more  by  inCinuation,  and  indireclly,  than 
by  open  and  profefled  teaching,  that  the 
knowdedge  of  Chriftianity  was  introduced  by 
them.  Their  diredt  and  only  objedl  long  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  to  teach  thofe  favages  agricul¬ 
ture,  the  mod:  necelTary  manufactures,  the 
art  of  building,  and  the  other  arts  mod  con¬ 
ducive  to  civilization  *,  and  when  in  this  way 
they  had  fufficiently  recommended  themfelvcs 
to  their  confidence,  to  take  occafion  of  incul¬ 
cating,  efpecially  on  the  children  intruded  to 
tjieir  care,  their  religious  principles.  The  me¬ 
thod  of  the  apodles  was  much  diorter  ;  they 
did  not  find  the  lead  necedity  for  fuch  artifi¬ 
cial  management. 

Nor  v/as  it  only  in  South  America  that  the 
Popidi  miflionaries  found  it  convenient  to  re¬ 
cur  to  thefe  arts.  Of  how  much  confequence 
it  has  been  for  promoting  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Chinefe  midion,  that  thofe  charged  with  it 
were  able  mathematicians,  adronomers,  geo¬ 
graphers,  phyficians,  and  natural  philofo- 
VoL.  III.  R  phers ; 
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pliers  ;  and  how  much  their  knowledge  in  the 
feiences  conduced  to  procure  them  the  atten¬ 
tion  and  rerpe£l  of  the  natives,  all  the  world 
♦  knows.  Wheie  was  the  man  of  thefe  modern 
apoftles,  who  could  fay,  as  the  Apoftle  Paul, 
the  poor  Plebrew  artifan,  did  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians,  “  I  deterniined  not  to  know  any  thing 
“  among  you,  fave  Jefus  Chrill,  and  him 
crucified  ?  ”  Short,  we  may  believe,  would 
have  been  their  abode  in  China,  and  in  other 
places  too,  had  they  proceeded  on  this  plan. 
But  Paul  needed  not  to  depend  on  any  hu¬ 
man  fupplements  or  affihances  whatever.  No 
two  things  indeed  could  be  more  unlike,  or 
rather  greater  contrafts,  in  all  refpe^ls,  than 
the  firfl  ambalTadors  and  the  Lift,  thofe  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift  and  thofe  of  the  Pvoman  PontilP. 
The  lafi:  vi^ere  poflefied  of  thofe  accomplhh- 
ments  which  preferved  them  from  appearing 
dcfpicable  to  any ;  the  manifeft  fuperiority  of 
their  knowledge  in  the  elegant,  as  well  as  in 
many  of  the  ufeful  arts,  made  them  be  re- 
fpefted  as  almofl:  a  fuperior  order  of  beings, 
even  by  thofe  whom  they  could  not  perfuade 
to  turn  Chriftian.  The  firft,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  on  account  of  their  low  rank,  and  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  were  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be,  iii  many  refpe^ts,  but  weak 
and  contemptible  infiruments,  even  by  thofe 
who  were  converted  by  their  minifiry.  This 
was  evidently  the  cafe  of  him  who  of  them  all 
had  the  befi:  pretenfions  to  knowledge  and  e- 
ditcadon.  Not  to  mention  the  pageantry,  e- 
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ven  the  rich  facerdotal  veftments  tifed  by  the 
Romidi  clergy  in  their  worflrip  are  naturally 
fitted  to  make  an  imprefiion  on-  the  fenfes, 
not  only  of  barbarians,  but  of  the  weak  and 
fuperftitious  even  ■  of  polifhed  nations.  How 
different  muff  the  ordinary  and  homely  gar¬ 
ments  of  the  primitive  preachei's  have  appear¬ 
ed,  worn  conffantiy  in  their  peregrinations  ! 
for  they  were  not  permitted  to  carry  with  - 
them  fo  much  as  a  change  of  raiment  *.  Nor 
is  this  fo  trivial  a  circumftance  as  to  feme  per¬ 
haps,  on  a  fuperficial  view,  it  will  appear. 
Yet  after  all,  with  every  human  and  natural 
advantage,  what  have  been  the  fruits  of  the 
laff  labourers  compared  with  thofe  of  the 
firft  ?  Have  we  not  gotten  ample  reafon,  in 
this  view  alfo,  to  adopt  the  apoftle’s  words, 
and,  on  contrafting  Chriff’s  humble  delegates 
to  the  accompliflied  ambaffadors  of  Rome,  to 
fay,  “  Where,  now,  is  the  wife  ?  where  is 
“  the  feribe  ?  where  is  the  difputer  of  this- 
“  world  ?  Hath  not  God  made  foolifh  the 
wifdoin  of  this  world  ?  For  God  hath  cho- 
fen  the  foolifla  things  of  this  world  to  con- 
“  found  the  wife,  the  weak  to  confound  the 
“  mighty,  the  bafe  and  the  defpifed,  yea  and 
“  things  that  are  not  to  bring  to  nought  things 
“  that  are,  that  no  flelh  Ihould  glory  in  his 
prefence.  For  the  foolifltnefs  of  God  is 
“  wifer  than  men,  and  the  weaknefs  of  God 
is  ffronger  than  men.”  If  riches  and  learn- 
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ing,  and  tlic  moft  refined  policy,  with  the 
countenance  and  fupport  of  the  fecular 
powers,  cannot,  though  combined,  accomplifh 
what,  in  oppofition  to  all  thefe,  is  effedled 
with  eale  by  poverty  and  illiterate  fimplicity, 
can  vve  helitate  a  moment  in  pronouncing, 
T/hs  is  the  jinger  of  Cod. 

I  PROCEED,  in  the  lajl  place,  to  the  Im¬ 
provement  we  ought  to  make  of  the  doilrine 
now  explained. 

The  firjl  ufe  It  points  to,  Is  to  flrengthea 
our  faith  in  the  divine  original  of  the  holy 
religion  we  profefs.  This  Is  the  immediate 
conclufion  of  the  premifTes  I  have  been  illu- 
llrating  and  fupporting.  For  if  there  was  ah 
utter  inability  in  the  natural  means  employed 
in  propagating  the.  gofpel,  without  divine  in- 
terpofition,  to^effefluate  the  end}  if  the  end 
neverthelefs  has  by  thefe  means  been  effeflua- 
ted  in  a  way  which  no  human  and  natural  ad¬ 
vantages  whatever  could"  emulate,  it  muft  have 
been  accompanied  by  divine  interpofition. 
Our  religion  is  therefore  of  God,  and  not  of 
man. 

If  we  do  not  enjoy  the  advantage  of  being 
eye-witnefl’es  of  prefent  miracles,  we  have 
fufficient  evidence  of  thofe  performed  in  an¬ 
cient  times.  We  have  not  only  the  amplefi: 
and  moft  unexceptionable  teftimony  that  they 
were  performed,  but  we  have  fo  many  and 
fo  remarkable  confequences  of  the  perform¬ 
ance,  as  it  is  utterly  impolEble  for  us  other- 
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wife  to  account  for.  Nor  is  this  a  modern 
view  of  the  matter,  aritlng,  as  might  be  fup- 
pofed,  from  our  ignorance,  and  the  diftaace 
of  that  period.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very 
ancient  and  ftriking  argument,  and  Teems  from 
the  firfl  ceaflng  of  miraculous  powers,  to 
have  aftedled  every  judicious  and  refiecTcing 
Chriftian.  Obferve  how  Auguftine,  who  li¬ 
ved  about  fourteen  hundred  years  earlier  than 
we,  and  who  had  good  occalion  to  know 
what  the  effefts  of  the  apoftolic  labottrs  had 
been,  argues  with  the  infidels  of  his  day  from 
the  fame  topic.  “  If,”  fays  he,  “  ye  will 
“  not  believe  the  miracles  of  the  apofiles,  ye 
“  muft  at  leall  believe  this  miracle,  that  ther 
“  world  was,  by  fuch  inflruments,  without 
“  miracles,  converted.”  This  was,  in  his 
judgement,  as  it  is,  for  the  reafons  I  have  al- 
figned,  alfo  in  mine,  more  incredible,  or,  if 
ye  will,  more  miraculous,  than  all  the  mi¬ 
racles  which  the  gofpel  requires  us  to  believe. 
I  repeat  it,  the  reality  of  the  fupernatuval 
faffs  recorded  in  holy  writ,  is  the  only  plau- 
fible,  the  only  rational  account  that  can  be 
given  of  the  efFeffs  produced,  both  on  the 
firfl  propagators  of  the  faith  themfelves,  and 
on  their  hearers,  Jews  and  Gentiles  of  all  de¬ 
nominations.  On  every  other  hypothefis,  at 
every  ffep  I  advance,  I  meet  with  difficulties 
infurmountable.  To  fay,  that  thofe  poor^ 
fimple,  unbred,  ignorant,  timid  men,  pur- 
pofcly  devifed  fo  unfeafible  an  impofture,  and, 
wretchedly  ill-provtded  as  they  were  for  fo 
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defj^erate  an  interprife,  attempted  at  all  rilks 
to  perfuade  the  world,  on  their  word,  to  re¬ 
ceive  it,  is  to  me  an  abfurdity  equal  to  any 
th^t  can  be  found  in  the  moft  legendary  per- 
lorinauce.  I  do  not  find  it  one  jot  more  ad- 
millible,  to  affirm,  that  they  had  previoufly 
impofed  upon  themfelves,  and  believed  the 
faH'thoods  they  advanced.  No  enthufiafm, 
no  lanaticiTm,  nothing  lefs  than  infanity,  will 
account  for  fuch  delnfion,  in  a  matter',  not 
of  opinion  or  fpeculation,  but  (as  it  was  to 
them)  offenfe,  of  fight  and  feeling.  And  if 
TO  all  their  other  difadvantages,  they  were- 
really  infane  or  frantic,  their  fuccefs  will,  if 
poffible,  be  fiill  more  wonderful.  Such  is 
the  misfortune  of  the  infidel  folutions  of  this 
matter,  that  if  you  attempt  to  lighten  any 
part  of  their  fcheme  of  thofe  weights  that  op- 
prefs  it,  you  are  fure  to  lay  a  heavier  load 
on  feme  other  part.  And  indeed,  without 
the  addition  of  madnefs  or  idiocy,  the  fuc- 
cels  of  fuch  men  in  fuch  an  undertaking, 
fu.ppoilng  no  interpofal  of  Keaven,  requires 
y  greater  iliaie  of  credulity  to  admit,  than 
Will  be  found  requifite  in  a  reafonable  Chri- 
Ixian. 

God  hath  not,  in  xefpefl  of  revealed,  any 
more  than  in  refpe^l:  of  natural  religion,  left 
liimfelf  '.^/ithout  a  witnefs.  Sufficient  evidence 
has  been  and  will  be  always  given.  But  dif¬ 
ferent  forts  of  evidence  fuit  the  different  ftages 
of  the  church.  Vifible  miracles  were  proper, 
they  M'crs  e'/en  neceffary,  to  attefi  a  revela- 
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tion  pretending  to  be  from  God  ;  an  event 
really  miraculous,  but  needing  atteftation, 
becaufe  not  fenfibly  fo  to  thofe  who  did  not 
receive  it  iinmediately  from  Heaven.  The 
fruits  produced  by  the  miracles  then  wrought, 
and  which,  on  every  other  fuppolicion  but 
the  truth  of  the  miracles,  are  totally  inexpli¬ 
cable  ;  and  the  fulfilment  of  prophecies  then 
given,  which  we  may  call  intelligible,  if  not 
palpable,  miracles,  are  the  evidences  that  fuit 
more  the  maturity  of  the  church.  The  in- 
trinfic  evidence  ariling  from  the  nature  and 
genius  of  the  dirpenfadon  itfelf,  belongs  a- 
like  to  evei'y  period.  Things  are  better  ba¬ 
lanced  than,  we  imagine.  In  the  third  and 
fourth  centuries  they  had  a  nearer,,  and  there¬ 
fore  doubtlefs  a  difi;in£l:er  view  of  the  amazing^ 
fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  firfi;  preaching 
of  the  gofpel,  notwlthftanding  all  the  difad- 
vantages  the  preachers  laboured  under.  But 
then  they  could  not  know  fo  well  -from  expe¬ 
rience  as  we  of  later  ages  may,  that  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  all  human  talents,  natural 
and  acquired,  though  combined  together,  to- 
produce  a  parallel  to  that  fuccefs.. 

Let  us  not  therefore  fancy  ourfelves  excu- 
fed  in  our  unbelief,  or  difobedience,  becaufe 
we  have  not  precifely  that  fort  of  evidence 
which  others  had.  If  we  relifi;  fufiacient  evi¬ 
dence,  we  are  equally  culpable  with  thofe 
who  were  regardlefs  of  ail  the  proofs,  thofe 
demonftrations  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power, 
that  were  given  by  our  Lord  and  his  apoflles,. 
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If  we  do  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  thofe  of 
that  age,  we  do  not  labour  under  their  difad- 
vantages,  which  are  more  coniiderable  than 
we  perhaps  are  aware  of.  Such  are  the  in¬ 
veterate  prejudices  which  their  education  had 
infufed,  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  doctrine, 
and  the  contempt,  nay  even  the  ridicule, 
which  the  paltry  appearance  (as  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  world  we  fliould  term  it)  of  thofe 
heavenly  ambafladors  could  not  fail  to  create. 
Thefe  things  tend  more  to  preclude  attention 
and  inquiry  than  men  are  apt  to  think.  It  is 
with  the  underftanding,  the  eye  of  the  mind, 
as  with  the  bodily  eyes.  However  good  they 
are,  and  however  ftrong  the  light  may  be, 
they  will  never  perceive  that  from  which  they 
are  always  turned. 

I  OBSERVE,  fecondly.  That  from  any  thing 
hitherto  advanced  we  cannot  julHy  infer  the 
inutility  of  human  learning  in  the  caufe  of 
religion.  It  was  for  a  fpecial  reafon,  and  in 
lingular  circumftances,  that  God  was  pleafed 
to  reject  the  ufe  of  it  in  the  firfb  promulga¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpel.  When  this  new  difpenfa- 
tion  was  uflaered  into  the  world,  that  its  ori¬ 
gin  might  be  no  wife  equivocal,  the  aid  of 
power,  riches,  learning,  and  oratory,  which 
have  great  influence  on  the  minds  of  men, 
was  abfolutely  rejected  ;  the  very  reverfe  w'ere 
chofen  in  the  inflruments  God  faw  meet  to 
employ,  weaknefs,  poverty,  ignorance  of  the 
^"orld,  and  of  the  arts  and  fciences  j  that 
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no  confiderate  perfon  might  be  at  a  lofs  to 
what  to  afcribe  the  effefls  produced  ;  that  the 
excellency  of  the  power,  to  the  conviflion 
of  every  impartial  fpefVator,  might  be  of  God, 
and  not  of  man.  There  was  a  time,  and  a 
time  of  great  danger  too,  it  was  in  the  reign 
of  Jehofhaphat,  when  God  by  his  prophet 
commanded  his  people  not  to  be  difmayed, 
or  even  to  fight  for  the  common  fafety  ;  tell¬ 
ing  them,  that  the  battle  was  God’s  ;  that 
they  needed  only  to  ftand  ftill,  and  fee  the 
falvation  of  the  Lord  with  them  *.  In  like 
manner,  when  God  delivered  Ifrael  from  the 
Midianites,  by  the  hand  of  Gideon,  of  an 
army  of  thirty-two  thoufand  he  permitted 
only  three  hundred  to  go  to  battle,  and  with 
fo  fmall  a  force  totally  routed  an  innumerable 
hoft  of  aliens  f .  But  neither  of  thefe  cafes 
was  according  to  the  ufual  procedure  of 
Providence.  On  all  ordinary  occaflons  it  was 
the  exprefs  command  of  Heaven  to  all  that 
were  capable,  to  fight  for  their  brethren, 
their  fons,  and  their  daughters,  their  wives, 
and  t.hcii\  houfes,  remembering  the  Lord, 
who  is  great  and  terrible,  and  confiding  in 
him  f.  It  is  only  in  extraordinary  cafes  (fuch. 
as  the  firft  promulgation  of  the  gofpel)  that 
the  ordinary  means  are  difpenfed  with.  Thefe 
are  in  part  the  talents  which  God  requires  us 
to  lay  out  in  his  fervice. 

*  ^  Chron.  xx.  14.  See.  f  Judg.  vii.  i.  &c. 

%  Nch..  iv.  14. 
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There  have  been  feme  who,  without  at¬ 
tending  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  cafe,  have 
ralhly  concluded  from  fome  exprefiions  in 
the  New  Teftament,  that  learning  of  every 
kind  is  rather  an  obftruftion  than  a  help  in 
propagating  religion.  But  on  this  topic  they 
preferve  no  uniformity  in  their  manner  of 
arguing.  Who  will  deny,  that  we  ought  to 
ftudy  the  language  of  foreigners,  before  we 
attempt  to  inftrudt  them  ?  Yet  this  branch 
of  learning  was  as  much  fuperfeded  by  the 
gift  of  tongues,  fo  common  in  the  apoftolic 
church,  as  the  other  branches  were  by  the  o-> 
ther  fupernatural  gifts.  And  they  were  all 
fet  ahde  for  the  fame  reafon  *,  not  a  natural 
unfitnefs,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  natural 
Jitnefsj  for  attracling  refpedl,  and  producing 
perfuafion  *,  fince,  in  confequence  of  this  fit- 
'  nefs,  the  effect  might  erroneoufly  be  aferibed 
to  them  j  and  the  miraculous  interpofition  of 
Heaven,  to  which  alone  it  ought  to  be  attri¬ 
buted,  might  be  excluded  or  overlooked.  In 
that  fingular  cafe,  the  battle  was  God’s  pecu¬ 
liarly.  "  The  people  were  to  hand  ftill,  and 
fee  his  falvation.  Nothing  was  to  be  done 
but  by  particular  dire£lion.  Now  he  chufes 
to  operate  by  the  intervention  of  natural 
means,  and  commands  us  to  quit  us  like  men, 
affiduoufly  to  exert  every  talent  that  may  witit 
probability  be  profitably  employed  in  this  fer- 
vice.  The  common  reply,  though  true,  is 
not  fatisfaftory,  That  human  learning  has  by 
jnifapplication  been  greatly  abufed  in  matters 
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of  religion  ;  for  what  talent  Is  there  that  has 
not  been  abufed  and  mifapplied  ?  But  if,  on 
account  of  the  abufe,  we  were  to  renounce 
the  ufe  of  a  thing  in  itfelf  good,  all  means 
whatever  ought  to  be  laid  ahde.  Even  preach¬ 
ing,  than  which  nothing  has  been  more  abu¬ 
fed,  muft  be  given  up  for  ever. 

Let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  what  was 
faid  in  regard  to  the  ufe  made  of  arts  and 
fciences  by  the  Popilh  miffionaries,  was  with 
a  view  to  condemn  or  difcredit  fuch  expe¬ 
dients.  It  was  only  'with  an  intention  to 
fhow,  that  there  were  many  caufes  to  which 
the  fuccefs  of  thofe  miffionaries,  comparative¬ 
ly  little,  might  be  attributed,  without  recur¬ 
ring  to  miracles  ;  whereas  there  was  nothing 
that  could  account  for  the  aftonilhing  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  the  apollles,  in  whom  all  thofe  ad¬ 
vantages  were  wanting,  but  miracles  alone. 
It  was  not  to  depretiate  the  wifdom  of  man, 
but  to  Ihow  that  the  foolilhnefs  of  God  is 
wifer.  So  far  from  condemning  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  this,  I  approve,  I  applaud  their 
zeal,  their  folicitude,  their  perfeverance.  I 
only  regret  they  are  fo  much  miflaken  in  the 
obje(ft ;  and  that  it  is  not  for  the  Ample  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jefus,  that  thefe  qualities  are  exer- 
cifed.  i  exceedingly  regret,  that  it  has  fared 
with  the  gofpel  in  their  hands,  as  it  did  with 
the  Mofaic  law  in  the  hands  of  the  fcribes  and 
Pharifees  j  that  the  precepts  and  gloiles  of 
men  have  corrupted  and  disfigured  the  word 

of 


£04 


The  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  Ser.  1 1. 

of  God  j  and  that  the  traditions  of  the  Ro-  * 
mifli,  as  formerly  of  the  Jewifli  rabbis,  have, 
in  many  inhances,  rendered  the  divine  com¬ 
mandment  of  none  effeff.  If  our  induftry 
were  equal  to  theirs,  we  might  well  expert 
fuperior  fuccefs  fi’om  the  fuperiority  of  our 
caufe.  Let  us  not  hefitate  to  take  example 
in  what  is  praife-worthy  from  thofe  whom  in 
other  refpefts  we  difapprove.  Our  Lord  did 
not  fcruple  to  recommend  to  his  difciples,  as 
a  leflbn  of  px’udence,  the  provident  care  e- 
ven  of  an  unfaithful  fteward  :  “  For  the  chil- 
dren  of  this  world,”  fays  he,  “  are  in 
their  generation  wifer  than  the  children 
**  of  light  The  Romanifts  claim  the 

high  prerogative  of .  working  miracles  j  yet 
they  purfue  fuch  politic  meafures  as  fhow  that 
they  lay  no  ftrefs  upon. that  privilege.  There 
are,  on  the  other  hand,  enthuliafts,  who, 
though  they  do  not  in  words  arrogate  fu- 
pernatural  power,  a6t  as  if  they  pofleffed  it, 
treating  with  contempt  the  ordinary  and  natu-  iJ 
ral  means.  Both  are  in  extremes.  And  I 
fliall  only  fay  of  them,  that  if  the  latter  fpeak 
with  more  honelfy,  the  former  with  more  . 
judgement.  , 

Still  however  we  are  to  be  underftood  with  , 
this  limitation,  that  the  means  employed  muft  'Jj 
never  be  repugnant  to  the  unalterable  rule  of  Jjl 
truth  and  right,  or  to  the  fpirit  of  that  holy  U 

*  Luke,  xvi.  2. 
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religion  which  we  deflre  to  propagate.  A 
good  end  will  never  fan£lify  bad  means.  Men 
have  too  often,  in  the  caufe  of  God,  as  they 
pretended,  had  recourfc  to  deceit  and  vio¬ 
lence.  Thefe  unhallowed  inftruments,  fo  con¬ 
tradictory  to  the  precepts,  and  fo  fubverfive  of 
the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  they  have  thought  they 
confecrated,  by  chriftening  them  pious  frauds^ 
'wholefome  feverities.  Let  us  ever  remem¬ 
ber,  that  it  is  impoffible  that  the  God  of  mer¬ 
cy  and  truth  ftiould  accept  fuch  deteftable  of¬ 
ferings  :  “  Thou  (halt  deftroy  them  that  fpeak 
leafing,”  fays  David.  “  The  Lord  will  abhor 
“  both  the  bloody  and  the  deceitful  man 

I  OBSERVE,  thirdly i  and  I  conclude  with 
it,  that  though  in  thefe  days  no  millions  can 
hope  for  fuccefs  comparable  to  that  which 
attended  the  miniftry  of  the  apofiles,  this 
confideration  ought  not  to  difeourage  fuch 
attempts,  or  leflen  the  ardour  of  Chrifiians 
for  the  advancement  of  the  gofpel.  It  was 
fitting  that  the  minifiry  of  the  Son  of  God, 
and  of  his  feledt  fervants,  by  whom  the  foun- 
^  dations  of  the  church  were  laid,  fhould  be 
i  iignalized  by  the  mofl:  glorious  manifeftations 
j  of  divine" prefence  and  agency.  This  was  to 
ferve  to  all  future  ages  as  a  proof  that  the 
i  commiffion  caine  from  God.  But  let  it  not 
be  fufpedfed  by  any,  that  God  will  ever  fail 
‘i  to  countenance  the  caufe  of  his  Son,  the 

i  *  Pfal.  v.  6. 
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caufe  of  truth  and  virtue,  and  to  honour 
thofe  with  his  approbation  who  exert  thena- 
felves  to  promote  it.  For  one  to  fay,  ‘  Be- 
*  caufe  I  cannot  do  good  equal  to  that 
‘  which  with  the  aid  of  miracles  the  firft 
‘  preachers  of  the  gofpel  did,  I  will  do  none 
“  at  all,’ I  would  be  talking  neither  like  a 
Chriftian,  nor  like  a  reafonable  perfon.  The 
great  and  the  rich  have  it  in  their  power  to 
be  more  extenlively  ufeful  to  their  fellow- 
creatures  than  the  ignoble  and  the  poor ; 
are  the  latter  therefore  exempted  from  being 
as  ufeful  as  they  can  ?  God  required!  of  e- 
very  man  according  to  what  he  hath,  and 
jiot  according  to  what  he  hath  not  *.  Will 
it  be  a  good  apology  for  the  fervant  who 
receives  one  talent,  to  fay,  *  Becaitfe  I  rc- 
‘  ceived  not,  like  fome  others,  five  talents, 
‘  I  thought  it  unnecefiary  to  employ  myfelf 
“  in  the  improvement  of  fo  fmall  a  flock  ?  ’ 
The  cafe  of  individuals,  and  that  of  whole 
generations,  is  in  this  refpe£l  limilar.  To 
do  what  w'e  can  to  diffufe  the  light  of  the 
gofpel,  and  communicate  the  benefits  there¬ 
of  to  others,  is  what  every  motive  of  piety 
to  God  and  benevolence  to  men  requires  of 
!is.  And  we  may  fay,  with  the  greatcft  ju- 
ftice,  that  norje  deferve  better  of  mankind, 
than  thofe  whofe  labour  and  w.  alth  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  promoting  the  Intereft  of  their  fel- 
iQw-creatures,  the  mofl  valuable  for  time 
and  for  eternity.  For  this  reafon,  the  dif- 
*  a  Cor.  viii. 
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ciples  of  Jefus  ,will  entertain  a  due  venera¬ 
tion  for  that  truly  Chriftian  and  truly  Patrio¬ 
tic  Society,  "who  have  honoured  me  with 
their  commands  to  addrefs  you  on  this  occa- 
lion.  Their  afllduous  attention  has  long  been 
fixed,  and  by  the  bleiling  of  Heaven  has  not 
been  fixed  in  vain,  on  the  moft  fublime  and 
important  of  all  objefls,  the  extcnfion  of 
the  kingdom  of  Meffiah,  and  the  falvation 
of  the  fouls  of  men.  I  fpeak  not  thus  to 
convince  you  of  the  juft  title  they  have  to 
your  efteem.  This  is  a  very  finall  matter  to 
thofe  who  feek  not  the  praife  of  men,  but 
that  which  cometh  from  God,  th-e  omni- 
fcient  and  unerring  Judge.  But  I  fpeak  to 
awaken  the  fame  zeal  in  the  breafts  of  you, 
my  hearers,  and  to  excite  every  one  of  this 
alTembly,  to  co-operate  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power^  in  promoting  the  fame  noble  ends. 

And  let  us  all  add  fervent  prayers  to  fire- 
nuous  and  virtuous  endeavours.  “  Pray,” 
faitl  David  “  for  the  peace  of  Jerufalem.” 
Our  Jerufalem  is  the  church  of  Chrift,  the 
antitype  of  that  metropolis,  the  true  city  of 
the  great  King.  Of  her  we  may  juftly  fay, 
“  They  fliall  profper  that  love  thee.  Peace 
“  be  within  thy  walls,  and  profperity  with- 
“  in  THY  palaces  I  For  our  brethren  and 
“  companions  fakes  'vje  will  fay.  Peace  be  with- 

in  THEE.  Becaufe  of  the  houfe  of  the 

Lord  our  God,  vje  will  feek  thy  good.” 

*  Pfal.  exxii.  6.  &c. 
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The  fufferings  of  Chrifl  compared  with 
thofe  which  fall  out  in  life  to  other 
men,  with  a  fuitable  improvement  of 
the  fubject. 

By  John  Ogilvie,  D.  D. 

Lam.  i.  12. 

h  it  nolhing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pafs  by  ?  Be¬ 
hold  and  fee^  if  there  be  any  farrow  like  unto 
my  forrovjf  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  afliSled 
me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger. 

IN  the  melancholy  book  of  which  the  text 
makes  a  part,  we  behold  one  of  thofe  ob- 
jeiSls  by  which  the  human  heart  is  moft  power¬ 
fully  impreffed  ;  —  a  good  man  mourning  o- 
ver  the  ruins  of  his  country^  and  ftruck  eve¬ 
ry  moment,  while  he  wandered  along  the 
ftreets  of  a  defolated  city,  with  fomething  that 
recalled  to  his  memory  the  idea  of  its  former 
magnificence,  breaking  into  the  language  of 
pathetic  complaint.  It  ought  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  prophetic  charadter  with  which  we 
fuppofe  the  old  and  venerable  mourner  to  have 

•  Preached  on  (he  Saturday  before  the  celebration  of 
the  Lord’s  Aipper. 
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been  invefled,  inexpreffibly  heightens  the  df- 
ftrefs  upon  the  prefcnt  occafion.  By  placing 
before  our  minds,  at  the  fame  time,  the  afflic¬ 
tion  of  the  prophet,  and  the  defolation  of 
the  holy  city,  we  find,  that  each  of  tiiefe  ob¬ 
jects  illuftrates  the  other  ;  and  the  heart  is  ir- 
refiftibly  penetrated  by  the  concurrence  of  two 
circumftances  fo  well  adapted  to  awake  its 
fenhbility.  On  this  occafion  let  us  paufe  a 
little,  till  I  have  recounted  a  ftory  which  is 
naturally  fuggefted  by  the  prefent  fubjecV,  and 
which  is  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  Ancieni 
Rome.  ** 

At  the  time  when  thofe  civil  commotions 
began  which  brought  on  the  decline  of  the 
Roman  republic,  we  are  told,  that  one  of  the 
confuls  of  Rome,  who  had  been  fix  times  in- 
vefted  with  the  fupreme  magiftracy  of  his 
country,  as  the  reward  of  his  victories,  and 
diflinguifhed  ability  ;  that  this  great  man  ha¬ 
ving  been  defeated  in  his  old  age  by  a  fucceffl- 
ful  competitor,  was  driven  from  Rome  ;  that  a 
price  was  fet  upon  his  head  ;  and  that  all  per- 
fons  were  forbidden,  under  a  capital  penalty,, 
to  afford  him  flielter  throughout  the  extent 
of  the  Roman  empire.  The  venerable  exile,, 
after  having  been  hunted  by  his  enemies  from, 
place  to  place  through  the  Italian  provinces  5 
worn  out  at  laft  with  watching,  and  finking 
beneath  the  united  preffure  of  age  and  for- 
row,  wandered  to  the  fea-fhore,  found  a 
fliip,  and  prevailed  upon  the  mariners  to  land 
him  upon  the  oppofite  eoaft,  which  v/as-  that 
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of  Africa.  Not  far  from  the  place  at  which 
J\larhis  (for  that  was  the  name  of  this  perfo- 
nage)  touched  the  fhore,  had  ftood,  not  ma¬ 
ny  years  before,  the  celebrated  city  of  Car¬ 
thage^  the  rival  of  Rome  for  many  ages,  which 
had  obfliuately  maintained  the  flruggle  with 
her  for  dominion,  and  had  not  yielded  un¬ 
til  file  had  brought  this  laft  to  the  brink 
of  deftrudfion.  Noav,  however,  a  place  fo 
lately  the  feat  of  empire,  exhibited  only  a 
fcene  of  defolation  *,  and  the  yet  recent  ruins- 
of  its  palaces,  that  had  refounded  to  the  voice 
of  feftivity,  recalled  the  idea  of  what  it  once 
had  been.  The  Hero,  deeming  thefe  facred 
remains  a  kind  of  temporary  afylum,  fat  down 
in  melancholy  contemplation  among  the  ruins; 
indulging  mod  probably  fuch  thoughts  as 
the  objedls  around  him  muft  naturally  have 
poured  upon  his  mind.  He  remained  not 
however  undidurbed  even  in  this  retreat.  The 
jiews  of  his  arrival  foon  reached  the  govern¬ 
or  of  the  province  ;  who,  erabarraded  as  he 
was  betwixt  the  commands  of  the  fenate,  and 
his  reluctance,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  to  car¬ 
ry  thefe  into  execution,  endeavoured  to  pur- 
fue  a  middle  courfe  ;  and  fent  private  orders 
to  Marius,  to  leave,  without  delay,  the  place 
where  he  was,  and  the  province  itfelf  where 
he  prcfxded,  as  he  would  not  forfeit  his  life. 
The  old  warrior  heard  this  melTage,  and  re¬ 
mained  fame  time  without  making  any  reply. 
Probably  buried  in  thougiit,  and  overcome  by 
a  fucceffion  of  calamities  to  which  no  end  ap- 

pearedj 


212 


On  the  fufFei'lngs  of  Chrifl. 

peared,  he  grew  inditFei-ent  with  regard  to 
his  deftiny,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to  defpair. 
When  the  meflenger  however  repeated  his 
commiffion,  and  atked  with  impatience  what 
anfwer  he  fhould  return  to  his  mafter,  —  the 
aged  general,  lifting  up  his  eyes,  made  him 
this  Ihort  reply  only  :  “  Go  tell  (faid  he) 
“  your  mailer,  that  you  have  feen  Cains 
“  Marius  fitting  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage.” 

Such  a  fpedlacle  as  this,  my  brethren,  but 
one  incomparably  more  atFe6ling,  does  the 
prefent  feene  exhibit  to  your  reflexion.  The 
peculiar  people  of  God  given  up,  as  the  pu- 
nilhment  of  their  many  rebellions,  to  the 
power  of  their  enemies,  were  now  hanging 
their  harps  upon  the  willows  of  the  Euphra¬ 
tes  ;  their  country  was  defpoiled  univeiTally 
of  its  inhabitants  *,  and  Jerufaiem,  like  Car¬ 
thage,  having  now  become  the  abode  of  Si- 
tenccy  gave  a  theme  to  the  fong  of  the  lament¬ 
ing  prophet :  “  blow  doth  the  city  fit  folitary 
“  that  was  full  of  people  !  ” 

Thus  far  we  may  fuppofe  Jeremiah  to  have 
been  adluated  only  by  the  love  of  his  country, 
and  his  ideas  to  have  arifen  from  the  feenes 
that  pafled  immediately  before  him.  The  ex¬ 
clamation  of  the  text,  however,  which  is 
much  more  particular,  cannot  be  fuppofetl 
to  regard  this  circumflance  only.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  fuppofetl  to  have  been  uttered  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  prefcience  of  future  events.  It 
would  feem,  that  at  this  inftant  he  compared 
the  prefent  ruin  of  the  holy  city  with  that 
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mifery  which  his  devoted  countrymen  would 
one  day  bring  upon  themfelves,  by  crucifying 
the  Lord  of  life  and  happinefs  ;  and  conh- 
dered  in  his  prophetic  charafter,  fuch  a  dis¬ 
play  of  futurity  may  perhaps  have  been  pre- 
fented  to  his  mind.  At  any  rate,  as  we  are 
taught  to  believe,  that  no  individual  of  the 
human  race  ever  adopted  this  exclamation 
with  fo  much  propi'iety  as  the  Saviour  of 
mankind  ;  and  as  the  prefent  occafion  calls 
upon  us,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  confirm 
and  illuftrate  this  afTertion,  I  fhall  therefore 
endeavour,  (with  divine  affiftance),  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  difcourfe, 

1.  To  enumerate  the  principal  of  thofe 
caufes  from  which  human  mifery  derives  its 
origin  ;  and  to  fhow  in  what  manner  thefe 
concurred  to  render  the  whole  life  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Author  of  our  religion  more  unhappy 
than  that  of  any  other  man. 

2.  From  the  confideration  of  his  laft  fufFer- 
ings,  as  rendering  it  indifputable,  that  never 
was  forrow  like  unto  his  forrow,  we  fliall  pafs 
to  the  advantages  which  he  has  procured  for 
his  people,  and  to  an  application  of  die  fub- 
je6t  to  the  prefent  occafion. 

I.  What  then,  my  brethren,  are  the  prin¬ 
cipal  caufes  of  the  miferies  to  which  man  is 
fubjefled,  pronounced,  as  he  is  by  an  infpi- 
red  writer,  and  knowing  him,  as  we  mitjl 
know  him  from  experience,  to  be  born  to 
“  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  upwards  I  ”  This 
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is  indeed  a  melancholy  theme.  But  the  con¬ 
templation  of  it  anfwers  many  excellent  pur- 
pofes  :  it  tends  to  mortify  the  pride  of  the 
human  heart,  and  to  render  our  obfervations 
on  men  and  things  conformable  to  the  ftand- 
ard  of  truth  and  nature  j  it  difeovers  the  true 
light  in  which  life  itfelf  and  its  enjoyments 
ought  to  be  confidcred  by  an  intelligent  and 
immortal  agent  •,  and  by  giving  an  edge  to  the 
fympathetic  feelings  of  the  heart,  it  promotes 
that  good-will  to  all,  that  univerfal  charity, 
which  is  faid  in  feripture  emphatically  to  be 
“  the  bond  of  perfeftnefs.” 

The  many  evils  (as  thefe  are  deemed)  by 
whofe  influence  human  life  is  rendered  un¬ 
happy,  arife  either  from  external  caufes,  as, 
pain,  ficknefs,  trials,  difappointment ;  or  from 
the  internal  frame  and  conftitution  of  the 
mind,  as  it  is  either  falhioned  by  nature,  or 
direfled  by  experience,  to  form  various  efti- 
.mates  of  the  prefent  or  the  future.  In  the 
firfl;  of  thefe  cafes,  (I  mean  corporeal  fuft’er- 
ings  of  any  kind),  it  is  often  diflicult,  if  not 
impoffible,  to  diftlnguilh  thefe  caufes  from 
each  other.  In  thefe  inftances  the  difeafe  by 
which  the  body  is  emaciated,  extends  its  in¬ 
fluence  to  the  mind  ;  the  fpirits  become  de- 
prefled  and  languid,  even  when  the  nobler  fa¬ 
culties  exert  their  ufual  operations  ;  imagina¬ 
tion  forms  gloomy  prefages  with  regard  to  fu¬ 
turity  ;  and  the  other  intellectual  powers, 
difconcerted,  though  not  weakened,  by  her  in¬ 
fluence,  exert  their  force  in  an  improper  di¬ 
rection* 
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re£^Ion.  In  this,  therefore,  man  appears  to 
be  more  unhappy  than  in  any  other  fituation. 
Other  calamities  may  either  be  prevented  by 
eircumfpe^fion  while  yet  at  a  diftance,  or 
remedied  by  fortitude  when  we  are  expofed  to 
their  power.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  as  no 
precaution  whatever  can  ward  off  the  ftroke, 
however  clearly  forefeen  •,  fo  its  feverity  is 
fuch  when  it  is  once  felt,  (the  mind  partici¬ 
pating  of  the  difeafe  of  the  body),  as  to  ren¬ 
der  ordinary  refources  wholly  inelFe(Stual. 

This  fource  of  afflidllon,  however,  is  but 
one  of  many  others  by  whofe  influence  the 
happinefs  of  man  is  interrupted.  Need  I  call 
upon  you,  my  brethren,  to  recolledf  the  va¬ 
rious  inftances  in  which  your  expedlations 
have  been  fruftrated,  even  when  thefe  were 
raifed,  as  you  may  have  fiippofed,  upon  the 
mofl;  folid  and  permanent  foundation  ?  Is  it, 
do  you  think,  in  the  power  of  human  wif- 
dom,  however  provident  and  comprehenflve, 
either  to  forefee  thefe  ariflng,  as  they  do,  from 
every  quarter,  or  to  fleel  the  mind  with  for¬ 
titude  againfl:  their  attacks?  —  Behold  the  huf- 
bandman  careful  and  induftrlous  in  the  bufl- 
nefs  of  his  profeflion,  earning  his  fubflftence 
with  the  fweat  of  his  brow.”  He  ploughs, 
he  manures,  he  enricheth  his  field  ;  he  con- 
figns  the  grain  to  it  at  a  proper  feafon  ;  he 
leaves  nothing  unattempted  by  which  he  may 
enfure  a  plentiful  crop ;  and  after  having  thus^ 
performed  his  part,  he  waits  with  the  reafon- 
stble  expectation  of  being  rewarded  in  the  har- 
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veft.  At  the  diflance  of  a  few!  years,  fliould 
you  again  behold  this  honed:  and  induftrious 
man,  with  his  little  family,  dejeded  with  fuf- 
fering,  or  perhaps  flarving  with  want ;  he 
would  reply  to  your  queftion.  By  what  means 
he  was  brought  into  this  fituation  ?  That,  in 
oppofition  to  his  mod:  flrenuous  efforts,  a  fuc- 
cedion  of  unfavourable  feafons  had  over¬ 
thrown  his  expeaations  ;  that  year  after  year 
had  feen  him  declining  into  the  vale  of  indi¬ 
gence  ;  that  his  little  pittance  had  been  wafted 
in  procuring  neccffary  fubfidence  to  his  fami¬ 
ly  j  and  that  the  lad  morfel  was  now  fnatched 
from  them,  and  that  himfelf  was  condgned 
to  forrow,  with  the  defpair  of  deliverance. 

Behold  the  merchant  anxioudy  and  judly 
felicitous  to  acquire  what  he  may  deem  a 
competence  of  riches.  Do  you  adc  him,  when 
the  greateft  part  of  what  he  hath  purchafed, 
at  the  expence  of  many  years  of  toil  and  vexa¬ 
tion,  is  buried  in  the  deep,  is  fcattered  on  the 
winds  of  heaven  ;  when  he  appears  to  have, 
laboured,  not  for  himfelf,  but  to  fupply  the' 
infatiable  wants  of  fome  man  who  beholds  his 
ruin  without  the  feeling  of  remorfej  —  Jo  you 
alk,  By  what  means  all  this  hath  been  brought 
about.?  He  will  reply,  and  very  probably 
with  dria  truth.  That  his  memory  fuggeds  to 
him  no  indance  of  importance  in  which  he 
hath  been  wanting  to  himfelf ;  but  that  his 
utmod  circumfpedlion  hath  been  infudicient 
to  prevent  the  droke  that  brought  dedrudlion 
along  with  it.- In  thefe,  and  in  many  other 
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cafes  of  a  fimilar  kind,  difappointments  are 
often  the  caufe  of  fevere  affli£tion,  when  the 
mind,  upon  the  moft  impartial  recolle^lion, 
is  unable  to  difcover  the  caufe  from  which 
they  proceeded.  At  other  times,  indeed, 
thefe  are  the  confequences  of  precipitance,  of 
imprudence,  of  having  formed  hafty  judge¬ 
ments,  or  of  having  made  bold  and  defperate 
attempts  ;  in  which  laft  cafes,  indeed,  the  mi- 
fery  muft  no  doubt  differ  in  degree,  though 
all  in  general  contribute  to  render  the  days  of 
.  man  evil  as  well  as  feiu. 

Another  fource  of  afflidlion,  the  more  deep¬ 
ly  to  be  regretted,  becaufe  it  is  often  the  lot 
of  the  beft  and  worthieft  of  men,  is  that  de- 
tradlion  which  purfues  the  virtuous,  and  which 
prefents  the  human  heart  in  fo  unfavourable  a 
point  of  view.  In  how  many  inftances  are  the 
fhafts  of  this  fiend  of  hell  levelled  at  the  ho- 
nefl  and  unfufpicious,  in  order  to  gratify  ma¬ 
levolence,  by  rendering  the  innocent  unhap¬ 
py  !  — •  I  am  aware,  that  in  cafes  of  this  kind 
it  is  commonly  faid,  that  a  man  may  derive 
confolation  from  the  refleflion  of  not  having 
deferved  to  fuffer,  and  from  the  fecret  appro¬ 
bation  with  which  he  reviews  his  own  con- 
dudt.  This  confideration  will  no  doubt  exert 
confiderable  influence  when  he  becomes  cool 
and  difpaffionate,  and  when  he  is  able  to  carry 
bis  views  forward  into  immortality.  But  while 
thefe  laft  are  confined  to  a  prefent  life  only, 
the  confcioufnefs  of  innocence,  which  a  man 
is  yet  deprived  of  the  means  of  making  as  clear 
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to  the  world  as  it  is  to  himfelf,  gives  an  edge 
and  pungency  to  the  fting  of  affli^lion,  be- 
caufe  to  all  his  otlier  fufFerings  it  fuperadds 
an  impatience,  whofe  claim  upon  him  he  is 
unable  to  gratify.  This  evil  is  likevvife  great¬ 
ly  heightened  when  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  fuck 
men  as,  either  from  a  natural  indolence  of 
temper,  from  real  weaknefs  of  intellecl,  or 
from  inferiority  of  external  circumftances,  are 
unable  to  ward  off  the  ftroke  which  threat¬ 
ens  them  with  deftruccion.  At  thefe  the  darts 
of  Calumny  are  pointed  on  all  fides  with  a 
fteady  purpofe  ;  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
hunter,  who  would  tremble  to  face  the  lion 
and  the  tiger  in  his  walk,  makes  his  prey  of 
the  little  trembling  hare,  which  cannot  move 
him  by  fupplication,  and  which  is  unable  to 
refift  him  by  force  ! 

Call  your  eyes,  my  brethren,  around  you 
in  the  world  ;  and  from  furveying  the  palaces 
of  the  great,  and  the  luxuries  of  the  opulent, 
go  into  the  folitary  recefles,  where  the  wor¬ 
thy  heart  pines  in  fruitlefs  affliction,  and 
think  on  the  diftreffes  of  thofe  who  have  none 
to  give  them  relief.  Is  there  an  object  of  anv 
kind  calculated  to  imprefs  a  fufceptible  heart 
more  forcibly,  than  a  mind  rich  in  every  va¬ 
luable  qualification,  finking  beneath  the  pref- 
fure  of  unmerited  reproach  j  and  a  man,  in 
confequence  of  his  own  integrity  and  can¬ 
dour,  (qualities  which  ought  to  have  ren¬ 
dered  him  the  object  of  univeiTal  efteem), 
caught  in  the  toils  of  deceit,  and  ftruggling 
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with  the  worft  of  ills,  the  fcourge  of  an  un¬ 
feeling  and  mercilefs  world,  that  has  neither 
love  nor  pity  ?  Yet  how  often  does  this  de¬ 
plorable  calamity  fall  out  in  life  I  Senfual 
and  conceited  as  we  are,  fometimes  unable^ 
and  more  frequently  unwilling^  to  examine 
matters  with  cool  and  deliberate  impartiality, 
we  are  dazzled  by  riches,  milled  by  favour, 
diredled  by  intereft,  or  rendered  obdurate 
from  pride,  pique,  and  partiality,  prejudice 
and  paffion  :  motives  which  we  dare  not  avow 
to  our  own  hearts,  influence  our  judgement 
on  the  conduct  of  others  ;  and  what  a  judge¬ 
ment  this  muft  be,  thofe  who  have  witneflhd, 
or  thofe  who  have  found  its  effeds,  are  befi: 
qualified  to  decide. 

But  are  tliefe,  though  the  fources  of  ma¬ 
ny  calamities  in  life,  to  be  regarded  as  the 
caufes  of  all  the  evils  that  obtain  in  the  world 
No,  my  brethren  ;  every  paffion  in  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  hath  its  diftinft  and  infeparable 
train.  Ambition  and  pride,  envy  and  ava¬ 
rice,  revenge  and  hatred,  jealoufy  and  anger, 
and  many  other  fources  of  mifery,  arifing 
from  ourfelves,  by  deftroying  the  happinefs 
of  individuals,  extend  their  influence  to  the 
I'pecies.  The  field  of  life,  by  means  of  thefe, 
becomes  chequered  with  that  deep  fhading 
which  difcolours  its  mofl  exhilarating  objefls ; 
with  thofe  clouds  which  darken  its  brightelf 
horizon,  and  which  involve  in  their  Ikirts  the 
tents  of  the  upright  and  innocent,  as  well  as 
pf  the  profligate  and  unworthy. 


II.  Of 


On  the  fuffcrings  of  Chrlft. 

II.  Of  the  evils  which  we  have  thus  enu¬ 
merated,  as  abounding  in  the  world,  it  may 
afford  us  fome  confolation  to  obferve  in  gene- 
neral,  that  however  individuals  of  the  fpecies 
may  have  been  oppreffed  by  many  fuch  trou¬ 
bles  ;  yet  no  hngle  perfon  hath  ever  at  one 
time  been  overwhelmed  with  all.  We  have 
indeed  already  obfervcd,  that  when  the  ex¬ 
ternal  and  internal  caufes  of  thefe  co-operate 
in  any  cafe,  the  man  is  rendered  miferahle  for 
the  time.  But  even  in  this  cafe  we  have 
fliown,  that  a  great  part  of  his  mifery  mufc 
have  its  fource  in  a  gloomy  and  diftempered 
imagination.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  pain 
ariling  from  its  ideal  reprefentations,  is  e- 
qually  intenfe  as  that  which  is  derived  from 
real  caufes,  while  it  continues  to  operate.  But 
we  muff  remember  likewife,  that  though  the 
mind,  in  this  laff  cafe,  may  fuffer  in  idea  tinder 
fo  many  troubles  as  never  really  combine  to  o- 
verwhelm  it  j  yet  what  has  its  origin  in  a  dif- 
eafe  of  the  body,  will  fubiide  with  the  com¬ 
plaint  by  which  it  was  brought  on  *,  and  that 
it  is  not  of  imaginary  but  of  real  evils  that  \\c 
mean  at  prefent  to  exhibit  a  reprefentation. 

Let  us  then  bring  together  as  many  of  thefe 
laff  as  we  can  fuppofe  to  have  been  united  in 
any  one  inffance,  and  let  us  judge  in  what 
manner  any  man  would  be  affeffed  by  their 
concurrence.  In  order  to  conceive  of  this- 
matter  properly,  the  man  muff  be  placed  in 
low,  and  even  in  deffitute  circumftances  *,  his 
friends  muff  be  fo  obfcure  in  the  world,  as 
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to  be  incapable  of  giving  any  affihance ;  and 
his  own  fituatioii  fach,  as  to  render  their  ut- 
inoR*  exertions  at  all  times  necelTary.  Let  us 
next  fuppofe  him  with  a  heart  overflowing 
vrlih  tendernefs  and  affection,  to  have  his  be¬ 
nevolent  oflices  repaid  with  repeated  inftances 
of  perfidy  and  ingratitude  ;  he  mufl:  be  pur- 
Itfcd  by  the  curfes  of  thofe  whom  he  had  blelT- 
ed  ;  his  maxims,  though  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  trueft  interefls  of  mankind,  mufl:  be 
rcjecled  with  contempt,  and  himfelf  rendered 
an  object  of  univerfal  derifion  *,  rage  and  re- 
vlllngs  muft  be  returned  to  his  tenderefl;  ex- 
poflulations  ;  and  we  mufl:  fLippofe  him  to  be 
c.iil:  out  as  one  with  whom  it  is  unfit  to  hold 
any  focial  intercouiTe,  at  the  very  inftant 
when  his  heart  is  fufceptible  of  the  warmefl: 
affection,  and  when  his  hand  performs  oflices 
of  confummate  benevolence  ;  wandering  in 
this  manner,  a  poor,  defpifed,  and,  to  all 
appearance,  a  defpicable  outcaft,  perfecution 
and  calumny  muft  follow  in  his  footfteps. 
You  muft  think  on  a  man  whofe  beft  adtions 
are  expcfed  to  mifconftruction,  whofe  words 
are  tortured  into  the  word  fenfes  they  can 
bear,  whofe  tears  are  difi’egarded,  whofe  re- 
inonftrances  are  unheeded,  whofe  expoftula- 
ticns  however  rational,  and  whofe  com¬ 
plaints  however  pathetic,  are  equally  defpi- 
ied,  and  whom  ail  in  general  combine  to  o- 
vcrwhelm  with  the  torrent  of  reproach.  If 
to  all  thefe  calamities  we  fuperadd  the  more 
ordinary  ones  of  hunger  and  third ;  of  a 
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man  without  a  hut  to  fltelter  him  from  the  fum- 
mer-drought  or  the  winter-ftorm,  who  makes 
his  abode  with  the  tenants  of  the  defert,  and- 
who  pours  out  his  foul,  when  excluded  from 
fociety,  in  the  language  of  fupplication  for 
his  bittereft  enemies*  —  What,  Chrihiansj, 
would  you  fay  of  fuch  a  manj  expofed  to  di- 
ftreffes  fo  complicated  and  overwhelming  ?  — 
What !  —  Methinks  I  hear  in  reply  to  the 
quertion  from  every  mouth,  — -  Is  not  this  re- 
prefentation  ideal  and,  imaginary  ?  are  not 
thefe  circumftances  thrown  together  with  a 
purpofe  of  exciting  compaffion,  not  by  the  re¬ 
cital  of  what  has  actually  fallen  out,  but  by- 
the  conjedlure  of  v/hat  may  limply  be  pof- 
iible  ?  —  No,  my  brethren,  they  are  nd  men¬ 
tioned  with  this  purpofe.  —  Such  a  man  as  this^- 
poor,  defpifed,  defdtute  to  external  appear¬ 
ance,  expofed  to  ingratitude,  treated  with  de- 
rifion,  torn  with  anguifii,  tabbed  with  re¬ 
proach  fuch  a  man  as  this,  —  “  wonder.  O' 
“  Heavens  ]'  and  be  aftonillied,  O  Earth  !  ” 
—  did  that  Bemg  htzome,  by  whofe  miniftra- 
flration  God  is  faid  “  to  ^have  created  the 
“  rjorldsf  vtho  is  exalted  at  the  right  hand; 
of  the  Father,  and  from  whofe  eyes,  when  in 
wrath,  “  the  heavens  and  the  earth  are  faid  to* 
“  fly  away.”  i 

Conflder  a  little  the  end  of  his  miflion  r 
“  He  came  into  the  world  to  fave  that  which 
was  lofi:  5”  he  came  likewife,  “  to  leave  his 
people  an  example  that  they  fhould  follow 
f  liis  fleps.”  —  In  what  did  this  example  con- 
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fifl;  ?  He  was  in  all  things  made  like  unto 
“  US,  and  in  all  things  tempted  as  we  are,  fin 
“  only  excepted.”  —  Are  any  of  you,  my 
friends,  diftrefied,  becaufe  your  circumfiances 
are  low  in  the  world,  becaufe  you  may  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  contumely  of  the  proud,  and 
want  many  of  thofe  things  which  contribute 
in  your  opinion  to  the  happinefs  of  life  ?  — 
In  order  to  reconcile  you  to  ihefe  circumftan- 
ces,  carry  your  eye  to  an  inconfiderable  vil¬ 
lage  in  Judea,  and  behold  the  Lord  of  life, 
a  helplefs  infant,  laid  in  the  lap  of  his  mo¬ 
ther,  “  born  in  a  ftable,  and  laid  in  a  man- 
“  ger.”  How  great,  h.Q\ir  injinite  I  had  al- 
mofl:  faid,  is  the  difference  betwixt  the  Savioui' 
of  inankind,  and  the  meannejl  of  us^  with  re¬ 
gard  to  external  circumfiances !  —  In  the  tiznes 
III  which  we  live,  infants,  even  when  forfa- 
ken  by  their  parents,  find  a  refource  in  the 
compafiion  of  mankind,  and  receive  that  re¬ 
lief  from  others  which  they  are  unable  to  pro¬ 
cure  to  themfelves.  But  no  fooner  did  the 
Eternal  Word  affume  a  tabernacle  of  clay, 
than  the  village  of  Bethlehem  was  fiained  with 
the  blood  of  innocents  by  a  tyrant  who  thirfi- 
ed  for  his  blamelefs  life. 

You  amidfi  the  afilidiions  of  life  have  friends 
to  fympathife  In  your  difirefles,  and  to  heal 
the  wounded  heart  with  the  balm  of  confola- 
tion.  But  “  He  (we  are  told)  came  to  his  own, 
“  and  his  own  received  Him  not.”  His  dif- 
ciples,  as  poor  as  hlmfelf,  infiead  of  Handing 
by  him  in  the  hour  of  tribulation,  “  with 
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one  confent  forfook  him,  and  fled.” —  A- 
gain,  Chriftians,  the  pooreft:  of  you  all  has 
fome  dwelling,  however  mean,  fome  habita¬ 
tion  in  which  you  can  be  fcreened  from  the 
florms  of  the  inhofpitable  winter.  Nor  is  this 
peculiar  to  the  human  kind  :  The  lion  hath 
his  den,  in  which  he  rears  up  his  young  j  the 
wolf  hath  his  cave,  in  which  he  broods  over 
his  prey  *,  in  the  chinks  of  the  rock  the  fwal- 
low  lies  fecure,  and  fleeps  away  the  moments 
till  the  return  of  fummer.  But  can  you,  my 
brethren,  without  bleeding  hearts,  hear  that 
Being,  “  without  whom  nothing  is  faid  to 
“  have  been  made  that  was  made,”  himfelf 
complaining,  that  the  foxes  had  holes,  and 
the  birds  of  the  air  had  nefts,  but  that  the 
“  Son  of  Man  could  not  find  a  place  to  lay  his 
head  !  — No  Ihelter  had  he  from  the  ftor- 
my  elements ;  no  table,  however  mean,  at 
which  he  might  enjoy  the  ineftimable  bleflings 
of  independence  and  content.  But  after  ha¬ 
ving  wafled  his  ftrength  in  inflirufting  the 
multitude  ;  after  having  been  fatigued  with 
the  exercifes  of  continually  doing  good  ;  at 
the  approach  of  night,  when  the  hireling  refts 
from  his  labour,  and  takes  his  neceflitry  re- 
pofe  in  tranquillity  ;  at  that  feafon,  fometimes 
mufing  in  the  naked  defert,  fometimes  reti¬ 
ring  to  the  folitary  hill  •,  when  no  human  ear 
could  hear  his  complaint,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes 
to  the  God  of  Nature,  and,  in  the  melting 
language  of  fnpplication,  lamented  the  weak- 
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nefs,  and  implored  forgivenefs  for  the  ingra¬ 
titude  of  man. 

Hear  him,  my  brethren,  again,  ye  who 
have  met  with  many  difappointments  in  your 
intercourfe  with  mankind  ;  —  hear  him  expa- 
hulating  with  the  people  of  the  Jews,  in  lan*- 
guage  calculated  to  melt  even  a  frozen  heart 
into  pity  :  “  Ye  will  not  (fays  he),  ye  will 

not  come  to  me  that  ye  may  have  life.” — 
“  I  receive  not  honour  from  men,  though  I 
“  come  from  the  Father.  But  if  an  impoftor 
“  fhould  come  to  you  in  his  ov/n  name,  to 
“  him  you  would  readily  and  attentively  lifti- 
“  en.”  What  anguifh  of  fpirit  wrung  from, 
his  gentle  heart,  overflowing  with  afleftion,. 
this  tender  and  inefiably  pathetic  expoftula- 
tion  ! 

You  (if  there  are  any  fuch  among  you)  who 
have  reared  an  only  child  to  maturity,  the 
darling  of  your  hearts,  and  *the  delight  of 
your  eyes  *,  who  have  watched  over  his  infant- 
years  with  reftlefs  afliduity  j  and  who,  by  his 
vmnatural  condufl  v/hen  arrived  at  manhood, 
have  feen  all  your  expedVations  cruelly  difap- 
pointed  ;  —  follow  your  Redeemer  in  his  ap¬ 
proach  to  Jerufalem,  near  the  time  when  he 
was  led  to  crucifixion  j  when  “  he  beheld  the 
“  city,  and  w'ept  over  it,”  feeling,  not  the 
rancour  of  an  injured fufferer,  but  the  tender- 
nefs  of  a  parent !  Fie  looked  back  upon  the 
former  days,  when  the  candle  of  the  Lord 
was  lighted,  up  in  that  city;  and,  difregard- 
ing  all  that  was  to  happen  to  himfelf,  broke 
cut  into  the  paflionate  language  of  a  Father  ! 
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'**  O  Jeru^lem,  Jerufalem  !  thou  that  killeft 
“  the  p/ophets,  and  ftoneft  them  who  are 
“  fent  unto  thee  !  how  often  would  I  have 
“  gathered  thee  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chick- 
ens  under  her  wings  *,  but  thou  wouldH 
not !  ”  d'hus  lamenting  the  obftinacy  of 
his  enemies,  at  the  time  when  he  might  have 
called  for  vengeance  on  their  wickednefs  j 
death,  with  all  its  terrors,  appeared  in  his 
eyes  but  a  fecondary  objedl ;  the  rejedlion  of 
the  Jews,  and  the  final  deftrudlion  of  that 
devoted  city,  filled  his  eyes  with  tears,  and 
drew  from  his  heart  the  language  of  difap* 
pointed  afieftion. 

Have  you  again,  my  brethren,  fufFered  by 
detraction  and  calumny  ?  have  your  beft  ac¬ 
tions  been  expofed  to  mifconftruition  ?  and 
has  it  been  your  unhappy  fate  to  bear  that 
worft  of  evils,  the  lofs  of  your  good  name, 
without  having  done  any  thing  to  forfeit  fo 
ineftimable  a  benefit  ?  This  is  a  bitter  draught 
indeed  ;  but  this  draught  was  likewife  drank 
off  to  the  very  lees  by  the  Saviour  of  man¬ 
kind,  though  compofed  of  the  worft  and 
moft  noxious  ingredients.  Survey  the  whole 
feries  of  his  life,  from  his  cradle  to  his  grave  y 
and  then  alk  yourfelves,  What  reproachful  e- 
pithet  was  not  applied  to  him  which  hell  itfelf 
could  invent,  or  which  the  malignity  of  man¬ 
kind  could  bellow  ?  Did  they  not  brand  him 
with  the  names  of  a  glutton  and  a  wine-bibber, 
a  friend  of  publicans  and  finncrs,  an  impollor, 
a  blafphemer  }  and,  to  fum  up  all,  a  perfon- 
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who  was  In  league  with  the  devil  himfelf,  and 
who  a£ted  under  his  influence  ?  He  cafts 
“  out  devils  (fald  they)  by  the  power  of  Bel- 
zeebub,  the  prince  of  the  devils.” — What  a 
character  this  for  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the 
meek,  the  humble,  the  benevolent  Jefus  ;  for 
him  who  “  fpoke  as  never  man  fpoke,”  and 
in  whofe  compaflionate  breaft  no  feelings  ever 
took  place,  but  thofe  of  the  moft  fervent 
love,  the  tenderefl;  pity,  or  the  moft  perfeit 
benignity  to  the  children  of  men  ! 

See  him  then,  Chriftians,  as  the  mark  at 
which  Calumny  difcharged  her  envenomed 
arrows  !  Behold  him  furrounded  on  all  fldes 
with  rancorous  enemies,  fometimes  laying 
plans  to  draw  him  into  tranfgreffions,  and 
fometimes  endeavouring  to  entrap  him  in  his 
words  !  Every  miracle  he  performed  added 
feuel  to  their  implacable  animofity  *,  and  at 
the  infhant  when  he  was  performing  miracu¬ 
lous  cures,  we  are  told,  that  they  were  pre¬ 
vented  only  by  the  fear  of  the  multitude, 
from  dragging  him,  with  rage  and  curfes,  to 
crucifixion  ! 

To  all  thefe  evils  let  us  add,  as  what  gave 
the  laft  heightening  to  the  others,  the  agonies 
which  he  fometimes  felt  in  his  body,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  troubles  that  agitated  his 
mind.  In  his  folitarv  moments,  when  he  went 
apart  to  meditate  on  the  work  that  was  given 
him  to  do  *,  when  the  rage  of  fome,  the  ig¬ 
norance  of  others,  the  blindnefs,  the  obfti- 
nacy,  the  ingratitude  of  all,  the  fcene  of  fuf- 
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fering  that  lay  before  him,  his  mock  trial, 
his  revilings,  his  pain,  his  crucifixion,  a- 
rofe  in  dreadful  fuccefiion  to  his  thoughts ; 
when  he  faw  the  hour  in  which,  forfaken  by 
all  his  followers,  he  would  be  left  to  tread  the 
wine-prefs  of  his  Father’s  wrath  alone,  even 
deprived  for  a  time  of  his  celeftial  counte¬ 
nance  ;  left,  as  it  were,  at  once  by  Heaven 
and  Earth  :  —  what  do  you  think,  with  thefe 
profpefts  before  him,  —  what  muft  have  been 
that  anguilh  which  operated  fo  powerfully  on 
the  fprings  of  life,  as  that  blood,  inftead  of 
fweat,  ftained  the  ground  on  which  he  lay ! 

May  we  not  now,  Chriftians,  apply  the 
words  of  the  prophet  to  the  feene  before  us  ? 
May  we  not  fay  to  you  in  his  language,  “  Be- 
hold,  and  fee,  if  there  was  ever  any  for- 
“  row  like  unto  his  forrow,  wherewith  the 
Lord  affli(Sted  him  in  the  day  of  his  anger  V* 
When  we  behold  him  poor,  forfaken,  forlorn, 
defpifed  and  rejected  of  men ;  when  we  take 
into  the  account  a  vjhole  people  concurring  to 
follow  with  infamy  and  reproach,  with  rage 
and  perfecution,  an  individual,  the  beft,  the 
wifeft,  the  mofl;  benevolent,  that  ever  fo- 
journed  among  men  :  what  are  all  the  com¬ 
mon  afflictions  of  life  colie«Sted  together  in  any 
one  inftance,  to  a  fecne  of  mifery  fo  confum- 
mate  as  this  ! 

But  as  far  as  we  have  yet  followed  Jefus 
through  the  ftages  of  his  life,  a  great  part  of 
his  trouble  arofe  from  the  profpeft  of  what 
was  to  happen  to  him.  The  recollection  of 
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thefe  it  was  that  made  him  cry  out,  in  the 
garden  of  Gethfemane,  “  Father,  if  it  be  pof- 
“  fible,  let  this  cnp  pafs  from  me  !  ”  This 
part  therefore  of  his  fufFerings,  and  this  alone, 
was  heightened,  when  certainty  took  place  of 
ttxvx^vci'gexpeBation.  Yet  a  little  longer  then, 
my  brethren,  let  us  view  him  near  the  clofe  of 
his  life,  fitting  down  with  his  difciples,  and 
inftituting  the  facrament  of  his  fupper,  when 
he  knew  that  the  hour  approached  in  which 
all  his  fuSerings  were  to  be  terminated  by  the 
death  of  crucifixion.  With  what  perfect  com- 
pofure  did  he  fet  about  this  folemn  infiitution ! 
Though  he  knew,  (as  he  told  his  followers), 
that  “  he  would  drink  no  more  of  the  fruit 
of  the  vine,  until  he  drank  it  in  his  Fa- 
ther’s  kingdom  though  he  was  aware, 
likewife,  that  he  who  would  betray  him  fat 
with  him  at  the  table  ;  yet,  with  this  profpedl 
before  and  around  him,  he  diftributed  the 
fymbols  of  his  body  and  blood  with  the  fame 
fedatenefs  as  if  no  alarming  incident  had  been 
to  difturb  the  quiet  of  a  temperate  day,  ver¬ 
ging  ferenely  to  its  clofe. 

"  This  little  interval  of  eafe  was  the  fufpicious 
calm  that  prefages  a  tempeft.  For  lo  !  con¬ 
ducted  by  one  of  the  twelve,  who  had  fold  his 
Mafter  for  a  piece  of  money,  the  oiScers  of  the 
Sanhedrim  break  in  upon  his  retirement !  The 
wretch,  with  the  price  of  blood  in  his  hands, 
falutes  the  man  whom  he  had  devoted  to  death. 
O  Avarice  !  infatiable  of  heart  !  of  what  evils 
art  thou  the  detefted  original  J  By  thy  influence 
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the  Lord  of  life,  the  God  of  love,  is,  for  a 
wretched  pittance  of  the  duft  of  the  earth, 
betrayed  by  one  of  his  own  followers.  A  few 
pieces  of  (ilver,  cancel  frona  the  thought  of 
thy  Have,  love,  pity,  gratitude,  and  remorfe  ; 
and  extinguifhing  thus  at  once  every  fentiment 
of  liumanity,  and  every  feeling  of  compaffion  ; 
make  him  betray  the  life  of  his  Mafter  for  a 
price  fcarcely  fufficient  to  purchafe  the  dagger 
that  was  plunged  into  his  heart  ! 

And  now  the  feries  of  his  fufferings  began 
to  draw  nearer  to  a  period.  —  O  ye  who  have 
moiftened  with  your  tears  the  pillow  of  a  dying 
friend,  or  have  performed  the  laft  melancho¬ 
ly  office  to  an  only  child  !  —  ye  whofe  hearts, 
however  hardened  by  time  and  fuffering,  are 
not  fleeled  againft  the  pangs  of  forrow,  and 
are  yet  fufceptible  of  anguilh  from  fcenes  of 
complicated  diftrefs  !  —  behold  your  Saviour, 
after  having  led  a  life  of  innocence  and  fuffer" 
ing,  led  out  to  a  death  of  ignominy  and  flaame  3 
Think  of  the  love,  the  pity,  the  inexpreffible 
fenfarions  that  preyed  upon  his  heae't,  when 
he  looked  upon  that  devoted  crew  who  were 
hurrying  him  to  deftruffion  !  —  Behold,  he  is 
arraigned  before  Pilate  !  The  Lamb  cf  God 
is  led  out  to  daughter  !  —  What  trial  was  he 
admitted  to  undergo  ?  —  The  mod;  atrocious 
criminals  are  intitled  to  the  forms  of  juftice 
in  cafes  of  this  kind.  —  His  judge  alone,  tho’ 
a  Heathen,  is  fmitten  in  confcience,  and  is 
unable  to  pronounce  his  fentence. — Among 
the  Jews,  rage  and  fury  appear  to  have  taken 
VoL.III.  U  place 
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place  of  fober  reflecflion  ;  and  the  cry,  “  CrU‘ 
“  cify  him!  Crucify  him!^’  re  founds  fo  loudly 
from  every  quarter,  that  the  aflonifhed  Ro¬ 
man  is  borne  down  by  the  torrent. 

As  yet,  however,  the  infatuated  multitude 
have  not  filled  up  the  mcafurc  of  their  iniqui¬ 
ties  ;  as  yet  the  lafl:  ftroke  is  fufpended,  and 
his  enemies,  however  implacable,  have  not 
imbrued  their  hands  in  his  blood.  —  But  the 
time  now  approached  when  their  guilt  was  to  • 
Rand  without  a  parallel.  —  For  lo  !  after  ha¬ 
ving  reviled,  buffeted,  and  fpit  in  his  face, 
led  out  like  a  felon,  his  body  is  bared,  and 
the  mercilefs  executioner  “  ploughs  his  back’^’ 
with  the  bloody  fcourge  !  —  Great  G  0  D  \  —■ 
Was  it  the  Lord  of  Nature  who  was  thus 
treated? — Was  it  he  who  is  to  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead  ?  —  W as  it  that  Being  who  is 
“  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father’s  glory,  and  the 
exprefs  image  of  his  perfon  ?”  —  Well  may 
■we  indeed  exclaim,  “  Wonder,  O  Heavens  ! 

and  be  affonilhed,  O  Earth  !” — All  the  hoft 
of  heaven,  no  doubt,  looked  down  with  alfo- 
nifhment  at  that  awful  hour ;  and  no  wonder 
that  the  earth  was  fiiaken  from  her  founda¬ 
tion  ! 

Carry  your  eyes,  my  brethren,  a  little  on- 
■ward,  and  behold  on  Mount  Calvary  the 
dreadful  apparatus  for  execution  !  — •  With  a 
mock  robe  upon  his  back,  “  a  crown  of  thorns 
upon  his  head,”  his  face  Rained  with  blood, 
his  joints  relaxed  with  toil,  his  foul  over- 
^.’hplined  with  anguifh,  and  his  heart  heaving 

■with 
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with  agony,  HE  is  Jlretched out  upon  the  crcfs  f 
—  The  nails  are  applied  to  his  hands  and  his 
feet !  —  Hark  !  The  hammer  refounds  !  —  O 
Chriftians !  let  me  call  off  your  thoughts  from 
a  fcene  that  cannot  be  uttered,  to  behold  its 
effects  on  the  frame  of  Nature.  —  Lo  !  the 
fun  veils  his  face,  and  is  unable  to  look  on  ! 
the  flars  at  noon -day  are  feen  trembling  on 
the  vault  of  heaven  !  a  fudden  earthquake 
cleaves  the  rock  !  a,nd,  as  if  the  general  audit 
v.'as  already  come,  the  dead  arife  from  their 
fepulchres,  with  prophetic  horror  glaring  in 
their  eyes  !  — In  the  mean  lime  Jesus,  hang¬ 
ing  betwixt  heaven  and  earth,  looks  down 
with  pity  upon  his  murderers  !  He  hears  the 
dreadful  cry,  “  His  blood  be  upon  usy  and 
upon  our  children  I  ”  and,  looking  up  to  his 
Father,  cries  out,  Father,  forgive  them  \ 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do  !  ” — “  Now 
(we  are  told)  it  was  about  the  fixth  hour  ; 

'  “  and  there  was  darknefs  over  all  the  earth 
“  until  the  ninth  hour  j  and  the  fun  was 
“  darkened,  and  the  veil  of  the  temple  was 
“  rent  in  the  midft.”  —  The  darknefs  that  o- 
verfpread  the  earth  appeared  to  correfpond 
with  that  horror  which  now  fell  upon  the 
mind  of  our  Redeemer.  For  a  moment  a 
cloud  feemed  to  veil  the  complacent  counte¬ 
nance  of  the  Father  !  Fie  caft  his  eye  around 
to  behold  him,  and  exclaimed,  “  My  God, 
“  My  God  !  why  haft  Thou  forfaken  me  ?  ” — 
What  do  you  think,  my  brethren,  was  his 
agony  at  that  inftant  ? — For  your  fakes  his 
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"bod^  writhed,  Ills  blood  ftreamed,  and  his 
lips  alnioft  utiered  the  language  of  defpair  ! 

But  once  more,  Chriftians,  turn  your  eyes 
to  his  face,  now  pale  at  the  approach  of 
death  !  He  raifeth  it  again  to  Heaven  ;  and 
Knowing  that  all  uuas  mix'  completed,  and  ex¬ 
claiming  with  a  loud  voice,  “  It  is  JiniJhed,'^ 
he  bows  his  head,  and  gives  up  the  ghoil, 

III.  Such  is  that  fcene  which  many  of  you 
whofe  hearts  at  this  inflant  may  be  pained  by 
recolIc<^ling  it,  are  foon  going  to  commemo¬ 
rate.  Do  you  feel  from  the  preceding  repre* 
fentation,  imperfect  and  feeble  as  it  is,  love* 
pity,  and  gratitude,  alternately  excited  in 
ycur  breafts  Are  you  more  zealous  now 
than  when  you  entered  this  facred  houfe,  to 
do  this  in  remembrance  of  him.'*”  —  Let 
this  truth  then  be  impreffed  upon  your  minds 
when  you  are  employed  in  this  folemn  aflion, 
that  the  commemoration  of  the  death  of 
Chrift  can  be  no  further  beneficial  to  you, 
than  as  it  produceth  in  you  a  heady  deter¬ 
mination  to  imitate  the  virtues  of  his  life. 
“  Chrih  (fays  an  apoftle)  fuffered  for  us, 
leaving  us  an  example  that  we  may  follow 
his  heps.”  As  our  Saviour’s  life  confihed 
principally  of  a  feries  of  fufferings  •,  fo  in 
his  example  are  difplayed  all  thofe  virtues 
which  are  called  out  into  exercil'e  by  adver- 
fity.  Patience,  fortitude,  humility,  refigna- 
tion,  forgivenefs,  thofe  excellencies,  which, 
though  the  objefls  of  our  admiration  at  a  cH- 
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ftance,  vve  are  at  leaft  able  to  transfufe  into 
our  condudl,  fhine  with  diftinguiflied  luftre 
in  the  example  of  Chrift.  To  many  of  his 
fufferings  you  cannot  be  expofed  ;  by  fome 
of  thefe  your  refolution  would  be  wholly  6- 
verthrown.  In  trials,  therefore,  of  an  infe¬ 
rior  kind,  fuited  to  your  ficuation,  and  pro¬ 
portioned  to  your  ability,  let  his  example  a- 
niinate  you  to  make  the  moft  flrenuous  ef¬ 
forts  ;  and  while  you  profefs  yourfelves  to  be 
his  difciples,  call  upon  him,  as  the  Hearer  of 
prayer,  to  render  thefe  efforts  effectual.  While 
you  meditate  therefore  on  his  laft  fufferings  j 
while  you  pour  out  your  fouls  to  him  in  the 
fervency  of  prayer ;  may  your  hearts  burn 
within  you,  like  thole  of  the  difciples,  whenr 
“  he  opened  to  them  the  fcriptures,”  and 
“  when  he  was  made  known  to  them  in  the 
“  breaking  of  bread  !  —  May  your  refolution 
to  imitate  him,  who  was  “  in  all  things  made 
“  like  unto  us,”  be  fincere,  permanent,  and 
univerfal  !  May  you  be  enabled  to  devote 
yourfelves  through  life  to  his  fervice  and  obe-. 
dience  ;  and  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  his  pre¬ 
cepts,  may  you  be  prepared  for  participating 
with  him  of  eternal  felicity  in  the  land  of  fe- 
jClivity  and  rejoicing  !  Amen, 
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SERMON  yilK. 


The  Caufe,  Symptoms,  and  Cure,  of  In- 
differ  ence  to  Religion- 

By  Andrew  Gray,  D.  D. 

Preached  before  the  Commiffioner  to  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Alfembly,  May  31.  1767. 

PsAL.  Ixxxv.  6. 

tViU  thou  not  revive  us  again,  that  thy  peoph 
7nay  rejoice  in  thee  P 

r  is  generally  agreed,  that  this  pfalni  was 
A  compofed  after  the  return  of  the  Jews 
from  their  captivity,  or,  at  leaft,  revifed  on 
that  occafion  ;  and  delivered  to  the  chief  mu¬ 
sician,  to  be  fung  as  a  proper  anthem  of 
jjraife  after  fo  fignal  a  deliverance.  The  hi- 
iioiy  or  Ezra  informs  us  of  the  violent  op- 
politton  made  by  the  neighbouring  people  to 
the  rebuilding  of  the  city  and  temple,  where¬ 
by  the  work  was  for  fome  time  greatly  ob- 
Icvutfled.  To  this  there  feems  to  be  a  plain 
allulion  in  the  4th  and  5^h  vcrfes,  where  the 
pious  author  deprecates  the  dilplcafure  of  the 
Almighty,  to  which  he  attributes  the  danger 
tnat  tiiieatened  this  people  j  and,  in  our  text, 

he 
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kc  earneftly  prays,  that  God,  together  with 
the  re-eftablilhment  of  their  civil  and  eccle- 
fiaftic  conlVitution,  would  revive  a  fpirit  of 
true  piety  and  virtue,  both  among  rulers  and- 
people,  that  their  joy  and  happinefs  might 
ftand  lecure  on  its  true  foundation  :  Wilt  thou 
not  revive  us  againy  that  thy  people  may  rejoice 
in  thee  P 

Thefe  words,  then,  prefent  a  fubjeiH:  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  our  ferious  confidera- 
tion  :  That  the  real  happinefs  of  any  nation, 
enjoying  the  invaluable  blellings  of  peace  and 
liberty,  and  profeffing  the  true  religion,  con- 
fills  in  their  being  animated  by  its  fpirit ;  with¬ 
out  which  the  greateft  national  advantages  are 
of  little  avail.  This  good  man  therefore,  an¬ 
xious  for  the  happinefs  of  his  country,  prays, 
not  only  that  the  defigns  of  its  enemies  might 
be  defeated,  and  its  religion  and  liberty  fecu- 
red  ;  but  likewife  that  God  would  infpire  his 
people  with  a  fpirit  fuited  to  their  advantages  j 
that  he  would  banifh  from  among  them  a 
cold  indifference  to  religion,  which,  in  truth, 
and  in  the  pious  man’s  judgement,  bore  a 
more  threatening  afpe£l  to  the  public  happi- 
nefs,  than  all  the  malice  and  violence  of  their 
foes  •,  and  that  he  would  revive  that  fpirit  of 
piety  and  righteoufnefs,  which  alone  can  fup- 
port  and  exalt  a  nation. 

In  difcouriing  further  upon  this  fubjefl,  I 
fliall, 

i.  Point  out  feme  of  the  principal  caufe? 

that 
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that  concur  in  producing  a  coldnefs  and  indif¬ 
ference  to  religion  in  any  fociety. 

2.  The  vifible  fymptoms  of  the  prevalence 
and  progrefs  of  this  fatal  difeafe  ainongft  our- 
felves. 

3.  The  proper  means  of  reviving,  through, 
the  divine  bleffing,  a  fpirit  of  piety  and  vir¬ 
tue. 


I.  I  fhall  firff  point  out  fome  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  caufes  that  concur  in  producing  a  cold¬ 
nefs  and  indifference  to  religion  in  any  fo¬ 
ciety. 

Indifference  to  religion,  which  is  fo  hurt¬ 
ful  to  the  happinefs  of  a  nation,  confffts  in 
the  want  of  a  due  iinpreflion  of  its  truth  and 
importance.  It  ftands  direftly  oppofite  to 
that  principle  which  is  termed  faith^  and  de- 
fcribed  as  the  bafis  and  foundation  of  all  ge¬ 
nuine  and  fubftantial  virtue.  Faith,  in  the 
fenfe  and  language  of  fcripture,  does  not  fig- 
nify  a  mere  alTent  to  the  truths  of  religion,  as 
matter  of  opinion  ;  but  fuch  a  deep  and  pe¬ 
netrating  conviction  of  their  importance,  and 
connefllon  with  our  temporal  and  eternal 
happinefs,  as  becomes  a  powerful  principle  of 
virtuous  conduct.  Every  fyftem  of  religion^ 
whether  of  divine  original  or  human  inven¬ 
tion,  has  a  peculiar  fpirit  and  genius,  which 
forms  the  diftinguilhing  charaffer  of  its  fin- 
cere  votaries.  This  charafteriftical  fpirit  is 
not  fo  much  to  be  difcerned  in  its  precepts  or 
laws,  as  in  the  general  tendency  of  its  doc¬ 
trines. 
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trines,  and  inftitutlons  of  Avorfhip.  Even  in 
the  moft  abfurd  religious  fyftem,  there  may 
be  found  many  good  and  moral  injundtions, 
blended  with  others  of  a  trivial  and  corrupt 
nature.  But  no  fyftem  of  laws,  however  ex¬ 
cellent  in  themfelves,  will  be  of  any  confider- 
able  efficacy  to^  form  a  truly  pious  and  vir¬ 
tuous  temper  in  the  votaries  of  any  religion, 
if  they  are  enforced  by  dodlrlnes,  and  fup- 
ported  by  inftitutions  of  worftiip,  which  are 
of  a  corrupting  and  immoral  tendency.  On 
the  contrary,  the  general  fpirit  and  temper, 
gradually  infufed  by  an  abfurd  and  falfe  fy- 
flem  of  religious  belief,  will  enervate  its  mo¬ 
ral  precepts,  and  render  them  of  no  effe(ft. 
How  greatly  then  do  they  miftake  the  cafe, 
who  think  it  a  matter  of  mere  indifference, 
what  fcheme  of  religious  principles  men  form 
to  themfelves,  whether  true  or  falfe  :  for  the 
more  fincere  they  are  in  their  religious  belief 
and  profcffion,  and  the  more  deeply  they  are 
iinprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  its  truth  and  im¬ 
portance^  their  temper  and  difpofitions  will- 
take  a  correfpondent  tindlure,  either  of  pu- 
ritj^or  impurity,  of  excellence  or  depravity. 
It  is  only  divine  and  moral  truth  which  can 
enlighten  the  foul,  and  purify  the  heart.  In 
a  word,  the  gofpel-revelation,  which  con¬ 
tains  the  nobleft  fyftem  of  religion  that  w'as 
ever  propofed  to  mankind  ;  which  exhibits- 
the  moft  juft  and  amiable  charaifter  of  the 
Deity,  and  extenfive  views  of  his  moral  go¬ 
vernment  i  which  not  only  delineates  the  rule 

oi: 
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of  duty  in  its  fulleft  extent,  but  alfo  enforces 
its  obligation  by  the  authority  of  the  Supreme 
Legiflator,  who  is  continually  carrying  on 
the  moft  beneficent  plan  of  our  redemption, 
from  a  date  of  guilt  and  depravity,  to  hap- 
pinefs  and  immortal  life  ;  does  evidently  e- 
vidently  eftablifii  the  pra<ftice  of  univerfal 
righteoufnefs  on  the  furefl:  bafis.  Now,  from 
all  this  it  muft  appear,  that  the  genuine  fpi- 
rit  of  the  gofpel  is  that  of  univerfal  virtue, 
which  can  be  the  effedl  only  of  a  juft  view, 
and  ferious  belief,  of  its  divine  principles. 
When,  therefore,  the  true  fpirit  of  religion 
is  declining  in  any  Chriftian  fociety,  and,  on 
the  contrary,  a  fpiritual  languor  and  infenfi- 
bility  is  growing  apace,  it  muft  be  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  following  caufes  co¬ 
operating  to  produce  it,  viz.-  Ignorance  of  the 
truths  and  obligations  of  religion  •,  or.  Inat¬ 
tention  to  its  importance,  and  connedlion  with 
true  happinefs  ;  An  abfurd  fpirit  of  fcepticifin, 
in  fome,  as  to  all  religious  principles  in  gene¬ 
ral  ;  and,  A  factious  and  divifive  fpirit,  in  o- 
thers,  about  matters  of  lefs  importance  and 
doubtful  interpretation. 

I.  Ignorance  of  the  truths  religion  cannot 
■fail  to  produce  indifference  to  it,  and  effec¬ 
tually  obftru<ft  improvement  in  its  genuine 
fpirit  and  temper.  And,  indeed,  it  is  furpri- 
fing  what  grofs  miftakes  and  mifreprefenta- 
tions  of  religion  are  to  be  met  with  amongft 
people  favoured  with  the  beft  inftitutions, 
and  the  beft  opportunities  of  attaining  re¬ 
ligious- 
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ligious  knowledge  ;  nay  even  fometimes  a- 
mong  pei'fons  of  improved  underftanding, 
and  juft  tafte,  in  other  branches  of  ufeful 
knowledge. 

The  truth  is,  the  care  of  cultivating  reli¬ 
gious  knowledge  is  but  too  apt  to  be  negleft- 
cd  by  parents  and  others  who  have  the  charge 
of  training  up  youth.  While  lome  attention 
is  perhaps  given  to  point  out  to  them  the  du¬ 
ties  they  owe  to  fociety,  and  to  teach  them 
thofe  accomplilhments  which  qualify  them  to 
make  a  figure  in  the  world,  the  duties  which 
they  owe  to  God  their  Creator,  and  the  means 
of  being  fitted  for  his  heavenly  kingdom,  are 
often  ftiamefully  neglefted,  as  of  no  import¬ 
ance  or  confideration.  A  plan  of  education 
unconnected  with  any  religious  fyftem,  feems 
too  much  the  fafliionable  mode  with  us. 
Hence  an  indifference  to  religion,  and  every 
thing  connected  with  it,  foon  appears  ;  which 
grows  every  day  ftronger  and  ftronger,  and 
attends  numbers  through  all  the  ftages  of  their 
after-life.  This  muft  at  length  ifTue  in  a  ftate 
of  abfolute  infenfibility  to  moral  and  religious 
truth.  Perhaps  fuch  perfons  ftill  retain  the 
name  of  Chriftian  in  common  with  others  ; 
but  they  neither  know,  nor  are  defirous  to 
know,  any  thing  farther  of  the  matter.  They 
confider  all  religions  as  alike  j  as  a  matter 
of  mere  mode  or  fafiuon,  according  to  the 
different  taftes  and  humours  of  difierent  coun¬ 
tries.  Is  then  the  fpirit  and  character  of  the 
Chriftian  religion  to  be  fought  for, .  or  to  be 

found, 
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found,  amongft  fuch  blind  and  unprincipled 
votaries  ?  Is  not  the  frequent  and  fatal  ne- 
gle<5t  of  religious  education  to  be  juftly  viewed 
as  one  principal  fource  of  ignorance,  and  that 
ignorance  the  fource  of  much  licentioufnefs, 
both  of  fentinient  and  manners  ? 

2.  But  if  many  are  deflroyed  for  lack  of  re¬ 
ligious  knowledge,  inattention  to  the  truths 
and  facred  obligations  of  religion  makes  ha- 
vock  of  ftill  far  greater  numbers  of  mankind. 
Many  feem  to  pay  a  fort  of  political  refpedl 
to  the  Chriftian  religion,  merely  as  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  their  country,  eftablidied  by  autho¬ 
rity,  and  incorporated  with  our  civil  confti- 
tutlon.  A  fenfe  of  decency  prevents  their  de¬ 
riding  and  contemning  its  public  inftitutiens, 
?.nd  produces  an  occafional  conformity  to 
them  :  but  their  faith,  or  attachment  to  the 
gofpel,  goes  no  farther.  They  are  neither  a- 
vowed  infidels  nor  found  believers  j  they  have 
never  inquired  into  its  origin,  nor  the  falu- 
tary  end^  of  Its  promulgation  ;  they  do  not 
perhaps  call  in  queftion  its  truth  in  general  j 
but  they  have  no  ferious  conviction  of  its  im¬ 
portance,  as  a  plan  for  conducing  men  to  e- 
verlafling  happinefs  :  they  have  a  general  ex¬ 
pectation  of  this  happinefs  j  but  they  can  give 
no  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  them.  The 
character  and  difpofition  of  fuch  perfons  with 
refpeCt  to  religion,  is  precifely  that  of  the 
church  of  Laodicea,  neither  cold  nor  hot  j 
againfl  which  temper  of  neutrality  and  indif¬ 
ference  our  Saviour  expreffes  fo  great  an  a- 

verfion. 
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verfion.  Is  not  this  the  real  amount  of  the 
religious  profeffion  of  many  who  pretend  to 
think  more  juftly,  and  to  form  more  exten- 
iive  views,  than  the  vulgar  ?  Can  we  reaidn- 
ably  expect  that  their  religious  faith,  if  it  de- 
ferves  the  name,  fhould  have  the  Icafi;  in* 
fluence  on  their  temper  and  condutSt  ? 

3.  A  fpirit  of  fcepticifm  among  the  learned 
and  fpeculative,  in  proportion  as  it  fpreads, 
has  no  fmall  influence  to  abate  their  zeal  and 
attachment  to  the  Chriftian  religion.  Super¬ 
ficial  reafonings  will  always  have  weight  with 
fuperficial  thinkers.  The  adverfaries  of  our 
holy  religion  have,  of  late  years,  changed 
their  method  of  attack.  After  being  fo  often 
foiled  in  the  open  field,  they  now  try  to  work 
their  way  imperceptibly,  by  lecret  undermi*- 
ning  i  the  tendency  of  which  is  only  known 
by  its  effects.  By  introducing  univerflil  feep- 
ticifin,  by  difputing  even  the  truth  of  felf-evi- 
dent  principles  that  are  fundamental  to  all 
reafoning,  they  lead  their  difciples  firft  to 
doubt,  and  then  to  deny,  the  effential  princi¬ 
ples  of  all  religion.  And,  indeed,  from  fcep¬ 
ticifm  to  downright  infidelity,  the  tranfition  is 
natural  and  eafy. 

At  any  rate,  an  indifference  to  religion 
muff  certainly  fpread,  and  take  deep  root,  in 
proportion  as  this  fceptical  humour  prevails 
or  gains  ground  •,  and  Chriftianity  itfelf,  the 
noblefl  fyllem  of  divine  truth,  and  the  moff 
proper  for  reforming  the  world,  be  treated 
merely  as  a  fubje(ff  of  fpeculation,  which  men 
VoL.  TIL  X  may 
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may  receive  or  reje^l:  at  pleafure.  Such  aca¬ 
demics  in  religion,  though  equally  averfe  to 
every  religious  fyftem,  yet  might,  with  a  bet¬ 
ter  grace,  affume  any  other  name  or  pro- 
feffion  than  that  of  Chriftian  ;  becaufe,  if 
the  gofpel  is  of  divine  original,  and  promul¬ 
gated  by  the  authority  of  Heaven  5  if  its  e- 
vidence  be  fuch  as  is  fufficient  to  found  a 
rational  convidlion  of  its  truth  ;  in  this  cafe, 
■we  are  not  only  bound  to  give  our  affent  to 
it,  but  to  afl  upon  the  principles  of  that  be¬ 
lief,  as  a  matter  of  the  laft  importance  to  our 
eternal  happinefs.  If  it  docs,  indeed,  con¬ 
tain  “  the  words  of  eternal  life,”  the  only 
plan  and  terms  of  acceptance  with  God,  then, 
furely,  to  rejefl  it  with  fcorn,  or  even  to  ne¬ 
glect  to  confider  it  with  due  attention,  muft 
be  highly  criminal  and  dangerous  :  “  How 
lhall  we  efcape,  if  we  neglect  fo  great  falva- 
tion  ?  ”  Heb.  ii.  3. 

4.  The  fame  noxious  difeafe,  of  indifference 
to  religion,  in  any  fociety,  is  always  greatly 
.cherifhed  and  promoted  by  a  factious  and  di- 
viliye  fpirit  in  others,  by  ill-placed  and  in- 
, temperate  zeal  about  points  of  leiTer  import¬ 
ance,  and  of  a  doubtful  nature.  Scepticifm 
and  bigotry,  how  oppofite  foever  to  one  an¬ 
other,  yet  are  often  fimilar  in  their  influence, 
and  produdtive  of  the  fame  effects  •,  they  are 
both  equally  I'epugnant  to  the  true  fpirit  of 
religion.  They  agree  in  taking  away  all  dif- 
tinftion  between  the  primary  and  fecondary 
fycudas  of  religion  j  the  one,  by  depreffing 
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the  former  into  the  obfcurity  of  the  latter  ; 
the  other,  by  exalting  the  latter  to  the  digni¬ 
ty  and  importance  of  the  former.  The  feep- 
tic  affaults  the  fyftem  of  religion,  by  undermi¬ 
ning  its  foundation ;  the  bigot,  by  eretSling 
an  unwieldy  fuperhruilure  of  perifliing  mate¬ 
rials. 

The  folly  and  perverfenefs  of  mankind  oft¬ 
en  change  their  moft  Important  bleffings  into 
real  evils,  by  abufing  them,  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  the  divine  goodnefs.  And  there 
is  no  public  blefllng  more  frequently  pervert-^ 
ed  in  this  manner,  than  that  of  liberty,  both 
civil  and  religious.  My  fubject  naturally  leads 
me  to  fpeak  of  the  latter ;  which,  though 
one  of  the  bed  of  earthly  bledings  in  itfelf, 
yet  feldorn  fails,  through  mifimprovement, 
to  batch,  under  its  prolific  wings,  m.any  dif¬ 
ferent  fefls  and  parties,  who  generally  profe- 
cute  the  interefis  of  their  faction,  with  much 
heat  and  paflion,  under  the  name  of  religious 
zeal. 

It  would  be  extremely  Improper  for  me, 
at  prefent,  to  make  a  diflertation  on  the  va¬ 
rious  feifts  and  faftions  which  enjoy  a  legal  in¬ 
dulgence  amongft  us.  *,  and  far  more,  to  enter 
into  a  difeuffion  of  their  feparating  princi¬ 
ples.  Perhaps  it,  might  juftly  be  thought  to 
favour  of  that  very  fpirit  of  animofity  which 
we  condemn  as  fo  prejudicial  to  the  moral  in¬ 
fluence  of  true  religion.  But,  in  general, 
one  may  venture  to  affirm,  without  offending 
the  moft  angry  difputant,  that  the  far  greater 
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luimber  of  controverlial  points  among  Pro- 
leifants,  are  carried  to  a  much  greater  height, 
and  profecuted  with  a  keener  zeal,  than  their 
weight  and  importance  will  bear  ;  that  amidft 
fo  many  qiieftions,  agitated  with  fo  much  un- 
cliaritable  humour,  the  eflential  points  of  re* 
li<Tion  feem  to  be  but  little  underftood,  and 
dill  lefs  regarded  ;  and  that  its  mod  facrecl 
laws  are  often  trampled  on  in  the  rage  of  dif- 
putation. 

What  manifold  mifchiefs  doth  not  this  fac¬ 
tious  and  turbulent  fpirit  produce  ?  Particu¬ 
larly  in  caufing  many  fuperhcial  inquirers  to 
think,  that  religion  is  merely  a  fubjedl  of  dif- 
pute  and  opinion,  without  any  relation  to 
life  or  manners  ;  that  its  tendency  is  fo  far 
from  promoting  peace  on  earth,  that  it  ferves 
only  to  divide  mankind  more  and  more.  Thus 
it  is,  that  profeffing  Chriftians,  by  their  un- 
chriftian  animohties,  have  furniHied  infidels 
tvith  the  mod  plaufible  objections  againft  our 
holy  religion  :  whereas,  'was  this  truly  a- 
raiable  inftitution  but  fairly  delineated,  as 
taught  by  our  Saviour  and  his  apoftles,  and 
its  exalted  virtues  exhibited  to  public  obferva- 
tion,  in  the  lives  of  its  votaries  ;  it  could  not 
fail  to  gain  more  profelytes,  than  the  moft 
excellent  apologies  that  were  ever  written  in 
its  defence.  Thefe  may  convince  the  judge¬ 
ment,  by  difplaying  its  evidence  ;  but  this 
would  reach  the  heart,  and  captivate  the  af- 
feClions  to  its  love  and  obedience. 

Happy,  indeed,  were  it  for  Proteftants, 
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members  of  churches  that  are  called  reformed^- 
if  the  experience  of  paft  ages  taught  them 
wlfdom,  to  differ  in  peace  and  charity,  and’ 
to  unite  their  influence  againfl;  the  adverfaries 
of  their  common  faith.  Was  this  the  cafe, 
our  religious  controverfles  would  even  be¬ 
come  fewer  in  number  y  becaufe  the  minds  of 
men  would  be  better  difpofed  for  feeing  and 
embracing  the  truth,  which  prejudice  and  paf- 
fion  are  fo  apt  to  disfigure,  and  conceal  from 
our  view. 

I  lhall  proceed  to  point  out;>~ 

II.  The  v-ifible  fymptoms  of  the  preva¬ 
lence  and  progrefs  of  this  fatal  difeafe,  of 
indifierence  to  religion,  amongfl:  ourfelves. 

However  difficult  it  may  be  to  trace  this 
noxious  difeafe  to  its  proper  caufes,  yet  its 
fymptoms  are  plain  and  evident. 

And,  I .  Where-ever  this  fpirit  prevails,  it 
will  naturally  produce  a  growing  negledl,  if 
not  a  contempt,  of  the  inftitutions  of  divine 
worflhip.  Outward  forms  of  worlhip  and  de¬ 
votion  are  elTential  to  religion,  and  abfolutely 
necelTary  to  fupport  the  ferious  belief  and- 
impreffion  of  its  truths  on  the  minds  of  men 
and  when  thefe  are  difufed,  it  is  impoffible 
to  preferve  their  moral  influence  on  our  tem¬ 
per  and  conduct.  In  this  fentiment  all  man¬ 
kind  have  agreed,  let  their  fchemes  of  religion, 
have  been  ever  fo  oppofite  j.and  the  fame  prin^- 
ciple  has  been  ratified  and  confirmed  under 
ail  tfle  dilpeafations  of  true  religion. 
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When,  therefore,  at  any  period,  we  fee 
numbers  who  profefs  the  Chrihian  religion, 
either  conllantly  or  hab-itually  abfenting  them- 
felves  from  affemblies  for  divine  worfhip  j 
when  fuch  frivolous  pretences  are  deemed  luf- 
ficient  for  excufing  their  abfence,  as  they 
would  be  afliamed  to  plead  in  apology  for 
the  neglecft  ot  any  appointed  meeting  for  buli- 
nefs,  or  even  pleafure  •,  or  if,  when  occa- 
fionally  they  appear  in  the  houfe  of  God,  they 
plainly  Ihow,  by  their  deportment,  that  to 
worlhip  the  Almighty  is  no  part  of  their  in¬ 
tention  j  if  fuch  a  fpirit  as  this  Ihould  pre¬ 
vail,  efpecially  among  thofe  whofe  example 
n'.uil  have  the  greatefl  influence  to  form  the 
lalle  and  manners  of  the  people,  <vvho  would 
hefitate  to  fay,  that  true  piety  was  declining 
apace  in  fuch  a  fociety,  and  that  an  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  religion  was  fpreading  its  noxious  in- 
tluence  more  and  more  ? 

2.  In  an  age  difaffedfed  to  religion,  we 
iuay  allb  naturally  expecSl  to  fee  its  miniflers 
defpiied,  even  for  their  work’s  fake.  In  eve¬ 
ry  country  where  the  lead;  notion  of  Deity 
has  been  difeovered,  we  always  find,  not  on¬ 
ly  places^  but  perfons  too,  confecrated  to  re¬ 
ligion,  for  the  purpofe  of  prellding  in  reli¬ 
gious  affemblies,  and  diretffing  the  devotions 
of  tl\e  people.  So  that  this  is  a  principle 
fupported  by  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind,. 
Ah.it  religion,  aS  v/ell  as  th.e  arts  and  fciences, 
requires  its  public  minitlers  and  teachers. 

.^Vv  '.hen  public  foundations  for  inflrujTcing; 
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youth  in  the  different  branches  of  literature 
and  ufet'ul  knowledge,  lb  generally  applauded 
and  eflablilhed  among  all  civilized  nations  ? 
and  lhall  any  be  found  fo  abfurd  and  unrea- 
Ibnable,  as  to  account  the  minillry  of  the  go- 
fpel  an  unneceffary  inftitution  ? 

When,  therefore,  this  facred  office  is  held 
by  many  in  dii'repure,  is  made  the  jeft  of  the 
fcorner,  and  the  fong  of  the  drunkard  ;  when 
the  fcanty  provilion  allotted  for  its  mainte¬ 
nance  in  times  of  greater  refpe(5t  for  religion, 
is  confidered  as  an  unneceffary  and  intolerable 
burden  *,  when  legal  taxes,  for  fupporting  the 
places  confecrated  to  the  worlhip  of  God, 
are  fubmitted  to  with  the  moft  obvious  reluc- 
tancy,  "and  defrayed  with  the  utmoff  poffible 
parlimony  *,  while  far  heavier  impolitiens,  in 
fupport  of  expenffve  amufements,  are  volun¬ 
tarily  agreed  to,  and  laid  out  with  the  great- 
eft  liberality  and  chearfulnefs  ;  are  not  all 
thefe  appearances,  and  which  too  are  every 
day  increaling,  too  evident  a  proof,  that  we 
are  become  “  lovers  of  pleai’ures,  more  than 
“  lovers  of  God  ?  ”  This  leads  me  to  ob- 
ferve, 

3.  That  a  people  immerfed  in  luxury  and/  * 
voluptuoufnefs,  muft  certainly  be  declining  in 
their  religious  and  moral  charadler.  A  fpirit 
of  levity  and  diflipation  is  quite  inconfilient 
with  the  v.dfe  and  manly  fpirit  of  religion. 
The  only  lawful  and  laudable  end  of  amufe- 
m.nts,  ill  general,  is  to  unbend  and  relax 
the  mind  from  its  more  important  purfuits  ; 
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to  renew  its  ftrength  and  vigour,  for  profe- 
cuting,  with  greater  facility,  the  great  pur- 
pofes  of  our  being.  Here  is  the  proper 
boundary,  which  we  cannot  tranfgrefs,  not 
only  without  blame,  but  without  prejudice 
to  our  beft  inierefls.  When,  therefore,  a- 
mufements,  even  the  moft  innocent,  become 
the  only  ferious  bulinefs  of  life  ;  when  the 
tafte  runs  fo  high,  as  to  comprehend  every 
diftindlion  of  age,  condition,  or  charadter  ; 
when  improvements  in  this  way  are  purfued 
as  the  moft  fucccfsful  road  to  fame  ;  may  it 
not  be  faid  of  us,  in  the  words  of  the  Apoftie 
James,  That  “  we  hve  in  pleafure,  and  are 
“  waxen  wanton  ?  ”  Is  it  poflible  that  per- 
fons  engaged  in  fuch  a  courfe  of  idlenefs  and 
diflipation,  and  whofe  whole  life  is  a  circle 
of  vain  and  trifling  amufements,  fltould  ever 
find  themfelves  at  lelfure,  ordifpofed,  to  think 
of  their  condition  in  a  future  world,  or  the 
means  of  fecuring  a  happy  eternity  ? 

But  would  to  God  we  could  fay  nothing 
worfe  of  many  favourite  amufements  in  vogue, 
than  that  they  are  light  and  trifliuig.  Are 
not  fome  of  them  the  greateft  fnares  to  vir¬ 
tue,  'and  incitements  to  the  bafeft  paflions  ? 
I  mean,  the  prevailing  paffion  for  lucrative 
gaming,  now  become  the  occupation,  not 
merely  of  idle  vagrants  of  the  vulgar  tribe, 
as  in  former  times,  but  of  too  many  of  their 
fuperiors  in  rank  and  fortune.  It  is  a  paffion 
which  has  a  diredt  tendency  to  extinguifh  the 
nobleft  virtues,  and  to  cherifh  the  naeaneft 
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■^Ices,  in  the  heart.  Juftk-e  and  candour, 
benevolence  and  generolity,  the  principles  of 
honour  and  friendlhip,  and  even  natural  af- 
fetkion,  are  quickly  fupplanted  by  covetouf- 
nefs,  envy,  and  capricious  anger  :  a  fordid 
and  infatiable  third  for  gain  takes  entire  pof- 
feflion  of  the  foul ;  every  degree  of  public 
fpirit,  every  humane  and  generous  fentiment, 
is  rooted  out,  or  fupprefled,  by  a  mean  fel- 
fiflinefs  which  governs  all  :  the  important  du* 
ties  of  civil  and  domedic  life,  the  public  and 
private  exercifes  of  divine  worfiiip,  fo  necef- 
fary  to  preferve  a  fenfe  of  religion  in  the 
minds  of  men,  are  neglected,  for  the  fake  of 
amufements,  frivolous  in  their  nature,  and 
fatal  in  their  confequences. 

III.  I  (hall  conclude  with  fuggeding  foms 
things,  which,  if  ferioufly  attended  to,  might 
prove,  through  the  divine  bleffing,  an  effec¬ 
tual  remedy  againd  fuch  diforders,  and  con¬ 
ducive  to  revive  a  fpirit  of  true  piety  and  vir¬ 
tue  amongd  us. 

I.  The  early  indrufrion  of  youth  in  the 
principles  of  divine  truth  and  wifdora,  merits 
furely  the  fird  confideration.  Here  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  national  virtue  mud  be  laid  *,  with¬ 
out  which,  no  after  difcipline  and  culture  will 
much  avail.  When  v/e  ferioufly  conffder  the 
unhappy  bias  of  our  minds  to  error  and  vice, 
it  is  highly  proper  to  give  children  an  early 
prepofleflion  in  favour  of  religion,  and  that 
from  the  very  fird  difplay  of  thought ;  be- 
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caufe  I'eafon  ■will  very  foon  confirm  it  into  a 
moral  habit  and  conftitution  of  mind.  Pa¬ 
rents,  and  all  tutors  of  youth,  ought  careful¬ 
ly  to  defend  children  againft  the  firlf  impref- 
iions  of  impiety,  and  endeavour  to  infpire 
them  with  a  reverence  for  religion,  even  be¬ 
fore  they  are  capable  of  underllanding  its 
nature,  or  the  various  obTigations  refulting 
from  it.  It  mufi:  be  of  great  ufe  to  prevent 
corrupt  principles  and  intemperate  paflions 
from  taking  pofleffion  of  the  mind,  and  to 
check  their  finl;  appearance  before  they  ga¬ 
ther  flrength,  and  are  confirmed  by  habit. 

Let  them  particularly,  with  a  becoming 
zeal,  reftrain  and  clifcourage  all  fort  of  lan¬ 
guage  that  favours  of  impiety  or  profanenefs  j 
by  which  the  name  and  honour  of  the  Deity 
is  infulted,  and  his  authority  contemned.  The 
neglecl  of  this  fingle  circumfiance  is  fufficient, 
of  itfelf,  to  harden  the  heart  againft  all  ferious 
impreffions  of  religious  truths  to  the  very  end. 
of  life. 

I  cannot  pretend,  at  prefent,  to  lay  down  a 
full  and  particular  plan  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion,  but  only  to  point  out  fome  dangerous 
miftakes,  which  fhould  be  carefully  avoided. 
For  inftance.  While  parents  and  teachers  arc 
at  due  pains  to  inftrtuft  youth  in  the  funda- 
lEcntal  principles  of  natural  and  revealed  re¬ 
ligion,  kt  them,  at  the  fame  time,  carefully 
guard  againft  infpiring  them  with  a  blind  and 
intemperate  zeal  for  the  diftinguiftiing  tenets 
of  a  particular  party,  or  a  violent  averfion  to 
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all  who  difFer  from  them.  The  common  ef¬ 
fect  of  fuch  a  narrow  and  injudicious  educa¬ 
tion,  is  either  to  prejudice  them  againft  reli¬ 
gion  in  general,  as  merely  a  fubjeft  of  de¬ 
bate  and  wrangling  ;  or  to  train  them  up  in 
a  habit  of  contention,  and  thus  to  cherifli 
a  bitter  and  uncharitable  fpirit,  quite  oppo- 
iite  to  the  meek  and  peaceable  fpirit  of  the  go- 
fpel. 

And  to  all  this  let  them  not  fail  to  add  & 
truly  pk)us  and  virtuous  example ;  which, 
will  moft  cfficacioufly  convince  them  of  the 
truth  and  excellence  of  religion,  as  well  as 
give  force  and  energy  to  their  inftruftions. 
Thus  the  natural  affeflion  of  children  will 
co-operate  with  parental  authority,  in  car¬ 
rying  on  their  religious  improvement.  This 
is  an  inftance  of  zeal  for  true  religion,  not 
only  of  the  greateft  importance  in  itfelf,  but 
alfo  within  the  fphere  of  the  generality  to  ex¬ 
hibit,  and  is  equally  produftive  of  public  and 
private  happinefs. 

2.  The  countenance  and  example  of  perfons 
in  higher  ftations  of  life,  on  the  fide  of  re¬ 
ligion,  would  be  of  the  greateft  efficacy  to  re¬ 
vive  a  fpirit  of  true  piety  and  virtue,  and 
diffufe  it  through  the  inferior  ranks  of  men. 
The  principles  and  practice  of  the  great  arc 
extremely  diffufive  in  their  influence,  efpe- 
cially  if  unhappily  favourable  to  impiety  and 
vice  :  their  flatterers  and  dependents,  from 
fervility,  conform  to  their  mafters ;  and  the 
poifon  gradually  fpreads  through  all  the  in-i 
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term^diate  orders.  Thus  irreligion  may,  in 
time,’  become  even  popular  and  prevailing  ; 
its  infamy,  in  fome  fenfe,  be  taken  away  j 
and  the  fcandal  feem  rather  to  lie  on  the  fide 
of  religion  and  virtue.  Nothing  then  would 
prove  fo  fovereign  and  effectual  a  remedy 
for  this  growing  evil,  as  the  good  example 
of  men  of  power  and  influence.  This  would 
foon  bring  the  fludy  and  .practice  of  religion 
into  repute  ;  acls  of  impiety  and  profanenefs 
would  become  matter  of  lhame  and  reproach 
in  the  eyes  of  men,  as  they  are  always  offen- 
five  to  God. 

It  deferves  to  be  remembered,  to  their  everr 
iafting  honour,  that  it  was  chiefly  owing,  un¬ 
der  God,  to  the  noble  and  fpirited  zeal  of 
our  great  men,  that  our  happy  Pteformation 
from  the  corruptions  of  Popery  was  fuccefs- 
fully  brought  about.  And  we  may  fafely 
.add,  that  it  is  only  by  a  revival  of  the  fame 
laudable  and  excellent  fpirit,  that  we  can  rea- 
fonably  hope  to  fee  the  praflice  of  true  piety 
and  virtue  again  fiourifh  amongft  us.  This 
\vouId  fecure  them  a  more  glorious  fame  than 
the  heroes  of  ancient  times  acquired  by  their 
valorous  achievements,  and  perpetuate  their 
honour  through  eternity  itfelf. 

We  have  furely  reafon  to  blefs  God,  that, 
even  in  this  age  of  pleafure  and  diflipation, 
we  have  yet  fome  eminent  examples  of  real 
piety  and  virtue  amongft  the  greateft  and 
mofl;  diftinguiflied  of  our  countrymen  in 
point  Or  rank  and  condition  j  who  are  not 
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afliamed  of  the  gofpel  of  ChrHf,  and  whofe 
praife  is  not  of  men  only,  but  of  God  :  that 
particularly  the  higheft  perfonage  in  the 
kingdom  is  not  more  diftinguifhed  by  his 
Princely  than  his  Chriftian  virtues.  Who 
knows  how  far  the  influence  of  fuch  exam¬ 
ples  may  at  length  extend  ?  Would  not  a 
juft  fenfe  of  religion  revived  amongft  us, 
prove  the  moft  efiectual  remedy  of  thofe  pu¬ 
blic  diforders,  which  are  but  too  frequent,  and 
have  become  an  object  of  ferious  attention  ? 
By  this  means  a  turbulent  and  fed itious  Ipirit 
would  ceafe  among  the  people,  thrir  fuperiors 
in  rank  and  power  would  regain  their  in¬ 
fluence  over  them  ;  to  the  lols  of  which,  too 
often  chargeable  on  themfelvcs,  I  apprehend, 
our  prefcnt  commotions  may  more  juftly  be 
traced  back,  than  to  any  other  caufe  that  has 
been  affigned. 

LaJ}ly,  Much  will  ever  depend  on  us,  my 
Reverend  Brethren  of  the  clergy,  for  reviving 
a  fpirit  of  true  piety  and ’virtue  among  the 
people.  Of  all  the  different  claffes  of  men, 
we  are  furely  capable  of  doing  the  greatefl: 
fervice  or  prejudice  to  the  intereffs  of  true 
religion,  I  Ihould  almofl  think  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  fay,  that  we  ouglit  carefully  to  pre- 
ferve  ourfelves,  not  only  from  the  guilt,  but 
even  the  fulpicioa  of  impiety  or  wickednefs  ; 
becaule  fuch  a  chara<51;er,  in  a  minifter  of 
Chrift,  is,  at  hrll:  fight,  and  in  the  eyes  of 
all  men,  abfurd  and  deteftable.  And  I  think 
it  but  juflice  to  obferve  on  this  occalion,  that 
voL.  111.  y  in 
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in  this  national  church  inftances  of  this  fort 
lefs  frequently  occur,  or  are  fuffered  to  pafs 
u’ith  impunity,  than  in  any  other.  Although, 
in  feme  few  cafes,  the  guilty  may  poffibly  e- 
icape  deferred  cenfure,  it  is  no  more  than 
what  muft  fometimes  happen  in  judicatories 
made  up  of  fallible  men.  At  the  fame  time, 
there  is  certainly  nothing  which  more  de¬ 
fer  ves  the  ftricteh  attention,  than  to  preferve 
the  reputation  of  our  church  for  purity 
of  manners  ;  a  reputation  which  we  hill 
poffefs,  and,  I  hope,  will  maintain  to  lateft 
ages.  Some  other  churches  may  boaft  of 
their  riches  and  power,  and  thereby  acquire 
An  exterior  pomp  and  luftre  ;  but  we  muft 
Jftand  or  fall,  in  the  eftimation  of  mankind,  by 
the  purity  of  our  faith  and  morals,  and  an  un¬ 
remitting  diligence  in  the  duties  of  our  facred 
a^ffice. 

But  is  merely  abftalning  from  groffer  vices 
and  offences  all  that  our  public  character  re¬ 
quires,  or  the  world  expeifts  from  us  ?  Sure¬ 
ly  not.  An  exalted  piety,  and  exemplary 
virtue,  are  not  only  highly  ornamental,  but 
abfolutely  neceffary,  to  add  dignity  to  our 
character,  and  efficacy  to  our  religious  in- 
ftruclions.  Such  a  general  temper  and  de¬ 
portment  will  be  always  looked  for  from  us, 
as  becomes  thofe  who  have  a  high  ftandard 
of  moral  excellence  continually  before  their 
eyes.  Every  man  of  common  difeernment, 
can  eafily  diftinguilh  the  peculiar  fpirit  of 
public  profeffions,  and  thofe  who  are  pofTeffi- 
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eJ  of  it  in  an  eminent  degree.  Attention  to 
this  is  neceflary  in  every  profeffion,  not  only 
to  the  reputation  of  men,  but  to  their  fucceis 
in  profecuting  the  end  they  have  in  view. 
And  be  afflired  of  it,  my  brethren,  the  world- 
is  at  no  lofs  to  judge,  and  with  precihon  too, 
when  we  deviate  from  the  fpirit  and  rules  of 
our  facred  office.  Allow  me  to  fity,  that 
whatever  favours  of  levity  and  folly  fliould  be 
carefully  avoided,  if  we  would  aft  up  to  the 
dignity  of  our  charaffer,  and  be  of  real  fer- 
vice  to  mankind  ;  as  it  always  betrays  wane 
of  judgement  and  prudence,  and  mud:  thereby 
diminilh  the  influence  of  our  indruftions,  iu- 
proportion  as  it  links  us  in  the  edeem  of  the 
public. 

To  conclude  :  Let  us  endeavour  to  revive 
a  fpirit  of  true  piety  and  religion  in  our- 
felvcs  ;  and  who  knows  how  far  and  tvide  its- 
falutary  influence  may  extend  ?  Let  us  care¬ 
fully  fupprefs  a  fpirit  of  faclion  and  parry,  fo 
dedruftive  of  our  mutual  union  *,  and  amidd 
unavoidable  diderences  of  opinion,  about  que- 
dions  refpecling  public  order,  let  us  dill  pre- 
ferve  “  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of 
“  peace.”  We  are  like  “  a  city  fet  on  a  hill, 
“  that  cannot  be  hid.”  Our  virtues  and  vices,. 
and  even  our  defeffs  and  infirmities,  are  more' 
vifible  and  ftriking  than  thofe  of  other  men. 
Let  therefore  our  general  temper  and  de¬ 
portment  favour  of  true  piety,  as  becomes 
tlaofe  who  are  addifted  to  the  contemplation^ 
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of  fpiritual  and  divine  objefts,  and  alienated 
from  the  vanities,  as  well  as  the  corruptions, 
of  the  world.  “  BlelTed  is  that  wife  and  faith- 
“  ful  fervant,  whofe  Lord,  w’’hen  he  comethj 
“  jOiall  find  fo  doing.” 
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The  Peace  of  the  Grave. 

By  John  Mackenzie,  V.  D.  M. 

Job,  hi.  17.  18.  19. 

There  the  ivichcd  ceafc  from  troubling ;  an(^ 
there  the  weary  be  at  ref. 

There  the  prifoners  ref  together^  they  hear  not 
the  voice  of  the  opprcfor. 

The  fnall  and  great  are  there,  and  the  fervant 
is  free  from  his  mafer. 

Whenever  we  are  ferioufly  dlfpofed  to 
turn  our  thoughts  upon  deatli,  no 
view  of  that  awful  fubjedt  is  more  apt  to  flrike 
us,  than  the  complete  equality  which  it  intro¬ 
duces  among  the  different  ranks  and  condi-' 
tions  of  human  life  ;  at  the  fame  time,  no¬ 
view  of  it  is  more  affecting,  nor  is  there  any 
fource  fi'om  which  we  may  derive  more  im¬ 
portant  confequences.  The  rivers  and  ftreamss 
which  run  along  the  furface  of  this  globe  are' 
all  equal  in  their  original,  whether  we  conh- 
der  them  in  themfelves,  or  in  the  common 
caufes  from  which  they  all  arife  Some  puny 
fount,  or  contiguous  mountain,  taught  them 
at  fil’d  to  floY/  ;  but,  in  their  courfes  along 
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the  earth,  they  foon  become  diftinguifhed, 
and  by  a  thonfand  accidents.  Some,  fcarcc 
ilTued  from  their  parent  urns,  are  fwelled  with 
fnows,  and  augmented  by  the  continual  ac- 
ceffion  of  numerous  ftreams  ;  till,  at  laft,  af- 
fembled  from  all  quarters  into  migh^y♦bodies, 
they  roll  over  the  world  with  fuperior  maje- 
jfy.  Others,  unaided  by  thefe  accidental  cau- 
fes,  admit  but  fmall  increafe,  and  run  along 
in  the  fame  humble  channel.  This  diftindlion, 
however,  is  not  of  long  duration  :  they  are 
all  to  meet  finally  in  one  place.  After  having 
run  their  appointed  courfes,  and  difplayed, 
for  fome  little  lime,  their  different  forces, 
they  fall  all  into  the  fea,  their  common  re¬ 
ceptacle.  Here  their  waters  are  blended,  their 
courfes  lofi:,  and  even  their  names  unknown. 
Thus,  as  they  were  equrd  in  their  original, 
they  are  again  equal  in  their  end.  —  This 
is  a  jufl  refemblance  of  human  life.  Men, 
as  they  ftand  in  nature,  are  equal  :  they  are 
equal,  when  they  firft  ilTue  into  life,  in  e- 
very  material  circumhance  ;  but,  as  they  proi- 
ceed,  this  equality  is  gradually  diminiflied  j, 
it  is  at  lah  feeraingly  altogether  deflroyed,  and 
becomes  to  common  eyes  invifible.  Soipe,  in 
the  courfe  of  their  prdgrefs,  are  augmented 
with  riches,  with  birth,  with  honours,  titles, 
and  fame  ;  others  aie  endowed  with  none  of 
all  thefe  acquifitions,  but  continue  in  their 
firif  humble  oblcurity.  Some,  again,  are  hap. 
py,  are  fortunate,  live  in  the  midh  of  eafe, 
of  health,  of  mirth,  and  jovial  pleafures ; 
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others  are  unhappy,  are  unfortunate,  prefTcd 
by  many  calamities,  have  their  health  impair¬ 
ed,  and  their  fpirits  broken.  Thus  the  ori¬ 
ginal  equality  of  nature  is  deftroycd  by  va¬ 
rious  caufes.  But  neither  does  this  Itate  of 
things  continue  long.  A  few  years  of  this 
i'cencry  elapfed,  and  death  reftores  this  equa¬ 
lity  again,  and  renders  the  appearance  of  hu¬ 
man  affairs  once  more  uniform.  In  the  grave 
all  the  dilfinftions  of  life  ceafe.  Nature  re¬ 
fumes  her  rights,  and  all  things  are  brought 
back  once  more  to  their  original  level. 

Now  this  view  of  the  event  is  infinitely  inter- 
efting  to  two  oppofite  fets  of  men,  though  in 
a  different  way,  and  for  contrary  reafons.  To 
thofe  who  are  fufferers  by  the  prefent  inequa¬ 
lity  which  prevails  in  life,  the  profpeeft  of  its 
abolition  muff  be  a  favourite  lubje<£f  of  con¬ 
templation.  It  muff  be  fo  in  a  ffill  higher  de¬ 
gree,  when  their  fulferings  are  brought  upon 
them  by  the  oppreffive  exertions  of  human 
power-,  and  when  they  confider  it  as  not  Only 
delivering  them  from  their  troubles,  and  pla¬ 
cing  them  beyond  the  reach  of  their  oppreff- 
ors  ;  but  as  difarming  their  oppreflbrs  them- 
felves  of  that  power  which  they  lb  greatly  ab- 
ufed,'  and  reducing  them  to  a  level  with  thofe 
over  whom  they  tyrannized.  This,  indeed, 
is  that  hoped-for  event  which  confoies  them 
in  the  midft  of  their  misfortunes  j  and  which, 
in  the  hours  of  their  bitterefl  anguiili,  they 
figh  after  with  unextinguifhable  ardour.  How 
juft,  then,  how  infinitely  pathetic  and  beau¬ 
tiful 
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tiful  is  this  meditation  of  Job  in  our  text  ? 
how  deeply  founded  in  the  moft  original  feel¬ 
ings  of  our  nature  ?  Overwhelmed  with  mife- 
ry  and  extreme  defpair,  he  is  reprefented  as 
looking  forward  to  the  grave  as  his  laft  re- 
fource  ;  confidering  it  as  a  place  where  the 
long  loft  equality  of  nature  fhall  be  again 
reftored,  where  the  troubled  in  heart  fliall 
breathe  from  their  calamities,  where  the  wic¬ 
ked  fhall  ceafe  from  oppreffing,  where  the 
weary  fliall  reft  from  all  their  woes,  where 
the  long  confined  prifoners  fhall  be  fet  at  li¬ 
berty,  where  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  power¬ 
ful  and  the  weak,  the  mafter  and  his  fervant, 
fhall  all  fit  together,  in  the  fame  general  re- 
pofe,  without  rules,  without  rank,  or  prece¬ 
dence.  To  the  oppofite  clafs  of  men  again, 
to  thofe  who  are  gainers  by  the  prefent  ine¬ 
quality,  the  event  muft  appear  in  a  different 
light,  and  produce  a  different  effect  upon 
their  fentiments.  But,  in  this  difeourfe,  wc 
fhall  confine  ourfelves,  with  Job,  to  the  firft 
clafs,  and  confider  the  grave  in  the  fingle  light 
of  a  relief  to  the  opprefled. 

In  difeourfing  farther,  therefore,  on  this 
fubjedl,  1  fliall  follow  the  order  of  the  text, 
and  obferve  the  following  method. 

1 .  I  fhall  confider  the  grave  as  a  place  where 
the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling. 

2.  I  fliall  confider  it  as  a  place  where  the 
weary  are  at  reft. 

3.  I  fliall  confider  it  as  a  place  where  the 
diftiniftions  of  life  are  levelled,  where  focie- 
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ty  returns  to  its  flrft  principles,  where  Nature 
refumes  her  rights,  and  every  man  is  replaced 
in  his  original  equality. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  I  am  to  confider  the 
grave  as  a  place  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from 
troubling. 

I  mean  not  at  prefent  to  addrefs  the  diflipa- 
ted  and  the  gay.  Unacquainted,  by  their  own 
experience,  with  the  troubles  of  life,  they  can 
know  them  only  by  the  information  of  others  i 
and  this  information,  fliould  any  one  be  lin¬ 
gular  enough  to  offer  it,  they  may  liflen  to 
or  not  as  they  are  difpofed.  The  troubling 
of  the  wicked  is  heard  at  a  diftance,  and  af- 
fechs  not  their  repofe.  It  may  ceafe  or  con¬ 
tinue  without  difturbing  their  Tyffem,  or  pro¬ 
ducing  any  material  change  upon  their  fenti- 
ments.  It  is  you,  my  brethren,  who,  like 
Hiyfelf,  have  been  tried  in  trouble,  whom  I 
now  mean  to  addrefs.  Come,  then,  and  let 
us  defeend  together  into  the  grave  *,  let  us  vi- 
llt  the  filent  kingdom,  and  draw  comfort 
from  thofe  regions  where  the  wicked  only 
can  defpair.  If  we  may  judge  of  the  purpofes 
of  Providence  by  the  events  of  life,  this  world 
was  not  made  for  z/j’,  nor  have  we  reafon  to 
conlider  it  as  our  portion. 

And,  in  the  firfl;  place,  in  viewing  the  king¬ 
dom  of  the  dead,  obferve  the  profound  quiet 
that  reigns  there.  More  ftill  than  the  unruf¬ 
fled  furface  of  the  deep,  the  face  of  this  mighty 
empire  is  tranquil,  and  all  is  folitude  and  li- 
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lence.  Here  is  no  invafion  of  property,  nor  a 
difpute  about  the  limits  which  divide  one  man’s 
territor)  from  another.  Every  Inhabitant  pof- 
fefles  his  own  narrow  houfe,  nor  feels  a  wilh, 
nor  can  make  a  motion,  to  tranfport  himfelf 
into  that  of  his  neighbour.  Is  hrife  then 
ceafed  ?  is  dil'cord  no  more  ?  can  the  wicked 
no  longer  trouble  No,  my  friends,  they 
can  trouble  no  more.  Hitherto  they  have 
been  permitted  to  come,''  but  they  can  go  no 
farther.  In  like  manner  fhall  yonr  cppreflbrs 
be  alfo  laid  low  •,  in  like  manner  lhall  ceafe 
from  troubling,  and  you  fiiall  be  delivered. 
That  dreadful  voice  which  yet  founds  in  your 
ears  lhall  fail,  nor  be  able  to  awaken  even  the 
faint  echo  of  the  tomb.  Where,  ye  mighty  !  is 
now  your  power  ?  Ye  oppreflbrs!  is  your  rage 
difarmed  ?  Do  ye  at  laft  know  yourfelves  to 
be  but  men  ?  And  can  you  refpeft  the  litua- 
tion  of  thofe  over  whom  fortune  hath  given, 
you  the  advantage  ?  can  you  ceafe  to  infuk 
them?  No;  but  Death  hath  interpofed,  and 
his  hern  order  mull:  be  complied  with  ;  whe¬ 
ther  you  incline  or  not,  you  muft  refign 
your  power,  and  ceafe  from  your  oppreffion. 

Of  all  the  appearances  which  this  world  ex¬ 
hibits,  there  is  none  which,  if  properly  con- 
fidered,  affords  a  larger  fund  of  mortifying 
fpeculatlon,  than  to  fee  one  man  prefuming  to 
opprefs  another.  In  a  mind  merely  philofo- 
phical,  it  raifes  curiofity  ;  in  a  mind  fenhble 
and  honeff,  it  excites  furprife  ;  in  a  mind  ca¬ 
pable  of  the  noble  refentmeat  of  virtue,  it 
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roufes  indignation.  Aik  that  man  who  fquee- 
zes  the  hard-wrought  labourer,  and  drives  his 
wi'etched  family  from  their  little  habitation, 
wdiat  right  he  has  to  opprefs  his  brethren  ? 
Aik  him,  if  the  man  he  opprefles  has  not 
fome  tide  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth  as  well  as 
himfelf  ?  Aik  him  what  the  unhappy  crea¬ 
ture  has  done  to  forfeit  it  ?  and  who  made  him 
the  judge  of  his  demerit  ?  He  will  tell  you, 
if  he  thinks  your  queillon  deferves  an  anfwer, 
that  the  land  is  his,  and  that  he  may  do  with 
his  own  what  he  pleafes.  Ailc  him,  then,  if 
compailion  at  lead  be  not  a  duty  ?  and  if  there 
is  not  a  greater  pleafure  in  doing  good  than 
evil  ?  Aik  him,  if  it  be  not  an  agreeable 
thing  to  make  the  people  whom  Heaven  has 
put  under  his  protefdon  happy  ?  and  what 
poilible  pleafure  he  can  receive  from  expofing 
a  family  to  mifery  ?  O,  he  wull  tell  you,  they 
are  idle,  and  unworthy  of  favour.  This,  I 
grant  it,  may  be  true  in  fome  inflances  ;  but 
1  fear  that,  in  general,  it  is  oftener  an  apolo¬ 
gy  for  oppreffion.  The  lurking  motive  more 
commonly  is,  (and  let  me  fay  it  is  a  bafe  one), 
that  the  great  man  wants  to  put  a  little  mo¬ 
ney  into  his  pocket.  How  mean  is  this  !  how 
defpicable  in  a  man  of  his  appearance  !  how 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  juflice  and  fo- 
ciety  !  let  me  dare  to  add,  how  oppofite  to  e- 
very  intention  of  God  !  In  another  light, 
how  poor  is  the  advantage  which  refults  to 
himfelf  ?  That  which  he  pares  away  in  this 
manner  from  the  earnings  of  tlie  .noor,  can- 
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not  make  him  more  happy,  though  it  ruins 
the  family  it  is  taken  from. 

I  faid,  it  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
focicty,  and  to  every  Intention  of  God.  If 
there  is  a  propofition  which  reafon  can  de- 
monftrate,  if  there  is  a  doctrine  which  ferip- 
ture  is  exprefs  upon,  it  is  this,  That  the  power¬ 
ful  men  of  this  world  are  the  agents  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  that  they  are  intrufled  with  the 
{lores  of  heaven,  not  for  their  own  fakes  on¬ 
ly,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  multitude.  How 
clfe  will  you  juftily  the  ways  of  Providence, 
or  account  for  that  manifeft  partiality  which 
it  has  Ihown  to  fome  men  in  preference  to  o- 
thers  ?  If  reafon  and  confcience  have  any 
weight,  and  the  feriptures  of  God  themfelves 
are  not  the  productions  of  a  party  ;  every  man 
pofielTed  of  property  or  power  is  abfolutely 
accountable,  in  this  very  light,  for  the  ufe 
which  he  makes  of  his  pofiTeffions.  But  as  if 
this  Avere  not  fufiicient,  and  Nature  w’ere  ftill 
fufpicious  that  her  intentions  might  be  mifta- 
ken  ;  as  an  additional  motive  to  difpenfe  her 
favours  properly,  there  is  a  pleafure  annexed 
to  the  action  itl'elf  more  exquifite  than  even 
the  heart  which  has  felt  it  can  conceive.  Can 
there  be  a  pleafure  more  fublime  than  to  make 
a  generous  ufe  of  our  poflefllons  ;  —  to  raife 
the  fallen  ;  to  foothe  the  feelings  of  dillrefs  ; 
to  relieve  modeft  merit  wdien  it  llrugsles  with 
advei -fity  ;  to  fee  the  eyes  of  men  kindle  into 
kindnels  at  your  approach  j  to  hear  families 
who  owe  their  being  to  your  goodnefs,  blefs 
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vour  name,  and  purfue  you  with  their  praifes  ? 

Human  nature  has  been  fometimes  taxed 
with  ingratitude,  but  in  moft  cafes  unjuhly. 
This  vice,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  is  not  a  ge¬ 
neral  failing ;  and  the  obfervation.  That  a  man 
xvhom  you  have  loaded  with  favours  is  unea- 
fy  under  the  weight,  and  becomes  your  ene¬ 
my,  becaufe  he  cannot  repay  them,  is  the 
maxim  of  a  malignant  philofophy,  unfuppoi  t- 
cd  by  rcafon  or  experience.  The  fact  more 
commonly  is,  that  few  favours  are  done  in 
this  world  but  from  felfifla  motives  ;  and  when 
your  benefactor  receives  not  the  return  he  ex¬ 
pected,  (which  perhaps  it  is  not  in  your  power 
10  give),  he  is  difappointed  and  chagrined. 
This  is  not  benevolence.  On  the  part  of  the 
beftower,  it  is  an  abfolute  bargain  for  value 
to  be  received  ;  it  is  taking  a  man  at  an  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  making  your  own  terms  with, 
him  ;  it  is  a  tacit  compaCt,  but  to  Vvdiich  you 
are  often  fo  far  from  alTenting,  that  you  even 
have  not  a  fufpicion  of  the  motive.  A  diiln- 
lerefled  benefaCtor  is  never  difappointed  :  it 
is  a  higher  pleafure  to  give  than  to  receive.  I 
maintain,  that,  fetting  gratitude  without  the 
c]ueftion,  good  offices  reward  themfelves ;  and 
that,  if  nature  is  not  forced,  every  return  e- 
ven  wall  follow  wffiich  is  in  the  power  of  an 
obliged  heart  to^  make.  The  ingratitude  of 
mankind,  when  it  is  adduced  as  a  reafon  for 
with  holding  favours,  is  a  pretence  invented 
by  the  felfilh  to  excufe  their  own  conduCt  to 
the  world  :  it  has  been  invented,  and  is  made 
VcL.III.  Z  ufe 
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ine  of,  by  thofe  who  never  knew  the  pleafurc 
of  a  generous  afflon,  and  who  would  charge 
their  own  infenfibility,  and  the  inftances  of 
their  oppreffion,  upon  the  vices  of  mankind. 

But,  my  brethren,  (for  I  will  hill  prefume 
to  call  you  fo),  if  thefe  motives  affe£t  you  not, 
let  me  fugged:  one  which  you  muft  feel.  In 
fo  fliort  a  life  as  this,  why  would  you  op- 
prefs  ?  Before  you  have  well  opened  the 
I'cene,  death  w’ill  clofe  it,  and  divide  you  from 
the  fruits  of  your  oppreffion.  If  you  cannot 
think  of  bellowing  favours,  at  lead:  abdain 
from  injury.  You  will  not  long  enjoy  the 
pleafure  (if  you  think  it  one)  of  hearing  the 
widow  mourn.  Before  you  can  tear  his  gar¬ 
ment  from  the  orphan,  before  he  is  reduced 
to'fucli  a  date,  as  to  render  your  enjoyment 
complete,  the  deludon  dies,  you  yourfelves 
are  low,  and  need  that  mercy  which  you 
now  rdfufe  to  others.,  See  the  grave  itfelf  is 
moved,  and  hands  open  to  receive  you.  Yes, 
my  afiliided  friends,  the  period  of  their  op- 
prcdion  is  ffiort  ;  and  the  more  violently  they 
drive,  the  more  rapidly  will  they  approach  to 
the  end  of  their  courfe.  There  they  will 
ceafe  from  troubling  ;  their  inexorable  hearts 
will  beat  no  more  ;  you  will  be  delivered  from 
their  dominion.  Free  among  the  dead,  you 
ivill  enjoy  that  repofc  you  were  deprived  of 
Iiere,  nor  ever  more  be  fubjedled  to  their  au¬ 
thority.  For, 
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II.  The  grave  Is  a  place  where  the  weary 
are  at  refl.  How  loothing  is  this  fentiir.ent, 
The  weary  are  at  reft  ?  I  here  is  fomething  iu 
the  expreflion  which  affects  the  heart  with  vtn- 
comtnon  fenlations,  and  produces  a  fpecics  of 
delight,  where  tranquillity  is  the  principal  in¬ 
gredient.  The  fentiment  itfelf  is  extenfivc, 
and  implies  many  particulars  :  it  implies  not 
only  that  we  are  delivered  from  the  troubling 
of  the  wicked,  as  in  the  former  claufe  ;  but 
from  every  trouble,  and  every  pain,  to 
which  life  is  fubjetfted.  Thofe  only  who  have 
themfelves  been  tried  in  affliction,  can  feel 
the  full  force  of  this  expreffion.  Others  may 
be  pleafed  with  the  fentiment,  and  affected  by 
fympathy.  The  diftreffed  are  at  once  pleafed 
and  comforted.  —  To  be  delivered  from  trou¬ 
ble  ! —  to  be  relieved  from  power!  —  to  fee 
oppreffion  humbled  !  —  to  be  freed  from  care 
and  pain,  from  ficknefs  and  diftrefs  !  — to  lie 
down  as  in  a  bed  of  fecurity,  in  a  long  obli¬ 
vion  of  our  woes  !  —  to  fleep  in  peace,  with¬ 
out  the  fear  of  interruption  !  —  How  pleating 
is  the  profpefl !  how  full  of  confolation  ! 
The  ocean  may  roll  its  waves,  —  the  warring 
winds  may  join  their  forces,  —  the  thunders 
may  fhake  the  Ikies,  and  the  lightnings  pafs 
fwiftly  from  cloud  to  cloud :  but  not  the 
forces  of  the  elements  combined,  not  the 
founds  of  thunder,  nor  of  many  feas,  though 
they  were  united  into  one  peal,  and  diredled 
to  one  point,  can  lhake  the  fecurity  of  the 
tomb.  The  dead  hear  nothing  of  the  tumult ; 
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they  deep  foundly  ;  they  reft  from  their  cala¬ 
mities  upon  beds  of  peace.  Condu^led  to  li- 
ient  manfions,  they  cannot  be  troubled  by  the 
rudeft  aflaults,  nor  awakened  by  the  loudeft 
clamour.  '  The  unfortunate,  the  opprefled, 
the  broken-hearted,  with  thofe  that  have  lan- 
guiftied  on  beds  of  fteknefs,  reft  here  toge¬ 
ther  :  they  have  forgot  their  diftreftes  ;  eve¬ 
ry  forrow  is  hulhed,  and  every  pang  extin- 
guiftied. 

Hence,  in  all  nations,  a  fet  of  names  have 
arifen  to  convey  the  idea  of  death,  congenial 
with  thefe  fentiments,  and  all  of  them  expref- 
iive  of  fupreme  felicity  and  confolation.  — 
How  does  the  human  mind,  prefied  by  real 
or  imagined  calamities,  delight  to  dwell  upon 
that  awful  event  which  leads  to  deliverance, 
and  to  deferibe  and  folicit  it  with  the  fairefc 
flowers  of  fancy  !  It  is  called  the  hai'bour  of 
reft,  in  whofe  deep  bofom  the  difaftered  ma¬ 
riner,  who  had  long  fuftained  the  alTaults  of 
adverfe  ftorms,  moors  his  wearied  veftel,  ne¬ 
ver  more  to  return  to  the  tofiings  of  the 
wafteful  ocean.  It  is  called  the  land  of  peace,, 
whither  the  friendlefs  exile  retires,  beyond 
the  reach  of  malice  and  injuftice,  and  the 
cruelleft  arrows  of  fortune.  It  is  called  the 
hofpitable  houfe,  where  the  weather-beaten 
traveller,  faint  with  traverfing  pathlefs  deferts, 
finds  a  welcome  and  fecure  repofe.  There  no 
cares  moleft,  no  paffions  diftradt,  no  enemies 
defame  ;  there  agonizing  pain,  and  wound¬ 
ing  infamy,  and  ruthlefs  revenge,  are  no 
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more ;  but  profound  peace,  and  calm  paf- 
fions,  and  fecurity  which  is  immoveable. 
“  There,”  fays  Job,  “  the  wicked  ceafe  from 
‘‘  troubling,  there  the  weary  are  at  reft  1 
“  There  the  prifoners  reft  together  !  they 
“  hear  not  the  voice  of  the  oppreflbr  f  The 
“  fmall  and  the  great  are  there,  and  the  fer- 

vant  is  free  from  his  mafter  !  ”  It  is  in  this 
manner  that  the  human  mind,  whofe  ope¬ 
rations  are  all  condufled  by  the  moft  curious 
mechanifm,  rejoices  at  the  profpeft  of  death, 
when  it  images  to  itfelf  the  reverfion  of  its 
calamities. 

III.  I  observe:,  then,  in  the  laft  place, 
that  the  grave  is  a  place  where  the  diftinc- 
tions  of  life  are  levelled,  where  fociety  re¬ 
turns  to  its  firft  principles,  where  Nature  re¬ 
fumes  her  rights,  and  where  cveiy  man  is  re¬ 
placed  in  his  original  equality. 

Next  to  the  influence  of  our  paflions,  moft; 
of  the  calamities  which  man  inflifls  on  man,  a- 
rife  from  the  unequal,  though  neccffiry,  dif- 
tribution  of  property  and  power.  Dazzled 
with  riches  and  diftinflions,  we  are  apt  to 
eonfider  ourfelves,  when  we  obtain  poiTcflion,. 
not  as  men  appointed  to  rollefl;  and  prefide 
over  the  common  ftores  of  Providence,  but 
as  undoubted  heirs  of  exclufive  advantages,, 
and  fuperior,  in  the  very  nature  of  things^ 
to  the  general  mafs  of  mankind.  Than  this' 
there  cannot  be  an  error  more  fatal,  either 
in  theory  or  inTife.  This  vaft  globe  on  whicli 
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we  ilranJ,  is  inhabited  by  millions  of  rational 
creatures,  who  have  all  an  equal  right  to  her 
productions.  But  as  it  is  impoffible,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  that  we  can  all  polTefs  ;  and 
as  a  greater  Him- total  of  happinefs  is  produ¬ 
ced  by  the  prefent  arrangement  ;  it  hath  plea- 
fed  the  policy  of  Providence  to  put  this  earth, 
with  her  produdlions,  under  the  diredlion  of 
a  few,  who  manage,  under  God,  for  the  great¬ 
er  good  of  the  whole.  This  is  the  original 
of  all  property  and  power,  and  the  final  ends 
which  Providence  propofes  to  accomplifh  from 
the  prefent  inequality  in  thefe  circumftanccs 
wdiich  prevails  among  men.  And,  confidered 
in  this  view,  the  policy  is  mofl  benevolent,  as 
well  as  profound.  The  diflinction  of  ranks, 
the  fubordination  among  men,  and  the  reve¬ 
rence  for  pover,  when  confined  within  their 
proper  limits,  and  the  ends  of  theu’  inftitution 
kept  in  view,  are  all  very  necefTary  in  our  fy- 
flem.  But  the  amazement  of  a  contemplative 
man  proceeds  from  this,  that  thefe  lords  of 
the  earth,  who  know  themfclves  to  be  but 
men,  and  whofe  hearts  are  confequently  in 
the  fecret,  fliould,  from  this  circumftance, 
take  occafion  to  become  tyrannical,  and  con¬ 
vert  the  very  depofits  of  Providence  into  in- 
flruments  of  oppreffion  ;  —  that,  forgetting 
the  ends  of  their  pre-eminence,  they  fliould 
niiflake  pojj'effion  for  right,  and  avl  as  if  this 
world,  with  its  inhabitants  and  productions, 
was  created  for  their  private  advantage ;  — 
that,  miftaking  iov  povjcr,  theyfhould 
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crc(fl  themfelves  into  tafk-mafters,  and  make 
impious  war  upon  the  freedom  of  the  fpecies. 
The  advantages  of  fociety,  though  nume¬ 
rous,  make  perhaps  but  poor  amends  for  the 
confequences  which  follow  when  her  principles 
are  thus  corrupted;  —  when  the  felfifh  and 
tyrannical  difpodtions  find  themfelves  proteff- 
ed  by  power,  and  the  original  equality  of  men 
is  forgotten  or  difclaimed.  Hence  the  info- 
lencc  of  office,  the  fenfelefs  vanity  of  birth, 
the  felf-importance  of  riches,  the  mean  lan¬ 
guage  of  flattery,  and  the  groans  of  the  op- 
preffed,  which  found  from  all  quarters  of  the 
earth.  Nor  does  the  evil  hop  at  private  life. 
It  is  the  fource  of  half  the  vices  which  over¬ 
whelm  the  globe.  Here  Avarice  borrows  his 
all-ingroffing  meafure.  Pride  his  fupercilious 
brow,  and  Ambition  his  torch,  with  which 
he  fets  the  world  on  fire.  By  thefe  the  earth 
is  laid  waftc,  our  nature  debafed,  the  fpecies 
enflaved,  the  rights  of  mankind  are  ravifhed, 
and  the  facred  fire  of  liberty  is  extinguifhed  in 
ftreams  of  human  blood.  —  Let  none  ima¬ 
gine,  that  I  mean  to  confine  this  abufe  to 
that  clafs  of  men  whom  we  call  the  great.  It  is 
the  cOnfequence  of  power  of  every  fize,  be  it 
great  or  fmall,  in  high  life  or  in  low.  It  is 
a  general,  but  mortifying  remark,  that  no 
man,  or  fet  of  men,  were  ever  yet  invefted 
with  unlimited  privileges,  which  they  did  not 
wanton  with  and  abufe.  It  is  aftonifhing  to 
obferve,  that,  even  whatever  may  have  been 
his  former  circumftances,  a  man  no  fooner 
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finds  himfelf  pofTefled  of  a  little  power,  than 
he  forgets  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  be- 
ftowed,  and  converts  it  to  the  oppreflion  of 
his  brethren.  However  humbling  the  reflec¬ 
tion,  it  is  a  faff,  that,  generally  fpeaking,  thofe 
who  have  power,  and  thofe  who  have  none, 
are  adfuated  by  the  fame  principles  ;  and  the 
difference  between  the  two  claffes  appears, 
from  multiplied  experiments,  to  be  a  mere  dif¬ 
ference  of  fituation.  This  is  a  general  remark 
upon  the  human  character.  To-day  we  fuf- 
fer,  to-morrow  we  opprefs.  Vain  man  !  how 
foon,  and  by  what  flight  accidents,  is  his  rea- 
fon  overturned  !  He  firft,  with  many  a  weary 
ftep,  and  many  an  anxious  prayer  to  Heaven 
for  fuccefs,  purfues  fome  favourite  fcheme  of 
happinefs.  What  vows  does  he  not  make, 
that,  if  Providence  will  but  aflifi;  his  endea¬ 
vours,  he  will  for  ever  retain  a  grateful  re- 
memberance  of  the  benefit But  he  has  no 
fooner  obtained  this  object  of  his  wifhes,  than, 
forgetting  all  his  prayers,  and  vows  of  grati¬ 
tude,  he  prefumptuoufly  aferibes  the  whole  to 
his  own  merit  \  boldly  arrogates  the  partial 
indulgence  of  Heaven  to  himfelf  as  his. right  j 
and,  proceeding  from  one  ftep  of  pride,  of 
oppreflion,  and  folly,  to  another,  he  fhakes 
aloft  the  rod  of  power,  makes  himfelf  a  god 
in  his  own  imagination,  and  forgets  that  men 
are  his  fellow- creatui'es. 

From  a  review  of  the  miferles  of  human 
life,  as  well  thofe  which  arife  from  the  pre- 
f«nt  inequality  of  power  among  mankind,  as 
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thofe  which  arife  from  the  unequal  diftrlbu- 
tion  of  happinefs  itfelf,  men  of  warm  fancies, 
and  generous  difpofitions,  have  been  led  to 
imagine,  that  human  affairs  were  not  always 
in  this  fituation.  They  have  too  haftily  per¬ 
haps  concluded,  that  a  fcene  fuch  as  this  world 
at  prefent  exhibits,  could  not  come  originally 
from  the  hands  of  an  all-benevolent  God  j  — 
that  it  muff  have  fucceeded  in  confequence  of 
fome  deep  and  remarkable  corruption.  They 
have  imagined  a  golden  age,  when  men  lived 
as  they  came  from  the  hands  of  their  creator, 
fi'ee,  feai'lefs,  innocent,  virtuous,  and  inde¬ 
pendent.  Then,  fay  they,  were  there  no 
wars  to  defolate  the  world,  nor  no  frauds  put 
in  practice  among  brethren.  The  feeds  of  a- 
nimofity  were  not  yet  fown,  nor  w'as  the  foil 
prepared  to  receive  them  :  no  deceit  lui'ked 
in  the  heart,  no  cloud  darkened  the  brow ; 
but  man  met  man  with  ere£t  countenances, 
the  confequence  of  freedom,  of  innocence, 
of  mutual  confidence,  and  of  independence. 
The  furious  paffions  which  lay  wafte  the  hu¬ 
man  conftitution,  had  not  yet  begun  their  ruin¬ 
ous  progrefs.  Anger,  envy,  revenge,  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  criminal  love,  were  not  known. 
Nor  had  Luxury  as  yet  invented  her  fatal  arts, 
to  enervate  the  mind,  and  to  rack  the  body 
with  acute  difeafes  j  nor  were  the  neceflaries 
of  life  procured,  as  now,  with  fweat  and  la¬ 
bour.  Men  lived  limply.  Reclined  at  their 
cafe,  beneath  fliady  trees,  or  by  the  fide  of 
brooks  and  ftrearas,  the  firfi;  inhabitants  of  the 
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earth  led  lives  devoted  to  love,  to  joy,  and 
innocence.  And  as  all  the  paffions  were  tuned 
to  harmony  within,  fo  the  elements  without 
were  in  perfect  concord  with  thefe  delightful 
movements.  No  cloud  deformed  the  face  of 
heaven,  no  ftorm  had  as  yet  gathered  over  the 
affrighted  marinex’,  no  thunders  had  been 
heard  to  roll ;  the  fun  flione  ferenely,  the 
gales  blew  foftly,  the  face  of  the  deep  was 
placid,  there  v/as  an  eternal  fpring,  and  eve¬ 
ry  heart  beat  with  joy,  and  all  nature  was 
hlled  with  happinefs.  Such,  they  imagine, 
were  the  fcenes  of  the  firft  men,  and  fuch  is 
the  felicity  which  the  human  heart  fo  paflio- 
nately  defii’cs. 

But  while  we  foothc  our  minds,  by  looking 
back  to  a  happinefs  which  (if  ever  it  exifled) 
is  now  no  more  -,  it  will  afford  us  higher  con- 
folation  to  look  forward  to  a  hate  which  real¬ 
ly  lies  before  us.  Before  us  lies  a  peaceful 
empire,  where  the  mifei’ies  of  life  are  hufhed, 
and  where  all  the  caufes  which  agitate  this  up¬ 
per  woi'ld  ai'e  defti*oyed.  In  the  grave,  all  the 
dihindlions  of  life  ceafe,  Natui'e  I'efumes  her 
rights,  and  all  things  ai'e  brought  back  once 
moi'e  to  their  original  level.  Human  life  re¬ 
turns  here  to  the  point  from  which  it  at  fxrft 
fet  out;  it  ends  whei'e  it  began,  and  corrects 
all  its  deviations.  The  fons  of  Nature  refume 
their  firft  equality,  and  take  poffeilion  of  their 
places  without  diflin£tion.  Riches  and  powei-, 
rank  and  fplendoui',  influence  and  ambition, 
every  circumftance  which  gave  one  man  power 
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ever  another,  and  enabled  him  to  abufe  it, 
difappear  for  ever.  The  rich  and  the  pOor 
are  not  now  diftinguifhed  ;  the  humble  and 
the  great  unite  ;  the  fuccefsful  warrior  and  the 
peaceful  peafant  meet  in  one  place,  and  mingle 
their  duft  together ;  the  groans  of  the  na¬ 
tions  ceafe,  the  opprefled  are  freed,  their  grim 
tyrants  retire.  Nature  alTerts  her  firft  rights, 
and  the  whole  world  meet  once  more  upon 
equal  terms,  and  appear  upon  the  fame  level. 
How  lingular,  how  entirely  novel,  is  the  feene  ? 
Efcaped  from  the  horms  of  life,  they  appear 
with  ghaflly  vifages,  like  men  worn  with  fer- 
vice,  and  exhaufted  with  the  conflict.  At 
this  folemn  meetinp,  the  nations  feem  flruck 
with  filence,  deep,  long,  and  profound,  which 
remains  uninterrupted,  and  which  no  future 
accident  can  tempt  them  afterwards  to  violate. 
V/hat  an  awful  appearance  !  and  how  intereft- 
Ing  is  the  lituation  !  Jt  is  the  winding  up  of 
the  prefent  ftate,  and  the  laft  feene  which 
Nature  exhibits  to  her  children  ;  it  enables 
us  at  laft  to  eftimate  the  real  value  of  the 
world  :  thofe  who  would  not  obferve  it  foon- 
er,  muft  obferve  it  now,  and  draw  the  proper 
conclufions. 

Thus,  Chriftians,  I  have  treated  this  fub- 
ject  under  the  feveral  heads  propofed.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  exhibit  to  your  view  the  moft 
interefting  fpeiftacle  which  you  can  contem¬ 
plate.  I  have  deferibed  the  mixed  condition 
of  the  prefent  ftate  j  as  conftfting  of  power 
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and  fubje£lIon,  of  happinefs  and  affli£tion, 
of  oppreffion  and  of  fufiering.  I  have  noticed 
alib  the  final  end  and  mighty  winding  up  of  the 
whole  feene.  You  have  leen  all  the  diftindlions 
of  this  lower  world  levelled  at  once,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  equality  of  men  reftored,  and  human 
labours  and  human  fulFerings  conducted  to  a 
period.  —  What,  then,  are  the  juft  conclu- 
fions  ?  and  what  is  the  improvement  we  may 
draw  from  a  fubjedl  fo  interelting  ? 

In  the JirJi  place,  You  who  are  ready  to  fink 
under  the  calamities  of  life !  be  comforted. 
The  day  of  your  deliverance  draweth  nigh, 
the  morning  of  your  falvation,  which  you  are 
now  fo  ardently  foliciting.  There  is  only  one 
circumftance  which  can  difappoint  your  de¬ 
fires,  and  that  is  vice.  A  glorious  redemption 
awaits  you  beyond  the  grave  ;  render  not  your- 
felves  unworthy  of  it. 

Again,  You  who  enjoy  the  fun-fliine  of  for¬ 
tune  !  be  nor,  be  not  intoxicated.  Vain  is 
that  pre-eminence  on  which  your  ftate  is 
founded.  Time  is  fall  carrying  you  to  the  end 
of  your  enjoymeuts,  and  nothing  can  avail  you 
but  virtue. 

In  the  next  place.  Let  us  learn,  from  a  re¬ 
view  of  the  whole  fubjeft,  not  to  value  our- 
felves  by  our  fituations  in  this  life.  Thefe  fi- 
tuations  are  neceflary,  and  it  is  necefiary  that 
fame  flaould  fill  them.  It  would  feem,  that 
God  hath  varied  our  circumftances,'  that  hu¬ 
man  nature  may  have  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
playing  itfelf  in  every  fituation.  To  be  flavilh 
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in  atlverfity,  is  improper ;  to  be  infolent  in 
profperity,  is  ridiculous.  The  only  circum- 
Ifance  which  \v^  ought  to  be  folicitous  about  in 
^very  lituation,  is  our  own  condu<51:.  This  will 
furvive  when  diflindlions  of  every  other  nature 
•arc  deftroyed,  when  the  heavens  themfelves 
are  no  more,  and  when  all  nature  fliall  link 
•in  one  common  defolation. 

1  obferve,  fourthly y  That  the  human  un- 
-derftanding  can  hardly  engage  in  a  fpeculation 
tvhich  affords  it  not  an  additional  proof  of 
the  benevolence  of  God.  There  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  a  ftronger,  nor  a  more  lingular  in- 
ftance  of  this,  than  the  prefent.  1  would  have 
you  obferve  it  with  attention.  —  The  evils  of 
life  have  been  long,  and,  in  one  fenfe,  juft- 
ly  complained  of.  AVe  cannot  pretend,  per¬ 
haps,  to  fay  from  what  fource  they  arife,  or 
what  certain  good  purpofe  they  were  intend¬ 
ed  to  anfwer  in  the  creation.  I'hey  muft  be 
neceffary,  otherwife  they  would  have  no  place 
in  the  fydem.  But  one  remark  is  llriking., 
and  demands  your  attention.  The  greateft 
'calamities,  what  we  would  call  the  pureft 
and  moft  pofitive  evils,  are  qualified  with  a 
proportion  of  happinefs  ;  and  fuch  a  propor¬ 
tion  as  enables  a  man,  almoft  on  every  occa- 
■lion,  to  endure  them ;  and,  on  fome  occa- 
•lions,  even  to  rife  fuperior  to  them,  and  de- 
fpife  them.  Death  itfelf,  the  greateft  calami¬ 
ty  which  can  befal  our  fpecies,  is  not  with¬ 
out  its  confolations.  It  puts  an  end,  indeed, 
1.0  our  exiftence  here  ;  but  docs  it  not,  at  the 
Vol-IIB  a  a  fame 
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fame  time,  put  an  end  to  our  pains  ?  Does 
it  not  hufli  our  cares,  bury  our  misfortunes, 
and  deftroy  our  miftahes  for  ever  from  our 
remembrance  ?  The  wicked  ceafe  from  trou¬ 
bling,  the  weary  reft  ;  every  diftinftion  of  life, 
and  fource  of  oppreffion,  is  levelled,  and  for¬ 
gotten.  —  Yet,  I  muft  confefs,  there  is  fome- 
thing  mournful,  as  well  as  pleaftng,  in  the 
profpeft.  The  weary  reft  in  the  grave.  Is 
this,  then,  the  end  of  their  toils  ?  is  it  the 
laft  retreat  of  their  virtue  ?  Are  all  their 
fchemes,  their  hopes  and  fears,  their  cares 
and  profpedis,  ftirunk  within  this  little  mea¬ 
sure  ?  Tell  me,  Chriftians,  do  you  not  here 
fee  the  neceflity  of  a  ftate  of  future  exiftence  i 
Do  you  not  fee  the  goodnefs,  as  well  as  ju- 
ftice,  of  God,  in  providing  it  ?  Without  this, 
the  repofe  of  the  grave,  peaceful  as  it  is, 
would  afford  but  a  mournful  confolation.  It 
is  this  which  brightens  the  profpe^t,  and  com¬ 
pletes  the  hopes,  of  the  unfortunate.  Wc 
Ihall  live,  and  meet  again  j  the  feparation  is 
not  eternal  5  we  fliall  meet  on  a  fafer  fliore, 
where  the  wicked  fhall  pot  trouble,  where 
care  and  pain  fiiail  ceafe,  and  every  afflifliop 
be  forgotten. 

1  obferve,  then,  lajlly,  what  a  fource  of 
confolation  is  the  belief  of  a  future  ftate  it- 
felf  to  the  afilifted  ?  Whoever  ferioufly  re- 
ftefVs  upon  human  life,  muft  fee  the  amazing 
utility  of  this  doftrine  ;  he  muft  even  fee  its 
pbfolute  neceflity.  The  afiiiftions  of  life  (in¬ 
deed  io  every  Situation)  are  fo  many,  often 
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fo  grievous,  and  the  fenfibility  of  an  honeft 
heart  hruggling  with  unmerited  calamity,  is 
fo  great,  that,  unlefs  Nature  had  given  us  the 
principle  of  hope,  as  a  refource  within  our- 
fclves,  to  which  we  might  always  recur  in 
cafes  of  extremity,  the  worthieft  part  of  man- 
kind  would  defpair,  and  grow  fick  of  a  world 
where  they  are  expofed  to  fuch  a  weight  oi? 
fuffering,  and  where  power,  oppreffion,  and 
rapine,  are  fo  prevalent.  It  is  a  juft  obferva* 
tion,  That  “  Man  never  isy  but  always  to 
“  bleft.”  It  is  hope  which  makes  us  face  dif¬ 
ficulties,  wreftle  with  misfortunes,  and  rife 
unconquered  from  calamities,  which  would  o- 
therwife  crufh  us  to  the  duft,  and  make  us 
cry  out,  in  the  defpair  of  our  hearts,  “  Jt  is 
better  for  us  to  die  than  to  live.”  The  fame 
principle  which  accompanies  and  fiipports  us 
in  every  diftreffing  feene  of  life,  and  even 
prevents  us  often  from  throwing  away  life  it> 
felf  as  an  intolei’able  burden,  carries  our 
views  into  a  future  ftate,  and  difpofes  us  ir- 
refiftibly  to  look  for  that  happinefs  thercy 
which  we  have  laboured  after  here  in  vain. 
This  is  the  great  fweetener  of  human  life  ^ 
this  is  that  powerful  cordial  which  qualifies 
adverfity,  and  enables  us  ftill  to  live  on,  a- 
midft  numberlefs  difeouragements. 

The  happinefs  which  we  purfue  in  this  world, 
is  deceitful  and  fugacious.  It  glitters  before 
us  like  a  falfe  fire  which  embarrafles  the  be¬ 
nighted  traveller  ;  ftill  we  advance,  and  ftill  it 
flies  j  in  vain  we  double  our  fpeed,  and  reach 
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after  what  is  not ;  the  gay  delufion  hill  mocks 
our  toil,  and  eludes  our  grafp  j  yet  we  hill 
purfue.  At  laft,  having  fufficiently  fported 
with  our  credulity,  it  evaniflies  at  once,  and 
leaves  m  a  prey  to  perplexity  and  defpair. 
Not  fo  the  happinefs  of  a  future  ftate.  Like 
a  light  hung  out  upon  a  ftormy  coaft,  to  di¬ 
rect  the  dilfrelTed  mariner,  we  fteer  to  it 
through  millions  of  furrounding  waves.  In 
vain  the  tempeft  befets  us,  and  Night  falls 
with  all  its  fhades.  We  keep  it  heady  in  our 
eye  through  the  gloom,  and  brave  the  oppo- 
lition  of  the  elements  ;  fecure  that,  if  we  can 
but  reach  the  defired  haven,  we  lliall  find  a 
Ihelter  from  the  ftorm,  and  an  agreeable  and 
fafe  retreat  from  the  perils  of  a  difaftrous 
voyage.  The  profpefi;  of  that  reft  beyond  the 
grave  to  which  the  weary  tend,  the  profpedt 
of  that  agreeable  repofe  which  fhall  crown 
the  period  of  their  toils  when  time  to  them 
ihall  be  no  more,  is  that  animating  principle 
which  makes  them  defpife  the  calamities  of 
life,'  that  are  fo  foon  to  have  an  end  *,  which 
makes  them  bear  the  contumely  of  the  proud 
man,  that  mult  fo  foon  be  laid  in  the  duft ; 
and  which  makes  them  endure  the  want  of 
j’iches,  of  honours,  and  eafe,  and  of  all  that 
the  world  accounts  comfortable  in  life.  They 
j-efleffc,  that  the  troubles  of  life,  however  grie¬ 
vous,  cannot  always  continue  j  that  power 
and  diftinflion,  however  flattering,  muft  foon 
elifappear,  and  be  forgotten  ;  that  the  grave 
is  the  great  receptacle  of  human  vanity,  whi- 
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ther  ftrength  and  infirmity,  youth  and  age, 
beauty  and  deformity,  are  faft  carried  by  an 
irrefifiible  fatality.  They  refle(ft,  thvit  they 
are  travelling  to  their  proper  country  ;  a  land 
of  peace  and  fecurity,  a.  land  of  liberty  and- 
joy,  where  no  grief,  no  vice,  nor  opprefiion, 
nor  calumny,  nor  contention,  fiiall  ever  en.. 
ter  ;  where  the  Have  fiiall  obtain  his  freedom, 
where  the  prlfoner  ihall  break  his  fetterr, 
where  the  weary  fhali  forget  their  toils,  where 
the  tears  of  the  aiilicled  Ihall  be  wiped  away, 
where  the  wicked  fliall  ceafe  from  trou¬ 
bling,  and  where  tlie  dreadful  voice  of  the  op- 
prefibr  iliall  never  be  heard  any  more.  The 
thought,  too,  of  fo  nrany  happy  fouls,  af* 
fembled  from  different  quarters  of  the  world 
fouls  tried  in  adverfity,  and  united,  by  mutual 
fympathy  with  one  another’s  fufiering?,  into, 
one  benevolent  focicty  ;  —  this  thought,  I  fav, 
will  be  full  of  the  fublirnfeil:  comfort,  and  ex^, 
ceedingly  heighten  the  confolation.  There 
tliey  will  find  thofe  tried  minds  who  have 
experienced  the  deep  reverfts  of  fortune 
tlvere  thofe  firm  patriots  who  have  made  the 
welfare  of  mankind  their  care,  whq  have- 
flood  aniidll  the  ruins  of  country,  of  friends,, 
and  family,  and  beheld  them  falling  round, 
them,  without  being  able  to  afford  them  any 
aid  j  there  they  will  fee  thofe  gentle  fpirits, 
who,  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  by  the  con-- 
currence  of  unavoidable  circurafiances,  being 
plunged  in  de-ep  and,  irretrievable  difti-efs, 
Jbave,  in  the  fiower  of  youth  and  beauty,  and,. 
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high  expe^lations,  feen  their  youth  droop,  their 
beauty  fade,  their  friends  defert  them,  their 
expe(£lations  perilh,  and  have,  at  laft,  them- 
felves  funk  lamented  to  the  grave,  overwhelm¬ 
ed  by  a  feries  of  unforefecn  calamities,  and  an 
immature  prey  to  death  ;  there,,  in  fhovt,  they 
will  lee  all  thofe  fouls  who  have  been  familiar 
with  diftrefs,  v/hom,  while  in  life,  a  black  cloud 
of  misfortunes  always  furrounded,  and  whofe- 
deaths  have  afforded  fubjecf  for  many  a  tragi¬ 
cal  ftory,  and  drawn  tears  from  many  a  liften- 
ing  audience.  They  now  breath  from  their 
fufferings,  they  reft  upon-  beds,  they  walk  irt 
full  fecurity  ;  they  now  talk  over  their  cala- 
liiities  a.t  full  leifure,  they  give  and  receive 
mutual  confolation,  they  fweetly  difcourfe  of 
things  paft,  they  delight  to  tell,  and  to  hear, 
and  to  repeat  the  hiftory  of  one  another’s 
•woes;  what  calamities  they  encountered,  what 
diiticulties  they  furmounted,  and  by  what  a 
ionsf  train  of  cruel  and  I'ucceftive  misfortunes 
they  at  laft  fell.  Filled  with  thefe  fublime  i- 
deas,  and  having  fo  exalted  a  feene  in  pro- 
.fpeft,  the  wretched  forget  their  prefent  fuf- 
ferings.  They  overlook  the  fhort  interval  of 
life,  and  feel  not  the  oue  half  of  the  weight- 
.iviih  which  their  misfortunes  would  orherwife 
opprefs  them. 

But  where  will  the  tyrant  dwell  }  and 
what  portion  is  referved  for  the  oppreffor  ? 
His  manlion  too  awaits  him,  and  a  proviiioa 
which  is  I’uited  to  his  defervings,  Darknefs 
t.nd  Defpair .  appear,  and  expand  their  re¬ 
gions 
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gions  to  receive  him.  He  has  had  his  por¬ 
tion,  and  he  may  remember  the  ufe  he  made 
of  it.  Here  let  us  drop  all  confideration  of 
the  partial  lituations  of  men  in  the  prelent 
■ftate.  Let  us  apply  ourfelves  to  them  as  men  j 
let  us  raife  our  voice  in  the  common  caufe  of 
humanity,  and  let  the  world  give  attention. 
For  what  is  all  this  buftle,  this  noife,  this 
hurry,  and  trepidation  ?  For  what  is  ail  this 
wickednefs,  this  expence  of  conlcience  and 
good  fame,  this  uncommon  eagernefs  which 
men  Ihow  to  circumvent  one  another  ?  Is  it, 
who  lliitll  be  richeft,  who  {hall  have  moft 
acres  of  land,  who  fhall  enjoy  the  highefl: 
place  in  the  opinion  of  -  his  frail  fcllow-crea« 
tures,  that  is  the  grand  queftion?  For  (liame, 
Chriitians  !  leave  this  trifling,  this  play  of 
boys,  and  remember  that  you  are  immortal. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  world  of  importance 
enough  to  make  you  wicked  ;  there  is  hardly 
any  thing  in  it  of  importance  enough  to  en¬ 
gage  your  anxiety  for  a  moment.  Extend 
your  views  beyond  this  ihadowy  feene  into 
tl\e  regions  of  eternity.  Here  is  a  real  field 
to  employ  the  foliciiude  of  an  immortal  fpi- 
rlt.  Even  granting  the  objects  you  now  fo 
fondly  purine  to  be  matters  of  moment  in 
themfelves,  which  no  wife  man  will  fay  they 
;are,  the  fhortnefs  of  their  duration  reduces 
them  again  to  nothing.  The  afhidlions  of  life 
are  too  fhort  to  be  a  reafonable  ground  of 
•defpondency  j  the  goods  of  this  world  are 
too  precarious  to  be  the  fubje^  of  much  va¬ 
nity  j 
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nity,  the  rewards  of  wickednefs  are  too  tranh* 
tory,  to  be  confldered,  in  any  refpe^l:,  as  a 
compenfation  for  the  important  fitcrifices 
which  muft  be  made  to  attain  th-em.  Why, 
then,  will  we  fweat,  and  toil,  and  vex  our- 
felves  in  vain  ?  Why  will  we  contend  to  the 
death  for  the  acquifition  of  fuch  perifliable 
materials  ?  Confider  what  it  is  you  have  pla¬ 
ced  your  affections  on  ;  a  few  grains  of  duff, 
which  an  accidental  breath  of  wind  fliall  blov/ 
for  ever  from  you.  Above  all,  why  will  vve 
be  wicked  ?  Since  life  is  fo  frail  and  tranfi. 
tory,  what  madnefs  is  it  to  convert  Jb  ffort 
an  exigence  into  a  fcene  of  turbulence  and 
oppreffion  ?  Ah,  Chriftians  !  this  is  not  the 
way  to  be  happy.  Youth  and  life  fly  on  hafty 
wings.  While  we  live,  let  there  be  peace  a- 
mong  us.  We  are  brethren,  we  have,  the 
fame  enemies,  and  the  ffme  common  calami¬ 
ty  will  overtake  and  overwhelm  us  all.  The 
ills  of  life  are  many  of  them  unavoidable.  Let 
us  not  increafe  them  by  our  divifions  ;  let  us 
rather,  while  we  are  yet  together,  unite  a- 
gahifl:  the  common  enemies  of  our  exiftence 
let  us  bear  oije  another’s  burdens;  let  us  al¬ 
leviate  one  another’s  pains  ;  let  us  enter  cor¬ 
dially  into  one  another’s  fltuations.  What  a 
fcene  of  happinefs  might  this  world,  even  in 
its  prefent  ftate,  be  rendered,  were  men  but 
willing  to  improve  their  opportunities,?  There 
is  hardly  a  man  fo  low  in  life  but  he  has  fome 
of  his  fellow-creatures  at  his  mercy,  —  fome 
j:Ci'fon  whom  he  hr^s  it  in  his  power  to  be 


The  peace  of  the  grave.  28^ 

Icind  to.  Ah,  my 'friends  !  how  high  is  the 
enjoyment  to  contemplate  the  happineis  which 
we  have  been  the  occafion  of  to  others  !  Did 
you  ever  feel  the  pleafure  of  doing  a  generous 
a<Slion  ?  Did  you  ever  feel  that  exalted  joy 
which  overflows  the  great  hearts  of  the  be¬ 
nevolent,  when  they  are  furrounded  with 
thofe  whom  they  have  made  happy  ?  There 
is  not  an  enjoyment  in  this  world  equal  to  it ; 
not  the  pofleflion  of  riches,  not  the  pleafures 
of  beauty,  nor  even  the  charm  of  friendlliip. 
The  felfifli  a£l;  againfl:  their  own  principles 
when  they  afpire  not  after  this.  And,  gra^- 
cious  God  !  what  have  thole  to  anfwer  for 
who  have  had  it  in  their  povrer  to  make  mul¬ 
titudes  of  their  fellow-creatures  happy,  and 
have  neglected  the  glorious,  but  never-to-be- 
retrieved,  opportunity  What  a  heart  muft 
that  man  have  to  whom  Heaven  gave  wealth 
and  influence,  as  much  as  his  foul  could  de- 
flre,  and  who  yet,  on  looking  back  from  his 
death-bed  upon  his  paft  life,  can  recolIe<Sk 
no  one  good  a6lion  which  he  ever  did  with 
it  ?  If  there  is  a  power  above  who  looks  up* 
on  this  life  with  equal  -  eyes,  muft  not  a 
wretch  like  this  tremble  to  approach  him  ? 
Will  he  not  have  fome  dread,  that  thefe,  or 
the  like  queflions  will  be  put  to  him :  What, 
Sir,  have  you  done  with  your  ample  fortune  ? 
Where  are  the  hungry  whom  you  have  fed  ? 
Where  are  the  naked  whom  you  have  clo¬ 
thed  ?  Where  are  the  prifoners  whom  you 
Lave  relieved  f  Have  you  ever  comforted 
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the  widow,  while  her  lofs  was  ftill  recent,  and 
the  tear  was  yet  on  her  cheek  ?  Have  you 
ever  taken  the  orphan  home,  whom  you  have 
feen  pafs  by  you  in  the  moll  forlorn  diftrefs, 
and  whole  condition  was  the  more  to  be  pi¬ 
tied,  as  he  knew  not  yet  the  greatneis  of 
his  own  mifery  ?  Have  you  ever  raifed  the 
worthy  man  whom  Adverfity  feemed  to  take 
a  pleafure  in  oppreiling,  and  who  yet  could 
not  complain,  nor  tell  his  own  ftory,  in 
order  to  move  compaihon  ?  Where  is  the 
mouth  that  bleiTes  you  ?  Where  is  the  fami¬ 
ly  that  calls  you  their  benefactor  ? 

But,  my  brethren,  let  us  never  imitate  fo 
worthlefs  an  example.  Be  it  our  bufinefs  to 
be  kind  and  ulelul.  O  God  !  our  common 
parent !  infpire  us  with  generous  and  nobld 
fentiments  ;  banilh  every  thing  that  is  little, 
every  thing  that  is  felfilh  and  low,  from  our 
glowing  bofoms.  Let  us  refolve  this  moment^ 
that,  whatever  we  fiave  been,  from  hence¬ 
forth  we  will  be  good  and  benevolent.  Comc^ 
my  hearers  !  come  all,  and  let  us  fwear  eter¬ 
nal  friendfhip.  Let  us  promife,  in  this  vir¬ 
tuous  moment,  that  we  never  will  injure  one 
another  more.  Lo  !  Death  advances  with 
gloomy  fpeed.  Already  the  heavens  begin  to 
-  lowr.  Let  us  hafte,  and  do  fome  good  ac¬ 
tion  ;  left  we  be  overtaken  before  we  have  put 
our  virtuous  refolutions  in  praCtice.  Let  us 
join  in  one  ftriCl  embrace,  that,  when  the  .bolt 
comes,  it  may  ftrike  us  locked  in  one  an¬ 
other’s  arms.  Let  us  live  like  men,  that  we 
gaay  die  like  Chriftians. 
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The  excellency  of  the  fpirit  of  Chriftlanity* 

By  William  Leechman,  D.  D. 

Preached  before  the  Society  In  Scotland  for  pro¬ 
pagating  Chriftian  Knowledge,  at  Edinburgh, 
June  5.  1767. 

2  Tim.  i.  7. 

fcr  God  hath  not  given  us  the  fpirit  of  fear ; 
but  of  povu'cry  and  of  love,  and  of  a  found 
mind. 

IT  is  very  probable,  that  the  apoftle  wrote 
this  fecond  epiftle  to  Timothy  in  the  time 
of  the  perfecution  of  the  Chriftians  in  the 
reign  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Nero,  and  when 
he  was  himfelf  a  prifoner  at  Rome,  and  had 
a  near  profpe^l  of  fuffering  as  a  martyr  for 
his  religion  *.  In  this  mournful  and  diftrelT- 
ing  fituation,  he  addrefies  this  epiftle  to  Ti- 
’  mothy.  He  had  converted  Timothy  to  the 
Chriftian  faith  *,  he  had  appointed  him  to  the 

*  See  Dr  Benfon’s  hiftory  of  the  ftate  of  things 
when  this  epiftle  was  written,  prefixed  to  his  para- 
rhrafe  and  notes  oa  the  epiftle. 
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facred  office  of  an  evangelift,  and  had  ’ Im¬ 
parted  to  him  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
The  apoftle,  therefore,  may  l)c  confidered  in 
this  epiftle  as  giving  his  dying  charge  to  his 
favourite  difciple,  and  devolving  upon  him 
the  work  of  the  gofpel  before  he  left  the 
world. 

In  the  verfe  before  the  text,  he  exhorts  him 
to  ftir  up  the  gift  of  God  that  is  in  him.  The 
word  in  the  original,  which  is  tranflated  Jiir 
vpi  fignifies  properly,  To  blow  up  a  fire  to  a 
more  intenfe  degree  of  heat  :  fo  that  the 
meaning  and  import  of  the  exhortation  is, 
Cultivate  and  improve,  to  the  beft  advantage, 
the  fpiritual  gifts  with  which  you  are  en- 
dov.'^ed  j  and  exert  all  your  faculties  and  ta¬ 
lents  to  the  utmoft,  in  the  faithful  difchargc 
of  the  duties  of  that  great  office  in  which  you 
are  engaged.  And,  in  the  words  of  the  text, 
he  enforces  the  exhortation  from  a  confidera* 
tiOn  taken  from  the  nature  and  genius  of 
Chriftianity  itfelf ;  verfe  7.  “  For  God  hath 
“  not  given  us  the  fpirit  of  fear ;  but  of 
“  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  found  mind.” 
That  is,  God  hath  not  given  us  Chriftians  the 
fpirit  of  timidity  and  cowardice,  of  felhfh- 
nefs  and  malignity,  of  levity  and  folly  ;  but 
he  hath  given  us  the  fpirit  of  hrmnefs  and 
courage,  of  benignity  and  love,  of  wifdom 
and  fobriety  of  mind. 

It  appears  from  the  verfe  after  the  text,  and 
from  many  other  paffages  in  this  epiftle,  that 
the  apoftle  had  full  iu  his  eye  thofe  labours, 

hardfldps^ 
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hardfliips,  and  fufferings,  which  he  forefaw 
Timothy  would  be  called  to  endure  in  the 
courfe  of  his  miniflry.  And,  in  this  view, 
he  exhorts  him  to  prepare  and  fortify  himfelf 
for  thofe  exertions  of  courage  and  zeal,  and 
for  the  exercife  of  that  prudence  and  difcre- 
tion,  for  which  he  would  have  frequent  occa- 
Con  in  thofe  circumftanccs  of  perplexity,  dan¬ 
ger,  and  diftrefs,  in  which  he  would  find 
himfelf  involved  and,  at  the  fame  time,  lie 
afiures  him,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  would 
enable  him  to  fuffer  afflidlions,  and  behave 
under  them,  with  tliat  patience,  modefiy,  and 
meeknefs  of  wifdom,  which  becomes  one  who 
is  perfecuted  for  righteoufnefs  fake. 

It  is  hoped,  it  will  not  be  unfuitable  to  the 
defign  of  this  afiembly,  to  offer  fome  obferya- 
lions  tending  to  illufirate  and  confirm  tiie  af- 
fertions  in  the  text,  with  a  view  to  difplay  the 
excellency  of  the  gofpel,  as  the  fpirit  of  power, 
of  love,  and  of  a  found  mind.  We  fiiall  con- 
fider  each  of  thefc  in  their  order. 

First,  Chrlftianity  is  the  fpirit  of  power, 
or  of  courage  and  firmnefs,  in  oppofition  to 
timidity  and  irrefolution  of  mind. 

Among  the  many  other  groundlcfs  charges 
which  have  been  brought  againfi:  Chriftlanity, 
it  has  been  accufed  of  inculcating  fervitude 
and  dependence.  A  very  celebrated  author, 
Avho,  in  other  parts  of  his  works,  appears  to 
be  a  lover  of  the  morality  of  the  gofpel,  and 
an  admirer  of  the  character  of  its  great  found- 
VoL.  III.  B  b  cr. 
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er,  has  exprefsly  aflerted,  “  That  the  fpirit 
“  of  the  gofpel  is  favourable  to  tyrants ;  and 
“  that  true  Chriftians  are  formed  for  flaves 
And  feveral  other  writers,  tliough  they  ad¬ 
mit,  that  the  Chrlflian  religion  foftens  and 
fweetens  the  temper  and  manners  of  mankind ; 
yet  alledge,  that,  at  the  fame  time,  it  ener¬ 
vates  their  courage,  and  difpofes  them  for 
mean  and  flaviflr  obedience. 

In  arifwer  to  thefe,  and  other  accufations  of 
the  like  nature,  let  it  be  obferved,  in  the  frjl 
place,  *  That,  if'  we  may  form  a  judgement  of 
the  fpirit  of  Chriflianity  from  the  fpirit  of 
its  author,  we  muft  acknowledge  it  to  be  a 
ipirit  of  courage  and  boldnefs,  and  not  of 
fearfulnefs  and  timidity.  For  it  appears,  in 
the  moll  incontelfable  manner,  from  the  whole 
hiftory  of  our  Saviour’s  life,  that,  while  he 
fjpported  the  beff  of  all  caufes,  he  fet  him- 
felf,  though  lingle,  in  a  moft  intrepid  man¬ 
ner,  in  oppofition  to  a  whole  nation  ;  and  he 
perfevered  in  doing  this,  though  he  had  a 
clear  forefight,  that  his  doing  fo  would  bring 
him  to  certain  death,  and  to  a  death  too  of 
the  mofl;  formidable  kind.  It  is  hard  to  fay 
what  complete  heroilm  is,  if  this  is  not  an  iu- 
flance  of  it. 

His  firfi:  difciples,  in  like  manner,  difeover- 
ed  a  fpirit  of  the  mofi;  aflive  and  determined 
courage.  We  read,  in  the  fourth  chapter  of 
the  Acts  of  the  Apoflles,  that  when  the 

Rclfeau,  Social  contrad,  book.  4.  chap.  8. 
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Jewlfli  Sanhedrim,  the  fupreme  council  of  the 
nation,  called  the  Apoftles  Peter  and  Johu 
before  them,  and  commanded  them,  verf.  lu, 
“  Not  to  teach  in  the  name  of  Jefus  j”  verf.  ly. 

they  anfvvered,  and  faid  unto  them,  Whe- 
“  ther  is  it  right  in  the  fight  of  God,  to  heark- 
“  en  unto  you  more  than  unto  God,  judge 
**  ye  ;  for  we  cannot  but  fpeak  the  things  we 
“  have  feen  and  heard.”  And  they  accor¬ 
dingly  went  out  from  the  council,  and  preach¬ 
ed  the  gofpel  with  all  boldnefs.  And  we  read 
in  the  fame  chapter,  that  even  their  enemies 
were  flruck  with  admiration  when  they  be¬ 
held  the  firmnefs  of  their  refolution  ;  verf.  13. 
“  When  the  members  of  the  council  faw  the 
“  boldnefs  of  Peter  and  John,  and  perceived 
“  that  they  were  unlearned  and  ignoranfe 
“  men,  they  marvelled  ;  and  they  took  knowr 
“  ledge  of  them,  that  they  had  been  with 
“  Jefus  that  is,  they  perceived  they  had 
learned  boldnefs  and  intrepidity  in  his  fchool. 

If  your  time  would  allow  us  to  trace  the 
fpirlt  of  Chrlftianiiy  as  it  appeared  in  the  pri¬ 
mitive  Chriftians,  we  flaould  find,  that  per- 
fons  of  all  ranks,  fexes,  and  ages,  fliewed 
fuch  an  unlhaken  firmnefs  and  fortitude,  un¬ 
der  the  fevereft  trials,  even  death  itfelf,  as  fill¬ 
ed. their  very  enemies  and  perfecutors  with  a- 
flonilhment. 

.  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  in  the.  /eccad 
place,  That,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  fpirit 
of  the  gofpel  from  the  ftrain  of  its  precepts,, 
•we  inufl  alio  conclude  it  to  be  a  fpirit  of  relb- 
B  b  2  lutioij. 
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lution  and  fortitude.  The  New  Teftament  A- 
bounds  with  the  warmeft  exhortations  to  Chri- 
hians  to  exert  the  utmofk  hrmnefs  in  with- 
fianding  the  temptations,  and  encountering 
the  dangers,  to  which  they  may  be-  expofed. 
Thus,  I  Corinth,  xvi.  13.  “  Stand  faft,”  fays 
the  apoftle,  “  quit  ye  like  men,  and  be  ftrong.'’ 
And  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Eph.  chap.  vi.  from 
the  loth  to  the  ipih  verfe,  “  Be  ftrong  in  the 
“  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might  :  put 
on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may 
“  be  able  to  ftand  againft  the  wiles  of  the  de- 
“  vil.”  And  further,  it  deferves  our  parti¬ 
cular  attention,  that  thefe  ^  exhortations  arc 
often  enforced  with  motives  takea  from  the 
peculiar  dodfrines  of  the  gofpel  r  as,  for  in- 
flance,  in  the  15th  chapter  of  the  firft  epifUc 
to  the  Corinthians,  the  apoftle,  after  a  mod 
fublime  and  animating  defeription  of  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  refurredfion-ftate,  concludes  with  a 
pathetic  exhortation  to  immoveable  firmnefs 
in  every  good  work:  “  Therefore  (fays  he)  be 
“  dedfafl:  and  unmoveable,  always  abounding 
**  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forafmuch  as  ye 
know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.” 

But,  not  to  reft  the  vindication  of  our  holy 
religion  from  the.  imputation  of  a  mean  and 
flavilh  fpirit,  merely  on  the  precepts  of  it,  or 
on  the  example  of  its  great  Author  and  his 
ftrft  followers,  let  it  be  oblerved,  in  the  third 
place.  That  the  unfeigned  belief,  and  fin- 
cere  praiftkc,  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  has  an 
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obvious  and  manifeft  tendency  to  mfpire  fuch 
zeal  and  courage  as  will  difpofe  men  to  a(Sfe 
with  I'efolution  and  firinnefs  in  every  worthy 
caufe.  This  will  appear  very  evidently,  if  we 
attend  to  tlie  two  following  particulars  :  i/?j 
That  Chriflianity  is  the  beft  prefervative  from 
all  thofe  things  which  damp  the  vigour  of  the 
mind,  and  enervate  its  active  powers  ;  and, 
2c//y,  That  it  fupplics  the  nioft  powerful  in- , 
eitemenrs  to  aft  every  worthy  part  in  life,  in 
rhe  firmeft  and  molt  vigorous  manner. 

Now,  thei’e  are  three  things  which  chiefly 
check  the  vigour  of  the  mind,  and  render  k- 
timid  and  irrefolute  and  thefc  are,  confciouf- 
nefs  of  mean  and  guilty  conduft,  unmanly  ha¬ 
bits  of  indulgence  in  effeminate  ple.afares,  and- 
prevailing  melancholy  of  temper. 

•  It  is  not  furely  necelTary  to  fpend  time  In- 
fhowing,  that  the  hrll  of  thefe,  confcioufneis 
of  bafe  and  unworthy  behaviour,  is  an  inti¬ 
midating  and  difpiriting  thing.  Every  one 
knows,  that  guilt  is,  in  its  own  nature,  the 
fource  of  felf-condemnation,  and  of  dread  of 
deferved  punilhment  ;  that  it  naturally  .fiiJ» 
the  countenance  with  fharne,  and  the  heart 
with  terror  ;  and  that,  wTen  the  mind  is  un-f 
der  the  influence  of  thefe  enfeebling  paflions, 
it  muft  be  timid  and  dejefted,  and  incapable 
either  of  forming,  or  of  executing,  any  man¬ 
ly  and  worthy,  defign.  It  is  likevvife  obvious 
to  every  one,  that  thofe  who  have  imbibed 
riie  fpirit  of  Chriflianity,  will  be  preferved 
from  thofe  prefumptuous  lins  w'hichfuike 
■'  B  b  ?  ro.v 
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ror  into  the  confcience  ;  and  that  they  will 
have  fuch  truft  In  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel 
for  the  pardon  of  their  involuntary  failings, 
as  will  eifablifh  them  in  peace  of  mind,  and 
in  the  humble  hope  of  the  favour  and  accept¬ 
ance  of  God.  In  this  peaceful  ftate  of  mind, 
they  will  be  in  full  poireffion  of  their  aefive 
nowers,  and  readv  to  exert  them  whenever 
and  where-ever  duty  calls.  The  experience  of 
all  afi:es  vcrllics  the  obfervation  of  Solomon, 

That  the  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pur- 

fuetli  *,  but  the  righteous  are  bold  as  a  lion  j” 
Vrov.  xxvili.  i. 

a'^gain,  That  unmanly  habits  of  indulgence 
in  pleafure  foften  and  enervate  mens  minds, 
and  make  them  flee  from  everv  i'cene  where  la- 
hour  and  fatigue,  where  adfivity  or  boldnefs, 
are  required,  has  ever  been  admitted  as  a  cer¬ 
tain  truth,  to  which  daily  experience,  and  the 
hiflbry  of  all  ages,  bear  teftimony.  But  that 
i-.ll  irregular  indulgence  in  pleafure  is  utterly 
ynconlifcent  with  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  is 
abundantly  evident  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  New  Teftamcnt.  It  commands  us  to  be 
lovers  of  God  more  than  lovers  of  pleafure 
and  to  fet  our  affeflions  on  the  things  above, 
and  not  on  the  thing?  on  the  earth.  It  every 
where  enjoins  moderation  and  temperance, 
and  forbids  in  the  mofl:  particular  and  in  the 
inofl:  awful  manner,  all  excefles  in  worldly 
pleafures  of  every  kind.  The  Apoftle,  to¬ 
wards  the  beginning  of  the  fecon'd  chapter' of 
Uiis  eplflle,  exhorts  Timothy  in  the  rnofl  car- 
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reft  manner,  to  be  ftrong  in  the  grace 

which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  to  endure 
“  hardlhip  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift.” 
The  examples  too  which  our  holy  religion  fets 
before  us,  are  further  proofs  of  the  handing 
oppohtion  betwixt  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity 
and  every  kind  of  mean  and  unmanly  indul¬ 
gence  :  “  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring 
“  it  into  fubjecfion,”  fays  the  Apoftle,  “  left 
“  that,  by  any  means,  when  1  have  preached 
“  to  others,  I  myfelf  ftiould  be  a,  caft-away 
I  Cor.  ix.  27. 

And,  lajily,.  Eveiy  one’s  own  experience 
allures  him,  that  nothing  deadens  the  a(flive 
powers  of  the  mind  more  effeclually,  than  a 
melancholy  call;  of  temper :  for,  when  this 
difpofition  becomes  prevalent,  it  renders  men 
timid  and  apprehenlive  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
unfits  them  for  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life, 
and  much  more  for  encountering  the  diflicui- 
ties  and  dangers  of  any  great  or  hazardous 
undertaking.  It  muft  be  ov/ned,  that  when 
this  gloomy  difpoiition  becomes  a  difeafe  fet¬ 
tled  in  the  conftiiution,  it  is  perhaps  altogt,- 
ther  incurable.  But,,  fo  far  as  principles  of 
reafon,  juft  fentiments,  and  comfortable  viewsj 
can  have  any  power  to  give  relief,  the  religion 
of  Jefus  is  the  moft  effeflual  remedy.  The 
doctrines  of  the  gofpel  are  admirably  adapt¬ 
ed  to  eftablifh  the  heart  in  peace  and  Joy. 
The  views  which  it  gives  us  of  the  pcrfeflions 
and  government  of  God  in  general,  of  the 
fchciue  of  redemption  in  particular,  of  this 
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Aate  as  introductory  to  a  better  one,  and  of 
the  diftrelTes  of  life,  “  as  bringing  forth  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufners,  and  work- 
ing  for  us  a  far  mOre  exceeding  and  etern^al 
**  weight  of  glory, are  like  rays  of  light 
breaking  through  a  thick  gloom,  to  ehear  and 
gladden  the  difconfolate  foul.  When  the  real 
Chrirtian  contemplates  the  honourable  rela¬ 
tions  in  which  he  hands  to  his  God  and  his 
Saviour  •,  and  when,  with  a  mixture  of  faith 
and  humility,  he  looks  forward  to  his  eternal 
honours  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  he  is  in- 
fpired  with  an  elevation  and  gladnefs  of  heart, 
which  diffipates  gloomy  thoughts,  and  fits- 
him  for  the  worthieft  and  moft  vigorous  ex-- 
creife  of  his  aClive  powers.  This  joyous  tern-- 
pfer  was  very  prevalent  among  the  firh  Chri- 
ftians  :  “  Believing,  they  rejoiced  with  joy  un- 
“  fpeakable  and  full  of  glory  i  Pet.  i.  8. 

Being  juflified  by  faith,  they  had  peace  with 
^  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and' 
rejoiced  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 
**  And  not  only  fo,  but  they  gloried  in  tribu- 
lation  Rom.  v.  i,  2.  3.  Thus  it  appears, 
that  the  fpirit  of  ChriRianity  is  the  beft  fecuri- 
ty  againft  thofe  things  which  are  the  chief  ob* 
ftruClions  to  the  exertion  of  our  powers  with 
chearfulnqfs  and  vigour  to  the  beft  purpofes 
of  life  and  fbciety. 

But  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  not  only  deli¬ 
vers  the  human  mind  from  thofe  things  which  ' 
benumb  its  aClive  powers,  and  bereave  it  of 
its  refoiution  and  fortitude  j  but  (as  was  pro- 
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pofei.!  to  be  fliown  in  the  fecond  place)  it  alfo 
fupplies  the  moft:  powerful  incitements  that 
can  be  conceived,  to  aft  every  worthy  and  ho¬ 
nourable,  part  in  life,  however  difficult  or  dan¬ 
gerous,  in  the  moft  vigorous  and  undaunted 
manner. 

In  order  to  iilufirate  and'  confirm  this- 
point,  let  us  attend  to  the  principles  and  mo¬ 
tives  by  which  Chriitians  ought  to  be  animated 
in  the  courfe  of  their  lives  and  a^fions. 

Here  it  is  manifefl:,  that  whoever  has  imbi¬ 
bed  the  fpirit  of  Chrifiianity,  will  have  the 
warmefl  and  firongefl  fenfe  of  the  excellence 
of  all  the  virtues  of  the  Chriflian  life,  and 
the  beft  affedlions  to  God  and  man.  It  will 
furely  be  admitted,  that  all  the  virtues  com-, 
prehended  in  the  apoftolical  fummary.of  Chri- 
flian  morality,  AVhatfoever  things  are  true, 
“  whatfoever  things  are  honeft,  whatfoever 
things  are  juft,  whatfoever  things  ^re  pure^ 
whatfoever  things  are  lovely,  >^'hatfoever 
“  things  are  of  good  report,”  ai'e  the  objedbt 
of  fupreme  affe£lion,  and  habitual  and  de-.- 
lightful  meditation,  to  every  true  Chriftian. 
All  who  are  juftly  intiiled  to  this  character, 
contemplate  thefe  Chriftian  virtues  in  a  varle-. 
ty  of  lights  ;  which  cannot  fail  to  animate, 
to  elevate,  and  fortify  their  minds  in  a  very 
remarkable  manner.  They  always  conceive 
of  them  as  fupremely  excellent  in  their  own 
nature,  as  agreeable  to  the  all-perfeft  will  of 
God,  and  as  of  indifpenfable  and  eternal  pb- 
Jigation.  They  always  live  and  afl  under  the 
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fulieft  and  mofi;  delightful  perfuafion,  that 
the  exercife  of  thefe  heavenly  virtues  not  on¬ 
ly  conflitutes  the  chief  perfection,  happinefs, 
and  glory  of  human  nature,  but  alfo  forms 
it  into  a  refemblance  of  the  divine  nature  it- 
felf  ;  and  from  this  perfualion  of  the  fupreme 
dignity  and  excellence  of  thefe  virtues,  ardent 
defires  immediately  fpring  up,  to  be  poflefied 
of  them  to  the  higheft  degree  that  the  nature 
and  fituation  of  mankind  in  this  world  are 
capable  of :  and  thefe  defires  again  immediate¬ 
ly  excite  refolutions  of  prafijifing  them  with 
unvariable  conftancy,  and  of  cultivating  them 
with  the  utmoft  ardour  and  aflxduity. 

Now,  every  one  who  has  attended  to  the 
finer  and  nobler  workings  of  the  human  heart, 
when  purified  by  the  grace  of  God,  mufi  be 
convinced,  that  a  warm  love  of  that  moral 
excellence  which  is  the  chief  glory  of  the 
divine  nature  itfelf,  earnefl  breathings  after 
nearer  approaches  to  the  perfection  of  it,  a 
lively  fenfe  of  duty,  a  full  conviction  that 
the  doing  that  duty  is  the  will  of  God,  and 
ftrong  impulfes  of  the  friendly  and  public  af- 
feCtions,  are,  without  all  doubt,  the  mofi; 
powerful  and  commanding  principles  in  the 
human  breafi;  ;  and  when  they  unite  their 
force,  and  operate  with  all  their  ftrength,  nor 
thing  can  withftand  them.  When  we  attend 
to  what  pafles  in  life,  we  fee  the  ,moft  convin-. 
cing  proofs  of  this :  for  whenever  a  mind, 
under  the  influence  of  thefe  great  principles, 
kas  its  views  fixed  upon  feme  great  or  good 
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\  «nd,  in  the  profecution  of  which,  oppofitlon, 

I  difficulty,  or  danger,  is  forefeen,  holy  Chri- 
i  flian  refolution  exerts  itfelf  with  its  whole 
I  ftrength  •,  and  indeed  it  becomes  in  a  man- 
:  ner  invincible,  fo  that  hardly  any  difficulty  op 
f  danger  can  hand  before  it.  And  we  may  ea- 
fily  conceive  how  it  Ihould  be  fo,  when  wc 
reflecH:  upon  the  illuftrious  and  mighty  fup- 
ports  which  it  receives  from  the  exercifes  of 
Chriftian  faith  and  piety.  The  full  alTurancc 
of  divine  approbation  and  aid,  mull  ever  in-^ 
fpire  the  foul  with  confidence  and  alacrity  in 
afting  that  part  which  truth  and  integrity  re¬ 
quire.  It  is  impoffible,  even  in  imagination, 
to  conceive  any  thing  better  calculated  for, 
emboldening  the  human  mind,  and  fupport- 
ing  its  mod  determined  refolutions,  than  the 
firm  peiTuafion  that  the  divine  adminiftration 
is  ever  on  the  fide  of  righteoufnefs,  and  that 
the  righteous  man  fhall  be  mo  ft  amply  and 
glorioufiy  rewarded  for  whatever  he  may  have 
fufFered  for  his  adherence  to  it.  When  he 
“  looks  forward,  and  reflefts  upon  his  digni- 
“  ty  as  one  of  the  fons  of  God  and  that  it 
**  doth  not  yet  appear  what  he  fihall  be,  and 
“that  when  his  Saviour  appears,  he  Ihall 
appear  with  him  in  glory,”  he  is  not  only 
encouraged  to  perfevere  in  his  virtuous  couiTej 
but  he  feels  himfelf  infpired  with  a  noble  am¬ 
bition  to  maintain  a  charafler  fuitable  to  fuch 
an  exalted  relation,  and  luch  glorious  hopes. 
Under  the  full  influence  of  thefe  animating 
views,  all  the  clamour  and  evil  fpeaking,  all 
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the  I'-eproaches  and  unjuft  cenfures  of  the 
world,  and  even  all  the  dangers  that  may 
threaten,  will  not  difeourage  him,  or  make 
him  defift  and  give  way.  “  He  will  wait  pa- 
tiently  upon  God,  will  commit  his  way-  to 
him,”  and  triumph  in  the  certain  profpeft, 
that  God  will  bring  forth  his  righteoufnefs 
V  as  the  light,  and  his  judgement  as  the 
noon-day  Pf.  xxxvii.  5.  6.  Being  con¬ 
scious  of  his  honeft  endeavours  to  do  his  du¬ 
ty,  though  amidft  many  weaknefies  and  in¬ 
firmities,  he  folaces  himfelf  with  the  modeft, 
but  triumphant  hope,  through  the  mercy  of 
God  in  Jefus  Chrift,  that  all  his  good  inten* 
tions,  all  his  fecret  afls  of  goodnefs,  all  his 
filent  fufferings  and  ftruggles,  and  all  his  fer- 
i^kes,  are  rtporded,  and  lhall  be  one  day  pu- 
bliflted,  honoured,  and  rewaided,  on  the 
grandeft  of  all  theatres,  before  aa  allembled 
world.  Thefe  hopes  chear  and  gladden,  and, 
•at  the  fame  time,  ftrengthen  his  heart,  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  in  the  day  of  diftrefs,  and 
in  the  profecution  of  every  virtuous  defign. 
He  has  a  firm  reliance  on  the  promifes  of  the 
gofpel,  that  he  fliall  be  enabled  to  do  all  things 
through  Chrift  ftrengthening  him  j  and  that  at 
Jaft  he  ftiall  be  a  conqueroi’,  and  “  more  than 
“  a  conqueror,”  Rom.  viii.  37.  j  and  invited  to 
“  fit  down  with  Jefus  on  his  throne,  even  as 
“  he  alfo  overcame,  and  is  fet  down  with  the 
Father  on  his  throne,”  Rev.  iii.  21. 

Now,  it  will  certainly  be  acknowdedged, 
that  “  thofc  noble  principles  of  aftion,”  fup- 
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ported  with  “  thofe  glorious  motives,”  (which 
have  both  juft  now  been  deferibed),  are  the 
fatteft  that  can  be  conceived  to  infpire  fuch  a 
ferene  and  fteady  fortitude,  as  will  encounter 
every  difficulty  and  danger,  and  even  death 
itfelf,  in  the  moft  undaunted  manner.  It  is 
extremely  obvious,  that  when  the  minds  of 
Chriftians  are  under  the  real  dominion  of 
thefe  great  principles  of  their  religion,  they 
are  prepared  to  put  in  practice  that  magna¬ 
nimous  leffon  of  their  great  Mafter,  “  not  to 
“  fear  them  that  can  kill  the  body,  and  after 
that  have  no  more  they  can  do  ;  but  to 
“  fear  him,  who,  after  he  hath  killed  the 
“  body,  hath  power  to  c'aft  both  body  and 
‘‘  foul  into  hell-fire.”  And  where  ever  this 
fuperiority  to  the  fear  of  man,  and  the  fear 
of  temporal  evils  and  dangers,  flows  from  the 
principles  of  the  gofpel^  it  will  be  accempaV 
hied  with  a  noble  freedom  and  independence 
of  foul,  that  can  never  dwell  with  mean  and 
fiavilh  principles.  Men,  though  in  the  low¬ 
ed:  ftation  of  life,  who  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
dignity  of  human  nature,  and  of  thofe  Chri- 
ftian  virtues  which  dignify  it,  will  difeover, 
on  proper  orcafions,  a  ftrength  and  greatnefs 
of  mind,  which  will  make  them  difdain  eve¬ 
ry  thing  that  approaches  in  any  degree  to 
meannef ,  cowardice,  or  flavith  fear.  To  all 
which  we  may  add,  as  fufficiently  clear  with; 
out  a  particular  illuftr.uion,  that  a  courage 
derived  from  thefe  principles  and  motives 
which  have  been  deferibed,  will  be  more  ra- 
VoL.  ill.  C  c  tional 
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tional  and  vigorous,  more  firm  and  perma- 
I'lsnt,  than  that  which  flows  merely  from  ani¬ 
mal  fpirits,  from  external  accidents,  from  the 
love  of  glory,  or  from  what  the  world  calls  a 
fenfe  of  honour. 

Some  perhaps  will  objecl  to  all  that*  has 
been  faid,  That  fuperftitious  notions  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  a  fancied  approbation  of  the  Deity, 
will  excite  fome  men  to  perpetrate  the  very 
worfl;  and  vilefl:  adlions,  in  as  firm  and  un¬ 
daunted  a  manner  as  the  beft  Chriftians  can 
perform  the  worthieft  and  noblefl.  To  this 
it  may  be  anfwered,  That  it  rnufl  be  owned, 
that  when  the  minds  of  men  are  under  the 
influence  of  falfe  opinions,  winch  they  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  countenanced  by  Heaven,  they  will 
be  daring  and  intrepid  to  an  amazing  degree. 
But  furely  falfe  perfuafions  fometimes  produ¬ 
cing  very  great  efledls,  is  no  proof  that  jufl: 
principles  will  not  produce  equal  or  fuperior 
ones,  luore  certainly  and  more  uniformly, 
llefidcs,  to  a  difcerning  eye,  there  are  marks 
which  diflinguifla  thofe  a£ls  of  magnanimity 
and  courage' which  are  infpired  by  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  true  religion,  from  thofe  which  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  delufions  of  fuperfthion.  The 
former  are  calm  and  ferene  *,  the  latter  are 
fierce  and  turbulent.  The  firfl;  kind  are  mo- 
deft  and  unaffected  ;  the  fecond  are  vain  and 
oftentatious.  The  one  fort,  fpringing  from 
an  enlightened  underftanding  and  a  pure 
heart,  leave  behind  them  a  true  peace  of 
mind,  which  can  never  be!  extinguiflied  or  dl- 
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ininiflied ;  but  Ihe  other  fort,  proceeding 
from  an  underftanding  darkened  by  fuperhi- 
tion  or  corrupt  paflions,  leave  behind  them 
only  an  ill-grounded  and  delulive  fatisfadiionj 
which  the  firft  glimpfe  of  truth  muft  diffipate 
and  deftroy. 

Others,  perhaps,  will  object  to  what  has 
been  faid.  That  the  tendency  of  Chriftianity 
is  only  to  form  men  to  a  kind  of  paflive  cou¬ 
rage,  or  patience  under  fufferings  ;  but  that  it 
has  no  tendency  to  form  them  to  that  adllve 
courage  which  diifinguiflies  the  hero  from 
the  confelTor.  Let  it  fuffice  to  anfwer  to  this 
objedlion.  That  that  unremitting  zeal  and  ac¬ 
tivity  which  prompted  the  Apoflle  Paul,  for 
inftance,  to  fpend  thirty  years  in  journeys  by 
land,  voyages  by  fca,  amlulb  trumberlefs  didi- 
cultles,  dangers,  and  fulierings,  to  propagate 
Chriftianity,  would  have  operated  in  the  lame' 
manner,  and  excited  to  like  indefatigable  la¬ 
bours  and  efforts,  if  Providence  had  called 
him  to  defend  his  country,  to  fupport  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  mankind,  or  to  pro- 
fecute  any  other  worthy  undertaking.  It 
feems  natural  to  conceive,  that  a  magnanimi¬ 
ty  and  a<ftivlty  of  mind,  which  were  mani- 
fefted  in  fuch  an  uniform  and  confpicuous 
manner  through  the  whole  of  the  Apoftle’s 
life,  in  promoting  one  great  caufe,  would 
have  difplayed  themfelves  in  a  hrailar  way, 
if  he  had  been  engaged  in  any  other  import¬ 
ant  caufe,  which  reafon,  religion,  and  the 
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good  of  mankind,  would  juflify  and  recom¬ 
mend. 

Your  time  will  not  permit  me  to  fhow,  as 
a  further  anfwer  to  the  cbje£lion.  That  all 
the  finer  principles  and  affections  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  impel  to  aClion  in  the  moft  fponta- 
neous  manner,  and  even  in  face  of  oppofition 
and  danger  of  the  moft  formidable  kind  5 
that  the  gofpel  ftrengthens  thefe  natural  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  encourages  the  moft  aCtive  efforts 
in  every  worthy  caufe  ;  and  that  it  is  only 
when  fufterings  for  a  good  caufe  cannot  be  a- 
voided  by  righteous  means,  that  the  fpirit  of 
the  gofpel  manifefts  itfelf  in  “  perfeCt  works 
“  of  patience.” 

Upon  the  whole,  from  the  view  which  hath 
been  given  of  the  principles  and  precepts  os 
Chriflianity,  and  of  the  fpirit  of  its  great 
founder,  we  may  conclude,  that  it  is  a  fpirit 
of  pQ-u'er,  and  mt  of  fear^  And,  indeed,  we 
may  fitfcly  challenge  the  brighteft  genius,  in 
ancient  or  modern  times,  to  invent  a  fyftem 
of  pi'inciples  which  fiiall  be  more  adapted  to 
infpire  magnanimity  and  courage  of  the  moff 
exalted  kind.  And  if  it  is  impofiible  to  de- 
vife  any  fcheme  which  flaall  excel  Chriflianity 
in  this  refpeCl:,  all  the  accufations  of  it,  as  en¬ 
couraging  a  mean  and  daftardly  fpirit,  as  pro¬ 
moting  flavifh  principles  of  any  kind,  Ihould 
be  contemned,  as  altogether  falfe  and  ground- 
Icfs. 

The  power  of  prejudice,  in  giving  the  moft 
'unnatural  turn  to  the  plaineft  things,  is  very 
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rurprifing.  The  author  quoted  in  the  begin-* 
ning  of  this  difcouiTcj  in  the  llime  chapter 
which  is  there  referred  to,  alledges,  that  the 
true  Chriftian’s  faith  of  another  world,  and 
a  better  life,  extinguifhes  all  concern  in  him 
for  this  prefent  world,  and  this  prefent  life  ; 
or,  at  leaft,  that  it  renders  him  incapable  of 
any  brave  and  courageous  efibrts  to  preferve 
or  promote  any  advantages  that  relate  ouiy  to 
fuch  a  tranlltory  date.  But  he  has  given  no 
reafon  that  can  convince  any  unprejudiced 
peiTon,  that  a  Chriftian,  though  of  the  moft 
elevated  and  heavenly  turn  of  mind,  muft  have; 
a  lels  warm  and  delicate  fenfe  of  the  liberties ^ 
or  of  any  of  the  juft  privileges,  of  manlcind,. 
or  muft  have  lefs  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  his 
country,  his  family,  or  friends,  merely  on  the 
account  of  his  lively  hopes  of  another  and 
better  life  beyond  the  grave,  Belldes,  whea 
we  .reflefl,  that  a  main  part  of  the  duty  of  .v 
Chriftian,  according  tO'  the  principles  of  his- 
religion,  lies  in  doing  good,  in  promoting  the 
happinel's  of  others  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,, 
it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how  his  firm  hopes- 
of  immortality  fhould  render  him  indifferenc 
to  his  duty,  and  incapable  of  all  vigorous  and 
manly  efforts  to  difeharge  it.  It  feems  to  be 
a  more  natural  conclufion,  that  the  firm  hopes 
of  a  future  glorious  life  would  animate  the; 
real  Chriftian  to  difeharge  his  duty  with  ths- 
utmoft  faithfulnefs  •,  and  particularly,  would, 
dilpofe  him  to  labour,  with  the  utmofl, vigour,, 
to  do  good  to  his  brethren  of  , mankind, 
C  c  3  thoug.^ 
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though  it  fhould  be  at  the  expence  of  a  tran- 
fient  and  uncertain  life,  that  is  foon  to  be 
lucceeded  by  a  permanent  and  eternal  one. 
That  is  certainly  the  do£lrine  of  the  gofpcl  j. 
which  declares,  in, the  mod  exprefs  manner, 
“  That  Chriftians  ought  to  lay  down  their 

lives  for  the  brethren  i  John,  iii.  16. 
Such  authors  as  throw  out  thefe  and  tiie  like 
unjuO:  refle^llons  upon  the  Chriftian  religion, 
are  either  totally  unacquainted  with  its  native 
.purity  and  excellence,  as  it  lies  in  the  New 
Teftament,  or  they  are  greatly  deficient  in  that 
fairnefs  and  candour  of  mind  which  ought  to- 
be  a  primary  qualification  in  thofe  who  afiume 
to  themfelves  the  office  of  indruflors  of  the 
world  at  large. 

Again,  we  may  further  infer  from  the  view 
•which  has  been  given  of  the  principles  of  ac¬ 
tion  recommended  by  the  gofpel,  that  thofs 
tvho  profefs  themfelves  admirers  of  magnani¬ 
mity,  bravery,  and  that  high  order  of  "virtues, 
ought  to  be  confident  with  themfelves,  and 
admire  Chridianity,  which  affords  the  belt 
fupports  and  the  fined  examples-  of  them. 
And  if  they  would  wilh  not  merely  to  admire 
thefe  diining  virtues  in  fpeculation,  but  to 
praftife  them  in  real  life,  let  them  lay  open 
their  minds  to  the  full  influence  of  the  fpirit 
of  the  gofpel.  Thofe  clear  views  of  duty, 
and  thofe  driking  and  glorious  motives  to  the 
pratdice  of  it,  which  the  gofpel  fets  before 
them,  are  the  mod  efiedtual  means  of  forming 
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their  minds  to  a  firmnefs  and  fortitude  of  the 
moft  excellent  kind. 

To  conclude  :  Let  all  of  us  be  careful  to 
nourifh  our  fouls  with  the  fpirit  of  the  go- 
fpel  i  fo  that,  deriving  ftrength  and  vigour 
from  it,  we  may,  on  all  occafions,  exert  true 
fortitude  in  refilling  every  thing  that  is  evil, 
and  cleavingno  every  thing  that  is  good.  Let 
us  be  ever  on  our  guard  to  withftand,  in  the 
moft  determined  manner,  every  impulfe  of 
ungoverned  paffion,  every  temptation  to  a  de¬ 
parture  from  that  equity  of  difpofition,  that 
benignity  of  temper,  that  purity  of  heart,, 
and  that  integrity  of  life,  which  becomes  the 
defciples  of  the  holy  Jefus  ;  and,  particular¬ 
ly,  let  us  arm  ourfelves  with  manly  refolu- 
tion,  to  defpife  that  fcorn  and  ridicule  which 
the  vicious  and  unprincipled  take  a  pleafurc 
in  employing  to  feduce  the  unguarded  and  un¬ 
experienced  into  the  fnares  of  vice,  or  into  a 
negledl  and  contempt  of  all  religion. 

We  ought  always  to  remember,  that  though 
we  are  not  called  to  the  national  fenate,  to- 
fhew  our  refolution  and  firmnefs  in  oppo- 
fing  public  meafures  which  we  conceive  hurt¬ 
ful  to  the  ftate,  nor  into  the  field  of  battle  to 
fignalize  our  bravery,  nor  to  the  fcaffold  oF 
martyrdom  to  prove  our  conftancy  and  forti¬ 
tude  there  arc  abundance  of  other  opportu¬ 
nities  in  the  daily  intercourfes  of  fociety,  and 
ordinary  train  of  life,  for  the  moft  important 
exertions  of  courage  and  manhood.  Private 
and  ordinary  life  is  the  field  of  battle  where 

every 


308  ‘  The  excellency  of  Ser.  ly. 

every  Chriftlan  is  called  to  exerclfe  his  cou¬ 
rage  “  in  fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith.” 
It  is  here  we  muft  learn  to  conquer  ourfelves, 
and  to  cftablilh  an  empire  in  our  own  bo- 
foms,  over  every  mean,  every  fenfual,  every 
felfifh,  and  every  woiddly  pafTion.  The  viilo- 
rics  gained  here,  though  concealed  from  the 
eyes  of  men,  may  be  more  fignal  and  glorious 
in  the  fight  of  God,  than  thofe  that  are  gain¬ 
ed  in  the  mofl:  confpicuous  and  moft  admi¬ 
red  feenes  of  public  life.  The  maxim  of  So¬ 
lomon,  That  he  that  ruleth  his  own  fpi- 
“  rit,  is  mightier  than  he  that  taketh  a  city,” 
Is  a  fundamental  maxim  of  all  found  philofo- 
phy,  as  well  as  of  Chriftian  morality.  The 
conqueft  over  bad  propenfities,  inclinations, 
and  habits,  is  the  firft  ftep  of  the  Chriftian 
life  j  and  when  this  is  obtained,  the  nobler 
principles  of  the  heart  will  operate  with  eafe 
and  freedom,  and  difplay  their  power  through 
the  various  feenes  of  life,  in  the  ftedfaft  pro- 
fecution  of  every  thing  virtuous  and  praife- 
W’orthy. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  fec&nd  aflertion  in 
the  text,  pernait  me  to  fuggeft,  that  it  par¬ 
ticularly  becomes  thofe  who  are  affociated  for 
the  noble  purpofe  of  propagating  Chriftian 
knowledge,  to  exert  themfelves  with  vigour 
in  that  honourable  and  important  work.  They 
ought  to  fuffer  nothing  to  difconcert  or  dif- 
courage  them,  but  to  animate  one  another 
from  the  encouraging  confideration  in  the 
text,  That  God  hath  not  given  Chriftians  the 
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fph'It  of  fear,  but  of  power,  and  fuffer  no¬ 
thing  to  difconcert  or  difcourage  them  ;  they 
may  reft  fully  aflured,  that  the  fpirit  of  that 
religion  which  it  is  the  end  of  their  aflbcia- 
tibn  to  promote,  is  the  power  of  “  God  unto 
“  falvation  to  every  one  that  believeth.” 

Our  Saviour  himfelf  has  plainly  intimated, 
that  the  gofpel  is  the  great  mean  which  the 
wifdom  of  Providence  has  chofen  to  enlight¬ 
en,  to  fan£lify,  to  blefs,  and  to  favc  man¬ 
kind.  “  No  man,”  fays  he,  “  knoweth  the 
“  Father  fave  the  Son,  and  he  to  whomfoever 
the  Son  will  reveal  him  ”  At  another 
time,  he  declares,  in  like  manner,  “  That 
“  no  man  cometh  to  the  Father,  but  by  him.” 
And,  on  other  occaftons,  he  afilimes  to  him- 
felf  the  glorious  charabler  and  oilice  of  being 
“  the  light  of  the  world.”  The  hiftory  of 
the  world  for  near  eighteen  hundred  years, 
confirms  the  truth  of  thefe  declarations  :  for, 
in  fo  far  as  any  juft  and  worthy  ideas  of  God, 
of  Providence,  of  a  future  ftate,  and  of  pure 
morality,  are  yet  to  be  found  among  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world,  they  are  derived  from  the 
gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God.  Even  Mahome¬ 
tan  countries  are  no  exception  to  this  ;  for 
whatever  is  good  and  pure  in  that  religion,  is 
manifeftly  borrowed  from  the  facred  wud- 
lings  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians.  Now'^,  from 
w’hat  is  paft,  and  from  the  predictions  of 
feripture  about  what  is  to  come,  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  think,  that  the  fame  divine  religion  fhall 
be  the  chief  mean  henceforward  of  fpreading 
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thefe  blefled  doflrines,  till  the  knowledge  of 
God,  and  of  Jefus  Chrill:  his  Son,  cover  the 
face  of  the  whole  earth.  Governmd'nt  and 
laws,  philofophy  and  arts,  may  give  their 
aid  i  but  the  fpiric  of  Chriftianity  muft  be 
the  infpirer  and  condu6lor  of  all  other  means 
of  civilization  and  improvement.  No  ftrong- 
er  incitement  furely  can  be  given  to  a  fociety 
which  have  chofen  for  the  object  of  their  af* 
fociation  the  propagation  of  the  religion  of 
Jefus,  than  this.  That  they  are  co-operating 
with  the  grand  fcheme  of  Providence,  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  foundation  of  the  world,  “  to  turn 
“  men  from  darknefs  unto  light,  and  from 
the  fervice  of  fin  and  Satan,  to  the  I'ervice 
of  the  living  God.” 

The  fuccefs  which  this  noble  undertaking 
hath  already  had,  and  which  appears  to  the 
convi£^tion  of  every  one,  from  the  number 
of  fchools,  no  lefs  than  172,  which  are  fup- 
ported  by  it,  and  in  which  7270  fcholars  are 
inftru(5led  in  reading,  writing,  and  arith¬ 
metic,  muft  prove  a  new  and  powerful  excite¬ 
ment  to  the  Society  Itfelf  to  perfevere  with 
zeal  and  alacrity  in  their  labours  of  love, 

Befides  thefe  fchools  for  acquiring  necefihry 
knowledge,  there  are  twelve  fchools  on  a  fc- 
cond  patent,  in  tvhich  girls  are  taught  and 
trained  up  to  induftry  in  fuch  kinds  of  work 
as  are  fuited  to  their  fex,  and  the  condition 
of  life  for  which  they  are  defigned.  It  may 
furely  be  expected,  that  the  view  of  thefe 
blefied  effsdls  which  this  worthy  inftitution 
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lias  already  produced,  and  is  daily  produ¬ 
cing,  will  excite  and  encourage  all  the  true 
friends  of  religion  and  humanity,  \o  contri¬ 
bute,  every  way  in  their  power,  to  the  fup- 
port  and  advancement  of  a  defign  fo  manifeft- 
ly  calculated  to  promote  both  the  temporal 
good  of  fociety,  and  the  eternal  interefts  of 
immortal  fouls. 
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The  Subjed  continued. 

By  William  Leechman,  D.  D. 


2  Tim.  i.  7. 

For  God  hath  not  given  us  the  fpirit  of  fear ; 
but  of  povoery  and  of  lovcy  and  of  a  found 
mind. 

I  Now  proceed  to  conlider  the  second  in¬ 
gredient  of  the  Chriftian  fpirit,  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  text,  viz.  the  fpirit  of  love. 

As  love,  in  the  New  Teftament,  when  fpo- 
ken  of  in  general,  ufually  fignifies  the  love  of 
our  brethren,  we  fliall,  in  what  follows,  prin¬ 
cipally  treat  of  it  in  this  fenfe  :  frfty  By  fhew- 
ing,  that  love,  tendernefs,  and  humanity,  is 
moft  certainly  the  genius  of  Chriftianity  *,  and, 
fcxond.  By  endeavouring  to  point  out  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  this  fpirit,  in  the  degree  and  to  the 
extent  in  which  the  gofpel  defcribes  and  en¬ 
joins  it. 

Now,  the  frjl  of  thefe,  That  the  genius  of 
Chriftianity  is  love,  furely  needs  no  long  or 
laboured  proof  to  a  Chrhlian  audience-  The 
primary  doctrines  of  this  religion  are,  That 
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God  is  love,  and  dwells  in  love  :  — That  the 
whole  fyftem  of  his  government  is  kind  and 
benign: — That  the  fcheme  of  redemption 
took  its  rife  from  the  original  benignity  and 
mercy  of  the  great  Father  of  alt  : —  That  the 
great  Redeemer  was  animated  with  the  fame 
fpirit  of  benignity  and  coppahion,  in  under¬ 
taking,  and  in  executing  every  ftep  of  it :  — • 
And  that  the  confummation  of  this  glorious 
plan  will  be  the  total  deliverance  of  many  my¬ 
riads  of  the  human  race  from  fin  and  death, 
and  their  final  eftablifhment  in  a  date  of  per¬ 
fect  virtue  and  of  immortal  felicity  and  glory. 
It  cannot  be  contefted,  that  thefe  doflrines  fa¬ 
vour  and  encourage  the  fpirit  of  kindnefs  and 
beneficence. 

And  when  we  attend  to  the  preceptive  and 
fentimental  parts  of  the  gofpel,  we  find,  that 
the  fpirit  of  love  breathes  in  all  of  them. 
That  the  precepts  of  Chriflianity  tend  to  re- 
flrain  and  fupprefs  all  the  malevolent  paf- 
fions,  and  to  promote  the  culture  and  im¬ 
provement  of  the  kind  and  friendly  ones,  can 
admit  of  no  doubt  :  That  Chriftian  morality 
flvikes  at  the  root  of  that  feltifh  and  worldly 
temper  which  .flands  in  diredf  oppofition  to 
the  fpirit  of  love,  is  evident  from  the  whole 
ftrain  of  the  doftrine  of  its  great  Author  and 
his  apoftles,  as  well  as  from  the  fliining  ex¬ 
amples  they  have  given  of  generofity  and  dif- 
intereftednefs  in  their  own  lives. 

Further,  That  the  religion  of  Jefus  not  on¬ 
ly  alms  at  fupprefling  and  ext ingui filing  the 
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felfifli  and  worldly  fplrit,  and  the  whole  ma¬ 
lignant  tribe  of  paflions  which  fpring  from  it, 
but  tends  to  cherifli  and  invigorate  all  the  be¬ 
nign  and  friendly  difpoiitions,  is  evident,  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt,  from  the  moft  cuiTory  view 
of  the  New  Teftament.  To  mention  all  the 
particulars  on  this  fubjc^f,  would  be  to  tran¬ 
scribe  a  great  part  of  the  morality  of  the  go- 
fpel.  Let  it  fuffice  to  felecl  a  few  palfages. 
“  By  this,”  fays  our  Saviour,  “  all  men  flrall 
“  know  that  ye  are  my  dilciples,  if  ye  love 
“  one  another.”  And,  in  another  paflage, 
he  infills  upon  a  forgiving  temper,  as  indif- 
penfably  neceflary  In  order  to  our  acceptance 
with  God  :  Matth.  vi.  14.  “  For  if  ye  for- 
give  men  their  trefpafles,  your  heavenly 
Father  will  alfo  forgive  you  :  but  if  ye 
‘‘  forgive  not  men  their  trefpafles,  neither 
“  will  your  heavenly  Father  forgive  you.” 
How  perfectly  he  exemplified  this  fublime  pre¬ 
cept  in  the  courfe  of  his  own  life,  and  at  the 
concluiion  of  it,  is  well  known  to  every  one 
who  has  read  the  gofpcl-hiftory.  The  a- 
poflles  of  our  Lord  inculcate  the  fame  kind 
of  precepts  with  the  greatefi:  warmth  and  ear- 
neftnefs  :  Eph.  iv.  31,  32.  “  Let  all  bitternefs, 
**  wrath,  anger,  clamour,  and  evil-fpeaking, 
“  be  put  away  from  among  you,  with  all 
“  malice  ;  and  be  ye  kind  one  to  another, 
tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even 
“  as  God,  for  Chrifi’s  fake,  hath  forgiven  you.” 

Further,  The  points  of  light  in  which  Chri- 
;iliani!;y  places  our  fellow-men,  are  fuch  as  are 
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fuited  to  affect  us  In  the  mod:  powerful  and 
tender  manner.  —  We  are  all,  whether  high 
or  low,  rich  or  poor,  learned  or  unlearned, 
equally  the  children  of  the  fame  great  famil}?', 
and  equally  under  the  prote.ihion,  and  at  the 
difpofal,  of  the  Almighty  and  All-wife  Pro¬ 
vidence  of  the  fame  great  Parent  of  all.  Wc 
are  all  fellow-travellers  through  this  hate  of 
pilgrimage,  in  which  we  are  all  expofed  to 
the  like  wants,  dangers,  and  diftreflt:s.  Wc 
have  all  the  like  imperfections  and  infirmi¬ 
ties,  equally  liable  to  fail  in  our  duty  to  one 
another,  and  therefore  equally  ftanding  in 
need  of  forgivenefs  at  one  another’s  Iiancls. 
—  We  are  all  equally  labouring  in  the  fame 
hate  of  darknefs  and  corruption,  of  guilt  and 
mortality  :  And  we  arc  all  equally  dependent 
for  our  hopes  of  deliverance  from  thefe  great 
evils,  on  the  fame  great  friend  and  faviour 
of  the  human  race,  Jefus  the  Son  of  God. 

Thefe  views  of  our  brethren  of  mankind 
are  certainly  fitted  to  bring  down  the  mofb 
lofty  looks,  and  to  convince  the  proudeft  of 
the  Tons  of  men,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the 
diftinflions  and  pre-eminences  on  which  they 
value  themfelves,  they  are,  in  reality,  on  a 
level,  in  the  mofi  important  refpeCts,  with  the 
pooreft  and  lowed  of  the  human  race.  —  And 
all  thofe  who  lay  open  their  hearts  to  ilie  full 
influence  of  fuch  views,  will  feel  fuch  hu¬ 
mane  and  tender  fentiments  arife  within  them, 
as  the  ancient  Eaftern  author  exprefles  in  the' 
follotving  pathetic  words :  “  If  I  did  defpife 

D  d  2  “  thei 


Scr.  i6. 


3 1 6  The  excellency  of 

“  the  caufc  of  my  man-fervant,  or  maid-fer- 
“  rant,  when  they  contended  with  me  j  what 
“  then  lliall  1  do  when  God  rifetli  up  ?  and 
“  when  he  vifiteth,  what  fliall  I  anfwer  ?  Did 
not  he  that  made  me  in  the  womb  make 
“  him  ?  and  did  not  one  falhion  us  in  the 
womb?”  Job,  xxxi.  13.  14.  15. 

It  is  our  great  happinefs  in  the  Chriftian 
world,  that  the  facred  writings  abound  with 
fuch  fublime  precepts,  and  fuch  tender  fenti- 
inents,  as  have  been  mentioned.  But  let  us 
take  care,  left,  through  our  familiarity  with 
them,  we  lofe  the  juft  fenfe  of  their  excellence 
and  importance.  Let  us  always  remember, 
that,  whatever  our  notions  about  thefe  pre¬ 
cepts  and  fentiments  of  the  gofpel  may  be, 
they  are  furely  divine  inftru<Slions,  and  wor¬ 
thy  to  ferve  for  leflbns  to  the  whole  race  of 
mankind  :  they  are  leftbns  that  bear  the  moft 
ftriking  characters  of  that  tendernefs  of  heart, 
that  elevation  of  mind,  that  total  luperiority 
to  all  felfifti  and  worldly  paffions,  which  dif- 
tinguiftied  the  divine  Author  of  bur  religion  ; 
and  they  are  the  moft  convincing  proofs,  that 
humanity  and  love,  in  the  higheft  perfection, 
k  the  genius  of  Chriftianiiy. 

As  was  propofed,  in  the  fecond  place,  let 
us  allow  our  thoughts  to  dwell  a  little  on  the 
excellencies  of  the  fpirit  of  love.  Firft,  then, 
love  is  the  moft  amiable  and  the  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  objects  of  contemplation.  Good- 
nefs,  genuine  goodnefs,  where-ever  it  appears, 
charms  the  heart  of  man.  The  native  indi¬ 
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cations  of  it  in  the  features,  the  looks,  the 
tone  of  the  voice,  or  gcftures  of  the  body,, 
flrike  every  beholder  with  pleafure.  The 
beauty,  efpecially,  of  kind  and  luunane,  of 
charitable  and  generous  deeds,  has  ever  been 
felt  and  acknowledged  by  all  mankind.  In  a 
word,  all  the  various  emanations  of  a  kind 
and  benign  heart,  in  looks,  in  voice,  in  words, 
rn  attitudes,  or  a<5tions,  are  plealing  to  the 
view  of  every  obferver.  And  hence  it  is,  that 
the  fpirit  of  love,  operating  and  difplaying  it» 
felf  in  the  characters  and  manners  of  man¬ 
kind,  gives  them  their  chief  beauty  and  ex¬ 
cellence.  Where  this  is  wanting,  that  artifi¬ 
cial  politenefs  which  is  in  fo  high  eftimatioa 
among  the  higher  ranks  of  mankind,  gives 
an  apparent,  rather  than  a  real,  grace  and  a- 
miablenefs  to  their  manners.  That  politenefs 
which  fiows  from  real  affection  and  humility 
will  ever  be  found  to  be  the  moft  genuine.  It 
may,  indeed,  want  fome  of  the  exterior 
graces  which  arife  from  elegant  attitudes  and 
motions  of  the  body,  or  from  certain  pro¬ 
prieties  of  voice  and  language  :  but  as  the 
effential  part  of  politenefs  confifts  in  attend¬ 
ing  to  thofe  things  which  may  pleafe  or  be  a- 
grceable  as  far  as  is  confiffent  with  truth  and 
integrity,  in  avoiding  either  in  words  or  iu 
aClions  what  may  hurt  or  offend,  and  iiv 
laying  afide  frivolous  oflicioufnefs  and  ftu- 
died  formality,  unfeigned  good-will  and  af- 
feftion  will  engage  to  a  more  uniform  and  ef- 
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fectual  praiflice  of  thefe  things  than  any  artifi¬ 
cial  rules  and  habits  can  poflibly  do. 

It  muft  indeed  be  owned,  that,  confider- 
ing  how  ill  alfe^led  men  are  frequently  to  one 
another,  they  would  be  infupportable  to  each 
other  without  a  portion  of  that  diffimulatioa 
wliich  is  a  confiderable  ingredient  in  the  fa- 
Iliionablc  politenefs  of  the  world.  If  men 
were  to  fhew,  without  difguife,  that  envy  or 
contempt,  that  averlion  or  malice,  which,  a- 
las !  they  too-  frequently  have  in  their  hearts, 
they  could  not  poflibly  bear  with  one  another. 
It  ferves,  indeed,  to  maintain  the  peace  and 
decency  of  fociety,  that  they  mutually  a(St  a 
part,  though  far  from  the  mofi;  firscei'e  one.. 
But,  furely,  if  men  would,  in  good  earned:, 
apply  themlelves-  to  the  exercife  of  that  mu¬ 
tual  love  which  Chriftianity  enjoins,  there 
would  be  little  occalion  ^or  that  habitual  in- 
lincerity  in  artificial  profeflions  of  good-will 
and  humility,  which  make  up  fo  great  a  part 
of  what  is  called  good  manners  or  good  breed¬ 
ing.  If  love  without  difiimulacion  really 
warmed  our  hearts,  it  would  beautify  our 
manners  more  efFeclually  than  all  artificial 
rules  jvithout  it  can  poflibly  do. 

Further,  in  the  fecond  place,  the  excellen¬ 
cy  of  the  principle  of  love  will  appear,  if  we 
conflder,  that  it  is  not  only  a  moll  amiable, 
but  alfo  a  raoft  powerful  one.  And  indeed  its 
power  is  fb  great,  that  it  is  difficult  to  enu¬ 
merate  cr  deferibe  all  its  mighty  eficcTcs.  It  is 
ku  ertabiiihed  niasiin.  That  love  begets  love 
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and  the  truth  of  this  maxim  is  verified  by  tt- 
niverfal  experience.  If  we  ihow  hearty  good- 
v/ill  and  afFe£lion  to  thofe  with  whom  we  con- 
verfe,  or  with  whom  we  have  any  inrercourfe, 
•we  can  fcarce  fail  to  receive  the  proper  re¬ 
turns  of  good-will  and  kind  difpoficions  on 
their  part.  Love  without  diflimulation  con¬ 
quers  every  heart.  Its  empii-e  is  in  a  manner 
univerfal.  Where  it  is  known  to  be  the  ru¬ 
ling  principle  of  any  charafler,  it  will  gain  the 
hearts  and  applaufes  of  thoufands,  nay  of 
millions  of  mankind,  who  never  faw  the  per- 
fon,  nor  were  ever  within  the  reach  of  his  be¬ 
neficence.  But  the  mighty  power  of  love 
appears,  not  only  in  winning  the  hearts  of  all 
men,  when  there  is  no  refiftance  to  be  over¬ 
come  ariling  from  envy,  refentment,  or  any 
of  the  malevolent  paffions  ;  but  it  appears 
more  confpicuoufly  in  triumphing  over  ill-, 
will,  refentment,  and  malice  of  the  mofl  con¬ 
firmed  and  inveterate  kind  :  “  For  if  we  real- 
“  ly,  and  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts, 
love  our  enemies,  (as  our  Saviour  di- 
reels)  j  if  we  blefi  them  that  curfe  us  ;  if 
we  do  good  to  them  that  hate  us  ;  and  if 
“  we  pray  for  them  that  defpitcfuHy  ufe.  us 
“  and  perfecute  us  *,  we  will  gradually  foften 
“  and  melt  their  hearts.”  If  we  uniformly 
perfevere  in  returning  good  for  evil,  the  beft 
ofiices  for  the  worfl,  there  ^  fcarce  any  hu¬ 
man  cre-ature  fo  hardened  and  obfiinate  as 
not  to  be  mollified,  and  even  reconciled,  at 
Lift.  There  is  only  one  exception  to  this  ? 
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When  the  good  man’s  meafures  of  conduft 
and  coui  fc  of  aftion  contiims  to  oppofe  and 
thwart  the  worldly  intercfts,  and  ambitious’ 
views,  of  his  adverfaries  ;  in  that  cafe,  the 
moft  heady  exercife  of  the  pureft  and  moft 
perfetf  goodnefs  will  have  no  effedl.  This 
was  the  hate  of  things  betwixt  our  blelfcd  Sa¬ 
viour  and  the  rulers  of  the  Jewhh  nation, 
and  was  the  caufe  that  his  inimitable  and  un¬ 
conquerable  goodnefs  had  no  influence  upon 
them.  But  when  this  is  not  the  cafe,  an  uni¬ 
form  courfe  of  kindnefs  and  good  offices, 
which  cai'ry  demonhration  along  with  them, 
that  there  are  no  remains  of  refentment  at 
bottom,  or  no  other  wrong  principle  opera¬ 
ting  within,  will  fooner  or  later  produce  their 
efieft,  and  beget  love  and  eheem. 

We  may  further  add,  as  another  proof  of 
the  mighty  power  of  love,  that  when  any 
one  is  called  to  the  delicate  and  difficult  of¬ 
fice  of  admoniffiing  and  reproving  others 
for  their  follies  and  vices,  nothing  but  the 
workings  of  real  affieffion  appearing  to  the 
full  convidtion  of  the  guilty  perfon  himfelf, 
can  reconcile  his  mind  to  the  reprover,  and 
give  real  energy  and  efficacy  to  what  he 
fays.  The  power  of  love,  in  fuch  cafes,  far 
furpaffies  the  power  of  the  fineft  eloquence. 
When  love  manifeftly  dictates  the  reproof,  it 
wdll  draw  tears  from  the  eyes  of  the  profligate 
and  abandoned,  and  even  of  the  hardened 
in  vice  and  profligacy,  and  make  him  con¬ 
ceive  a  higher  degree  of  affiedtion  and  eftecna 
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fo'r  the  fi*iendly  advifei’  than  evei'  he  had  be¬ 
fore  j  and  fometimes  the  fuccefsful  execu¬ 
tion  of  an  office  of  this  kind,  proves  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  friendfliip  that  lafts  through 
life. 

We  may  ftill  add  upon  this  head,  that  it  is 
love  which  infpires  the  foul  with  generous  and 
noble  deiigns,  and  with  that  refolution  and 
fortitude  which  is  neceffiary  to  execute  them. 
Thofe  heroic  aclions  which  are  recorded  in 
hiftory,  and  which  we  read  w-ith  admiration, 
have,  for  the  moll  part,  been  the  effe(ks  of  the 
love  of  one’s  country,  of  particular  friendffiip, 
or  of  an  ardent  zeal  for  fome  important  inter- 
efts  of  mankind.  Thus  heroifm,  the  trueft: 
heroifm,  derives  its  chief  excellence  and 
ftrength  from  the  fpirit  of  love. 

Laftly,  The  mighty  powder  of  love  dlfplays 
itfelf  in  uniting  and  binding  mankind  toge¬ 
ther.  A  renowned  leader  in  fcience  or  in 
arts,  a  fuperior  of  diftinguiffied  virtues  and 
talents  in  any  important  department  in  focie- 
ty,  produces  a  wonderful  union  and  harmo¬ 
ny  among  his  admirers  and  adherents.  The 
warm  attachment,  for  inftance,  of  all  foldiers 
to  a  favourite  general,  or  of  all  the  fubjecls 
to  a  beloved  prince,  what  good-will,  what 
unanimity  of  views,  does  it  produce  among 
the  foldiers  or  fubjefls  ?  How  does  it  make 
them  forget  their  little  animoftties,  and  intei'- 
fering  interefts,  and  join  heart  and  hand  in 
the  fervice  of  him  w'ho  is  the  common  objefl 
of  their  alfection  ?  In  a  word,  love  is  that 
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invlfiblc,  but  mighty  chain,  which  links  man¬ 
kind  together  in  a  thoufand  ways.  And  it 
is  by  thefe  alTociations  that  their  perfonal  in- 
'  terefts,  and  the  intereft  of  the  public,  are  fre¬ 
quently  promoted  in  the  mofi:  effeiflual  way. 

To  all  v/hich  we  may  add,  that  this  prin¬ 
ciple  of  love  lhall  at  laft  demonftrate  the  whole 
extent  of  its  power,  by  uniting  the  whole  vir¬ 
tuous  and  holy  part  of  mankind  into  one  hap¬ 
py  and  glorious  fociety,  under  the  one  great 
Mediator  and  Head  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous. 
And  as  he  is  the  perfect  image  of  the  invi- 
fible  God,  it  fliall,  through  him,  unite  them 
all  to  the  great  Parent  of  the  univerfe.  And 
thus  love  (hall  be  the  eternal  and  indilTolvable 
bond  of  union  to  the  whole  immortal  empire 
of  Jehovah. 

The  third  and  lajl  proof  of  the  excellency 
of  the  fpirit  of  love,  is  its  being  the  fourcc  of 
joy  and  happinefs.  This  is  a  point  that  needs 
no  laboured  illuftration  or  proof.  We  need 
only  appeal  to  every  one’s  feeling,  that  love  is 
the  temper,  nay  the  very  effence  of  happi¬ 
nefs.  Every  fentiment  of  the  human  bread:, 
in  fo  far  as  it  partakes  of  benignity,  it  is  hap¬ 
pinefs  ;  and  in  fo  far  as  it  partakes  of  malig¬ 
nity,  it  is  mifery.  If  we  had  our  choice  in 
the  manner  of  making  ourfelves  happy,  we 
could  not  fix  upon  any  thing  more  efie^dual, 
tlian  to  have  our  hearts  overflowing  with  the 
warmefi:  afledlion  to  every  human  creature, 
without  the  lead'  tin<5ture  of  any  malevolent 
or  difquieting  paffions.  The  only  thing  fur¬ 
ther 
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ther  wanting  to  complete  our  happinefs,  would 
be  the  afllirance  of  the  favour  of  God,  to  fe- 
cure  and  perpetuate  it.  Let  us  fuppofe  this 
attained,  and  then  try,  if  we  can  even  ima¬ 
gine  a  more  happy  ftate  than  that  of  a  man 
“  who  dwells  in  love,”  who  is  fatisficd  with 
his  lot  in  life,  and  who  rejoices  in  the  divine 
adminiftration.  In  fuch  a  ftate,  furely,  the 
mind  muft  be  open  to  relifli,  with  the  fullefl: 
pleafure,  all  the  enjoyments  of  life  ;  and  it 
muft  alfo  be  in  the  beft  difpofition  to  do  good, 
and  to  relieve  the  neceffities,  to  fympathife 
with  the  forrows,  and  to  fhare  in  the  joys,  of 
all  mankind. 

Thefe  are  the  natural  and  noble  eftefls  of 
the  fpirit  of  love  :  where-ever  it  prevails,  it 
renders  the  pofteflbrs  amiable,  powerful,  and 
happy. 

To  conclude  :  Let  us  not  fatisfy  ourfelves 
with  admiring  and  praifing  the  excellency  of 
this  fpirit  j  but  let  us  be  folicitous  to  tranf- 
plant  it  into  our  hearts,  and  to  exhibit  the 
biefted  effedfs  of  it  in  our  lives.  Let  it  ever 
be  our  aftiduous  care,  to  check  the  firft  riftngs 
of  all  the  malevolent  paftions,  and  to  cherifli 
the  firft  motions  of  the  benign  affeclions.  Let 
us  habitually  lift  up  our  fouls  in  earneft 
prayers  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  may  kindle 
in  our  hearts  the  facred  flame  of  love  to  him- 
felf  and  to  mankind,  and  that  he  may  height¬ 
en  and  increafe  it  by  the  continual  Influences 
of  his  Holy  Spirit.  In  all  the  intercourfes 
of  fociety,  let  us  embrace  every  opportunity 
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that  offers,  and  even  feek  opportunities,  of 
exercifing  our  own  friendly  affections  ;  and 
let  us  be  equally  careful  to  extinguifh  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  animolity  and  hatred,  and  to 
fpread  love  and  friendfhip  among  all  thofc 
to  whom  our  influence  can  any  how  reach  : 
for  if  we  fet  ourfelves  in  earneft  to  do  fo, 
we  may  be  affured  the  kind  difpofitions  will 
gather  ftrength,  and  will  grow  up  till  they 
gain  the  afcendency  in  our  fouls.  i\nd  under 
the  dominion  of  thofe  gentle  mafters,  we 
fliall  be  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  men,  we  fliall 
be  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God,  we  fliall 
be  happy  in  ourfelves,  we  fliall  be  ufeful 
in  the  world  ;  and  at  our  departure  hence, 
we  fliall  be  fit  to  be  tranflated  into  thofe  bliff- 
ful  regions  of  the  new  heaven,  and  of  the 
new  earth,  where  peace  and  harmony,  love 
and  friendfliip,  fliall  have  their  everlafting  a- 
bode. 

AVe  now  proceed  to  offer  a  few  obfcrvations 
on  the  THIRD  affertion  in  the  text,  viz.  That 
Cliriftianity  is  the  fpirit  of  a  found  mind. 

In  entering  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjecff, 
let  it  be  obferved,  in  order  to  prevent  niif- 
takes,  that  two  things  feem  principally  to  be 
comprehended  under  the  notion  of  foundnefs 
of  mind  :  ly?.  That  the  mind  is  fettled  in 
fuch  a  ftate  of  freedom  from  the  perturba¬ 
tion  and  darkening  influence  of  all  irregular 
paflions,  that  it  is  in  a  capacity  to  judge  fair¬ 
ly  and  juftly  of  things  according  to  truth  and 
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nature  ;  and,  idly.  That  it  can  adhere  with 
fteJfaftnefs  to  thele  right  judgements,  even  in 
the  mod:  trying  fcenes  of  life.  It  v/ill  fure- 
]y  be  admitted,  that  it  is  not  the  meaning  of 
the  alTertion  in  the  text-,  that  Chriftianity 
gives  us  better  natural  powers  than  we  would 
have  had  without  it  ;  but  only  that  it  affifts 
us  in  the  free  and  genuine  ufe  of  thofe 
powers,  in  whatever  degree  we  are  polTeffed 
of  them. 

Now,  that  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  has  a 
natural  tendency  to  preferve  foundnefs  of 
mind,  and  to  lead  to  wifdom  in  the  condud't 
of  life,  will  appear  from  the  following  obfer- 
vations. 

Ftrjly  That  it  is  one  principal  end  and  in¬ 
tention  of  Chriftianity,  to  eftablifh  fuch  ra¬ 
tional  and  folid  principles  of  religion,  as,  if 
followed  out,  would  prevent  or  correcl  all 
fuch  fuperftitious  and  cnthufiaftic  notions 
as  tend  to  relax  the  obligations  of  morality, 
and  to  fubftitute  fomething  elfe  in  their  dead. 
The  conceptions  which  the  religion  of  Jefus 
gives  us  of  the  nature  and  perfedtions  of  God, 
as  a  Spirit  poffciTed  of  all  moral  excellencies, 
lead  us  to  conceive,  that  the  pradlice  of  thofe 
moral  virtues  which  makes  us  refemble  him, 
is  abfolutely  indifpenfable.  Our  holy  reli¬ 
gion  not  only  enjoins  us,  in  general  terms, 
“  to  be  followers  of  God  as  dear  children  ; 
to  be  holy,  as  God  is  holy;  perfedl,  as  our 
heavenly  Father  is  perfecl  but  it  affures 
us  in  the  mod  exprefs  and  folemn  terms,  that 
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the  acceptance  and  favour  of  God  cannot  be 
obtained  by  rites  and  ceremonies,  or  any 
thing  whatfoevcr,  without  holinefs  of  heart 
and  life.  That  “  without  holinefs  no  man 
“  lhall  fee  the  Lord,”  is  one  of  its  fundamen¬ 
tal  principles  ;  and  it  Is  folemnly  declared  to 
be  the  grand  and  ultimate  end  of  the  whole 
difpenfation  of  the  gofpcl,  to  purify  mens 
“  hearts,  and  make  them  zealous  for  good 
works.”  Our  blefled  Saviour  flood  forth, 
through  his  whole  life,  an  undaunted  cham¬ 
pion  for  pure  and  undefileJ  religion,  for  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgement, 
mercy,  and  faith,  in  dire<Sl  oppofition  to  the 
i'uperflltious,  enthuflaftic,  and  corrupt  opi¬ 
nions  of  his  bigotted  countrymen  ;  and  it  w'as 
in  fupport  of  this  glorious  caufe  that  he  fuf- 
fered  even  to  the  death.  Whoever  reads  the 
gofpels  with  any  degree  of  attention,  muft 
he  convinced,  that  he  laboured,  through  his 
whole  life,  with  the  warmed:  and  mod  inde¬ 
fatigable  zeal,  to  root  out  ail  fuperditious  opi¬ 
nions  of  every  kind,  and  to  plant  in  their 
dead  the  grand  principle  of  true  religion. 
That  there  can  be  no,  acceptance  wdth  God, 
no  evidence  of  a  title  to  future  felicity,  with¬ 
out  a  life  of  good  works  proceeding  from  a 
good  heart.  Whoever,  therefore,  imagines, 
that  Chridianity  encourages  or  promotes  fu- 
perdltion,  or  fubditutes  any  thing  whatfo- 
ever  indead  of  real  holinefs,  mud,  either  be 
grofsly  ignorant  of  what  it,  js,  or  mud,  be 
prejudiced  againd,  it,to  an  aftonidiing  degree. .. 
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Now  it  is  extremely  obvious,  that  if  this 
one  momentous  and  capital  principle  of  our 
religion,  **  That  without  holinefs  no  man 

fhall  fee  the  Lord,”  were  firmly  eftabliflied 
in  the  minds  of  men,  it  would  have  a  rnighty 
influence  on  the  whole  fyftem  of  their  opi¬ 
nions,  and  on  the  whole  condiuft  of  their 
lives.  This  Angle  principle  operating  with  its* 
full  powder,  and  to  its  whole  extent,  would 
root  out  multitudes  of  foolifb,  trifling,  and 
pernicious  opinions  5  it  would  corredl  innu¬ 
merable  wcaknefles  and  follies ;  and  would  be 
a  chief  mean  of  flrengthening  and  perfect¬ 
ing  human  reafen  itfelf.  The  effects  of  it 
on  life  would  be  no  lefs  fignal  :  it  would  fix 
men  at  once  in  a  right  choice  as  to  the  great 
ends  of  life,  and  as  to  the  means  of  accom- 
pliftting  them  ;  no  ends  could  be  propofed,. 
or  means  employed,  but  fiich  as  the  flrifltfl 
virtue,  and  purefl  x'eligion,  would  approve 
and  recommend.  The  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  is 
therefore  favourable,  in  a  very  remarkable 
manner,  to  foundnefs  of  mind,  and  wifclom  of 
conduft. 

Again,  let  it  be  obferved,  in  the  facond 
place,  that  the  fpint  of  Chriflianity  has 
powerful  tendency  to  mortify  and  fubdue  all. 
thofe  irregular  paflions  which  prove  the  chief 
hindrances  to  the  beft  exercife  of  our  rational 
powers.  ‘ 

Every  one  who  has  given  the  leafl  attention 
to  human  life,  mufl:  have  obferved,  that  the 
tafte  -for  ■  the  affluence  and  riches,  for  the 
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power  and  dignity,  and  for  the  fplendid  ac¬ 
commodations  and  elegancies  of  life,  rifes  fre- 
ipaently  to  fuch  an  immoderate  height,  that 
it  makes  men  lofe  light  of  the  true  dignity  of 
human  nature,  and  engages  them  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  thefe  perifhing  objeils,  with  as  great 
ardor  as  if  the  pofiellion  and  enjoyment  of 
them  conftituted  their  chief  happiuefs  and  glo¬ 
ry.  'fhat  vehement  pajSions  of  this  kind  dark¬ 
en  mens  underflandings,  enfeeble  their  moral 
fcntiments,  and  lead  them  to  form  a  thoufand 
falfe  judgements  and  wrong  eftimates  con¬ 
cerning  the  real  worth  of  things,  is  abundant¬ 
ly  evident  from  daily  experience  and  obferva- 
tion.  And  w’hen  thefe  worldly  paffions  gain 
an  afcendency  in  the  minds  of  fuch  men  as 
are  at  the  fame  time  under  the  full  dominion 
of  felf-love,  of  pride  and  ambition,  they  not 
only  difturb  and  blind  their  underftandings'; 
but,  if  they  happen  to  meet  with  unexpect¬ 
ed  and  fey  ere  difippointments  and  inortHi- 
cations,  they  fometimes  rife  to  fuch  a  height 
of  violence,  as  terminates  in  total  dillraClion 
and  madnefs  in  all  its  mofi:  frightful  forms. 

The  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  is  the  mofl  na¬ 
tural  and  effectual  I’einedy  againff  the  exceffe^ 
of  all  I’uch  paffions  :  for  it  is  manifeftly  the 
defign  of  this  divine  inllitution,  to  raife  the 
minds  of  men  to  a  Idrong  and  commanding 
fenfe  of  the  excellence  of  virtue  in  itfelf,  and 
to  a  lively  faith  of  the  glorious  rewards  await¬ 
ing  it  in  a  future  ffate.  It  is  a  fundamental 
maxia^  of  the  morality  of  the  gofpel,  That 
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(he  chief  happinefs  and  chief  glory  of  hu¬ 
man  nature  lies  in  the  virtuous  endowments 
and  difpofitions  of  the  heart,  and  not  in 
worldly  pofleffions  or  enjoyments  of  any  kind. 
Whoever  therefore  has  imbibed  the  fpirit  of 
this  religion,  will  have  his  fupreme  afteffions 
fet  on  the  things  which  are  above,  on  fpiritual 
and  eternal  objects  ;  the  effedl;  of  which  mufc 
neccffiirily  be,  that  the  love  of  inferior  and 
earthly  objects  will  abate,  an-d  ceafe  to  main¬ 
tain  the  empire  in  his  foul  :  *•  We  cannot 
“  ferve  two  mafters :  w'e  cannot  ferve  God 
and  Mammonf’  In  fo  far,  therefore,  as 
men  are  really  under  the  influence  of  Chri- 
ftian  principles,  thofe  irregular  paffions  which 
darken  their  underftandings,  which  weaken 
their  moral  powers,  and  incapacitate  them  for 
forming  right  judgements  with  regard  to  the.' 
true  ends  and  true  happinefs  of  life,  will  be 
fubdued  and  mortifled.  And.  when  the  ob- 
flruftions  from  there  paflions  are  removed,, 
the  nobler  faculties  of  the  mind  v;ill  exert; 
themfelves  with  vigour,  and  govern  the  life 
according  to  the  dictates  of  truth  and  \/ifJoni, 
Thefe  happy  efi'ects  of  the  fpirit  of  the  go- 
fpel,  in  keeping  all  the  paflions  within  fuch 
bounds  as  not  to  flop  or  difturb  the  propen 
exercife  of  the  liner  powers,  may  have  been- 
of  unfpeakable  benefit  to  the  human  race  in¬ 
former  ages,  and  may  continue  to  be  fo,  till 
the  confummation  of  all  things.  The  minds 
of  thoufands  may  have  been  eflablifled  in. 
fuch  a  flate  of  moderation  and  fclf-govern-- 
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msnt,  as  has  prevented  their  paffions  from 
riling  to  fuch  hurtful  or  fuch  fatal  exceffes, 
as  their  natural  degree  of  ftrength  might  have 
occahoned,  if  they  had  not  been  mellowed 
aod  fubdued  by  the  faered  and  powerful  ia- 
fhience  of  the  gofpcl :  and  if  the  fpirit  cf 
Chrifliaaity  Ihould  more  and  more  prevail, 
as  there  is  good  ground  to  hope,  thel'e  blefTed 
effefts  will  alfo  more  and  more  increafe.  At 
the  fame  time  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  many 
perfons  in.  Chrifllan  countries  make  fo  little 
improvement  of  their  fpiritual  advantages,, 
that  they  fuffer  their  pride,  their  ambition, 
their  revenge,  and  worldly  lulls,  to  hurry 
them  on  to  the  fame  heights  of  madnefs,  as 
if  they  had  never  heard  of  the  Chrillian  reli¬ 
gion.  When,  indeed,  that  moil:  deplorable 
hate  of  hviman  nature,  total  phrenzy,  takes 
jts.  rife  front  fome  ifrange  diforders  in  the  ani- 
tnal  frame,  without  any  aid  from  uiagovern- 
able  pafhons,  Chriftianity  can  have  no  in- 
ilnencc  to  pnevent  or  cure  it,  at  Isaft,  in  any 
otlter  w’ay  than  as  it  enjoins  us,  “  to  mortify 
“  the  Helix,  to  bring  the  body  under,  and  keep 
“  it  in  fnbjedlion.” 

It  was  obfervetl  above,  that  flrong  felf-Jove 
and  pride  have  a  great  influence  in  railing  the 
worldly  paffions  to  an  immoderate  height.  It 
is  worthy  of  particular  attention,  that  the  fpi- 
vit  of  Chriftianity  interpofes  its  friendly  ,aid 
here  alfo,  by  forming  men  to  fober  and  io’.vly 
thoiiglus  of  themfelves.  I'lxe  maxims  and 
precepts  of  the  gofpel  fliovv  I'ufficicntly,  that 
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htimllity  is  an  iinportant  and  efTentlal  part  o£ 
the  Chriftian  difpofition.  Thus  the  apoftlc 
exhoi'ts,  Rom.  xii.  13.  “  I  fay  unto  every  man 
“  that  'is  among  you,  not  to  tlrink  of  himfelf 
**  n)ore  highly  than  he  ought  to  think,  but 

to  think  foberly.”  This  fobriety  of  mind, 
though  perhaps  it  cannot  be  reckoned  a  dif- 
tinff  virtue  from  all  others,  yet  it  is  a  dilfin* 
guidiing  part  of  a  right  (late  of  mind,  and  is 
the  beft  ground-work  on  which  the  fuper- 
ftruclure  of  a  virtuous  chara^ler  can  be  raifed. 
Mark  the  perfon  that  is  void  of  this  fobcr 
fenfe  of  himfelf,  and  you  muft  be  very  undif- 
cerning  in  characters,  if  you  do  not  perceive 
in  him  many  foibles  at  leaft,  if  not  many  vices.. 
The  chief  ingredients  of  this  fobricty  of  mind 
are  thefe  two,  humility,  and  equity  of  Jifpoli- 
tion. 

Thofe  who  retain  an  habitual  fenfe  of  their 
Gcnflant  dependence  on  divine  Providence,  of 
their  utter  irifufiiciency  for  their  own  happi- 
nefs,  of  their  manifold  imperfections,  and  of 
their  accountablenefs  to  God  for  their  whole 
behaviour,  cannot  be  high-minded.  Such 
perfons  will  not  difcover  a  propenfity  to  com¬ 
pare  thcmfelves  only  v.nth  thofe  who  arc  their 
inferiors  in  natural  powers,  acquired  accom- 
plilhments,  and  moral  attainments,  that  they 
may  feed  their  vanity  with  their  own  rc.ol  or 
fanclid  fuperiority.  They  will  rather  be  dif- 
poftd  to  compare  themfelves  with  thofe  who 
are  their  fupefiors  in  all  thefe  refpeCts  j  and, 
not  even  fatisGcd  with  this,  they  will  chufe  to 
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nieafuve  their  attainments  by  that  flandard  of 
moral  perfedfion  which  is  planted  in  their  own 
bofoms,  and  which  is  clearly  difplayed  in  the 
purity  and  perfection  of  the  divine  law.  Thefe 
comparative  views  will  foon  make  them  fen- 
fible  how  little  caufe  they  have  for  indulging 
themfelves  in  vain,  felf-complacent,  and  felf- 
important  imaginations.  On  the  contrary, 
thei'e  fober  views  of  things  will  inlpire  them 
with  fentimenjs  of  genuine  humility  :  inflead 
of  entertaining  felf-magnifying  thoughts,  they 
will  feel  pious  regret  upon  the  account  of  their 
being  hill  lb  far  Ihort  of  the  flandard  of  mo¬ 
ral  excellence,  and  they  will  feel  the  deepeft 
forrow  when  they  reficcl  on  thofe  manifold 
failings  and  infirmities  of  which  they  are  flill 
confeious  j  and,  under  thefe  humbling  views-, 
they  will  earnehly  implore  the  meicy  and  for* 
givenefs'^of  God  in  Jefus  Chrifl,  through 
whom  they  hope  to  receive  the  atonement. 

It  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one  ojt  the  lead 
reflection,  that  the  humble  date  of  mind  jud 
now  deferibed,  will  be  a  perpetual  reftraint 
on  thofe  boilings  of  refentment,  thofe  pangs 
of  pride  and  ambition,  and  thofe  florid  ima¬ 
ginations  about  worldly  happinefs,  which 
ftrangely  blind  the  underdancling,  and  occa- 
fion  the  grofled  departures  from  rational 
judgements  and  wife  conduCt.  Again,  equity 
and  fairnefs  of  mind  is  aifo  a  great  fecurity  a- 
gaind  wrong  judgements  and  wrong  conduCl 
in  the  affairs  of  life.  Obferve  a  man-  under 
the  dominion  of  felf-love,  felf-will,  and  feif- 
:  iiitered. 
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intereft,  and  you  will  fee  him  form  judge¬ 
ments  fo  manifeflly  and  reproachfully  partial 
as  mu  ft  aftonilh  every  impartial  fpedtator.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  obferve  a  man  of  a  fair  and 
equitable  difpofition,  and  you  fliall  fee  him 
give  judgement  with  readinefs  and  alacrity  a- 
gainft  his  own  intereft,  when  juftice  or  equity 
requires  it.  In  the  language  of  facred  writ, 
“  He  fweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and  changeth 
“  not.”  That  humility  and  equity  are  funda¬ 
mental  virtues  in  the  Chriftian  fcheme  of  mo¬ 
rality,  will  not  be  called  in  queftion.  The 
fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  therefore,  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  conducive,  in  a  remarkable 
manner,  to  foundnefs  of  mind,  and  to  improve¬ 
ment  in  real  wifdom. 

We  fhall  only  add,  in  the  third  place,  that 
the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  produces  a  pleafing 
compofure  and  ferenity  of  foul,  which  has  the 
moft  friendly  influence  on  the  beft  exercife  of 
our  rational  faculties. 

The  real  Chriftian  is  not  only  delivered 
from  the  tumult  of  impetuous  paflions,  but 
he  is  folaced  with  profpe^ls  and  hopes  of  the 
moft  comfortable  and  peaceful  kind.  In  this 
ftate  of  tranquillity  and  peace,  he  has  the  full 
command  of  all  his  faculties,  and  can  cxercife 
them  to  the  beft  purpofes,  and  in  the  beft 
manner.  Every  one’s  own  experience  aflltres 
him,  that  whatever  difturbs  his  mind,  dark¬ 
ens  and  enfeebles  it  ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
whatever  coinpofes  his  mind,  brightens  and. 
invigorates  it.  Every  one’s  obfervaiion,  either^ 
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on  hlmfclf  or  others,  alfo  informs  him,  that 
deliberate  forethought,  found,  judgements, 
and  wife  purpofes,  cannot  dwell  amidft  hurry 
and  confufion  ;  and  that  they  are  only  to  be 
found  in  the  habi,tations  of  order,  quietnefs, 
and  peace.  As  the  eye,  in  a  ferene  and  un¬ 
clouded  Iky,  fees  every  objetSl  within  its  reach 
in  the  molf  diflinvft  manner  ;  fo  the  mind 
fees  every  thing  clearly  when  it  is  free  from 
the  perturbations  of  paffion,  and  the  difquic- 
tudcs  of  care  and  anxiety.  .Thus  it  appears, 
that  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  is  conducive,  in 
a  variety  of  ways,  to  foundnefs  of  mind,  and 
wifdom  of  conduft. 

What  an  admirable  thing,  then,  is  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Jefus,  which,  while  it  “  makes  u's 
“  wife  unto  falvation,”  makes  us  alfo  wife  as  to 
this  world,  fo  far  as  our  natural  faculties  aro 
capable ! 

All  that  has  been  faid  of  the  excellency 
of  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  has  been  confined  to 
the  three  ingredients  of  it  mentioned  in  the 
text.  But  if  we  were  to  difplay  the  gofpel- 
■morality  in  its  full  extent,  as  comprehending 
piety,  purity,  equity,  humility,  and  the  whole 
train  of  Chriilian  virtues,  many  new  and  ftri- 
king  excellencies  would  rife  up  to  our  view. 
And  if  we  were  to  add  to  the  divine  morality 
of  the  gofpel,  a  delineation  of  its  peculiar 
doffrines,  and  of  their  excellence,  and  fuit- 
ablenefs  to  the  wants  and  exigencies  of  man¬ 
kind  in  their  prefent  flats,  we  would  clear- 
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ly  dlfcern,  that  it  was  juftly  proclaimed  by  the 
angel  at  our  Saviour’s  birth,  to  be  “  glad  ti- 
“  dings  of  great  joy  which  Ihall  be  to  all 
“  people.” 

If  we  were,  for  inflance’,  to  lliew,  that  the 
^ofpel  is  light  to  thofe  who  were  fitting  in 
darknefs  *,  that  it  is  pardon  to  the  guilty ;  that 
it  is  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  purify 
and  fanfllfy  thofe  who  groan  under  corrup¬ 
tion  and  a  body  of  fin  ;  and  that  it  gives  the 
afTured  profpcdf  of  an  immortal  life  in  a  glo¬ 
rious  refurreftion-fiate  to  thofe  who,  through 
fear  of  death,  would  be  all  their  life  fubjeift  to 
bondage  :  I  fay,  if  we  were  to  paint  Chriftia- 
nity  in  thefe  interefting  lights,  we  would  clear¬ 
ly  fee,  that  it  is,  in  all  refpeils,  “  worthy 'of 
“  all  acceptation  and  that  it  is  the  only 
fource  of  confolation  to  the  heart  of  man,  that 
can  never  fail  him  in  any  circumflances  or  fi- 
tuation  of  life,  or  at  the  approaches  of  death 
and  difTolution  itfelf. 

To  which  we  may  flill  add,.^  that  if  we  were 
to  compare^the  gofpel,  both  as  to  its  doctrines 
ai;id  as  to  its^morals,  Vidth  the  moft  admired 
fehemes  of  ancient  Heathen  moralifts,  its  fu- 
perior  excellence,  in  both  refpefts,  v/ould  ap¬ 
pear  in'*  the  moft  convincing  light.  But  as 
there  is  not  room  for  treating  thefe  important 
topics  in  one  difeourfe,  tve  fliall  conclude 
whir  a  few  brief  reflections  on  what  hath  been 
faid.  -  '• 

'  i  ■  ■  .  .  *  S  ■ 

i.tEirst,  then',  if  the'gofpsl  has  a  manifefl 
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tendency  to  form  men  to  the  moft  amiable,  the 
moft  excellent,  and  moft  ufeful  difpolitions, 
it  muft  be  total  inattention,  want  of  difeern- 
ment,  or  want  of  tafle  for  excellence  even  of 
the  higheft  order,  that  can  make  any  one  in- 
fenflble  of  its  worth  and  excellence.  To  which 
we  may  add,  that  thofe  who  employ  their  time 
and  talents  to  depretiate  this  excellent  and  ufe- 
ful  inftitution,  and  to  bring  it  into  contempt, 
cannot  be  deemed  true  friends  to  mankind, 
and  to  the  moh  important  interefts  of  human 
fociety. 

2.  ]f  the  gofpel  is  really  fo  excellent  and  fo 
ufeful,  as  has  been  faid,  let  us  beware  of  en¬ 
tertaining  prejudices  againft  it.  Let  none  de¬ 
ceive  themfelves  with  an  opinion,  that  preju¬ 
dices  are  harmlefs  and  innocent,  or,  at  lead, 
that  they  cannot  be  criminal  in  any  confider- 
able  degree.  Let  none  imagine,  that  that  li¬ 
berty  of  thinking,  which  is  the  unalienable 
right  of  mankind,  intitles  them  to  think  and 
to  believe  as  they  pleafe,  and  whatever  they 
plcafe.  On  the  contrary,  every  one  of  us 
ought  to  refledf,  with  the  utmoh  ferioufners, 
on  tlie  facred  obligations  we  are  under,  to  ex- 
ercife  our.  underftandings  impartially  in  the 
fearch  of  truth,  and  to  judge  according  to 
the  evidence  which  God  hath  laid  before  us. 
It  is  true,  that  we  are  not  accountable  to  any 
human  jurifdidlion  for  our  thoughts,  and  the 
ufe  and  improvement  we  make  of  our  under¬ 
handings.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  equal¬ 
ly  true,  that  we  are  as  really  accountable  to 
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God  for  our  ways  of  thinking,  as  for  our 
ways  of  a^^ting.  There  will  be  a  mighty  dif¬ 
ference  found  at  the  divine  tribunal,  betwixt 
liberty  of  thinking  and  licentioufnefs  of  think¬ 
ing,  betwixt  judgements  formed  from  the  juft 
exercife  of  our  rational  power.-,  and  thofe 
which  have  been  formed  under  the  influence 
of  worldly  and  felfflh  paflions.  Nothing  cam 
be  more  equitable,  than  that  thofe  who,, 
through  corrupt  paflions,  have  fliut  their  eyes 
againft  the  light  which  would  have  directed 
their  fteps,  comforted  their  hearts,  and  led 
them  in  the  path  of  life,  Ihould  fuller  all  the 
confequences  of  their  own  willful  conduct. 
'He  who  is  the  truth  hath  alTured  us,  that  it 
flaall  be  the  ground  and  caufe  of  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  many,  “  that  thev  hav’e  loved 
darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufc  their 
deeds  have  been  evil.” 

,To  conclude  :  Let  us  make  the  various  ex'- 
cellencies  of  the  fpirit  cf  the  gofpel  the  fre¬ 
quent  and  favourite  fubjeft  of  our  molt  xeti- 
red  and  ferious  meditation  ;  and  in  thele 
hours  of  retirement,  let  us  lay  our  hearts  ful¬ 
ly  open  to  thofe  imprefllons  which  the  con¬ 
templation  of  its  excellence  will  naturally.' 
make  upon  us.  The  minds  of  moft  men  are 
fufceptible  of  imprcflions  from  moral  excel¬ 
lence.  And  when  we  perceive,  that  a  very 
high  degree  of  it  Ihines  through  the  whole  go¬ 
fpel,  we  will  be  difpofed  to  hearken  with  fair- 
nefs  and  impartiality  to  the  many  other  ftri- 
king  proofs  of  its  truth  and  divinity.  And 
Yql.  ill.  F  £  as. 
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as  our  hearts  are  more  and  more  fmitten  with 
the  love  of  truth  and  virtue,  prejudices  will 
vanidi,  and  our  faith  in  the  divine  million 
of  Jefus  will  be  gradually  confirmed,  “  till 
we  are  filled  with  peace  and  joy  in  belie-*- 
**  ving.’’ 
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